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A

ire Valley made the papers in July
with “Debbie’s Harley qualified” (groan) in the Yorkshire
Evening Post (18/07/07) and “Debbie is
Harley thought of” (double groan) in the
Leeds Weekly News (26/07/07)! This
was, as many of you know, following my
Harley-escorted PhD graduation at Leeds
University on Friday 13 July. Needless to
say it rained, but I was so pleased that 17
bikes, in addition to our own, showed up.
Some came for breakfast, but most met up
at Eddy’s for the short journey. It was at
that point that I put on my robe (tucked
between my legs for safety!) and waved
my velvet hat at innocent bystanders as we
approached the University. Roger Boyle,
Head of the School of Computing, and

some of the other staff and students came
along to greet us, and the Press Office
took photos for the University website and
press release, one of which was later to
appear in the papers.
Some of the riders watched the big screen
as I received my certificate from Melvyn
Bragg, the University Chancellor. We
then went to the drinks reception before
18 of us braved the rain for a trip to the
Swan at Aberford for lunch.
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Thanks to all for making this a really enjoyable day. And no matter what the special occasion might be, I’d certainly recommend an Aire Valley escort.
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E DITORIAL
A Physics Lesson...

W

hen a number of us
turned up at Tockwith
airfield one cloudy Sunday in August we expected quite a lot
of things, and feared a few of them,
but we didn’t expect a physics lesson
from our Irish course instructor,
Tom.
We were regaled with a few stories
and myths about motorcycle riding,
and treated to a demonstration which
convinced most of us that Tom had
truly lost his mind.
Having rode his Yamaha ZX*!&^$ a
couple of times around the airfield he
then proceeded to try his best to crash
it. First by weaving from side to side
like a mad man, then by standing up
on the pegs and jumping up and
down, then by driving over a 6-inch
plank strategically positioned right
before a 6-inch deep pothole, and
finally by yanking on the tank sideways with enough force to send the
audience running for cover from the
inevitable disaster (or so we thought).
This little demonstration was to convince us all of the power of gyroscopic
force. Your bike has at least two of
them whenever it is moving - the
wheels - not to mention the flywheel
that’s part of the engine. Gyroscopes
are inherently very stable, and although we would all like to think it is
our riding prowess and balance that is

keeping us upright, in fact it is the
power of the gyroscopic force generated by the wheels. Whenever the
wheel is knocked off line its natural
reaction is to right itself and carry on,
hence before long Tom had convinced
all of us to drive over the same pothole at 40 miles per hour with no
hands on the bars - and guess what? nobody crashed!

Counter Steering
Most of us have probably heard of
counter steering and many of us believe it’s something that bike racers
and advanced riders do, but to most of
us mere mortals it’s irrelevant.
Wrong!

Ian McNeill, Editor

The tipping motion causes the bike to
prescribe an arc, and carry you
through a bend.
Give it a try, and hopefully you will
be convinced that this technique is
something that all of us can usefully
deploy in the handling of our bikes.
Incidentally, everyone who rides a
bike does this unconsciously the minute they start riding, but conscious
deployment gives a satisfying smoothness to your ride.

Slow Riding
Take a look at the diagram above.
Imagine that the circle is a bike wheel
and the supporting structure is the
front forks of a bike. The diagram also
has a pair of gimbals, i.e. a pivot enabling the wheel to tilt on its axis.
When the wheel is rotating if the
“fork” is rotated to the right
(clockwise in the diagram) then the
wheel will tip to the left. This effect is
known as gyroscopic precession and is a
well understood force used by engineers in the construction of all manner
of mechanical devices.

Translated to bike riding this effect
can be felt if, when riding in a straight
line, you gently push the left handlebar away from you - i.e. you rotate
40mph over a pot hole with no hands
No problem. Gyroscopes are the key! the forks to the right. You will find
that the bike instantly tips to the left.

You can also use the power of the
gyroscope when moving slowly. At
slow speeds your wheels are hardly
rotating and the gyroscopic effect is
lost. If however you keep a “busy”
throttle, and slip the clutch you will
find that your bike has greater stability
at slow speeds owing to the power of
the gyroscopic effect generated by the
engine's flywheel.
Well, here endeth the lesson for this
edition. Thanks to Mick Pierce for
organising a super day out at
Tockwith which I would recommend
to anyone.
Ride Safe,
Ian McNeill
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E DDY W RIGHT

ust got back from Nashville and
viewing the new range of HarleyDavidson and Buell bikes. It’s
difficult to decide which model
impressed me the most, though I suspect it was the Buell 1125R. But having said that the new Harley-Davidson
Rocker and Fat Bob were very impressive too. But on balance it was
the Buell I went back to look at again
and again.
Most of the dyed in the wool HarleyDavidson riders would not consider a
sports bike and really Buell’s image
has suffered having had a HarleyDavidson power unit which generally
is seen as being an excellent cruiser
but lacking in the type of seriously
high rpm needed to compete with the
state of the art Superbikes.
Well! All that has changed. Buell now
have the 1125R and it really is very
good. The engine is no longer made
by Harley-Davidson but is a Rotax
unit almost identical to the engine
Rotax make for Aprilia and fit to their
Mille Superbike. Yes I was impressed
and the dollar/pound exchange rate
brings this bike to our shores for a
bargain £8,495.00. Available in Oct/
Nov and needless to say I am taking
orders now.
The “Rocker” and the “Fat Bob” both
had glowing reports in the “Motor
Cycle News” after the MCN boys had
ridden them, and both are superb
bikes. Obviously the “Fat Bob” is developed from the “Street Bob” but
benefits from a re-style, including
solid wheels, bars and exhaust. The
“Rocker” comes in two forms, the
basic one which is a blank canvas for
the customiser starts at £12,355. The
Rocker C is the all-singing, alldancing chromed up model for those
of you who prefer just to ride still
very reasonable at £14,255.
2008 is also Harley-Davidson’s 105th
anniversary and as is usual the motor
company is honouring this with some

special commemorative models and
fantastic paintwork, all numbered and
a collector’s dream. Supplies are very
limited and are available in
“Sportster”, “Dyna”, “Softail” and
“Tourer”. If you want one I advise you
to order now.
The other thing of note on the 2008
machines is ABS and Fly By Wire on
the Tourers - that anti-lock brakes and
the twistgrip throttle control is now
no longer operated by cable, but by an
electrical sensor.
At this stage its well worth reminding
people of the Dollar/Pound exchange
rate. Many people have asked why
the retail prices have not been reduced this year in line with the weak
dollar. Well I suppose the correct
answer is they have not been increased
either. For example, the new FLSTF
2007 Fat Boy has a larger capacity
engine, a six speed transmission, a
massive new section tyre with a factory fitted wide wheel (not on out of
line custom one) and the retail price
of £13,295 - which is about the same
as the 2006 machine. The only downside to this is it’s taken the older mod-

els down in value but all in all HarleyDavidson still holds higher residual
prices than any other mass produced
motorcycle. So don’t hold back; a lot
has happened since 2006. Bring yourself bang up-to-date.

