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F ollowing 
AVUK's 5th 
successful Odd 
Ball Rally, Aire 

Valley UK HOG Chapter 
has become the main 
sponsor of the Sandal 
Junior Ladies Rugby 
team for 2005/2006 sea-
son 

The sponsorship was ar-
ranged with the Sandal 
Rugby Club as a big 
“thank you” for provision 

of  the excellent facilities 
at Sandal for the last 5 
years free of charge for 
the Odd ball Rally.  

In recognition of the fan-
tastic working relation-
ship that has been built up 
with the club, Aire Valley 
approached Sandal with 
the ambition of putting 
some resources back in to 
the local community.  

The monies handed over 

were from the 5th Odd 
Ball Rally and from the 
Hog on the Humber 
which are both organized 
by AVUK. 

Jonnie No-Bike 

Aire Valley HOG 
Christmas Party 

 Friday January 13th 

Tickets available from  
Sandra Gaunt or at  

December Club Meeting. 
Closing Date for tickets is 

20th December 



It’s freezing outside, 
frost on the car and 
the gritters are out, 
time to get the bike up 
on the jack and start 
reading the P & A 
book. 

T his is the last AVT 
of the year and in 
fact my last AVT 
as Editor. Having 

been at the helm for the last 
three years I have decided to 
pass the burden I mean baton 
on to a new younger man. 
Couldn’t find one so found 
two wise men instead. You 
will have already noticed a 
new look and format to his 
issue; this is down to Ian 
McNeill who will be taking 
on this side of the magazine 
as Assistant Editor. Ian is 
new to the Chapter and is 
already getting very in-
volved. He has some experi-
ence and expertise in this 
field and I’m sure we will all 
benefit from this. Ian has also 
done an article in this issue 
so you can get to know him 
if you don’t already. 

Joining Ian as AVT Editor is 
Kev Sharman who many of 
you may already know. Kev 
has been a very active mem-
ber for a couple of years now 
and regularly attends ride 
outs and meetings in all 
weathers, which is to be 
applauded as Kev lives in 
Darlington! 

Kev is very keen to get writ-
ing, and has the time and the 
enthusiasm the job takes. He 
attends loads of rallies and 
events so like myself will be 
able to relay what a good 
time was had. 

Once again the AVT is your 
magazine and it is up to you 
the members to contribute, 
and to those that have con-
tributed over the last three 
years, thank you and keep it 
going. Also a big thank you 
while I’m at it to No-Bike, 
who has tidied my work up 
for me, cheers. 

Now before start thinking 
I’m going to disappear into 
oblivion, I will be taking up 
my new post as Assistant 
Director, with my main role 
being winding No-Bike up, 
wonder if that means I get to 
drink more at the ODD Ball, 
I’ll have to ask him. Seri-
ously though, I intend being 
more active within the 
Chapter and more prolific if 
that’s the word at rallies and 
events. My phone number is 
in all the AVT’s over the last 
couple of years so if any 

members want to speak to 
me please give me a ring. 

Also I will be spending more 
time down at Eddy’s in my 
role as Chrome Advisor so 
come and chat to me about 
accessories and Chapter busi-
ness (I’m sure Eddy won’t 
mind). 

Like No-Bike I’m a great 
believer in the principles of 

KISS, no politics and Ride 
And Have Fun, but I prefer 
ride and have food! Also I’m 
not sure I want to do any-
thing that Peter Fonda would 
do, especially if I have to 
smoke a cigar and grow my 
hair like Jones’s. 

So make sure you don’t get 
salt on your bike, ride safe, 
have a good Christmas and 
I’ll see most of you at the 
Jarvis Parkway or on the 
road next year. 

Ride Safe 

BIG PAV  

EDITORIAL 

BIG PAV SAYS:- 
 

“LIKE NO-BIKE I ’M 
A GREAT BELIEVER 
IN THE PRINCIPLES 

OF KISS, NO 
POLITICS AND 

RIDE AND HAVE 
FUN” 
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You can contact  
Big Pav 

Assistant Director,  
on  

07773-373335  
or via e-mail at  

bigpav@ntlworld.com 



I  remember the first 
time the subject of be-
ing Aire Valley director 
was first mentioned to 

me. I was at Baildon in 
around 1999 when Mark 
Hemingway was in the hot 
seat. An off the cuff com-
ment was made in a conver-
sation by a fellow member 
that he would not have the 
job given at any price and it 
was a poisoned chalice, I 
actually thought the member 
would have made a fantastic 
Director and told him so, 
anyway I said to him that I 
would do it as the club had 
tons of potential if simple 
things were done right and 
focus was put on the correct 
things, but it was an unlikely 
event that I would be direc-
tor as the politics in the club 
were just too much to over-
turn. 

What happened next was 
that Mark too decided that 
the politics were too great 
and stood down after only 
one term.   
 
As we all know Andy 
Jones came forward and 
proposed a radical change 
in direction for the club 
by standing as a President 
with no committee and 
only a few appointed offi-
cers. Andy was duly 
elected and ran the club 
as president for the next 4 
years. Over this time the 
club has grown from 
strength to strength building 
up its active membership 
base and planned events cal-
endar.  
The number of officials has 

also grown to a much larger 
number than ever before but 
in joint election with the 
President or now Director in 
my case. Looking back over 
the last five years we have 
had little to no politics and 
the continuity has been key 
in building a successful club 
 
If you take a look back at the 
events calendar over the last 
9 seasons the pre planned 
events have also continued to 
grow, probably without us 
all realising it.  
 
Its interesting that when 
casting thoughts forward to 
next year, we already know 
that we are to hold 2 major 
club events in our 6th Odd 
Ball and our 4th Hog On the 
Humber along with our an-
nual Xmas party, all events 
that are established and en-
joying good continuity  
 
As those who were present 
at the AGM will know I have 
also started making plans to 
hold a mid summer party. 

This has been conceived with 
the intention to be an annual 
event if successful in order 
to celebrate the clubs birth-
day, this coming summer the 
chapter will be 9 years old 
having been started in Sum-

mer 1997, this means that 
2006 will also be our 10th 
riding season. 

