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T he sign off line on my email 
says ‘Pain and fear are fleet-
ing, regret and remorse ev-

erlasting. Carpe Diem!’  

I try to live my life by this adage and as 
there is a chance we only come around 
once, we should try and make the most 
of the journey. To that end, I attempt to 
do at least one thing every year to push 
my comfort zone and remind myself that 
I am alive. In the last few years I have run 
a marathon, not easy when you are built 
like a prop forward, been free fall para-
chuting, participated in an unusual triath-
lon (Canoe up Windermere, cycle from 

there over the Hardknott and Wrynose 
passes to Scafell and then run to the top 
of the highest mountain in England) and 
participated in the Tough guy Competi-
tion, both summer and winter events. 
For those who didn’t see it on TV to-
wards the end of March with Matt Daw-
son, check out www.toughguy.co.uk and 
watch the YouTube clip at the bottom of 
the page. 5,000 people started, 800 
withdrew or were hospitalised during the 
event! Last year I drove a husky team 
across Lapland and tried parapenting, 
skiing off the Alps with a parachute. Yes 
insuring me can be an issue. 

(Continued on page 7) 

AVHOG Member , Steve King, and friends dressed for the  
conditions at the top of Kilimanjaro. 



A t last the weather has started to change and we can 
get our machines out and do our ride outs in safety 
and hopefully drier than previous years. 

As the new season has started you will see our chapter cal-
endar ever growing and along with the official HOG calen-
dar once again it promises to be a very busy season. 

Two events that I have attended so far have been excellent. 
We kick started with the barge trip. What a great way to 
see the Leeds city sky line at night. This was a first for 
Dorothy and me.  

The second was Piercebridge which once again was well 
attended and a very enjoyable time was had by all who at-
tended. Once again this incorporated linking up with our 
friends the Geordie Chapter, who treated us to a wonderful 
ride out. Once again many thanks have to go to Sue & Mick 
Pierce for organising both.  We look forward to many more 
of their trips. (Hopefully a night at the dogs) 

This year’s European Rally takes place in Latvia; looks in-
teresting but at present I have had no feedback regarding 
the uptake.  I will endeavour to keep you informed  

Also HOG are going to allow chapters to pre register again 
in blocks of 10, and we will be entitled to one free ticket 
per block. 

I and the Chapter Activities officer Mick Pierce represented 
Aire Valley UK at the HOG Enthusiast Adventure Training 
course held in Fulda Germany. The course is designed for 
pro active primary chapter officers. As this was the first 
time I had attended anything like this I went with an open 
mind. I was unsure about what to expect and was very ap-
prehensive about attending a sales pitch by HD. How very 
wrong was I.  This will enable me as your Director to have 
a better understanding regarding how a chapter should be 
organising itself. 

This year over 29 countries were represented with over 360 
chapter officers attending. I took some very positive infor-
mation from this.  

Last year HD held a ‘Million Mile Monday’ where on a said 
date you rode your Harley and recorded your mileage, this 
was to raise monies for charity. Worldwide they achieved 
over 3,000,000 miles.  

This Year’s ‘Million mile Monday’ is 29th June they what to 
break 5,000,000 miles so Monday 29th get the bike out and 
record some miles. Watch out for more information on 
website. 

Another new feature will be on line rentals booking which 
is a great way to plan your trips, once again watch out for 
more information. 

Ride Safe 

Rob Mitchelmore 
Director 

Aire Valley UK 

DIRECTOR’S BITS 
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Director, Rob Mitchelmore 



A fter a long and cold winter, April heralded the 
arrival of the biking season for most of us. Hats off 
to the winter stalwarts who ride in all weathers, 

but for me the fun starts when the sun shines. 

Sadly that was not the weather that greeted the 50-odd 
bikers who assembled outside the George Hotel in Pierce-
bridge on Sunday 19th April. While the western half of the 
country basked in warm sunshine, the North East (where 
we were led by our friends from the Geordie Chapter) was 
blanketed by a layer of grey cloud, underneath of which it 
was a chilly 8 degrees. After  a ride of about 80 miles 
through the stunning countryside and roads around Ha-
drian’s Wall and the North East coast, we arrived at the 
Whitley Bay lighthouse where a few people had to be lifted 
from a their bikes, unable to move apart from some rather 
violent shivering! 

Hot chocolate and bonhomie soon warmed the cockles 
however, and the group moved on to teh Avaon in Whitley 
Bay and then the Harley Dealership in Newcastle before 
heading home. 

Thanks to Mick Pierce for organising this weekend for the 
second year running. 

Too Loud? 

During the winter months I decided to do a bit of titivation 
to my bike. Having pored over catalogues of new shiny bits 
I decided to have the bike Stage One tuned and replace the 
pipes for Vance and Hines slash cuts. I picked the bike up in 
early December and by mid February, despite not too 
much riding, I decided that the pipes were just too loud.  

Back to the shop it and I went for a debate about what 
could be done. I was met with a good deal of incredulity as 
in some, if not most, people’s minds it is not possible to 
have your pipes too loud, but already smarting and battered 
by the lack of protection offered by the FatBoy in compari-
son to the ‘Glide, I had to find a solution. 

A compromise has now been reached and a pair of “semi-
loud” (whatever that may mean) pipes have been fitted. The 
ride-out last weekend was a decent test and resulted in only 
a minor ringing in the ears after a couple of hundred miles. 

Is anyone out there? 

I had occasion to seek assistance from the redoubtable Mr 
Roche last month. Following his excellent article last year 
on Autocom kit, which I use on another bike, I decided to 
fit a radio system in some form of removable way. An after-
noon of wiring and experimentation ensued which resulted 
in a working system, and another stalwart of the workshop, 
Jim Dumbell, help fashion a bracket for a quick-release 

removable aerial. The first road test was last weekend in 
Piercebridge where the only person I had to talk to was 
Mick. So, a test was duly conducted and all appeared to 
work OK. 

Off I set, towards the back of the pack, when I called up 
Mick on the radio.  

Hello? Anyone there?  

Nothing! 

Drat, I thought, it’s not working after all and despite much 
fiddling there was not a squeak out of anyone. Ah well, 
back to the drawing board.  

A few minutes later the phone rang (linked by the Zumo 
through the Autocom system) and it was Mick. Where are 
you?, he asked. I’m riding with the pack, Where are you? 
I’m at the lighthouse. It turned out he’d waited for Dr John 
who had been left behind by the Geordies, and was out of 
range of the radio in a few minutes, never to be heard from 
again. 

Amway, the up shot is that the radio works fine. Brian and 
Jim’s reputations as Mr Fixits are intact, and I can continue 
to annoy people with my singing when the mood takes me 
(Brian Roche may come to regret his help). 

Enjoy your biking year, and I’ll see you, and maybe you’ll 
hear me, on a ride-out soon. 

Ian McNeill 

Editor 
PS - Late update. Couldn’t stand the noise and buffeting - 
the ‘Glide will be returning! 

EDITORIAL 
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W ell finally I am able to publish details of our 
new premises in Leeds which will provide a 
facility of which we can all be proud. The 

development will bring the Leeds dealership in line with 
the standards of the other dealerships in our group, includ-
ing Doncaster and Newcastle. 

The new site is close to the Yorkshire Post building, as indi-
cated on the map below. 

The project is now in the detailed planning stage and we 
expect to start work at the site very shortly. The pictures 
on this and the following page are illustrations of the facili-
ties we will be developing. 

We all look forward to welcoming you to the new facilities 
as soon as they are completed. 

John 
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DEALER UPDATE 

Managing Director, John Cooke 
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DEALER UPDATE 



W hen we purchased my 2003 Heritage, we 
were quite impressed when we were told it 
had an alarm fitted. We were given a quick 

instruction of the procedure to arm and disarm the unit, 
using the fob. This all seemed fairly straight forward at the 
time. 