ORDER YOUR 2008
MODEL NOW!
For the 1st March 2008 put your
present bike in part exchange as
deposit and I will guarantee you
this year’s book price now! But
be quick as once our shop is full
of trade-ins we will stop taking
part exchanges.
Regards

Eddy
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D IRECTOR ’ S C UT

s those who were in attendance at the August club
meeting will already know I have taken the decision
not to stand again this year for director. The decision has been based on the amount of time I am now spending running my own business which to be honest is every
waking minute! Therefore some things have had to give and
unfortunately the amount of time I have spent in the saddle
this year and at biking functions has significantly reduced,
and I don’t think it fair to continue in my elected role past
the end of my current term.
This is not to say I will not be around because I will, and if
all things go to plan I will be riding my bike as much as I
ever have once things are running smoothly!
I will save personal thank you’s until the AGM however I
will give a general thanks to all members who have support
me and my officers over the last 3 years and made Aire Valley what it is today a well attended well run fun club.
So what happens next

As I set out at the August Aire Valley meeting anybody
wishing to put themselves forward for the position of director can do so under the following criteria. They must arrange to speak with Eddy Wright our sponsoring dealer
before midday on the 3rd of October this being one month
before the AGM. Eddy will then either sanction or not as
the case may be any applications and the respective plans on
how the applicant intends to run the club.
If more than one nomination is received then each individual
will have the opportunity at the October club meeting to
put there manifesto to the members and have chance for the
members to ask them questions. There will also be opportunity for information to be sent to all members before the
November AGM giving all candidates a fair opportunity to
put their manifesto across to the members. The members
will then vote at the AGM to elect a new Director.
As stated at the August meeting, if any member is going to
put forward they can contact me via my e mail address and I
will be happy to share with them what is involved in being
director and assist them in any way I can.
Since the August meeting two weeks ago I can tell you all
that Rob Mitchelmore, our Activities officer and Hog on the
Humber organiser, has come forward and said that he intends to stand for director. I also understand he has spoken
with Eddy and Eddy has approved Rob’s application. Can I
also add my 100% backing to Rob, who has been in the club
for many years and has a proven track record in organising
events. He is a good speaker and has been totally reliable
when asked to do anything in connection with the club. See

Rob’s piece elsewhere in the AVT for more details.
Live life with a smile and life will smile down upon you.
Ride and Have Fun
Jonnie No-Bike
PS since writing the article I attended the 10th anniversary
party, there were over 100 people in attendance and all was
well, I personally noted that there were 8 original members
in attendance, Ian Towler, Richard and Linda Wilton ,
Roger Widdup, Mark Williamson, Bob and Gill Elliot and
myself, and only a few more grey hairs between us all! Has
it really been 10 years! Wow some miles clocked up between us lot in that time!
See you all at the Sherwood rally in a few weeks time
Jonnie
————————————————————

ROCK DJ FOR HIRE
Chart and party music catered for too.

Ring Big Pav
for free quote
0777 337 3335
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D EBBIE E LLIOT T

fter recommendations from other AV members,
the South of England Rally (3-5 August) proved no
disappointment. Organised by five HOG Chapters
– 1066, Invicta, Oxford, Surrey and Thames Valley – the
venue was perfect, the programme well-organised and the
weather glorious. Over 30 Aire Valley members attended
this year, and at £25 a head with free camping, it was very
good value for money.
This was the 4th SOFER rally, held at Bisley Camp, home
to numerous gun clubs and rifle associations, with colonial
style clubhouses, on 3,000 acres of land. The main pavilion
housed a bar, diner (for good value full Englishes and evening meals) and venue for live bands, and a choice of camping areas meant that you could pitch your tent far enough
away to get a decent night’s kip if you needed one. There
was also an outdoor stage with some excellent bands and
various other pavilions open for food and drink.
Following a couple of weeks of heavy rain prior to the
event, the organisers decided not to sell tickets at the gate
in case things didn't improve. But fortunately, the weather
took a turn for the better and tent erection conditions were
perfect (pegging soft to firm, no hammer required). Needless to say around 2,000 tickets were sold and the campsite
was thriving.
Friday night saw the “Royal Ride” – the “Ladies of Harley”
ride-out, for which many wore tiaras and received a
“Princess on Board” sign for their bikes! Two further rideouts were organised on the Saturday, both involving lunch,
which some Aire Valley members attended. These were
apparently enjoyable, but unfortunately the riders were
often split up, showing how good our own AV Road Captains really are! There was a good selection of stalls and a
Ride-In Bike Show with some excellent custom jobs, some
of which are shown on the Aire Valley website. A group of
our members took part in the Chapter Challenge (Dave &
Margaret, Phil & Andie, Phil & Marie, Colin - see photos
on the website) and, although we didn’t win, Marie came
second in the clay pigeon shooting!
The Challenge also included various bike ‘races’, egg

F UNNY S IGNS !

email your (publishable) joke to editor@avhog.co.uk

throwing, jousting and an inflatable obstacle course, events
being punctuated by various streakers (mostly of the female
kind) from the Nene Valley Chapter. Apparently this is a
regular occurrence.

Fireworks on the Saturday night were impressive, ending a
fantastic weekend. I’m told that the number of AV members attending this rally has increased every year. We’ll
certainly be there next year and hope that many of you are
too.
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U PCOMING E VENTS
Hoggin’ the Beaver IV
13th - 15th September

T

his event is being held in support of the Lincs and
Notts air ambulance service at the Dirty Duck,
Woolshthorpe by Belvoir (also known as the Rutland Arms).

Tickets are £22.50 and include a pin, t-shirt, camping and a
weekend of fun.
Contact assistdir@sherwoodchapter.co.uk
_______________________________
Poker Run
Sunday 9th September
The Motor Neurone Disease Poker Run will take place on
Sunday 9th September. Meet at Eddy’s at 10.00 AM (note
that this is an earlier time than was stated on the flyer previously circulated).
_______________________________
Fenlanders Charity Ride
16th September
A Charity Ride is being organised by the members of
Fenlanders Chapter to raise funds for the Great Ormond
Street Hospital.
There is new scientific evidence that getting nutrition right
in babies and children is of great importance for their long
term health; and in sick children it is a critical part of their
medical care.
“HOG Rides for GOSH” is scheduled to take place on Sunday, the 16th of September and all proceeds from this
event will go towards:

terested in taking up this challenge please contact the
Fenlanders Chapter Director, Roger Stearn on 01223
245277. To take part your Chapter members must be registered by the 25th of August.
Alternatively, if they can not participate but would like to
make a donation to support this worthwhile campaign to
improve the health and well-being of the next generation
they can do so by logging on to:
www.justgiving.com/hogukGOSHCC
_______________________________
The Black & Blue Ball
October 27th
A party to benefit Harley-Davidson’s official charity, the
Muscular Dystrophy Association – will take place in the
city of Maastricht in the southern province of the Netherlands on October 27. This event will be held in a unique
environment – a series of three interconnected caves with
heated floors and a huge open fireplace. The ball is scheduled from 8pm to 1am and includes buffet dinner with local
specialities through the night with drinks (except cognac,
Bacardi, vodka and whisky) for free. Live music to dance to
will be provided by a five-man band, specialising in ‘back to
the sixties’ music including The Beatles, Mersey Beat, Rolling Stones etc. During the evening auctions will be held
with fine art and other goodies.
The city of Maastricht is the oldest city in the Netherlands.
Dating back to the Roman Empire, it has a vivid history
through the ages. As a ‘boundary city’ divided in two parts
by the river Maas, Maastricht has many historic buildings
and still-visible defences. (It also has a wonderful shopping
centre!)