Also as mentioned at the 
September and Novem-
ber AGM I have re-
ceived some samples for 
club merchandise and 
intend to showcase this 
at the December club 
meeting at the Manor 
where I will gauge feed-
back and then act ac-
cordingly. The intention 

at this stage is to have on 
offer, T Shirt, Polo shirt, 
Pullover and Fleece jacket, 
along with Ladies versions 
where available. More info 
should be available in the 
new year and I will again 

DIRECTOR’S CUT, BY JONNIE NO-BIKE 

“WE HAVE PURCHASED A 
NEW WEBSITE DOMAIN  
WWW.AVHOG.CO.UK 

WHICH IS NOW UP AND 
RUNNING ” 
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Newly re-elected Director,  
Jonnie No-Bike 

communicate to all 
members the items on 
offer, prices and ordering 
process which are all in 
planning as we speak, the 
overriding principal how-
ever will be keep it sim-
ple, so its likely that we 
will go for a one off bulk 
order based on members 
pre paid orders but don’t 
worry all members will 
be sent an order form 
and have the opportunity 
to look at the quality of 
the garments and the 
logo design.  

As discussed at the AGM, 
websites were talked 

(Continued on page 4) 



about and the lack of a club 
website. Over the last few 
months several new mem-
bers have come forward and 
offered to become webmas-
ter, I have spoken with Ann 
Larkin who has been looking 
at this for some time now, 
and she has now joined 
forces with John Elliot who 
will be together be joint 
webmasters.  
 
John and Anna are now in 
the process of getting the 
website up and running; we 
had already purchased a new 
web domain and the new site 
is now up and running in its 
initial form with more en-
hancements to come.  

I have myself spent a few 
hours since the AGM looking 
at other Chapters websites, 
there are some I like some I 
do not and others that are 
appalling! The direction I 
have given Anna and John is 
to keep things simple, if you 
have had a look at some of 
the other sites you will see 
some are too fancy for their 
own good, difficult to read, 
have not been updated in 
some cases for years! Enthu-
siasm is one thing getting it 
right is another! 

Club Communications 

 
On the subject of chapter 
communications I feel its 
important to share with you 
my vision for how a website 
fits in to chapter communi-
cations. 

At present the main method 
of communication is our 
monthly meeting, I believe 
that this should remain our 
main method of communi-
cating with members, its 

(Continued from page 3) personnel we all get to meet 
up and socialise and new 
members get to meet us and 
we get to meet them. 
 
After the meeting I believe 
that a regular newsletter is 
the next best method of 
communication, anything 
that needs to be shared can 
be done though a regular 
newsletter, supplemented by 
mail shots if required.  
 
A website should then add to 
the newsletter by offering a 
different option to those 
members who have access to 
the web, however a website 
should not replace or repli-
cate the newsletter. It may 
be that we move some fea-
tures from the newsletter to 
the website, so we can make 
better use of technology. 
Especially in the sharing of 
pictures. 
 
We then have the hotline so 
members can ring up before 
setting off to an event and 
check if there have been any 
changes 
 
New or other Events 

 
Recently Peter Ward has 
come forward and organised 
a curry night in Cleckheaton 
which I understand went 
well with nearly 60 mem-
bers attending, I myself was 
unable to attend as I had 
already made prior arrange-
ments when Peter ap-
proached me. 
 
On this subject there is noth-
ing that I am aware of to stop 
members organising events 
of this nature, indeed I 
openly encourage it.  
I do however ask members 
that members organising 

such events under the Aire 
Valley banner make such 
events open to all members 
in advance through an article 
in the AVT or at Monthly 
meeting, which Peter did on 
the recent curry night.  
 
Ideally any member with a 
proposal for a new event 
should contact Rob Mitchel-
more our Activities Officer 
or myself well in advance so 
we can communicate effec-
tively with all members and 
make sure implications have 
been realised.  
 
In the past members have 
organised new events which 
on the surface appear to be a 
simple task but through no 
fault of their own there has 
been a lack of understanding 
with regards to safety/
security and the implications 
of holding an event that they 
need to consider in the plan-
ning stages. The last thing I 
want is a Spanish inquisition 
when a quick review of the 
plans could have spotted any 
issues in advance.    
 
2006 Events  
 
Over the last few weeks in 
preparation for the Directors 
meeting which takes place at 
the end of November each 
year I have been keeping a 
track of 2006 rallies/events. 
This is in preparation for the 
release of Aire Valley’s 2006 
events list which as always 
will consist of Club events 
and various UK and Euro-
pean rallies that club mem-
bers usually attend and are of 
interest to new members. 
 
I note that in 2006 there will 
be approximately 30 UK 
rallies/events including 4 
large European events. The 

“LIVE LIFE 
WITH A SMILE, 
AND LIFE WILL 
SMILE DOWN 

ON YOU” 
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busiest calendar I have 
seen in the last 9 years.  
This is only counting HOG 
events and not other bike 
clubs and organisations!  
 
Along with all these HOG 
events we will also have a 
full ride out program of 
our own and a new party 
in mid summer. 

Here’s looking forward to 
2006. See you all at the 
Christmas party. For those 
who have not yet booked 
tickets, these can be pur-
chased at the December 
club meeting or by con-
tacting Sandra direct 

Jonnie No-Bike 



C ongratulations to 
‘Jonnie (No-
Bike) Swallow’ 
and his convinc-

ing re-election as our chap-
ters ‘El Supremo’ and com-
miserations to Gordon Mac 
who put forward a good 
manifesto.  The future of our 
chapter would have been 
assured whoever won, and 
it’s reassuring that our AGM 
was so well attended. 

As Aire Valley’s supporting 
dealer I am often asked 
‘what do you do to support 
us?’  Well, apart from quite 
a lot of background support, 
we operate a loyalty bonus 
for all members in the form 
of a 10% discount on all pur-
chases of parts, accessories 
and service work, including 
any workshop charges arising 
outside the scope of routine 
services.   