A few days later we were getting ready to set off on our 
hols to 'Port Grimaud' in the South of France so the last job 
the night before we set off , was to load the bike onto the 
trailer. To do this the alarm had to be in 'service mode'. 

I tried and tried to put the alarm into service mode but 
with no success. 

I was having visions of going on holiday without the Harley, 
Horror!! 

After many many swear words, that I'd forgotten I knew, 
and after calling the bike all the names under the sun, the 
beast finally fell asleep. 'Ureka', get it loaded on and 
strapped down. (it’s amazing what a few well chosen swear 
words can do) 

Next morning we set off and had a good journey down as 
far as the Dartford Bridge. Then we needed the toll money. 
Now I know I should have been prepared, but I wasn't so I 
fumbled in my pocket looking for the appropriate coinage. 

We paid and were on our way, into the mad traffic jungle, 
heading for the M20.  We were soon aware, that people in 
adjacent vehicles were shouting and pointing at our trailer. 
We suddenly realized that it wasn't a police car we'd heard 
for the last few miles. The beast had awoken again, lights 
flashing and alarm screaming. I must have pressed the fob 
whilst looking for the coins. 'Idiot'! 

My wife Lorna made several attempts to switch the alarm 
off using the fob, but with no success. The traffic was very 
heavy, so we were glad when we reached a service station. 
We parked up and switched off the alarm then started the 
procedure to put it into service mode. Once again I was 
getting to the point of tearing my hair out - (Which is not 
good, as I've hardly enough to cover my dome as it is) . 

Ferry time was getting close so we decided to give Hog 
assistance a ring. Unfortunately Hog assistance couldn't 
come, but we had several phone calls from them with sug-
gestions and verbal support. Again the air was getting blue 
with the language and my BP was getting higher by the 
minute. Then suddenly, the beast went to sleep. Quick on 
our way before it wakes up again. The rest of the journey 
went ok. We arrived at our mobile in Port Grimaud in 
time to go for a well deserved beer or two. 

Next morning the beast had died, so the first thing I had to 
spend my holiday beer money on was a battery charger.!!! 

Our second experience was down in St.Tropez, where we 
had ridden to see the vintage sailing boats (The Voiles) .We 
parked on the front where all the boats and restaurants are, 
and we went for a stroll around St Trop. When we re-
turned to our bike,t he restaurants were all full with the 
St.Trop jet setters, so we had a large audience to watch 
(and hear) our departure on the Harley. We played Mr and 
Mrs cool as we stepped astride our machine, pressed the 
fob and switched on and guess what ,the alarm blasted out 
and the lights flashed, which of course attracted a few more 
spectators. I tried several procedures with the fob ,but with 
no response; the alarm was out of control. 

By this time we had lost all our attempts to look cool, in 
fact I was getting hotter and redder by the minute with 
embarrassment. 

I was just pondering which wires I could pull out ,when I 
was tapped on the shoulder. Turning round, I expected to 
see a French Gendarme with handcuffs at the ready, but 
instead it was a 6'-13" walking tattoo waving his arms about 
an jabbering away in French, to which I replied "wee" 
which is the only bit of French I know, other than ordering 
a beer ,which I thought wouldn't be very appropriate. Any-
how, we tried to understand what he was trying to tell us 
and I thought I'm not getting off the bike for him to jump 
on; I might never see him or the bike again, which was a bit 
unfair, as he was obviously trying to help us, so, to his in-
structions and with his help, we pushed the bike about 20 
mtrs. up the road, tried the fob, and eureka! it worked. 

I thanked the big guy ( who was obviously a biker) he ex-
plained the problem was caused by the interference from 
the sailing boats radar equipment. 

We have had many months trouble free riding and I have 
since realized the "service mode" problem was not the 
bike, but my sloppy use of the fob sequence. 

Bob Turnbull. 

ALARMING EXPERIENCES 
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With my 50th birthday approaching I decided I wanted to 
do something memorable. Watching the sun rise over the 
volcanic crater at the top of Kilimanjaro, Africa’s highest 
mountain seemed to fit the bill. I invited a total of 20 col-
leagues and friends to come on the venture and after vari-
ous amounts of prevarication, all declined. I then asked my 
friend who got me in to tough guy if he was interested and 
without hesitation he just asked when we were leaving. 
Kindred nutters are hard to find. 

I organised the climb so that we would summit on the 
morning of February 3rd to celebrate the world having put 
up with me for half a century. For those that saw the 
Celebs climb for comic relief, our route was similar but 
without the camera crews, Doctors, injections, people car-
rying our rucksacks etc etc, but credit to them as they all 
made it. For those thinking about it, do it! It is amazing and 
achievable with some physical and lots of mental determi-
nation. 

We started in rain forest which gave way to scrub land and 
then onward to what can only be described as a lunar land-
scape. The views were breathtaking, as was the lack of oxy-
gen! At the top there is less than half the normal level, 
which does make you a little light headed and prone to 
making less than optimal decisions. 

We arose at 22:30 on Feb 2nd to begin the final ascent. We 
walked through the night using head torches for 6 hours 
and reached the official peak, Stellar Point to be enveloped 
in a cloud of weed being smoked by a crew who had just 
arrived. From there we continued to the highest point in 
Africa, Uhuru, where the temperature was about minus 20. 

Only 65% of people beginning the climb make it to the top 
due to fatigue or altitude sickness. As we watched the sun 
come up we could see what we had walked past in the dark. 
300 foot deep glaciers with the sun glinting through them, a 
huge volcanic crater and views that were indescribable. I 
would be lying if I said I didn’t shed a tear or two. 

As you can see, we had our photos taken with a couple of 
American guys who we befriended on the mountain and 
walked most of the way with. Being 15 at heart we decided 
to strip off for the second shot and were joined by a ran-
dom, non English speaking Korean who appeared from the 
mist and stripped off to join us. Nice to know I have a 
brother in Asia! Bizarrely I bumped into him 2 days later in 
the Ngorongoro crater on safari. Small world. 

After the photos we began our descent. It takes 2 days to 
walk down, but the thought of a shower, pizza and beer on 
my birthday spurred us on and after 19.5 hours of non-stop 
walking we arrived back at the hotel. 

It was one of the toughest but most rewarding things I have 
ever done. Certainly a great way to celebrate and it gave 
me one of the longest birthday ever. 22:30 Feb 2nd to 
02:00 Feb 4th after my birthday dinner. 

Remember, Pain and fear are fleeting, regret and remorse 
everlasting.  

Carpe Diem! 

Steve King 

(Continued from page 1) 

FIFTY - GOING ON FIFTEEN (CONT’D) 
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A somewhat less formal pose for the mountaineers 

Would that we all live to see a sight like this! 



O n the 9th of March 4 AV members made the trip 
to Birmingham on a visit to the National Motor-
cycle Museum. 

On display are over 800 British bikes dating from 1900 to 
1995, and all restored to the highest standard. 

On arrival we went straight to the excellent restaurant for 
morning coffee and breakfast.  

Fully refreshed Chixxy stepped forward and sorted out the 
entrance fees. (pay back time for the turkey maybe). 

It took over 3 hours to view all on offer, we all agreed that 
whatever ideas manufacturers come up with today has al-
ready been done before, 

Including belt drive. Where did all those marques go?. 

For those who are interested in anything bikes it is well 
worth the visit, and not over priced as most bike shows 
seem to be nowadays. 

After the obligatory photo shoot it was off to the pub for a 
beer, lunch and a well earned rest for tired feet. 

A free flowing (almost eventful) journey back up to York-

shire and we all arrived back at my local village pub safe 
and sound for a birthday drink. 