♦

Helping create a new department of children’s nutrition, led by a specialist children’s doctor – a first
in Britain, which will set new standards

The Maastricht-Aachen Airport is a 10-minute drive away
from the city centre and can serve as the arrival place for
participants from across Europe and beyond.

♦

Support research that will improve nutritional care
of children throughout Britain

♦

Help reduce the risk of obesity and heart disease in
the British population

♦

Train doctors and nurses in this important area

Accommodation has been organised for 500 people in one
four-star hotel in the centre of the city. Arrangements have
been made for transport between the hotel and the caves.
All-in price with one night stay and breakfast booked before September 1: 190 Euros.

For more information about the event and how you and
your Chapter members can register to participate please
take a look at the Fenlanders Chapter website:
www.fenlandershog.com or contact Ross St. Quintin on
07920 548999. The Chapter that has the most motorcycles
participate will be rewarded with £200 that they can then
donate to the charity of their choice and one member of
that Chapter will carry the event flag on the ride which the
Chapter will then be able to keep. If your Chapter is in-

For more information visit www.blackandblueball.eu

Be sure to check the
Aire Valley Hot Line
for last minute details of upcoming AV HOG events.

0113-245-2550
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Announcement by Rob Mitchelmore
Dear Members

F

ollowing the recent announcement by the current
director of Aire Valley Jonnie No Bike, to formally
stand down out the end of October I would like to
inform the membership of
my intention to stand for
director at the next AGM.
Having been a member for
nearly 10 years, I would like
the opportunity in the future
to take the club forward and
build on the strong foundations we have all helped to
create so far.
Many thanks
Rob Mitchelmore
Activities Officer

I NFORMATION

I recently visited the rally site and thought it would be
worthwhile to provide you with a few more details that you
can share with your members. They might find it useful if
they are making plans now to attend.
The rally will be at the Camping San Francesco site
( www.campingsanfrancesco.com ) in Rivoltella - about 35
kms west of Verona, on the southern coast of Lake
Garda. For further information
on the area you may want to
refer to www.gardainfo.com or
contact the local tourist information service on +39 (0)30
916114. From what I understand we should be in a position
to be taking pre-registration bookings for the rally in October. Pricing, etc is TBD but I’ll keep you up to date with
information as and when I receive it. Of course, if you have
any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask. I’ll do my best
to help
Marjorie Ragg
______________________________________

Dear Chapter Members,

P

lease be completely aware
that the fore court in front
of our store is owned by
the Shell Petrol Station Group,
ANY vehicle parked on the forecourt will receive a fine or possibly be clamped by the Leeds City
Fire Department for doing so.
There are clear signs around the
forecourt warning about this. Eddy Wright HarleyDavidson is in no way responsible for any fines endorsed
and are unable to assist should you choose to appeal the fine.
The concrete area directly in front of our store IS owned by
us and parking there is free, we also have plenty of parking
space over the road where our new Honda Franchise is situated.
With Regards
Kelly Wright
______________________________________
Dear All,

I

think most of you are aware the 2008 European
H.O.G. Rally is scheduled to take place 25 – 28 September in Italy.

I

n the Summer issue of Hog Tales, Harley-Davidson UK
and H.O.G. UK announced their plans to launch two
new e-publications in June and July. The first monthly E
-zine from Harley-Davidson UK has been and will be distributed to all current and potential Harley-Davidson owners. So far the response has been positive.
The second, being launched in July, is a H.O.G. UK Enewsletter. There will be four of these a year which will be
distributed in between the mailing of Hog Tales, so all
H.O.G. UK members - who have supplied an e-mail address - will receive H.O.G. UK news 8 times a year  four
in print, and four by email.
The first issue is due to be distributed by mid-July so you
will need to contact member services and update your
member details with an e-mail address or create a member
profile on hog.com to receive it.
In addition to the UK/Eire edition of Hog Tales, future
issues of the E-newsletter will give you another opportunity
to promote your Chapter events to all UK HOG members
and get your news published as you used to in the printed
version of HOG News UK. The deadline for submissions of
copy and pictures for inclusion in the October E-newsletter
is 1st October. Stories and photos should be sent to Zoe
Francis at Archant Dialogue:
zoe.francis@archantdialogue.co.uk.
Most of you met her at the Chapter Directors meeting last
November. Please note that all submissions should comply
with the H.O.G. operating guidelines and are subject to
approval by H.O.G. UK.
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Head Road Captain’s Report

W

hen I wrote to you last I
was sat looking at snow in
March, I am now in August and the only thing that seems to
have changed is that the snow has got
warmer and turned into rain! What a
bloody awful year it has been for riding
and biking in general in this country.
In fact I have no doubt that Eddy will
support me on that with his cries of
bike sales being down!!

and Lillian, our relatives who live at
the resort, and who sourced the Chapter Dinner location for us. They were
our guests for the evening (see Lillian
below) and were delighted that it
worked out so well for us all on the
night.

In the end three stalwarts turned up,
decided it was a no hoper and went
home.

Like most of you, I have managed to
get wet all over the U.K. and at times
in Europe so why do I bother - cos
after a few minutes sunshine and I’m
back enjoying riding my Harley again in
the company of good friends and having a brilliant time.
The best weather and roads that I enjoyed this year were down in Spain,
both going to and from the European
Rally in Fuengirola. Heading back up
north to Andorra through the Pyrenees
with a group of bikes was absolutely
superb. 1,300 miles each way and
every one enjoyable.
I’m glad I didn’t join the sailing club!!!
And as for the flying club, well!!!!!
(Hope the joke comes across in the
typing – not all of us are semi-retired
and have plenty of time I know)
Whilst on the subject of Fuengirola,
can I thank everyone who attended the
dinner at Kudam restaurant on the
Friday night, it was great to see over
80 of our chapter sat down to dinner at least we could be together in one
place for a short time at the rally.
Our thanks should also be due to Rolly

I think it’s great that at the European
Rally we have this Chapter Dinner so if
anyone has any ideas for a restaurant at
Lake Garda please do pass it on.
All the Road Captains this year have
taken turns to plan and execute ride
outs which have taken the Aire Valley
badge all over the north of U.K.
Thanks to all for the work that has been

involved in the planning and running of
them. At the time of writing we still
have the Buttertubs run around North
Yorkshire and Trough of Bowland
which will go into Cumbria and Lancashire to look forward to. Both are
good areas with plenty to see and good
roads to ride on.
The last ride, which was scheduled for
the 19th August was again badly affected by rain and possibly the fact that
it was the 10th anniversary party the
night before – (great night by the way).