This 10% is credited to your 
account and can be re-
deemed in the dealership on 
purchases between the end 
of December and the end of 
March the following year.  
2006 will see this arrange-
ment for Aire Valley’s active 
members continue, and in 
addition you should all have 
received a loyalty card to 
give you a further 10% cash 
discount at the point of pur-
chase, effectively giving all 
active Aire Valley members 
20% discount on parts, ac-
cessories and clothing.  If 
you don’t have a card ask for 
one now. 

What do you mean by 
‘active’?  Well, in the past 
some crafty customers real-
ised that if they joined the 
chapter they got the dis-

count, that’s OK if they 
really are joining the chapter 
to be part of it and join in.  
But it’s not OK if they have 
no intention of genuinely 
making a contribution.  So, 
active members get the loy-
alty bonus, non-active mem-
bers don’t. 

I will again sponsor the ‘Odd 
Ball Rally’ and supply the T-
shirts and some raffle prizes, 
Bacon Sandwiches and hot 
drinks on the ‘Rain or Shine 
Ride Out’, and don’t forget 
the free hot drinks all year 
round in the dealership.   

We now draw 2005 to a 
close; it’s been another re-
cord year for Harley-
Davidson, and Eddy 
Wrights.  The launch of the 
new 2006 models in Septem-
ber saw a record monthly 
order take for us with the 
new Street Bob the star, 
with over 40 deposits taken.  
If you fancy a Street Bob for 

SHOP TALK, BY EDDY WRIGHT 
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2006 be quick; they will sell 
out any day now, not just at 
Eddys but in the UK.  We 
have some really good used 
Sportsters still at sale prices. 
And you can use the £500.00 
voucher we sent you if you 
purchase one before the end 
of January. 

Hayley in clothing also has 
many T-shirts and is doing 
‘two for the price of one’. 

Paul in our service depart-
ment is doing some fantastic 
winter offers of which you 
should have had details.   

Sam and Kelly in sales have a 
few 2005 models at give 
away prices.  These are Dyna 
Custom, Ultra Classic Elec-
tra Glide, Springer Softail 
and ONE street rod at, 
WOULD YOU BELIEVE 
IT! £8995 on the road. 

Finally I have waited until 
the last, but by no means 
least, to thank Big Pav for his 

contribution to our chap-
ter.  Pav needs no intro-
duction, we all know and 
love him and I am very 
pleased to have him back 
in the dealership.  Pav has 
taken on the role of Acces-
sory Advisor and Chrome 
Specialist.  He will be go-
ing over to Texas in Janu-
ary to attend Harley-
Davidson’s university and 
learn about Harley’s new 
products about which he 
will be happy to tell us all 
when he comes back. 

Don’t forget the Aire Val-
ley Christmas ‘do’ if 
you’ve not booked your 
ticket then do it now, 
they’re selling fast.   

See you there. 

Eddy Wright 
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M embers had 
been asked 
to show 
membership 

cards on arrival in order to 
vote at the meeting.  All paid 
up members were given vot-
ing slips. 140 members reg-
istered on arrival. 

Eddy Wright opened the 
meeting and explained that 
members would be required 
to vote on the club Director 
as Jonnie Swallow and 
Gordon Macfarlane both 
intended to stand. Jonnie 
would hold the normal 
monthly meeting. Gordon 
would then present his mani-
festo and take questions.  
Jonnie would do the same 
after which a vote would be 
taken.  Ballot papers would 
be shredded following the 
vote. 

Jonnie welcomed everyone, 
two new members Dave & 
Alison were introduced and 
Jonnie then passed over to 
Tony Burns – Head Road 
Captain. 

This season we have had 13 
organised rides and covered 
over 1700 miles with over 
500 bikes taking part; a mas-
sive increase since 1998/9. 

All our rides were accident-
free and thanks to all ride 
organizers for their efforts - 
often a thankless task. The 
Odd Ball Rally ride had 
some well-reported prob-
lems but we have learned 
from the experience. 

Moving on to next season, 
would all members let Tony 
have any suggestions for new 
or repeat rides ASAP. 

The next Road Captains 
course is at Riders Edge in 

March. Those on the list to 
consult with Tony over dates 
before 25th Nov. 

Finally, make sure Tony has 
any changed contact details if 
you are one of our Road 
Captains. 

 

G ordon Macfarlane then 
took the floor and gave 

a summary of his background 
within the club which he 
joined in ‘98 when there 
were 170 members (there 
are now 445).  To summa-
rise the main points:- 

• Enjoy the club by riding 
with other like-minded 
people 

• Acknowledge and accom-
modate varied skill levels 

• Implement a web site with 
regular updates (e.g. the 
Hog on the Humber site) 

• Provide regular access to 
and updates of the Club 
Accounts 

• Encourage Ride-out and 
European Rally participa-
tion and possibly our own 
Euro-Rally 

• Acquire and encourage flag 
carrying by members 

• Expand ride-out pro-
gramme and cooperate 
with other Northern 
Chapters for joint rallies 

• Appoint Michael Pierce as 
Assistant Director 

• Operate an open door 
policy which encourages 
new ideas from members 

Gordon answered one or 
two questions and then 
thanked everyone for listen-
ing. 

J onnie then took the mike 
and said it was his inten-

tion to keep the club running 
on the same basis as last 
year.  Keep it simple, ride 
and have fun and no politics. 

Jonnie gave his credentials 
for the position of Director - 
He Joined Aire Valley in 
1997. Has held the position 
of assistant Director to Andy 
Jones for four years as well 
as Director last year. Jonnie 
has attended most of the 
Director’s meetings over the 
past five years and keeps the 
club up to date with what is 
happening elsewhere. Jonnie 
has also been the Odd Ball 
Rally Organiser for the last 
five years. 

To summarise Jonnie’s main 
points:- 

• Keep it Simple (KISS) 

• Keep what has worked 
well in the past 

• Encourage participation 
and input from members 

• Encourage new ideas for 
club activities 

• Implement a club web site 
very soon 

• Listen to members wishes 
with respect to financial 
information, and provide 
whatever is wanted 

• Provide a wider range of 
club clothing an accesso-
ries, including flags for 
those who want them 

• Continue with the Odd 
Ball Rally - he was not 
keen on a joint Rally 

• Organise HOG Officer 
Training for Chapter offi-
cers 

• Keep the same support 
team but with Pav as 
Assistant Director 

There were a number of 
questions from the floor 
with regard to the Aire 
Valley Times, The Odd 
Ball Rally, an open forum 
on the website which Jon-
nie dealt with. He talked 
about the cost of the AVT, 
quality and content, said 
there would be no open 
forum on the website as it 
leads to trouble and dis-
ruption and the Odd Ball 
Rally would remain at the 
same time and place. 