Thanks to Chixxy, Les and Richard for a great day out do-
ing what biker blokes do, (talk a load of nuts and bolts). 

Bob Elliott  

‘Freedom ain’t Free’ 
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A  crusty old biker, on a summer ride in the country, 
walks into a tavern and sees a sign hanging over the 
bar, which reads: 

Checking his wallet for the necessary payment, he walks up 
to the bar and beckons to the exceptionally attractive female 
bartender serving drinks to a meagre looking group of farm-
ers. 

'Yes?' she inquires with a knowing smile, 'can I help you?' 

'I was wondering,' whispers the old biker, 'are you the young 
ladywho gives the hand-jobs?' 

'Yes,' smiles and purrs, 'I sure am.' 

The old biker replies, 'Well go wash your hands. I want a 
cheeseburger.' 

 
CHEESEBURGER: $1.50 

CHICKEN SANDWICH: $2.50 
HAND JOB: $100.00 

FUN TIMES 



PAGE 9 ISSUE: APRIL 2009 

AIRE VALLEY SETS SAIL! 

O ur members swapped Kirkstall Road for “The 
Kirkstall Flyboat” on Friday 27th March and filled 
the barge for the first official social activity of the 
season.   

It was 9 years since the last Aire Valley barge trip which had 
been our first Aire Valley experience, so we thought it was 
high time to repeat the trip.  Some of the members had 
thought so too, they had also been there on the last barge 
trip. 

When we arrived  at Leeds Canal Basin just before 7.30 
some of our members were already huddled in the down-
stairs galley.  It was lovely and cosy with the lights flickering 
on the water and it was great to see some of our very long 
standing members as well as Mick a brand new member who 
had only had his bike for 2 days! 

As usual, stories of touring holidays were told and laughed 
about and discussions about where we were all planning to 
go to in 2009.   

With just a little background music and views of ever chang-
ing new and old Leeds from the windows supper was served, 
and very nice is was too. 

Thanks for the positive feedback, we are glad you all enjoyed 

it.  Hopefully, this could be a regular event (i.e. every 9 
years) – no joking we must do it again before then!   

MICK PIERCE 

ACTIVITIES OFFICER 

The Cosy Interior of the SS AVHOG! 

Steve King’s Eyes are fixed on......the wine perhaps - but does Sandra approve?? 
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MRS DAVE’S DIARY - OUT AND ABOUT 

W hen our big adventure holiday down under 
was drastically cut short from six weeks to 
one, due to unforeseen circumstances, Dave 

decided to use the money he had saved by upgrading his 
Standard Glyde for this year’s model.  So that was another 
bike he had to run in before the riding season started.  He 
managed to do this with short trips into Huddersfield and 
Leeds and when the weather started to improve we took 
advantage and went out as much as we could. 

15th March:  St Patrick’s Day Parade, Leeds:  Having 
gone to Dublin last year, we decided to go on the Leeds 
Parade and set off to Squires where we met other Aire Val-
ley members.  We rode into Leeds and hung around until 
the parade started – usual procedure, but the wait was 
shorter than in Dublin!  As the day was warm and sunny and 
the pace was slow, it wasn’t doing the engine any good. We 
pulled off the parade and set off into North Yorkshire, in-
tending to reach the coast, but only got as far as The High-
wayman before heading back home through villages on un-
familiar roads.  It’s always good to try out different roads. 

29th March:  The first really good Sunday of the year saw 
us in Matlock Bath.  The place was heaving with like 
minded bikers but we found a space on the main drag and 
parked up, had some fish and chips and got new waistcoats 
from the sale rail outside Biker’s Gearbox. 

5th April:   Another nice Sunday so we went down to the 
Dealership and Brian took us to a supermarket in Kirby 
Lonsdale.  Actually they sold brilliant sausage sandwiches 
and there was lots of space to park.  From there we went 
back to The Bridge which was packed out, complete with 
police who took a dislike to Shid’s number plate as they 
could not read it and gave him a rectification order.  After-
wards we went on one of Dave’s favourite roads to Hawes, 

via Ribblehead, had a coffee, then home.  Another good day 
out. 

12th April:   Easter Sunday and the sun shone all 
day.  Keith & Julie Wainwright, Mally Sargeant and us de-
cided to go out for the day so we set off for Rivington Barn, 
near Bolton.  We went over by Nont Sarah’s into Lanca-
shire but it was a bit early for food so we called at the Pre-
ston Dealership hoping for a coffee but it was closed due to 
it being Easter.  We forgot that shop keepers also like a day 
off!  Back towards Bolton and got to the Barn at a good time 
as there were plenty of vacant tables in spite of the place 
being packed outside.  After a delicious Sunday roast, we 
headed back to God’s own County via little villages and 
called for coffee and cake in Skipton.  Another good day out 
on roads we hadn’t been on before. 

13th April: Easter Monday – Hog in the Bard:  The 
Quality of Mercy was not strained when we got up early on a 
misty morning to set off for Stratford.  We saw this event 
on the website and thought ‘why not?’.  We met up with 
the Sherwood Chapter at the Leicester Forest Services on 
the M1 at 10.15am and about 150 bikers rode to Stratford 
via Draycote Water where we stopped for tea and bacon 
butties.  Then on through quaint little villages with thatched 
roofed cottages until we got to Stratford and parked up in 
the Holiday Inn car park along with other Chapters from all 
around.  By this time the sun was shining and it was quite 
warm and the place was very busy.  We watched a juggling 
busker perform down by the river before we decided to have 
or not have an ice cream and sat for a while devouring said 
ice cream whilst being watched by the bard himself.   Alas, 
poor Yorick, we knew no-one well, nor did we recognise any 
bikes so we set off for home and got back in time for tea and 
more decorating. Well isn’t that what Easter is for! 

 Mrs Dave 

Mr Dave, and new ‘Glide 

Shakespeare would have approved of Stratford 
being invaded by bikers 
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PIERCEBRIDGE 17/18/19 APRIL 

A  couple of years ago it was suggested we had a bik-
ing weekend away to a hotel not too far away –(so 
members could make it after work on a Friday if 

necessary),  but in an area where we could take in great 
countryside in a slightly different location.  Luckily Mick 
and Gordon Macfarlane found The George Hotel at Pierce-
bridge which was the destination for our members who 
gathered for the second year running to ride to the hotel on 
a cool but sunny Friday morning.  

We were very pleased to welcome Sandra and Barry 
Hedges from St Ledger who had decided to join their 
friends Tony and Maria for their first trip official trip away 
with Aire Valley. 

The George Hotel hadn’t been put off by our antics and 
laughter from 2008 and now that the renovations are nearly 
complete some of us were treated to “superior rooms”.  
Mick and I were given the bridal suite which after 37 years 
of marriage we think we deserved! 

The ride to Piercebridge was great, passing through Ripon, 
Middleham and Leyburn until the first stop at Brymor Ice 
Cream Farm (some of us were too cold for ice cream and 
preferred tea/coffee).  Tony Lister was brave enough to 
have a giant cone and Brian preferred ice cream this time to 
his usual bacon sandwich.   The stop lasted about 45 mins 
and as usual biking tales were told and memories of last year 
at Piercebridge came back with of course the usual funny 
stories!  We could laugh about Phil and Andi because they 
couldn’t make the Friday ride out this time.  Brian Roche 
loves the ride there so he came along – well done Brian. 

About an hour later we were at the hotel.  Some of us had 
promised to be good and take in the scenery, others headed 
straight for the bar – no prizes for guessing who did what!  

It wasn’t warm enough this year to sit on the terrace but we 
did have the log fires which were just as good. 