12th August saw a group of us go out
to Tockwith airfield and join the Harrogate based 1-2-1 MCA team (one 2
one motor cycle academy). This is a
training course with a difference and as
our Editor has already done a piece on
it, I will not repeat it all here. All I
will say is that no matter what stage
you think that you are in your bike
riding experience there are plenty of
courses that are out there for you to
take advantage of. 1-2-1 is a limited
company but other organisations like
the Institute of Advanced Motorcyclists
(and congratulations to Ian McNeill
who recently passed his I.A.M. test) as
you know are non profit organisations
that purely promote riding skill and
safety. They are a mine of information
and give their time freely. The course
is great fun and well worth doing.
The local examiner for the I.A.M. is a
guy called Dave Dobson who has recently retired from the Police as a Class
One motorcycle instructor. In my
other role as Safety Officer I would like
to invite him to one of our meetings or
if preferred on a separate night to give
one of his talks. I realise that many folk
come a fair distance to Horsforth and
perhaps a presentation on these lines
may make the journey more worthwhile. I will ask for this item to be
added to the agenda at the next meeting and maybe we can have a vote on
whether talks of this nature would be
of interest to the Group.
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Road Captain Report (cont’d) Clare and Mark
(Continued from page 8)

Following the Spanish rally a group of
us went down to the SOFER (South of
England Rally) earlier this month and
managed to enjoy what was probably
the hottest weekend of the year. This
was an excellent event and well attended by Aire Valley. Some of our
members actually entered the Chapter
Games and did very well! Thanks to
Andie Hannam for becoming Games
Mistress and organising our Chapter to
take part.
Some of us sat in breakdown trucks
(me) missed the games (it was a hell of
a way to get out of it) and also the
mass streak by Nene Valley Ladies
(gutted to have missed that one) but it
is one of the best rallies that I have
been to in U.K.

And so another announcement - this
will be my last article to you as Head
Road Captain. I have held the post for
two seasons and like my gallant predecessor Tony Burns consider that that is
long enough. A new Head Road Captain I think has emerged from the
ranks – (too soon to make that announcement) but it’s time to pass on
the badge so that new ideas and a new
person can shape events.
Can I close by saying thank you to all
who have worn a yellow vest during
my time as Head Road Captain and for
their efforts in sourcing and preparing
ride outs, working on ride outs and
other events. Their contributions
helped me enormously and have assisted the progress of all rides and
made them a smoother more enjoyable

tie the knot

experience for us all.
The Road Captains work together excellently as a team, the ride outs now
run to a pre-determined format, the
aim being to get the whole group to
the given destination together and
safely. Any Road Captain who is lead
ride for the day will tell you it’s a hard
job at the front knowing that up to 80
folks behind are relying on you. It’s a
welcome site when the Road Captains
return to the front to pass on details of
progress. Many bikes now have communication systems so that throughout
the course of the ride we know how
things are going and I am pleased to
have received so many favourable
comments from many members and
from other chapter members who have
congratulated me on the standard of
the ride outs. We have tried to make
them varied and enjoyable and above
all safe for you all. Must have done
something right as the attendance
numbers are continuing to grow.

When Sue and I started all this about 7
years ago we got excited when 12
bikes turned up, and as those of you
who regularly attend the ride outs will
know sometimes we have had 80+.
Ride Safe and keep it shiny side up!
Mick Pierce
Postscript - IAM training
If you are interested in taking the IAM
training and test, contact one of the
local IAM Motorcycle Groups
www.yamonline.org.uk (York)
www.harrogateadvancedbikes.co.uk

I

n spite of a dodgy weather forecast, 14 bikes braved the elements
on Saturday 18th August to escort
Clare from the home of Dave Carrins,
proud father of the bride, to her wedding at the Baptist Church in Huddersfield. Fortunately for everyone, the
rain stayed away for most of the journey and only came with a vengeance
after the ceremony, when we dropped
off the bride and groom at their reception at the Bradford Cedar Court Hotel.
We were all made welcome at the

church, where most of us sang "All
things bright and beautiful" (reasonably) confidently and murmured or mimed to other hymns that
we didn’t know. The Minister didn’t
complain at the constant creak of
leather from fidgeters (Mr Partridge…) and everything went
smoothly. After the ceremony, we
posed for photos for the wedding photographer, and many of the guests also
snapped away enthusiastically at the
unfamiliar spectacle. Oh – and for the
girls - the bride wore a long ivory
dress, with a red embroidered panel
laced up at the back – beautiful.
Clare has just passed her bike test and
hopes to become a Harley owner in
the near future.
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Mrs Dave’s Diary
hen Dave and Margaret Sheard headed off to
Fuengirola for the European HOG rally, Margaret kept a diary. Here she shares her experiences.

16/6/07 Mally and Ross came to our house and we set off
for Plymouth at 10.00am. We joined Keith & Julie at
Barnsley with Norman & Judith, Phil & Marie and Dave
Booth and set off for Taunton for our overnight stop.
17/6/07 Arrived at Plymouth at 12.00 noon and queued
up to board the Ferry. We were first onto the Ferry and
first off without even leaving the Port when, following the
directions of the porter to board, got into some grease and
muck and fell over. Upon which the bike would not start
and we had to push it to the parking lot. After a rest, it
started up, much to our relief. Overnight stop on Ferry.
18/6/07 Arrived at Santander around lunchtime and met
up with Lyn & Bob who had come via Portsmouth/Bilboa.
We (Dave & Margaret, Lyn & Bob, Ross and Mally) set off
for our 1st European destination, Tudela de Duero, just
outside Valladolid. The others went straight down to Madrid and spent 2 days there. We stopped for petrol in the
middle of nowhere and thought their ‘bar’ was very interesting – an old rusty railway carriage that looked as if it
hadn’t been in service for a very long time.
18/6/07 Arrived at Hotel Jaramiel, Tudela about 5/6 ish.
Lovely complex and booked into rooms. Stayed on site as
they had a bar and ate local food in the restaurant
19/6/07 Set off for Zaffra in Badajoz area. Coffee stop at
Salamanca. Disappointed that not much of the walled city
remained. Travelled through a National Park where the
sign said it was a place for eagles. We looked upwards and
lots of eagles were circling. We stopped at a viewing place
and took photos.
19/6/07 Got to Zaffra about 6.00ish and took 2 hours
trying to find our hotel. It was 4 miles out of town and
wasn’t quite cut out for tourists. Didn’t bother with photos
as was not very impressed with place
or the service.
20/6/07 Arrived at Fuengirola about
3.00pm. Waited on the sea front for
Pete & Gill (who were already there)
to come and take us to our villa. Good
accommodation for us all with a
swimming pool. But a very steep and
curvy drive way up from road. Elaine
joined us.
21/6/07 Found our way to the
Harley venue and did the rounds.