Eddy then asked members 
to vote using the ballot 
slips and post them into 
the ballot box in front of 
the stage area. 

Sam and Sandra counted 
the votes with Eddy over-
seeing proceedings they 
were then checked and the 
numbers agreed by all 3:- 

Jonnie Swallow 86 
Gordon MacFarlane 40 

Jonnie Swallow was there-
fore elected as Director 
for the next year. 

Samantha Wright took the 
ballot papers away from 
the meeting to shred later 
that night. 

Eddy mentioned that he 
was extending this mem-
bership year to December 
31st 2006   New cards will 
be printed up and issued 
to members as early in the 
New Year as possible. 

The meeting closed at 
9.40 PM 

 

 

SUMMARY OF MINUTES OF AIRE VALLEY HOG CHAPTER AGM 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND NOVEMBER, 8:15 PM 



B e sure to check the 
Aire Valley Hot Line 

for details of forthcoming 
events. The Hot Line will 
have details of Ride-Outs 
and up-coming Rallies, as 
well as dates for club meet-
ings and other special 
events.  

A list of events 
for 2006 will 
be published 
in the next 
edition of Aire 

Valley Times which is due 
out in February 2006. 

In particular, note that 
there will not be a club 
meeting in January, but of 

ASAP to avoid having to go 
or come back a day earlier. 
Ferry crossing details can be 
accessed through the 
www.irelandhogrally.com 
or to book over the 
phone ring Motorsport 
Travel details in HOG news. 
Hollyhead to Ireland can be 
booked for £56 on the Seacat 
sailing which takes under 2 
hours.  

HOG Europe have advised 
us that so far 1500 
pre registrations have al-
ready been made and expect 
this number to be in excess 
of 5,000 come the time of 
the rally. One thing is for 
sure the vast majority of 
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SMALL ADS 
For Sale – standard Sportster bits to fit 2000 to 2003 
evolution models, ring for list. 

Tel: Big Pav 07773 373335 

 

For Sale – Sportster pillow touring seat for pre 04 models, as 
new.  £100 part no – 52109-04. 

Tel: Dave Green 07930 153857 

 

For Sale – Road king sundowner seat, part number 50193-04 
Cost new last year £336 will accept £120, 

Contact: Rob Mitchelmore 

 

For Sale – Chrome saddlebag support kit Part Number 
46565-04, Cost new £124, never used will accept £75,  

Contact: Rob Mitchelmore 

 

For Sale – smoked windshield, part number – 57935-98, cost 
new last year £181 will accept £80, there are no scratches. 

Contact: Rob Mitchelmore 

Total cost new £641 will sell all three for £250 

TO ADVERTISE HERE SEND YOUR DETAILS 
TO THE EDITOR 

KEVINSHARMAN2@NTLWORLD.COM 

For Sale – 2001 FLHR, 1450, metallic blue/silver. Beauti-
ful bike, mileage 8963. MOT May 2006. 3 months TAX, 
history and receipts, extras include, extended headlight, 
wind deflector strips, passenger footboard covers, and 
saddlebag top covers. Also adapted for Oximiser winter 
trickle charger. Included in price is Haynes Workshop 
manual (untouched), Oximiser and Thatcham approved 
Oxford Monster chain lock (cost £100). Cost of this Road 
King last year from Eddy’s was £11,500. For sale now at 
£9,499. 

Contact Dave on 0113 2938399 or 077 6141 5123 

Wanted – Standard Fatboy seat to fit 2005 Fatboy, must 
be in mint condition. 

Tel – Gazza 07771 761846 

COMING EVENTS 
course don’t forget the Christ-
mas Party which will be held 
on January 13th. The first club 
meeting in 2006 will be on 
Wednesday February 1st at 
the Manor from 19:30 on-
wards. 

N ote also the Hog on 
The Humber web site 

is also up and running. See the 
inset panel for the web site 
addresses. 
www.hogonthehumber.co.uk  

I reland 2006. We have 
been informed that some 

crossings to Ireland are already 
fully booked up, any members 
planning to make the trip 
should book ferry crossings 

these people will have to get 
a ferry!   

Y our 
HOG 

chapter has 
joined the 
digital age as 
our web site is now live. 
Check the site to find details 
of up-coming events and also 
pictures and write-ups from 
Ride-outs and Rallies. The 
web site will not replace 
the Aire Valley Times, but 
will be a source of informa-
tion for those who are con-
nected to the Internet. 

www.avhog.co.uk 



J onnie appointed me as 
Safety Officer earlier 
this year.  I suppose my 
qualification for this 

role was my experience in 
the fire service in attending 
road traffic accidents, so I 
know at first hand the seri-
ousness and tragedy of mo-
torcycle incidents and also 
my work as a risk assessor 
and various other training 
bits that I have been involved 
with.  I know what it is like 
to have to hold a dying rider 
during his final moments on 
this earth and it is something 
that I hope never to repeat. 

I hope therefore that my 
comments here will not only 
be of assistance to new 
members but also provide all 
members with information 
and perhaps the odd snippet!  
“Ride and have fun” they say, 
I would prefer “Ride safely 
and have fun”. 

Anyway, at the request of 
Pav and hopefully for the 
safety of us all, please read 
on and spare a moment to 
consider the implications. 

Firstly, take a look at the 
inset panel to find out what 
H.0.G. thinks about my 
role: 

The Annual Charter re-
quires that I make mem-
bers of the club aware of 
any riding courses that I 
think would be beneficial.  
More further on. 

Provision of motorcycle 
safety information for 
members. 

As you know there are 
points that I and other 
Road Captains raise on 
pre ride briefings but gen-
erally I think that all our 
members are pretty clued 
up on riding safety but 
more of that latter. 