It was a nice surprise to see Ian McNeill who was a last min-
ute attendee and managed to get the last room.  Rob got a 
round of applause when he arrived from East Yorkshire.  
Dot followed later that evening and Rob had a nice drink 
waiting for her.  Last but not least Pam and Dave who had 
set off after work! 

The hotel does brilliant food and we had a private dining 
room that night.  Back to the bar then for more chat and 
stories.  Jimmy Doyle won the prize for first to bed, quickly 
followed by Mick who disappeared to check his bike and 
never returned!  I found him in our bridal suite snoring! 

Thanks to Dave Terry and Andi/Phil for leading the Satur-
day ride out from Pool-in-Wharfedale with other Aire Val-
ley members.  Nice to see 2 new members back on their 
bike after their accident at the end of last season only to 
have a skirmish with an OAP on the way up (not too off 
putting we hope for the rest of the season).  That little party 
arrived just in time before the Geordie Chapter. 

The turn out from the Geordie Chapter was as usual excel-
lent and our thanks are really due to Mick Ingledew and 
Julie Horsfield for  their organisation.   These guys never 
cease to amaze us, they are full of enthusiasm and friendship 
and all at Aire Valley really appreciate their involvement. 

Now, how can a story about fuelling your bike be so amus-
ing?  I suppose you had to be there!  All we can say is that 
during the briefing a certain Doc J realised he needed fuel 
before the ride out and proceeded to ride off in search of 
same – only to return some 20 mins later when the ride out 
had left!  

(Continued on page 12) 

The George Hotel, Piercebridge 

The break at Brymor Ice Cream 
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PIERCEBRIDGE 17/18/19 APRIL (CONT’D) 

At the same time our guests from St Ledger had a minor 
mishap as the ride out left which necessitated in Mick help-
ing to pick up their bike which meant that then 3 bikes had 
to play catch up – unsuccessfully.  Never mind these things 
happen.  

Luckily I had been paying attention so knew certain land-
marks they would be visiting which resulted in us getting to 
the lighthouse first – only to find a text from Dave and Pam 
who had got separated from the ride with 2 members of the 
Geordie road crew resulting in their own private tour of 
Geordie land.  So, it’s a big thank you to Mick and Alan 
from the Geordie Chapter for looking after Dave and Pam 

so well and a reminder to all to fill up in good time 
(especially if your name is John).  

Next stop was the dealership at Newcastle so folks could 
stock up on winter gloves and new tee shirts – watch out 
for “It Ain’t over till the Fat Boy Screams”  - nice one Phil. 

It was back to the hotel (just in time to join Sandra and her 
champagne) for the second night so the ladies could wear 
their new tee shirts.  Funnily enough most discussions cen-
tred around the men this time, (Rik) wished Wendy had 
packed the iron and Tony wished he hadn’t worn the shirt 
with bugle beads.   Anyway it was another great night. 

Nice to see Dave and Jane the next morning for the ride 
back to Leeds – this time in the sunshine. 

At the attendees request there is a provisional date for next 
year 23rd/24th April – the event is growing so make a date 
in your diary.  It was a sell out this year and space is limited 
so contact me if you are interested.  

Since our return the Geordie chapter have been in contact 
and they are to  plan a weekend in Yorkshire -  as details 
emerge about their trip they will be published on the Ac-
tivities Page along with the extent of our involvement.  
They are a great bunch of folks and members will have a 
chance to meet them on “The Pie Run” – May 17th – please 
see ride out timetable for further details. 

SUE PIERCE 

(Continued from page 11) 

Aire Valley at the Avalon  

The Geordie Ride Briefing 

Aire Valley with the Geordie Chapter at 
Whitley Bay Lighthouse.  

A great ride, but perishing! 
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THUNDER OR CLAP? 

I ’ll confess to being a fair weather biker. I cannot see any 
point in riding in the rain or when the temperature is 
just above freezing. However, sometimes we have to 

get out and suffer. Last Easter Monday was such a day. 
Travelling from Lafayette, Louisiana to Orlando, Florida in 
3 days didn’t leave any time for sightseeing. Easter Sunday 
from  Lafayette had been overcast and windy but dry and 
we made good time along I-10.  This is a freeway much 
criticised by bikers but where else can you ride 18  miles 
over a swamp or  cross  bridges that rise hundreds of feet 
over rivers doing a steady 75 with not much traffic? Turning 
off in Pensecola we stopped for the night in Destin, a resort 
town on the Florida Panhandle. If you are ever there check 
out McGuire’s Irish Pub.  

Monday started well enough. Sunshine and a light breeze 
was encouraging enough to go for a 30 minute run along the 
seafront. Wheels rolling was  at 9am and after a 100 yds 
(literally) the heavens opened and by the time we could pull 
in I was pretty wet. Carol, being a cautious person, had 
already put on her wetsuit. Instead of the coast route we 
headed inland so turned left over a toll bridge. Lots of fum-
bling with wet gloves digging out 5 dollars. The rain was 
getting worse so we decided to stop for breakfast and hoped 
that it cleared. The only place we could find was a McDon-
ald’s and just as we pulled in the torrent started. Rain 
bouncing 2 feet off the ground. Cars crawling along as visi-
bility was almost zero. The place started to fill up with lo-
cals escaping the rain. A few folks sympathized with our 
plight but they weren’t optimistic about the rain letting up. 
Then the thunder and lightning started. 2 hours later we 
were still there debating the options. The town was called 
Niceville (honestly). I am sure it is when the sun shines but 
we had another name for the place. Eventually the rain 
eased so it was on with all the gear and heading east on 
route 20. We decided the pleasures of I-10 with spray and 
standing water wasn’t that appealing. This time we made it 

half a mile before the rain was bouncing 3 feet off the 
ground. Unfortunately we were in a line of cars doing about 
5 miles per hour. First chance to pull off was a Chevron 
garage with a nice wide canopy. This provided shelter for 
the next hour. Nobody seemed to mind that we spent a 
hour blocking a pump even though we only bought a coffee 
and a donut. 

At last the rain eased again and this time we made it 80 
miles to a one-horse town called Bristol, which consisted of 
3 garages and a motel around a crossroads. I’m not sure 
there was even a horse because the locals would probably 
have eaten it. We sat in one of the garages watching the rain 
and the lightning. This was mostly sheet but with the occa-
sional spectacular fork which by boy scout’s law was hitting 
the ground about 4 miles away. The clientele in the garage 
were interesting. Lots of scary people with staring eyes and 
no teeth. If we had been in kayaks it would have been a 
scene from Deliverance, except we would have been drier. 
After an hour we thought about calling it a day so Carol 
went over the road to check out the Snowbird Motel. The 
only essential was a laundry so we could dry out. We never 

(Continued on page 14) 

Keith and Carol - definitely not Scum! 
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THUNDER OR CLAP (CONT’D) 

found out if there was a laundry as it turned out to be a cat 
house.  Lots of pick ups, lumberjacks and oriental ladies in 
pink negligees. 

So we had a choice. A night in a brothel or risk being fried 
by a bolt from the heavens? The lightning won. Thankfully 
the rain had eased a bit so we headed for Talahassee, which 
was about 50 miles away. There was hardly any traffic but 
lots of spectacular bursts of lightning and thunder all 
around. Now and again I was sure I smelt ozone which my 
boy scout law says is a sure sign of electrical activity but it 
could have been from the pine forests along route 20. At 
least that was what I convinced myself. Other than that the 
only scary moment was when I got to a crossroads and 
looked in my mirror to see nothing! Being used to the full 
beam of Carol’s Sportster this was a bit of a worry. Fortu-
nately she turned up a few minutes later, still alive despite 
her do-rag suddenly descending to cover her eyes under the 
helmet. Arrived in the crazy traffic of Talahassee as it was 
getting dark so with no idea where we were, hardly able to 
see through the rain the sight of a Days Inn was most wel-

come. Spent a couple of dollars in their tumble drier , dried 
out a bit, ordered a Chinese take out (food not a 'lady') and 
prayed for a dry day. About 130 miles in 10 hours. And to 
cap it all this was our wedding anniversary! 