Disappointed that the Poker Run had been cancelled.
22/6/07 Me & Dave, Mally & Elaine and Ross and decided
to go to Gibraltar. Set off after breakfast. Called in at Marbella and tried to get down to the beach. After various attempts, gave up as they were all private hotel beaches,
went to a café with extortionate prices, left and went to
McDonald’s. Decided there was not enough time to go to
Gib so set off for Ronda up in the hills. Dave supporting his
new Che Guevara flag (got a lot of thumbs up from locals).
Parked outside the oldest bullring in Spain and went to see
the Gorge and Bridge.
Went to the Aire Valley Dinner in the evening where we
were fed good food in a variety of culinary devices.
23/6/07 Went on Ride out around the town flying Yorkshire Rose. Very hot but good fun. All the locals came out
to see us.
Ate out in town every night at a variety of restaurants. Pestered by street hawkers all the time. Mally bought some
flashing glasses for his grandchildren. I think he should keep
them for himself. He also upset a hawker selling watches by
asking if it was waterproof and tested it in his beer. We had
an interesting aperitif at a Chinese restaurant, some liqueur
with a lizard in it.
24/6/07 Packed up as we had to vacate the villa and set off on our homeward journey via the Millau Viaduc in
France. Pete & Gill took Elaine to Airport. Stopped at a beach café in
Mortacina for lunch and asked them to
bring us some food. Salad and Paella in
a ginormous frying pan. Travelled on
in the 35o heat and got more ‘food’
before eventually finding the Castellow
Chapter dealership closed. It was too
(Continued on page 11)
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More from Mrs Dave
(Continued from page 10)

hot to do anything at all so we just kept going and stopped
for the night at Hotel Costa Blanca in Granja de Rocamore
just outside Alicante. We’d done 450 miles that day and
paid extortionate road tolls in the Barcelona area. Bikes the
same charge as for cars.
25/6/07 Set off again in general direction of France. Mally
lost his tail light cover so we just had to call at the Beziers
dealership to get another. Didn’t have one in so they gave
him a second hand one. We ended up staying in the Hotel
Europa in Figueres, Salvador Dali’s birthplace. (the town,
not the hotel). Went out for a meal and saw various Dali
type sculptures. The restaurant had only one menu in English so we had to cross reference menus when ordering our
dinner. They seemed surprised when we ordered beer.
26/6/07 Decided to visit the Dali Museum and took lots of
photos. Well worth a visit.
26/6/07 Travelled on to Millau. We were rather high up
and it was windy and freezing. Stopped at a service station,
talked to other UK bikers who told us about more flooding
in Doncaster. Got to Millau about 6.00 ish. Ibis full up but
got a good deal with Manager at Mercure Hotel, next door.
Our rooms were on the 8th floor. On entering all the curtains were drawn so I opened them and what a view! Over
the rooftops was Le Viaduc de Millau. It will be one of the
most memorable views I have ever seen and to see it at
night is spectacular. Ate in a Vietnamese Restaurant in the
old part of the town.
27/6/07 Set off again towards Limoges. Arrived about
6.30pm ish and couldn’t find a cheap hotel with vacancies
and refused to pay 120 €. Mally was running out of petrol
and our Garmin was playing games with us in its effort to
find a garage. Everything was shut and it was getting late.
We finally found the Central Hotel in a town called Bellac
about 10.00pm. A rather rustic place but was clean and had
en suite, cheap beer and a good breakfast.
28/6/07 Set off for La Rochelle and called at Poitiers
Route 86 dealership – as it was on the way! Their loo is
appropriately decorated. Later stopped for petrol and a
snack and was entertained by the proprietor’s 3 year old
daughter and her two rabbits.
28/6/07 Got to La Rochelle at 4.00pm to learn that Norman etc had just left at 3.00pm. Had liquid refreshments
and booked into the Premier Class motel. Decided to go to
the Buffalo Grill for dinner which wasn’t far on the Garmin
so we decided to walk. Unfortunately it was down the motorway so we had to walk all around the fields – about 4
miles but it walked up an appetite. Dave wasn’t very popular!

29/6/07 After breakfast and entertained by Dave’s attempt to read a French magazine, we set off for St Malo.
Got there about 3.00pm after a trip around a housing estate
due to a ‘la deviation’ but the Garmin got lost too – it hadn’t planned for holes in the road either! We had hoped to
go to Mount St Michelle but there wasn’t time after we
finally booked into our motel. Called at the Port to rearrange Lyn & Bob’s crossing arrangements. Stayed on motel site and finally got fed and watered. After the waitress
had understood that we wanted 6 beers she gave up on trying to sell us wine.
30/6/07 Set off for the Ferry. Boarded and was told to
park our bike in a very unsecure place. Dave and porter
had an altercation to say the least! After the porter attempted to secure our bike, Dave undid all the string and
moved it along side Dave Booth’s V-Rod where there was
at least a floor chain. At which the porter took his bat home
and went off muttering something in French. Our Yorkshire Rose was by this stage rather worse for wear only

showing 1/3 of the rose. (Compare with 1st photo). But at
least a little bit of Yorkshire has been left in Spain and
France. Smooth crossing, clouds and a little wind. Nearing
Portsmouth, the rain started and didn’t stop until we got
half way up England. Got absolutely drenched and stopped
at the services to dry off in the loo. Bob & Lyn hit the road
and got home about 1.30am Sunday morning. We got
home at 02.30am, Mally at 3.00am and Ross at 4.00am.
All in all, another very enjoyable and memorable holiday.
3,400 miles in total.
Margaret Sheard,
Croupiere
(Pillion according to a question on The Weakest Link!)
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Hog on the Humber Report

his year we saw 548 bikes cross the bridge. The sun
shone brightly on us for the entire weekend and
this made it a rare opportunity to enjoy a good old
fashioned gathering (it's not a rally says Rob!!!!!!!!!) Everyone seemed to enjoy the hog roast later on in the evening when they got the munchies. The new venue was a
great success with lots of positive feed back.
This event would only happen with lots of help from others. A huge thanks to the following; the police escorts, all
our road captains and their
pillions, the gate registration crew, Sandra Gaunt
for all the pre-regs and
much much more. Not
forgetting the most important people of all; all those
who gave up the £££££ and
attended the bash.
The band where well received and the DJ ing was
provided FREE of
CHARGE by Big Pav himself. Thanks mate for that.

Thanks must go to the Staff at the Carpenters Arms and
Niki Millers mum, from Market Weighton and the lads and
lasses who collected money at the bridge. Every little
helps.
Once again many thanks for your continuing support. You
never cease to amaze us.
Rob & Dorothy Mitchelmore

We raised £7,649 and we were able to donate to our chosen charities a total of £5,200. £1,200 went to St Andrews
Children's Hospice and £4,000 to the Ian Towler Trust.
We have taken on board all you comments and next year
we plan to make this a 2 day event (Rob says it's still not a
rally!!!!) We have booked it and the dates for your diary
are June 6th-8th 2008.
This event started of as a small idea and thanks to all of you
it has just kept getting bigger. Hog On The Humber seems
to bring the best out in all of us.

Bob Elliot’s 100,000 miles

C

ongratulations to Bob and Gill
Elliot who have just passed the
100,000 mile mark on Bob’s Tourer,
and have now visited every single country in
Europe on the bike.
May you both have many further happy miles
on your Harley.
Your biker buddy,
Richard Davies
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or some time we had wanted to see North Western
Spain having been on a couple of tours to the coasts
and south inland areas.

During Spring 2007 my mate, Simon, from the Fenlanders,
and me planned our journey. Only two of us this time,
made it much easier.
Admittedly, Simon did the route planning and booking of
ferry and hotels all on his own, I merely agreed what he
proposed.