Safer Riding Skills Pro-
gramme – This is one of 
the many courses run by 
Riders Edge down in 
South Wales and you will 
receive information with 
your H.O.G. publications 
periodically.  All Road 
Captains attend this 

course and they provide a 
good standard of instruc-
tion down there. 

Assistance for Road Cap-
tains on Chapter rides – 
all our Road Captains are 
briefed on this during the 
course that they attend at 
Riders Edge and each 
builds this into his riding 
plan when doing the ini-
tial recci of the route. 

Group Riding Techniques 
– This is covered in the 
pre – ride briefings. 

Hand Signals - well apart 
from the additional ones 
that BJ has used once or 
twice there is an official 
H.O.G. signalling code. 

This mainly refers to rid-
ing patterns and is more 
applicable to American hi 
- ways than Yorkshire 
lanes.  The most impor-
tant one is the indication 
of a second man drop off 
that you may have to per-
form, more on this later. 

Finally the release forms 
are collected each year as 
part of your subscription 
renewal and you sign to 
say that you accept that 
Aire Valley H.O.G. is not 
responsible for any injury 
or accident that you incur 
during one of our rides or 
events. 

So that it what is officially 
required from me and one 
thing I don’t want to do is 
attempt to teach you to suck 
eggs.  There are a lot of our 
members who are more ex-
perienced riders and owners 

A WORD FROM OUR SAFETY OFFICER 
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OFFICAL H.O.G. SAFETY OFFICER’S DUTIES 

• Assist Sponsoring Dealer and Chapter Directors in up 
holding the Annual Charter for HOG chapters. 

• Provide motorcycle safety information to members. 

• Educate members about the Safe Rider Skills program. 

• Assist the Road Captains in planning routes for chapter 
rides. 

• Assist the Road Captain in educating members about 
group riding techniques. 

• Assist the Road Captain in informing members of any hand 
signals which are used by the Chapter. 

• Assists in the collection of signed released forms. 

Mick Pierce  
always available as  
The Green Frog  

on CB Channel 23  

than I am.  If you have 
comment about this article 
or any other issue that you 
wish to discuss with me 
then please don’t hesitate 
in getting in touch.   If 
there is anything on a ride 
out that you are unhappy 
about please talk to Tony 
Burns (Head Road Captain) 
or myself.  We are still 
learning, we know that we 
do it better than most 
chapters but we do value 
your comments. 

I personally think that 
safety starts well before 
you get on the bike and I 
would include security and 
ask that you look at the 
location where you keep 
your hard earned machine
(s).  The Harley is a desir-
able and saleable piece of 
kit and there are a few of 
our members who unfortu-
nately have found an empty 
garage so don’t be tempted 
to become complacent.  I 
have various chains and 
ground anchors, additional 
security bolts on the doors, 
internal grills, an alarm 
system and certain parts 
wired into the mains that 

(Continued on page 9) 



 

would give anyone a serious 
perm if they are where they 
should not be.  This threat 
also keeps Sue and the kids 
out of the only area, which I 
feel is my sole surviving do-
main.  Externally the cars 
are backed up to garage door 
and the whole place is flood 
lit with the usual P.I.R. actu-
ated lamps. 

Another point, which I had 
never considered, was 
pointed out by Jonnie No 
bike to me when I first 
started to organise an event.  
I put forward an additional 
ride and asked for details to 
be sent to my home address, 
which would have appeared 
on posters and e-mails.  All I 
would have been doing was 
advertising the fact that my 
Harley is parked at this ad-
dress! 

If you are in any doubt what 
so ever then have a chat with 
your local Crime Prevention 
Officer. 

Pre ride checks come next 
and at this point have a think 
about what you are doing.  
All your pleasure relies upon 
the performance of your 
rubber!  That’s all you have 
in contact with the road so 
start of with the condition of 
the tyres.  The minimum 
tread depth is 1mm but are 
you going to ride a bike 
down to that level?  You 
know what your tyre pres-
sures are but what about 
after you have done 60 fast 
miles, what should they read 
then?  I don’t have air in my 
tyres, I use nitrogen which 
has certain benefits not the 
least that they run cooler.  
Go to Alba tyres they have a 
special interest in Harleys!  
The difference when we 

(Continued from page 8) went down through France 
this year was very apparent. 

For a pre ride check I find 
the pneumonic P.O.W.E.R. 
a useful reminder. 

Clothing has to be the next 
consideration and this is 
down to everyone’s personal 
preference so I will not even 
go there but please think 
about it. 

There is great debate as to 
the additional protection 
offered by full-face helmets, 
which are not favoured by 
the majority of Harley riders 
and fashion police.  There is 
argument that they can actu-
ally contribute to injury in an 
accident but again this is 
debatable and personal 
choice. 

Loading the bike for trips is 
an art in itself particularly 
for us carrying pillion orna-
ments.  If you want a shock, 
set off for a rally as you nor-
mally do but call in at your 
nearest weigh bridge! 

One final thing before riding 
off, make sure you have re-
moved all security devices 
and locks, Peter Wood will 
testify that his Electra Glide 
may be bloody good but it 
will not pull the concrete 
out of his garage floor. 

Finally, lets us turn our 
thoughts to the rider, I am 
not going to lecture anyone 
on accessing their condition 
following an enjoyable rally 
night; just don’t come near 
me if you are riding pissed! 

Many of us fall into the 
BAMBI category – Born 
Again Middle Aged Biking 
Idiot – I had had a break of 
twenty years before buying 
my Glide.  One of the first 
things that I did was get my-
self on a good riding course.  

I think that I have had a rea-
sonable riding / driving ca-
reer over the years with all 
the courses that I had to at-
tend in the Fire Service and 
Police but I wasn’t that arro-
gant that I felt that I could 
not benefit from another pair 
of eyes on my performance.  
I have done a few courses, 
benefited from them and 
they are well worthwhile. 
Even if it only confirms that 
you are getting it right you 
will find it useful.  Ten of us 
did a machine-handling 
course on 11th September 
and that was a real eye 
opener.  This had nothing to 
do with H.O.G.  This was 
held locally and makes you 
re think some of the fixed 
ideas that you may have 
about what a bike will do 
under certain circumstances.  
Unfortunately, due to the 
nature of the instruction we 
have been asked to remain 
silent about its contents!  For 
those that are interested I 
will be attending the course 
and subsequent ones again 
next spring and will have 
places for another 11, first 
come first served. 