Fortunately Tuesday was cloudy and windy but stayed dry 
almost all the way to our destination. We fuelled up about 
10 miles from our friend’s place and once again 100 yards 
after leaving it started to rain. However, compared to the 
previous day this was nothing so we arrived safely, slightly 
damp to a warm welcome and a cold beer! 

Wouldn’t swap this life for anything! 

PS The other 10 days were in the 80s. 

Keith Gordon 

(Continued from page 13) 
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WHO HAS BEEN NAUGHTY THEN? 
....a guide to Fixed Penalty Notices by “Lone Wolf” 

I f a police officer in uniform thinks you are committing 
or has committed a fixed penalty offence he can give 
you a fixed penalty notice which will result in you hav-

ing to pay Mr Darling between £30 and £200 and possibly 
collect three points on you licence.  

If the offence is endorseable and the person is the holder of 
a licence, the constable can normally only give a fixed pen-
alty notice to you if you produce your licence and its coun-
terpart. The constable must be satisfied that you would not 
be liable for disqualification if you are convicted of the of-
fence (under the totting up procedure); and you surrender 
your licence and its counterpart for the penalty points to be 
added to your licence 

If the offence is endorseable and you do not have your li-
cence with you, the constable can give you a notice to pro-
duce it within 7 days together with a provisional fixed pen-
alty. You must attend a police station with the provisional 
ticket and your licence. If you will not get a total of more 
than 12 penalty points, the provisional fixed penalty is con-
firmed as a full fixed penalty by the receiving officer at the 
police station. 

Payment of the penalty before the end of the suspended 
enforcement period means that no proceedings may then be 
brought against you in respect of the offence. In the case of 
an endorseable fixed penalty, the relevant 
person will endorse the licence and return it 
to you.  

If you fail to produce his licence at the police 
station, you may commit the further non en-
dorseable offence of failing to produce a li-
cence under section 54 (4) RTOA it, pro-
vided the officer has given you the require-
ment to produce it under section161 Road Traffic Act. 

If you do not agree you have committed the offence you 
may requests a hearing, and the case may be tried at court. 

However, if by the end of the suspended enforcement pe-
riod you have not requested a hearing, and not paid the 
fixed penalty, a sum equal to the fixed penalty plus one-half 
of the amount of that penalty may be registered (section 71) 
for enforcement against the recipient as a fine (section 55
(3)).  In other words a £60 penalty becomes a £90 fine and 
the Court have powers to seize your assets and possibly 
send you to prison if you do not pay!  

The registration certificate for this sum must be sent to the 
local Court in which you live. The Court must then send a 
notice to you. You may respond within 21 days with a 
statutory declaration that you are not the person issued with 

the fixed penalty or that you has given the correct notice for 
a court hearing, or offered payment. 

If your vehicle is stationary and unattended a constable, 
vehicle examiner or traffic warden who believes a nonen-
dorseable fixed penalty offence is or has been committed 
(e.g. defective number plate, or wrongly parked), in re-

spect of a stationary vehicle may affix a fixed 
penalty notice to the vehicle. As with endorse-
able fixed penalties, if the penalty is paid before 
the suspended enforcement period has expired; 
no proceedings can be brought against you for 
the offence.  If you do not think you have com-
mitted an offence, a hearing at Court will be 
given if you ask for one during the suspended 

enforcement period. 

Where the fixed penalty has not been paid by the end of the 
suspended enforcement period and no one has requested a 
hearing, the police may serve a notice on the owner of the 
vehicle (section 63 (2)) and you as a vehicle owner maybe 
liable for the penalty. 

Police officers are permitted to issue up to three fixed pen-
alty notices for one 

occurrence but only one of those three notices may be for 
an endorseable offence. 

To Harley owners and car owners the most common and 
most serious fixed penalties relate to Speed Enforcement. 

The Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) has issued 

(Continued on page 16) 

Do you recognise the Lone Wolf? 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR ACTIVITIES OFFICER 

S o, we have had the barge trip and the weekend at 
Piercebridge. Both of these have been written-up in 
articles in this issue of Aire Valley Times, and were 

very much enjoyed by those who attended. 

So What Next? 

PLEASE SEND ME YOUR SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE 
SOCIAL OCCASIONS 

Guess we will all be busy at rallies during this season and on 
the ride outs: 

I will be leading the Green’s Pie Run on 17th May (please 
see website for route) - to depart from Lawnswood Arms, 
Adel at 10am – BACON SANDWICHES AND COFFEE/
TEA FROM 9.15am 

There is a busy weekend 23rd/24th MAY: 

SATURDAY 23rd MAY – “The Dick Turpin Ride” – invite 
from Thames Valley Chapter to join them for a ride to York 
leaving from the Doncaster Dealership around lunchtime to 
the Castle Museum for a photo shoot.    I plan to be at the 
Leeds shop late morning Sat 23rd to ride to Doncaster shop 
and then to York and all are welcome to join me.  Times 
yet to be confirmed from Thames Valley but I will send 
them to Doc John for the website nearer the time. 

They will be staying at the 
Selby Fork Hotel on Satur-
day night and they plan to 
visit Squires Cafe that eve-
ning.   Please go along and 
make yourselves known to 
them. The next day they 
will ride to Edinburgh. 

SUNDAY 24TH MAY 

A  ride out to Lincoln deal-
ership to visit our member and former photographer “Bad 
Ed” – Eddie Clarke  - he is now their Manager and it will be 
great to see him again and I am sure he will be pleased to 
see his friends and Aire Valley members.  Details of route 
to be posted on website nearer the time. 

MICK PIERCE 
ACTIVITIES OFFICER 

07734301268 
 
PS - The HEAT Course I recently attended in Germany was 
well worth attending, made lots of new friends and contacts 
and got lots of new ideas for Activities.  Thanks to Rob for 
the invite"  

speed enforcement policy guidance, which suggests that en-
forcement will normally occur when a driver exceeds the 
speed limit by a particular margin. This is normally 10 per 
cent over the speed limit plus 2 mph. It also sets guidelines 
for when it would not be appropriate to issue a fixed penalty 
notice but to issue a summons instead (see the table below). 
Note that these are guidelines and that a police officer has 
discretion to act outside of them providing he acts fairly, 
consistently and proportionately. 

Limit   ACPO charging  Summons 
  threshold  

20 mph   24 mph    35 mph 

30 mph   35 mph    50 mph 

40 mph   46 mph    66 mph 

50 mph   57 mph    76 mph 

60 mph   68 mph    86 mph 

70 mph   79 mph    96 mph 

The effect of these guidelines is that if you are travelling at 
say 50 in 30 area you are very likely to get a summons with a 
much higher fine, higher points – up to six- or possible dis-
qualification them the fixed penalty of than £60 and three 
points on the licence. 

Be aware that if you collect more than 12 points on you li-
cence in the next three years you will be appearing in Court 
for a minimum 6 months disqualification.  

If your licence is required for your job you may be able to 
argue special circumstances not to be disqualified but there is 
no guarantee you will succeed and you would be well ad-
vised to get legal advice on this matter. 

The fixed penalty system for road traffic offences can be 
found in Part III of the Road Traffic Offenders Act 1988 
(RTOA). Offences for which fixed penalties may be im-
posed are set out in Schedule 3 RTOA. The regime is com-
plex. Further and more detailed information about fixed 
penalties can be found on the Home Office website but as 
with any Court matters good legal advice from a solicitor is 
essential.  