He had his SatNav with Bluetooth that was going to find all
the places we wanted to go to. He was also in charge of all
photography and filming and video diary. Eat your heart
out Ewan McGregor! Not a chance when a lawyer gets
talking.
Another reason is always to enjoy the Spanish roads we
have paid for as contributing members of EU.
As always with our annual trip to Europe it seemed so far
away but all of a sudden it was time to go. All packed in zip
lock bags inside the Sac bags inclusive of one toilet roll as
per advise from my mother many years ago. Meeting with
the guy who sells Cruiserworks boots at junction 15a to
pick up some new boots. Old ones damaged in an accident
a couple a weeks ago. What service! Also best boots I have
ever had, light and never wet feet. His web site is
www.speedlinemoto.co.uk if you would like to find
out more.
We set off to Portsmouth to catch the ferry to Bilbao on
Sunday the 1st of July. It takes 2 nights and 36 hours to
get to Spain that way.
We had booked a better than standard cabin so to get away
from the bunk beds and get more space for all our gear.
Turned out to be a good move.
The boat “ The Pride of Bilbao” is nothing much for them
to be proud of, a rusty old 1970’s ferry that used to sail
between Helsinki and Stockholm now well overdue for
replacement. It was clearly not built to cross wild waters of
the Bay of Biscay.
Nevertheless it got us there.

Morgan Gustafsson
hotel called Guts Muths near Leon.
Leon has a lot to see if you have time, I remember, from a
few years ago, the Parador hotel that is housed in what used
to be a monastery. It is busy city outside but an absolute
heaven in the courtyard garden.
It was going to be mostly motorway on the first day. Some
stunning scenery to begin with until we got to Burgos when
it started to flatten out a bit on the Spanish plain.
Half way thorough the journey we were hungry and rode
off where it advertised food thinking it would be a café by
the roadside. All we could find was a lot of old big buildings of which one part was a hotel and the other a monastery. Not what we had expected but we decided to eat
there. It was quite an experience listening to the monks
chanting and singing whilst we were eating. The food was
excellent.
On the road again to find the hotel close to a town called
Astorga. The SatNav behaved all the way, it found the village; we had to find the hotel.

We went up on the stern sun deck; myself with the intention of staying for 20 minutes, fell asleep and woke up 2
hours later red as a beetroot. I never learn! Lindsay had
made me take sun block for body and face and a special one
for the bald patch.

A Dutch guy who had been there for 17 years ran Guts
Muths. It consisted of old storage buildings from when
transport was horse/donkey/oxen and cart between the
coast and Madrid, a sort of warehouse and distribution hub
in today’s terms. It had many interesting features and had
been turned into a place for people to eat and stay.

We arrived in Bilbao early Tuesday morning all rested and
glad to get off the boat, ready for the week ahead.

An interesting feature was that none of our rooms could be
locked!

Safely out of Bilbao on our way to the first destination, a

(Continued on page 14)
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you sleep. Now it is converted, fully
modern and very comfortable. The
It was very relaxing sitting in the court- only worrying thing was the electric
yard having a beer. A few cats around, socket at the back of your metal bedstead.
I made a friend, it walked after me
whenever I was out, squeaking in SpanJuan to whom we had to deliver a botish.
tle of wine from Guts runs it.
After a basic but tasty dinner we met a
He was not there during our stay but
Spanish/Dutch couple that played in
his right hand man said it was a good
the Dutch Philharmonic orchestra,
bottle and that he himself would drink
together with Guts we had a very good
it and give Juan a more standard make.
time. Bought our first CD’s with violin
A collection of very old buildings in a
and piano music. Later on we were
also introduced to some “moonshine” lovely setting and a river is just over
(Continued from page 13)

and doing his shuffle “guess where the
nut is game” with his hands whilst riding. He is just fiddling with the SatNav,
his i-pod or the phone. I just ride in
silence enjoying all that is to see around
me.
Parador Baiona, is a big luxury hotel
with all the facilities and expensive too.
Like many of the hotels in the group
part is from an historic building, this
being a fortified castle. It was very nice
but on reflection we came to the conclusion it had been an unnecessary experience. They were clearly not used
to biker guests, we were stopped and
ask what we were going to do as we
rode in. There was some EU conference about territory going on and loads
of police. I wonder what the result will
be? More silly rules to come?
Baiona is a seaside resort for the Spanish. Not the usual North Europeans
holiday destination. It was the only
place where it was uncomfortably
warm and we sweated before we set
off.

distilled by one of the more prominent the field.
villagers.
Spring water is coming out of the
Wednesday, much less mileage. We mountain everywhere even inside the
checked what would happen if we de- hotel where you got your carafe of
drinking water. There is a swimming
selected motorways all together. It
would have doubled the mileage so we pool where you can swim with trout.
decided to start with the straights and There is some very old furniture in the
reselect when we got closer to destina- main house. Lovely food. Not much
tion. We again found fantastic scenery English spoken, Simon knows some
and seemingly endless viaducts. Some- Spanish and I know what to eat and
thing that the whole journey seemed to drink. We needed money and cigars so
be made up of, I shall try not to repeat we took a trip to the nearest town,
Lugo where we also made a phone call
constantly.
home. No mobile phone reception at
Technology took us almost there, a
the hotel.
petrol station attendant gave us the
Thursday, good nights sleep though
final 16 km on a piece of paper.
interrupted by a few woofs from the
This time we ended up further out in
resident dog. Today we are going to
the wilds than the day before.
Baiona on the coast. Again lovely riding
The hotel was called Casa Grande Da fine roads not like at home when you
sometimes think there is something
Fervenza.
wrong with the bike.
The original buildings date back to the
seventeenth century, and that is where I have now got used to Simon wingling

We ate traditional food from the region it wasn’t half filling. Would not
have been able to eat it all without the
wine.
Friday, setting off towards A Coruna.
On the way there were many pilgrims
on their way to Santiago de Compostela. We went there, despite the fact
that neither of us subscribes to the
Pope. Well worth visiting still.
Next going towards the coast to Fisterra, “end of earth” in translation to
English.. It is one of the most westerly
points of Europe. It is on Costa da
Morte named so because of all the shipwrecks. It has also got a lighthouse.
From there on to the next hotel Pazo
De Souto. An old manor house that
some 80 years was turned into a school
and later became a ruin. A boy from
the village that lived in Switzerland,
came back, bought the ruin and restored it and turned it into a hotel. It is
(Continued on page 15)
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For those who have not ridden in Spain
before, the Spanish drivers have and
irritating habit of driving very close up
a lovely building with a very well
your back. When they overtake they
tended garden and pool.
Had lunch on the way and watched part
almost cut you up once they have
The place is family run and all are very of the F1 race from Silverstone.
passed you and don’t really accelerate
friendly and easy to talk to. The food
The locals were very much Fernando
away. Pratts!
was good but the restaurant didn’t
Alonso fans.
SatNav on the whole worked very well.
open for real until 2130 and the breakWe
got
to
the
hotel
just
in
time,
10
If it failed it was only on the last bit of
fast a bit disorganised likewise later
the daily journey. We came to the conthan announced. Loads of dogs kept me minutes later the rain started.
clusion that Spanish post codes are not
awake until after midnight. Estrella
The hotel was another old building
as precise as those at home.
Galicia is a very nice lager.
with two towers restored some 10
(Continued from page 14)

Sunday, rain overall on just in case.
We are on our way to Hotel Torre
De Ruesga.