Ride outs 

 These are great fun and a 
great way to meet up with 
other members.  I hope that 
you find these safe as well.  
The Road Captains are there 
to help.  Please listen care-
fully to the briefing before 
we set off.  The lead rider 
will tell you the route, the 
petrol stops, distances in-
volved etc – even where and 
when the toilet break will 
be! 

 If you are unsure of your 
ability or are a new rider 
keeps at the front – it’s 
slower there and you will 
have more time to think.  I 
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The POWER 
Pre-Ride Checklist 

Petrol 

Have you sufficient to get 
you where you are going?  
Please fill up at Eddy’s 
before the ride out  

Oil 

Engine oil, gearbox oil, 
brake fluids, fork and 
suspension oils, chain oil 
if applicable  

Water 

Water, although only 
applicable to V Rods  

Electrics 

Lights, signals, horn – all 
should be checked  

Rubber 

Tyres I meant!  Sidewalls 
tread, pressures, foreign 
bodies.  

know its sounds daft and I 
did it myself, I was new 
once and kept at the back 
“out of the way” – wrong 
decision as a novice be-
lieve me. 

Please look out for the 
high viz jackets and let us 
pass after you have sig-
nalled to let us know you 
are aware that we are 
coming along side you.  
Check your mirrors very 
frequently and try to ride 
together in the pack.  Do 
not allow large gaps be-
tween bikes.  If you do 
we will end up with cars 
between us and the line 
up will get longer.  We 

(Continued on page 10) 



 

want to ride together (it 
looks better!!) and we want 
to arrive at the coffee stops/
lunch break and our eventual 
destination together, also you 
will hopefully stay on the 
same road as the rest of us.  
Road Captains may signal you 
to close up, they are not on a 
power trip so don’t take it 
the wrong way, please try to 
prevent gaps forming on the 
ride. 

I mentioned second man 
drop-offs earlier.  Usually all 

junctions and deviations in 
routes will be marked by a 
Road Captain, occasionally 
we run out of them and if 
you end up behind the lead 
rider he may indicate that he 
wants you to sit at a junction 
to act as a marker.  Wait 
there for the last bike to ap-
pear, it will usually be a Road 
Captain and he will signal 
you to set off ahead of him 
giving you time and space to 
do that. 

The riders with Glides are in 
contact with each other on 
channel 23.  Mac at the back 

will stay there if he is on the 
ride and is telling the other 
Road Captains on Glides 
what is happening on the ride 
out.  Trevor Burgess and 
Peter Wood and anyone else 
with a glide are invaluable on 
the ride and can relay mes-
sages from back to front on a 
large ride out.  We have on 
average 40+ bikes each time 
and your safety is number 
one priority.  The plan is to 
have Autocom for another 
two road captains so that 
bikes other than Ultras are in 
touch with each other. 

O.K., time to bring this to a 
close.  Like I said I am not 
trying to teach anyone to 
suck eggs and I certainly do 
not want to start sounding 
like a rule rodent. 

Ride Safely and have Fun 

Mick Pierce 
(Green Frog, channel 23!)  

(Continued from page 9) 
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T he first we knew 
about the biker 
build off was 
when Stez from 

Polar Cycles gave us a call to 
see if we would be interested 
in going up against five other 
builders from the UK in a 
new TV programme to be 
produced by Steve Berry 
(The short bloke from Top 
Gear with a strange girly 
accent) not wanting to miss 
out on anything we agreed to 
a meeting to sort out the 
rules for the show and to 
meet the other guys that 
were going to be in it. 

We had a quick meet and it 
was off to Doncaster Race 
course with Mr Berry in tow 
and his one man band camera 
crew, sound crew, and light-
ing man Tighe, who apart 
from having really shitty 
tastes in clothes was a great 
guy and unlike Mr Berry did-
n’t wear his wife’s under-
wear but I digress more of 

that later. 

It was obvious to one and all 
that none of us had any ex-
perience in anything to do 
with filming as we all 
flounced around with not a 
fucking clue what to do, it 
was decided that each shop 
should have a front man 
someone who doesn’t mind 
having his picture taken, My 
Business partner Andrew 
having already ticked the box 
marked no fucking publicity 
left it up to me, I cant think 
why?  Me being camera shy 
an all haha! 

After the race course meeting 
it was on to the pub where 
we were all interviewed 
about our feelings towards 
the show and what the expec-
tations of a TV programme 
about British bike builders 
was, Fuck me a show about 
us Brits is just what was 
needed in my humble opin-
ion and pretty much every-
one else’s sentiments too. 

So back at Thundercity head-
quarters myself Andrew and 
our Merlin Mechanic Edge 
got our heads together to 
form our plan of action, we 
all threw different ideas 
about as you do and we came 
up with two ideas. One was 
just too mental to do in the 

time scale we were given so 
its on the back burner until 
next yr, so the Old Skool 
Chopper was the baby for us, 
this was going to be my bike 
as I had just sold the coaster 
which was the bike we had 
built last year for me so it 

(Continued on page 11) 

OLD SCHOOL CHOP 
TOOTY’S ENTRY INTO THE BRITISH BIKER BUILD OFF 



was pretty much left up to 
me which way to go with 
this project. 