Lone Wolf 

(Continued from page 15) 

WHO HAS BEEN NAUGHTY THEN? (CONT’D) 
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THINGS MY MOTORCYCLE TAUGHT ME! 
♦ The only good view of a thunderstorm is in your 

rearview mirror. 

♦ People ask us why we ride a motorcycle. For those 
who have experienced the joy, no explanation is 
necessary; for those who have not, no explanation is 
possible. 

♦ I'd rather be riding my motorcycle and thinking 
about God, than sitting in church thinking about my 
motorcycle. 

♦ Four wheels move the body; two wheels move the 
soul. 

♦ Most motorcycle problems are caused by the nut 
that connects the handlebars to the saddle. 

♦ Life may begin at 30, but it doesn't get real interest-
ing until about 60 mph! 

♦ You start the game of life with a full pot o'luck and 
an empty pot of experience. The object is to fill the 
pot of experience before you empty the pot of luck. 

♦ If you wait, all that happens is that you get older. 

♦ Midnight bugs taste just as bad as Noon time bugs. 

♦ Saddlebags can never hold everything you want, but 
they CAN hold everything you need. 

♦ Don't ride so late into the night that you sleep 
through the sunrise. 

♦ Sometimes it takes a whole tank full of gas before 
you can think straight. 

♦ Riding faster than everyone else only guarantees 
you'll ride alone. 

♦ Never hesitate to ride past the last street light at the 
edge of town. 

♦ Never do less than forty miles before breakfast. 

♦ A bike on the road is worth two in the shed. 

♦ Respect the person who has seen the dark side of 
motorcycling and lived, and still rides. 

♦ Young riders pick a destination and go. Old riders 
pick a direction and go. 

♦ A good mechanic will let you watch without charg-
ing you for it. 

♦ Sometimes the fastest way to get there is to stop for 
the night. 

♦ Always back your bike into the curb and sit where 
you can see it 

♦ There are drunk riders and there are old riders, but 
there are not many old, drunk riders. 

♦ Ride to work. Work to ride. 

♦ Whatever it is, it's better in the wind. 

♦ Two-lane blacktop isn't a highway - it's an attitude. 

♦ When you look down the road, it seems to never 
end - but you better believe it does! 

♦ Winter is Nature's way of telling you to test the 
electrics. 

♦ Keep your bike in good repair. Motorcycle boots are 
not all that comfortable for walking. 

♦ People are like motorcycles: each is customized a bit 
differently. 

♦ Sometimes, the best communication happens when 
you're on separate bikes. 

♦ When you're riding lead, don't spit. 

♦ A friend is someone who'll get out of bed at 2 a.m. 
to drive his pickup to the middle of nowhere to get 
you when you're broken down. 

♦ Catching a wasp in your shirt at 70 mph can double 
your vocabulary. 

♦ There's something ugly about a NEW bike on a 
trailer 

♦ Everyone crashes. Some get back on, some don't, 
some can't. 

♦ If you can't get it going with bungee cords and duct 
tape, it's serious. 

♦ If you ride like there's no tomorrow, there may not 
be. 

♦ The best modifications cannot be seen from the out-
side. 

♦ Always replace the cheapest parts first. 

♦ You can forget what you do for a living when your 
knees are in the breeze. 

♦ Only a biker knows why a dog sticks his head out of 
a car window. 

♦ Keep the paint up, and the rubber down! 

♦ There are two types of people in this world, people 
who ride motorcycles and people who wish they 
could ride 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RIDE EM IF YOU GOT EM !!! 
Keith Gordon 
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HEAD ROAD CAPTAIN’S SPOT 

H ello from your Head Road Captain., Dave Far-
rand. This is my 5th year (I think) as a member of 
Aire Valley HOG and my 2nd as Head Road Cap-
tain.  

On my first ever ride out with Aire Valley I turned up in 
York to go on the Norwegian invasion ride and it rekindled 
my old memories of the Pudsey MC Club, The Highway-
man’s MC Club, days in the 70’s & 80’s, big ride outs num-
bers - 50 to 70 on a Monday club night and 100 plus on a 
weekend to the various Rallies, the good old days.  

In those days to be a member you had to turn up on your 
bike to a meeting and find out what rallies and rides are 
planed for the following week, No Web, E-Mail, Mobile 
tel, Magazine, text messages etc. as I said -The Good Old 
Days.     

Over the next few ride outs with Aire Valley, it took on a 
new turn - having the roundabouts, road junctions and traf-
fic lights blocked by road captains,  

(Well what the hell - go with the flow). By the 7th or 8th 
ride out I was getting bored.  

Seeing the road captains riding the line to get back to the 
front, I wanted to do that! I had a word with Tony Burns to 
see what the plan was to becoming a road captain. The next 
thing David Sheard, Keith Wainwright and I are off to Rid-
ers Edge, Builth Wells in Wales and the rest, as they say, is 
history. 

I am happy with my 1st year as HRC (hope you are) I could 
not have done it without the support of all.  

Big thanks to all road captains for setting the rides and ven-
ues, not forgetting Steve & Jo. 

This March the road captains met at Troydale for a road 
captains meeting to plan routes and go through the 2009 
calendar.  

The ride outs for 2009 are now all set and on the web and 
in this issue of the AVT. 

You will see on the ride out sheets the rides are setting of 
from Elland Road, Leeds on a Sunday at 09.30am (start ride 
at 10.00am).   

The reason behind this move is -1st parking at LHD, and 
the lack of toilet facilities, the dealership moving to a new 
venue.  

If it does not work out at Elland Road we can look at some-
thing different. I am open to any polite suggestions! 

I try and put a ride out sheet together for all rides with as 
much detail as possible on to it. Are you happy to receive 
ride out sheets or are you happy to turn up on a Sunday and 

go without knowing the destination, Please let me know.  

The hardest job of a road captain is setting and planning a 
ride, where to go, what speed to lead the ride, when to stop 
for a comfort stop / toilet /food, miles 150 or 250 round 
trip, the list goes on.  

You may not think it’- but a lot of work is involved in set-
ting a ride, Safety for riders and the group, remember not 
all riders are as experienced as you!. 

I am now happy we are not blocking traffic lights and road 
junctions (had all I can take with red traffic lights and barri-
ers!). Unfortunately the group can get spread out a wee bit 
but you have no need to break the speed limits to keep up, 
rely on your road captains to wait and mark the way. 

If you are unhappy with ride outs, come and have a word or 
send me an  

e-mail.  

Last year I did not receive a lot of feed back related to the 
ride outs. Complaint or praise, all your comments are wel-
come, good or bad.  

If you would like to set a ride and know of a nice venue see 
myself or a road captain.  

Try it, set a ride out, the road captains will back you up. 

All complaints are welcome but please remember when you 
are having a gripe. Remember the Son (Brian) and his old 
Dad (David) taking a horse to the market,  

(Continued on page 19) 

Dave Farrand, Head Road Captain 
with Billy Bremner Statue at Elland Road 
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HRC SPOT (CONT’D) 

The tale of Brian and Dave 

Brian and old Dad David walking at the side of a horse 
down the road, a man coming in the opposite direction sees 
the pair and suggests that Brian rides the horse to give his 
feet a rest, so then Brian hopped on the horse and rides for a 
while. 

After a mile or two the pair meet a 2nd man coming down 
the road, and he is astonished to see Brian on the horse and 
the old Dad David walking at his side. Come on, down you 
get, and let your old Dad David ride the horse, you walk. 
You are younger and fitter.  

After a mile or three the old Dad David suggests to his Son 
Brian, up you get, the horse can carry the two of us for a 
while. 

Before long a 3rd man sees the pair on the horse and tells 
Brian and his old Dad David to get off the horse and walk, 
and let the horse rest.  

The Son, Brian is confused, and asks his old Dad David - 
why? 