Saturday, going through Asturias,
Cantabria into Picos de Europa on our
way to Hotel Posada Del Valle. A
ride all bikers should do. A bit of rain
today, the climate statistics says you can
expect rain on two out of seven days in
the area. Rain overall on and feel like a
stuffed sausage roasting in the still
warm air. In Southern Spain you never
see a cow, plenty of cattle here with
two short legs as well as a fair amount
of cowpats on the road.

years ago by a couple from Madrid. We
stayed in the “cabanas” in the garden.
Nice little row of houses with a bedroom, lounge and a jacuzzi.

The hotels we stayed in are not very
expensive apart from the Parador at
Baiona, which we think you can do
without.

Pool in the garden. Nice food and drink
in good atmosphere. Here we met the
man who edits the Irish “Hot Press”
magazine similar to the “Rolling Stone”.
We had an interesting after dinner conversation and another nice evening.
Some credit him with the discovery of
U2.

We ate three course dinners with
breakfast in all of them. We had some
extra drinks on arrival and after dinner.
The average bill per hotel for was 165
euros for two. During the days we did
of course have many coffee and cake
stops.

An English couple runs the hotel, have
been there for some 15 years. The
buildings are clinging on to the hillside.
They also have an organic farm, and are
85% organic in all food and drink they
serve. On arrival we sampled a few San
Miguel organic. The owner was not
entirely happy because the bottles were
not returnable.

He recommended we get the “Rocky
Road to Dublin” part of it is about one
of the priests the programme “Father
Ted” was based on.

Whatever next?
It was all good food and drink. Simon
went to the local fiesta with the landlord and his family. The entertainment
was very professional but only a crowd
of 100 or so. Simon got lost in the dark
going home alone; with help from
above he eventually found his way
back.
I was tired and wanted to sleep, would
have been fine if the couple next door
had not tried to demolish the bed.
Never heard any mosquitoes but had
five itchy bites in the morning. Seemed
to be mostly English staying here, even
a car from BMW Leeds in the car park.

It may sound as if it was a big restaurant
trip; we certainly used some Zantac to
extinguish the burning indigestion.

We never found tripe/”callos” on the
menu. I had promised a Galician friend
Monday, destination ferry in Bilbao. to try the local way of cooking it. It is
As planned not a long ride. The enter- apparently much better than the Engtainment on the ferry is absolutely rub- lish version. Fortunate or not, I don’t
bish. It is also full of people doing the know.
mini cruise. We just cannot see the
The area along the coast is a otherwise
pleasure in spending 3 days and nights
a fish and seafood haven.
on the boat.
Would we go back? Most certainly!
Tuesday, arrive Portsmouth at 1800
All the hotels had character and were
and the dreaded 240-mile ride home.
run by interesting people.
Not enjoyable. As usual I got lost on
the way out of Portsmouth, corrected You can find them or other useful others on/in;
and was home at 1030, toilet roll intact. Maybe I need my own SatNav.
www.sawdays.co.uk.
All together we did some 1900 miles
www.rusticae.es
door to door.
You may need to know some Spanish
A bit of advice, don’t let the Spanish
or find place where you want to stay
police see you putting any earphones or
and hotel there after.
plugs in when you are going riding.
www.sanzoilo.com Monks singing.
They don’t like it. On another trip a
very irate copper fined one of our
friends.
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D R J OHN - O N C ALL !
that – with help from Debbie – to provide
we an aide-mémoire for those who attended, and a point of information for
those who could not. I hope this will be
useful. Ongoing updates of the Photo
Album, Notice Board and Forms &
Flyers page have been happening as
usual, but also check out the RideOuts, FAQs, HOME, For Sale and Are
You Local? pages.

reetings, once again, all. So,
how have we all enjoyed the
summer? You know, the couple of weeks around late July / early
August, after the monsoon. And, if you
went to Fuengirola, it was the time you
spent in Spain. I hear emigration from
the UK is currently at its highest
ever…. I wonder if they are all bikers.
The sun is actually shining today (Aug
23rd…please take note), so, I may
suddenly go out and resume later.
Later: sorry, couldn’t resist that dry
road surface.
This time of year always generates
more activity, with rallies and ride-outs
in full swing, so the workload for notices, photos etc., increases. Since
April we have had approximately 3,100
members and 2,100 visitors viewing
the website. Hopefully, I have provided adequate advanced warning of
events, as they occur, but now and
again information is not available in a
timely fashion or is not provided at all;
so, I intend to streamline this for next
year, for all of our benefits. Some new
facilities are beginning to ‘bite’, and
information content and quality will
improve. An example of this is RideOut Route Information, which should
help us all make informed decisions on
whether to attend or not, and will
hopefully enable members to join a
ride-out en-route if more convenient,
rather than having to get to Eddy’s
first.
I have also placed a Suggestions Box on
the site. This email-based facility is
intended to provide a voice for all, via
a process – anonymous or otherwise –
that is filtered through me (painful) and
collated for consideration and eventual
action. To quote from the website (see
Post Box): “If we are to have our best
chance at moving the chapter onto bigger and better things, then we need
your input”. So, phase one is to enable
this facility, and I hope that many of
you can contribute. This is not to say

www.avhog.co.uk
haven't got many things right... because we have. I will then provide summaries of ideas, as phase two of the
process. Phase three will obviously
involve acting on some of the ideas you
provide! Closed season is coming soon,
so this should be a good time to keep
your brain warm with some cerebral
activity!
I have also recently added/updated a
Jokes, Tales & Curiosities page (please
feel free to submit any gems!), an Aire
Valley HOG Merchandise list (with
prices and my best attempt at photos of
merchandise regularly available at
meetings) and Useful/Important Contact Information via the Yellow Pages
(a list of useful phone numbers, related
to everyday biking, HOG and Harley
matters that may benefit all of us). This
is not for shopping tips or recommendations for work, but information that
is related to our continued welfare and
safe biking - both within and outside
HOG. I will endeavour to add to this
list myself but predominantly it is a
resource that requires YOUR input.
Therefore, please send me any numbers that other members will find useful. Finally, there’s the new addition of
the Doc’s Notepad (a summary of matters raised at the most recent Aire Valley Meeting). This resource, born out
of necessity because I could never remember what was said, has been added

My mission, Mr Phelps [cue music and
self-destructing tape], is to evolve a
resource that is accessible and useful
for all, and so content takes preference
over ‘bells and whistles’. However,
there are many functional and stylistic
additions I could change or implement…I have the technology. Nevertheless, I believe that the current format suits most members and the resultant gestalt web-based creation has
been driven by a combination of HOG
chapter regulations, philosophy, consensus, security and pragmatics….with
artistic interpretation par moi, of
course! I hope you like it but the Suggestions Box is always there. Enjoy…
Ride hard, ride safe & give no quarter,