Hardtail was the first choice 
a nice Santee single down 
tube frame was ordered 
from Custom chrome didn’t 
want to go too wide at the 
back did that last yr so a 200 
tyre for the rear, the front 
end was easy it had to have 
Springer’s to give it that 
proper old skool look and 
the best in the business have 
to be Paugho so on the list 
they went along with a pair 
of eighty spoke American 
Wire wheels the Dog’s Bol-
locks for spoked wheels, a 
Revtech Pandemonium en-
gine 1450cc that looks like 
the real panhead but with 
modern internals along with 
the motor a 5 speed box in a 
4 speed casing with kickstart 
only.  Hey if your gonna go 
old skool you don’t need 
electric start Ha! Next time I 
suggest that someone Twat 
me round the head (Fucking 
Kickstarts)…BDL open belt 
drive, had to have the king 
Sportster tank, the seat was 
hand carved by my pal 
Gordon at Buckskin Leather 
and all put together by 
Marty at Smart RRs includ-

(Continued from page 10) ing gel and memory foam 
and yes I am a soft twat my 
ass isn’t as small as it used to 
be, the Paintwork was al-
ways going to be done by 
Steve at Roadhouse in Pud-
sey I like Steve have a pas-
sion for flames although we 
did put some thought into 
these they had to be slightly 
different and a bit special for 
the Build off the colour 
scheme also had to be 
slightly different enough to 
stand out from traditional 
Flame jobs so we went for 
candy apple red with pearl 
white and mint green pin 
striping  with a pearl flip flop 

lacquer for the build off we 
decided to go with a hand 
shift and a foot clutch we 
used a world war one bayo-
net which I got from eBay a 
real bargain at about £20 inc 
of postage it was up to Edge 
to devise how to do it and 
work out the easiest way for 
the foot clutch but as usual 

not a problem for the old 
magician, you might be won-
dering why im mentioning 
Edge so much, well the last 
cover bike we had didn’t 
have his name in it at all and 
we got that little beaten 
puppy dog look so I’m mak-
ing up for it haha also Edge is 
responsible for the rack and 
upright I just told him my 
ideas and hey presto it was 
just what I wanted……..Ok 
Happy Now????? 

Andy as always was in charge 
of the wiring and anything 
else electrical including the 
red led’s which fit every-
where I know he hates doing 
‘em but fuck it they look 
great on a night riding 
through town. 

The bike looks the bollocks, 
and has done quite a few 
miles now attending shows 
all over the country and win-
ning top trophy’s at most of 
them, but then all our bikes 
are built for practical riding 
as well as being top custom 
bikes, the filming is now 
over and I wont tell you who 
won coz I don’t want to 
spoil it for those who didn’t 
see the result at the Don-
caster show, you will just 
have to watch the TV pro-
gramme which I believe is 
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due out the beginning of 
October. 

A few words of thanks 
firstly to Stez for inviting us 
on the show in the first 
place also his wife Anita for 
looking after us all at Thun-
dercity at the Pro One 
Custom Show, to Mr Steve 
Berry and his Sidekick 
Tighe for not bollocking us 
too much over our over 
indulgence in the usage of 
the odd swearword ha-
haha…Fuck…Fuck…
Fuck, to the love of my life 
Diane for supporting me 
through all the filming and 
stuff and encouraging me 
with the bike even if she 
didn’t like the front end 
although she loves it 
now…..Steve at Road-
house for another show 
winning paint job,Gordon 
and Marty from Buckskin 
Leathers and Smart RRS 
Seats, not forgetting our 
Merlin Mechanic Edge for 
another show winning bike 
and my business partner 
Andrew for all his help 
with the bike. 

So enjoy the bike, enjoy the 
show, and don’t forget 
there are some of us who 
still think that Britain is the 
BEST…Tooty 

“The bike looks the 
bollocks, and has done 
quite a few miles now 
attending shows all 
over the country and 

winning top trophy’s at 
most of them.” 



CONGRATULATIONS TO TOOTY FROM DOT AND ROB 
Dear AVT Reader, 

Well done to Paul Tooty for a brilliant effort in the 1st UK 
Biker Build Off at Doncaster. All 6 entrants bikers where 
really brilliant.The standard was amazing. 

This was a great day out for all. The show was really exciting 
and well organised. We think it was a successful show for 
all involved and next year it will be even better. 

I've sorted out Rob's Xmas present thanks to Tooty. He's 
getting the 10 part series on DVD as we don't get Discovery 
Channel. 

What an experience Paul has had over the last 6 month’s, 
having the whole thing filmed. 

Well done to all at Thundercity involved with this huge pro-
ject. The end product is amazing.You are all winners. 

Dot & Rob Mitchelmore  

Dear Mr McFarlane 

My apologies for not thanking you sooner for your gener-
ous donation of £125.00 from the monies raised in your 
recent Hog On The Humber charity bike ride to the Drif-
field District Girl Guide Association. 

The cheque is greatly appreciated as we’ve just purchased 
six new guide tents for District use at our summer camps 
and Jamborees. 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs. M.Y. Dean 
Driffield District Guide 
Association Treasurer 

IF YOU WOULD 
LIKE A LETTER 
PUBLISHED IN 

THE AIRE 
VALLEY TIMES - 
PICK UP YOUR 

PEN OR LAPTOP 
AND SEND IT IN! 
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MAILBAG 

THANK YOU FROM THE YORKSHIRE AIR AMBULANCE 

Dear Mr. MacFarlane 

On behalf of the children and 
staff at Kings Mill School I 
would like to say a big thank 
you to Aire Valley HOG for 
the wonderful donation of 
£1,000. 

It was very kind of you to 
choose Kings Mill to benefit 
from your bike ride over the 
bridge. It must have been 
fantastic to see so many 
bikes; we hope you will 
reach your goal of 1,000 next 
year! 

You can be assured that the 
money will be spent and the 
children will benefit from 
your generosity. We took 
delivery of a brand new mini 
bus this year, which has made 
a real difference to our trips. 
We are now raising money 
for a second new one! 

Once again thank you and 
best wishes from all at Kings 
Mill School. 

Yours sincerely 

Sarah Young 
Head teacher 
Kings Mill 
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PICTURES FROM THE ODD BALL RALLY 

   

Road Captains Briefing Ride-Out about to leave Off we go - Rain Hunting 

   

Johnny Lister’s Prize-winning 
Fatboy 

Painting by numbers??? Hands in the air please! 

   

Whatever you do -  
don’t move love! 

Love me tender I didn’t fall down drunk -  
honest Guv! 