Brian Son, you cannot please all the people all the 
time! 

Remember all rides are different, try 3 or 4 and find the 
type of ride you are happy with.              

Over the last 2/3 years the ride outs have started by now, 
you can blame me for the late start in 2009.  

Because of Snow in 2008 and the cancellation of the Rain & 
Shine ride 2008, I put the Start date back by 3 weeks 
(looking to see some Sun). Low and behold, did I get it 
wrong, sorry; I am a HGV driver not a weather man. 

The ride out raffles are going down well, last years we sold 

over £750 in tickets, ½ going back on prizes. Remember all 
denated prizes welcome. If you would like to help Andie 
Hannam selling raffles tickets on a Sunday come forward. 

Two new road captains joined the ranks, Allan Ward & 
Keith Chandler. I give a warm welcome; two others, Mark 
Williamson & Pavlo Andrusiak, decided to hang up their 
yellow jackets – a big thank you to them from me and the 
group. 

In total 24 Road Captains for 2009 

Andie Hannam – Alex Redfearn – Allan Ward – Andy 
Jennings – Bob Elliott - Brian Roche – Dave Holden – Dave 
Terry – David Farrand – David Sheard - Graham Partridge - 
Gary Grundy – Graham Norris – Ian McNeill - Keith Chan-
dler – Keith Maybey – Keith Wainwright - Les Tyas – Mi-
chael Pierce Richard Wilton - Ross Calverley – Tony Burns 
- Tony Fieldhouse – Wayne Clamp. 

Occasional Vests for 2009  

Mark Shidlow - Joe Davidson – Gordon Macfarlane – Mark 
Williamson. 

Plus all Aire Valley Members for H.O.H. (60 required).  

As I am on the roads a lot I would like to say a big Thank 
You to Brian Roche for all his help with the web / research 
and keeping me up to date. 

Brian as Safety Officer is well on top of all matters relating 
to ride outs and HOG group safety. 

Remember the First Aide Course Saturday 09 May 2009. 
£10.00 start 11.00am finish 4.00pm, contact Brian to book 
a place - open to all members.   

We are a Harley Davidson Riders Group, let’s ride and 
enjoy ourselves if you are not in to big group riding try the 
rides on a Wednesday, with Mick and Tony or turn up to 
the unofficial rides on Sundays at 9.45am at Leeds Harley 
Davidson, No Road Captains, you go where the mood takes 
you.   

On a personal note - a BIG thank you to: Brian Roche: John 
Davison: Wayne Clamp: for all your advice and help over 
the last 7 months, re the red light & barrier comment ear-
lier. (I.O.U.3, a good drink). Thanks too to any one else 
that wished me well with the matter – it’s over now!      

 Which ever way you look at it we all ride Harleys, we 
should be getting out and enjoying the roads not stopping in 
and writing letters and emails. 

As I have mentioned before, I hate putting pen to paper, let 
me drive a 45 foot, 18 wheel articulated lorry through the 
middle of London anytime!   

Safe Riding, See you all Soon. 

David Farrand, HRC  

(Continued from page 18) 
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NEW MEMBERS RIDE-OUT 

A  crystal clear spring Sunday in late April saw the 
first official ride-out of the season when 53 bikes 
turned up at Elland Road for the New Members 

Ride - with the new members pictured above. 

HRC Dave Farrand gave a briefing to those new to group 
riding; explaining what would happen during the ride, how 
the group should ride in a staggered formation, and what 
the group could expect from the road captains, particularly 
on the first part of the ride as we left the city. 

The ride departed Elland Road and wound its way through 
Oulton, Methley, Castleford, Ferrybridge and Snaithe out 

into the open countryside to the east of Leeds. It’s fair to 
say that the ride went very well, with the group able to 
maintain a good pace - so goo in fact that HRC Dave had to 
add a loop onto the end of the ride to make sure we didn’t 
get to the pub too early. 

A great deal of shiny metal was on display in the pub car 
park at lunchtime, and some interesting photos emerged 
(see below. 

All in all, a great success, and thanks to Faz for his normal 
faultless organisation. 

Ed 
 

Leg-lifting is not all bad! 

I n the interest of world peace - how many wars are 
started by misunderstandings? How were we to know 
that Americans preferred coffee to tea, and that Napoli 

an was feeling a right tit -I would like to clarify the situation 
mentioned in last AVT. 

When bikes pass on the continent and raise a leg, it is to 
either say thanks for letting me pass or Hi. Simple really - as 
they drive on the wrong side of the road and the side near-
est to you is the throttle side, they can't use their hands - so 
the lifting of the leg. 

Peacemaker Dave Sheard Much to be admired in the spring sunshine 



 

RIDE OUT SCHEDULE 
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Date Day Ride out Meet At Start Ride Road Captains 

12 April Sunday Easter Sunday No Ride Out     

18 April Saturday   Piercebridge 
Weekend 

    

26 April Sunday New Members 
Ride Out 

Elland Road 10.00am David Farrand - 
All R/C 

03 May Sunday Rain & Shine Elland Road 10.00am David Farrand - 
Richard Wilton 

09 May Saturday First Aid Course Troydale Club 10.30am/4.00p
m 

Zenith 

17 May Sunday Pie Run Barrow 
in Furness 

Elland Road 10.00am David Farrand - 
Mick Pierce 

23 May Saturday Meet Thames 
Valley, Ride to 
York 

TBA Mick Pierce   

24 May Sunday Lincoln HD Ride 
Out 

Elland Road 10.00am Mick Pierce - 
Andy Hannom 

06 June Saturday Sat/Run H.O.H Camp Site 10.00am David Farrand - 
Brian Roche 

07 June Sunday Ride the Bridge 
H.O.H. 

Camp Site 10.00am David Farrand - 
58 R/C 

21 June Sunday Matlock Bath 
Run 

Elland Road 10.00am David Farrand 

28 June Sunday Trough of Bow-
lands 

Elland Road 10.00am Wayne Clamp - 
Andy Jennings 

05 July Sunday Saltburn Ride 
Out 

Elland Road 10.00am Brian Roche - 
Tony Burns 

02 August Sunday Manchester - 
Chester ride 

Elland Road 10.00am Keith Maybey – 
Gary Grundy 

15 August Saturday Riding Rally Ride 
Out 

Camp Site 10.30am Brian Roche – 
Wayne Clamp 

06 September Sunday Aire Valley 
Poker Run 

TBA TBA Gordon Mac 
Farlane 

13 September Sunday North East Ride Elland Road 10.00am Dave Terry - 
Graham Norris 

27 September Sunday Derbyshire Ride 
Out 

Elland Road 10.00am Les Tyas – Tony 
Fieldhouse 

04 October Sunday Richmond North 
West Ride 

Elland Road 10.00am Ian Mc Neil – 
Keith Wain-
wright 

10 October Saturday R T T W Woodall S/S M1 08.00am              
Leave 08.30am - 
All Aire Valley 

  

25 October Sunday South East Ride 
Out 

Elland Road 10.00am Bob Elliott – 
Dave Holden 

01 November Sunday Last Ride Out LHD 10.00am David Farrand – 
All R/C 
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HOG ON THE HUMBER 2009 
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HOG ON THE HUMBER, DIRECTIONS 
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COMING EVENTS 

Sponsored by: 

Organised by Thames Valley Chapter 
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LETTERS 
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SMALL ADS/NEWS 
Centre Stand for Harley Touring Models 

AV Member Keith Gordon has found a source of centre 
stands for Harley Touring models. See 
www.ezupcenterstand.com  for more details.  

Features:- 

♦ Currently only for the Harley-Davidson touring 
models in three heights for standard suspensions, 
lowered rear suspension and lowered front and rear 
suspensions.. 