Dr John
Addendum: I hope you have been
following the fun and frolics of “the
Magees” via the Photo Album
[Fuengirola & SOFER]. For explanations of adopted road names, please ask
the individual concerned, as I would
not like to be the conduit for any psychological damage sustained. We had a
great time…but that’s for another article.
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n 2004 twenty young breast cancer survivors challenged themselves to a 1,000 mile ride on HarleyDavidson motorcycles from San Diego to San Francisco, California. Along the way they formed life long
friendships, gained support and strength in dealing with
their breast cancer experience, and raised vital funds
for and awareness of breast cancer issues.

your ride and visit as many authorized Harley-Davidson
dealers in the UK and Ireland within the specified event
dates.
Participants will receive an exclusive event pin to signify their level of achievement by visiting 1-10, 11-20,
21-29 or all 30 dealers. A prize will also be awarded to
the participant who raises the most money. Additional
awards will be given to H.O.G. members for the following:

This first ride expanded in 2005 to become a global
replay with 1,000 mile rides in the United Kingdom,
United States and Australia, involving 48 young breast
♦
cancer survivors from around the world. These motorcycle adventures, and other life affirming experiences,
are organised by Amazon Heart
♦
(www.amazonheart.org), a not for profit global association of women living with breast cancer.
This year 20 of these magnificent women will ride
1,000 miles from Aviemore, Scotland to London.
The Harley-Davidson ® “Lightning Run” will encourage other motorcycle riders to support these courageous women, and give them the opportunity to raise
additional funds for the charities they support, the
Helen Rollason Heal Cancer Charity and Amazon
Heart Trust UK.
The Lightning Run challenge is to gain sponsorship for

Most miles accumulated by an individual during
the event
Most ABC points accumulated by an individual
during the event

♦

Most miles in total accrued by a single UK or
Eire H.O.G. Chapter

♦

Most ABC points in total accrued by a single UK
or Eire H.O.G. Chapter

All you need to do to get started is download the event
guidelines and a sponsorship form by going to the Experience page on www.harley-davidson.co.uk. Or create a fundraising page for the Helen Rollason Heal Cancer Charity on www.justgiving.com.

Information Campaign To Help Motorcyclists Avoid Dangers In The North

N

ational Grid is constructing a major gas pipeline across the North of England that crosses
many roads popular with thousands of bikers.
I would be grateful if you could let your readers know
that we have put together a special website for motorcyclists where they can get more information to help
them be aware of, or even avoid, the dangerous hazards
associated with our work.

at 60 locations along the route where heavy plant vehicles cross roads. There are many lorries and other slow
-moving pipeline vehicles in the area, often on rural
roads with blind corners. There could also be mud on
the road, although we do our utmost to try to keep
these areas clean. The website maps show the pipeline,
key hazard points and HGV routes.

The work continues throughout 2007, including weekThe pipeline runs from Pannal near Harrogate in North ends. If any of your readers plan to ride in this area,
Yorkshire right across to Nether Kellet near Carnforth would they please visit www.nationalgrid.com/
whatsaroundthecorner for further route information.
in Lancashire – a large region that includes Devil’s
Bridge at Kirkby Lonsdale.
Thanks for your help.
Riders could come across a number of dangers, mainly Phillip Knipe, Project Manager
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Dave Terry's Motorcycling Hints and Tips #1

H

as your wife or girlfriend been to a rock
concert or music festival this summer and bought one
of those Pee-Mates? It's an ergonomically shaped funnel type
thing that enables ladies to pee
while stood up (I've been married to my wife for 25 years and I didn't even know she

On Ode to Pinky while Pillion
Riding through Spain

W

e were off to the Harley Rally
It was in Fuengirola this year
So it was off to the bike shop, to buy
some new gear.
Boots were needed and for me a new jacket
My husband knew it would cost him a packet.
I found my boots then glanced across the store.
Looking for a jacket, it was there!
I didn’t need to look no more.
My hubby followed my gaze,
Then gave me a look of shock and amaze.
You can’t have that, it’s pink!!!
My hubby said with a frown
He could already see his street-cred going down.
We ride a Harley, get black! That was not what I
wanted to do
However I did compromise and try on the blue.
But!!!
Oh what a shame they didn’t have my size
So I had to get the pink one
What a surprise!
I explained how good it would look with emblems and
badges of Harley D’
Even the shop assistant began to agree.
My husband’s last words were
Get it! But don’t start a new trend
That really, really would be the end.
So from the12th June I wore my jacket with pride

had an ergonomical, where is it? is it ticklish?) Anyway,
they are also quite useful for re-directing hot engine oil
when draining your Harley's crankcases.
But be sure to clean off any oil before she uses it again as
I'd hate to be held responsible for any accidental dismounts.
Cheers
Dave Terry

during our fantastic 4,250 mile ride.
It was seen in Portugal, France and Spain.
It was worn in glorious sunshine and in pouring rain.
It served its purpose well and kept me dry
Right until we arrived home on the 20th July.
(Which is more than can be said for Steve's new boots
but that's another story)
Signed Pinky (Kath Crowther)
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Dr Debbie’s Graduation ↑

Yorkshire Bike Show ↑

HOG on the Humber ↑

Tockwith Machine Control Day ↑
See www.avhog.co.uk for more pictures

Aire Valley Officers
HOG Chapter Number: 9695
Sponsoring dealer: Eddy Wright Harley-Davidson, Leeds
Position

Name

Contact details (where appropriate)

Director

Jonnie No-Bike

director@avhog.co.uk

Assistant Director

Pavlo Andrusiak (Big Pav)

assistant-director@avhog.co.uk

Treasurer

Mike Gaunt

treasurer@avhog.co.uk

Membership Secretary

Sandra Gaunt

secretary@avhog.co.uk

Head Road Captain

Mick Pierce

hrc@avhog.co.uk

Activities Officer

Rob Mitchelmore

activities-officer@avhog.co.uk

AVT Editor

Ian McNeill (Mac)

editor@avhog.co.uk

Photographer

Eddie Clark (Bad Ed)

photographer@avhog.co.uk

New Members Rep

Shaz Ryder

new-mem-sec@avhog.co.uk

Safety Officer

Mick Pierce

safety@avhog.co.uk

Webmaster

John Elliott

webmaster@avhog.co.uk

Sponsoring Dealer

Eddy Wright

eddy@eddywrightmotorcycles.com

W ELCOME

TO

07773-373335

07836-752226

0113-234-0717
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Aire Valley HOG welcomes the following New Members since the last edition of the AVT
Mark Rawson from Wakefield, 25/05
Richard and Valerie Peart from Otley, 06/06
George and Sylvia Calvert from Ackworth, 10/06
Mark and Kim Cartwright from Leeds, 22/06
Philip Mosley and Alison Hobson from Bradford, 06/08
Peter Scott and Barbara McGuckin from Stockton-on-Tees,
06/08
Jason Charles and Natalie Old from Oakwood, Leeds, 08/08
Kenneth and Erika Holdsworth from Bradford, 08/08
Richard and Wendy Day from Baildon, 09/08
Total Membership now:281 Riders,
128 Pillions
409 Total