   

Elvis has entered the building Hands off me trousers please Everyone seems to be having a 
fine old time 



I  am a new member of 
the Aire Valley UK 
HOG Group, having 
joined in June this year 

after I purchased my new 
bike. Apart from a few dalli-
ances with two-wheeled 
machines over the last 30 
years, I last rode a motorcy-
cle seriously in 1976.  

I have been harping on about 
getting a bike for a few years 
now, but done nothing about 
it. Then, a couple of years 
ago, I took a spin on a Harley 
when visiting Australia. 
Since then I have blown 
more and more hot air in the 
direction of my long suffer-
ing wife about getting back 
to biking – an activity in 
which she has no interest 
whatsoever and which she 
thinks is noisy and danger-
ous! 

Imagine my surprise then, 
when last Christmas she pre-
sented me with a book on 
the history of Harley David-
son, and three weeks later, 
on my birthday, a voucher 
for the Riders Edge “Back to 
Biking” course in Wales. 

So it was that on a sunny 
May Sunday we set off to 
Wales. She had decided to 
come down with me in case I 
needed a stretcher to bring 
me back (just joking), but 
we enjoyed three beautiful 
days in the Welsh country-
side, me on a variety of dif-
ferent sized bikes, and her in 
the car exploring the Welsh 
mountains. 

Each day we spend a few 
hours either in the class 
room or out on the Mid 

Wales Showground learning 
about bikes, riding, and 
safety before heading out 
onto the road.  

I spent the first day on a 
Buell, finishing off on a Dyna 
Glide for a short ride-out. 
By the last day I had gradu-
ated to the Ultra Classic and 
spent a truly exhilarating day 
exploring the Elan Valley 
and the countryside around 
the Riders Edge centre.  

There is a maximum of two 
riders to each instructor, 
with radio communication so 
you feel monitored and su-
pervised at all times. 

I was pretty hard to live with 
when I returned from Bilth 

Wells, and spent several 
days browsing round Eddie 
Wright’s and questioning 
Sam before deciding to ease 
back into biking by buying a 
Dyna Super Glide. I picked 
the bike up towards the end 
of June and immediately felt 
that I was back in that special 
community of bikers, having 
also been made most wel-
come by the Aire Valley 
club.  

The Dyna did not last long, 
and after about 1,500 miles I 

BACK TO BIKING – THE EASY WAY 

“BY THE LAST DAY I 
HAD GRADUATED 
TO THE ULTRA 

CLASSIC AND SPENT 
A TRULY 

EXHILARATING DAY 
EXPLORING THE 

ELAN VALLEY AND 
THE COUNTRYSIDE 

AROUND THE 
RIDERS EDGE 

CENTRE” 
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have recently “upgraded” 
to the Ultra Classic that I 
liked so much when I was 
in Wales. I have only 
done a few miles so far 
and am getting used to 
the heavier feel of the 
bike, but I am sure that it 
and I will be as one in a 
few short weeks. 

I intend to do further 
courses at the Riders 
Edge school as I really 
enjoyed my time there 
and was most impressed 
by the guys and girls who 
run it.  

Maybe I’ll even do a 
Road Captain’s course 
next year – now there’s a 
scary thought! 

Ian McNeill  
(“Mac”) 
ian@ctluk.com 

 

Mac takes delivery of  his Ultra Classic 



HOG ON THE HUMBER FINANCIALS 
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Brought forward from 2004 872   

Pre-registrations 3374   
Donations 186   

On The Gate/Bridge 3979   

  Subtotal Income   8411 

      

Beverley Racecourse ( 200 )   

T Shirts ( 95 )   

Expenses ( 84 )   

Recovery Vehicle ( 40 )   

Pins ( 350 )   

  Subtotal Expense   ( 769 ) 

     

Gross Profit on the Event   7642 

      

Leeds general Infirmary ( 1500 )   

Fredrick Holmes School ( 1000 )   

Kings Mill School ( 1000 )   

Guides / Scouts ( 250 )   

Air Ambulance ( 1500 )   

Meningitis Trust ( 1000 )   

Sandal Rugby Club Youth Team ( 740 )   

Ken Hedley ( 91 )   

High Bank School ( 500 )   

  Subtotal Donations   ( 7580 ) 

      

Surplus   61 

Prestige Motorcycle 

Valeting Specialists 
All Motorcycles Given TLC 

 CRUSERS 

 CUSTOMS 

 TOURERS 

 SPORTS MOTORCYCLES 

For those who luv riding their bike… 
but hate cleaning it! 

Collection and Delivery Service 

Harleys are our speciality  
No job too small, no bike too big 

 

01274-429743 

07932-502402 

 

 

 

 

AIRE VALLEY PATCHES 

Large Hog £20.00 

Small HOG £10.00 

Large Aire Valley £20.00 

Small Aire Valley £10.00 

Aire Valley Pins   £2.00 

Cheques or cash to:- 

Aire Valley Times 

c/o 12 Compton Crescent 

Leeds LS9 6DH 

Chaz.shaz@bushinternet.com 



AIRE VALLEY 
OFFICERS 

The Manor 
Private Function Room 

Stoneyroyd, Farsley, Leeds 

Capacity of 200 
Full catering available for any occasion 

Contact Nigel or Tarnya 

O113-255-3439 

07768-608167 

Bands and DJ’s also provided for all type of events 

Position Name 

Director Jonnie No-Bike jonnienobike-airevalley@yahoo.co.uk   

Assistant Director Pavlo Andrusiak (Big Pav) bigpav@ntlworld.com 07773-373335 

Treasurer Mike Gaunt   

Membership Secretary Sandra Gaunt   

Head Road Captain Tony Burns   

Activities Officer Rob Mitchelmore   

AVT Editor Kevin Sharman (Kev) kevin.sharman2@ntlworld.com  

AVT Assistant Editor Ian McNeill (Mac) mac@ctluk.com  

Photographer Eddie Clark (Bad Ed)   

New Members Rep Shaz Ryder chaz.shaz@bushinternet.com  

Safety Officer Mick Pierce   

Sponsoring Dealer Eddy Wright eddy@eddywrightmotorcycles.com 0113-234-0717 

Dealer Rep Sam Wright sam@eddywrightmotorcycles.com 0113-234-0717 

Contact details (where appropriate)  