♦ Mounts to the frame with two bolts in less than five 
minutes with a 3/4 inch wrench. 

♦ EZ-OFF by simply placing the bike in gear and driv-
ing off.  Because the rear tire is not completely off 
the ground the bike can be driven off of this stand. 

♦ This EZ-UP stand allows the rider to easily place the 
bike on the stand while still on the bike. 

♦ The tank will hold up to ½ gallon more fuel when 
parked in the upright position 

♦ No frame or bike modification required 

♦ By placing a 3/8 inch spacer (such as a piece of ply-
wood) below the stand you will have the rear wheel 
free of the ground for free rotation and cleaning 

♦ The load carrying points are only on the bottom of 
the frame rails. 

♦ Maintenance free stand with I-Glide self lubricating 
bushings at the pivot locations 

♦ Zinc plated axle 

♦ Stainless steel springs 

♦ Powder coated to match the frame 

The Geordie view of the Whitley Bay Ride 

J ust like to say what a 
great bunch of lads and 
lasses you lot are. 

really enjoyed the day 
even if it was a little on the 
cold side. We're looking 
forward to meeting you all 
again soon at the Pie run 
to Greens Pies, Barrow in 
Furness. 

We are going to have a look at staying down in the Skipton 
area ourselves next year, so maybe we could all have a get 
together and have a ride out from there. 

Thanks again for making the day. 

(We were the one's on the white Heritage that picked up 
the folks that went the wrong way and brought them back 
to Whitley Bay). 

Brian & Chris Robinson. 

 
Could this happen in England? 

G ill & I hired a motorbike in India. (Ok it was a 
Honda) and at 150 rupees per day , about £2, it 
was excellent value. Riding out there is a bit dan-

gerous, what with the sacred cows, lunatic drivers & dread-
ful roads but we were having a great time. 

We stopped in a market town for a cup of tea and some 
shopping, leaving the bike parked with hundreds of others. 
When we came back to collect it we found ourselves the 
centre of attention. Two uniformed policemen were wait-
ing for us & looked most disappointed that we were carry-
ing crash helmets. " Do you have an international driving 
license"? said the first copper. The pantomime began. Ap-
parently the fine for not having an international driving 
license is 1,900 rupees & no I don't have a valid one. (Mine 
expired in 1994). We would have to accompany them to 
the police station & be fined unless we could think of some-
thing else. Not having a crash helmet, rider only, is a fur-
ther 500 rupees. 

Indian policemen are very cheap! I offered them a 100 ru-
pee note (£1.30) each if they looked the other way as a 
start of negotiations & they not only took it, but moved 
several bikes so we could get ours out of the park. What 
chance of offering our local bobbies a fiver next time we 
get pulled for speeding? 

PS There will be Harleys in India soon! Bet you won't get 
one for £2 a day. 

Pete Ward. 
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SMALL ADS 

H arleys are made to ride, and a long trip abroad is 
one of the things we, Harley owners, always 
think about.  At least that's what happens to me, 

and every time I open the garage door and look at my Fat 
Boy, I picture myself riding on lonely roads with my crew, 
enjoying the feeling of freedom and brotherhood. 

I know that we are all going through difficult times this 
days, with the crisis and so on, but I also know that life’s 
too short to waste it, and that everyone should do every-
thing that’s at one’s reach to live life to the full. And that’s 
what I’m doing. Trying to live by what I love most: Riding 
my Harley. 

Call me crazy if you want, but this month I’m launching a 
new company to the difficult and competitive HD-related 
market. It’s called Spain On Twins®. My product: Or-
ganized motorcycle tours around Spain specially designed 
to be enjoyed on Harley-Davidson bikes. A combination of 
riding on the nice and beautiful secondary roads of Spain 
with the amazing touristic possibilities that Spain has to 
offer (history, monuments, food, wine...). For this first 
year I have prepared 3 different routes. The Pyrenees on 
July, the Center of Spain on September, and the sunny 
Andalucia on the south of Spain on October. 11-12 days 
long, with an average of 150 miles (250 k) per day. Long 
enough as to enjoy the ride, and short enough as to arrive 
early to destination and get to know the surroundings or 

enjoy the possibilities of the nice hotels selected for the 
routes. 

All the info is in the website (www.spainontwins.com) and 
I have also developed presence on the main social sites 
(Facebook, MySpace, Flickr or Youtube). I just wanted to 
let you know about my existence.  

I also would love if you could check the info, and then give 
me your feedback. Ultimately, you and your people are the 
perfect benchmark. Harley lovers with a passion for travel-
ing with your bike to discover other places and meet new 
people!! If you could take that time, I would really appreci-
ate.  

Feel free to distribute this info to all your biking buddies, 
friends, club members, relatives, enemies, and anyone you 
can. Actually, I would love it you could help me spread the 
word... 

Thanks in advance. I’m really looking forward for your 
comments. 

Keep riding !! 

Best Regards from Spain 

Lucas 

This article was received by email to editor@avhog.com and has the Director’s permission to be published in the AVT 
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PICTURE GALLERY 

See www.avhog.co.uk for more pictures 
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PICTURE GALLERY 

See www.avhog.co.uk for more pictures 

Gazza with a major decision - which caravan should I go for? 

Some of the Chapter Officers from around Europe who attended the HEAT event in Germany 
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PICTURE GALLERY 

See www.avhog.co.uk for more pictures 

Can you supply a caption to this picture of Dr John (left) and Mick Pierce? 

Email your suggestions to editor@avhog.com. The winner will receive a decent bottle of wine, 
and the winning caption will be published next issue. 



Position Name Contact details (where appropriate)  

Director Rob Mitchelmore director@avhog.co.uk 

Assistant Director Vacant  

Treasurer Mike Gaunt treasurer@avhog.co.uk 

Secretary Sandra Gaunt secretary@avhog.co.uk 

Head Road Captain Dave Farrand (Faz) hrc@avhog.co.uk 

Activities Officer Mick Pierce activities-officer@avhog.co.uk 

AVT Editor Ian McNeill (Mac) editor@avhog.co.uk 

Photographer Eddie Clark (Bad Ed) Photo-ed@avhog.co.uk 

Photographer Debbie Elliott Photo-deb@avhog.co.uk 

Membership Officers Steve and Elaine Walker membership@avhog.co.uk 

Safety Officer Brian Roche safety@avhog.co.uk 

Webmaster John Elliott (Dr. John) webmaster@avhog.co.uk 

Ladies of Harley Rep Alexandra Redfearn loh@avhog.co.uk 

Sponsoring Dealer Brian Dod Brian.D@leedsharley-davidson.co.uk 

Aire Valley Officers 

A ire Valley HOG extends a warm welcome to all 
new and existing Harley Davidson Owners who 
have chosen to join the Harley Owners Group 

(HOG). The Chapter meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of every month from February to November 
each year at the Yarnbury Rugby Club, Horsforth, Leeds. 
Meetings start around 7.30 PM for 8.00 PM. 

Chapter Ride-outs are held on several Sundays throughout 
the biking season, as well as some mid-week rides. Keep 
an eye on the web site at www.avhog.co.uk for details. 

Current Membership for 2009 is 128 members and 43 
associates (pillions). 

We newly welcome: 

Phil King, Bradford 
Michael Reddyhoff, Leeds 
Gordon Buss, Leeds 
Peter Murgatroyd, Bradford 
Robert & Emma Burnett, 
Leeds 
John & Lisa Teasdale, Leeds 
Mark Roots, Thirsk 
Nigel & Gillian Guymer, Beverley 
Mike Deakin, Leeds 
John & Mary Shepherd, Bridlington 

WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW MEMBERS 

HOG Chapter Number: 9695 
Sponsoring dealer: Leeds Harley Davidson 


