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would like to start off by taking this
opportunity to thank all of those members who attended the AGM and supported me as your Director of Aire Valley
UK for a second year. My first year was a
busy one in my role as Director and also
by my supporting officers. My thanks go
to each of them for all their sterling efforts
throughout the year ensuring our members where safe, informed and entertained. I am pleased to inform the membership that all the supporting officers
have pledged their support to me for a
further year.
As I announced at the AGM the dealer
principal John Cooke agreed that one year
is not long enough when elected as Director and that any newly elected Director
should serve a minimum two years. It is
agreed that from the next AGM the minimum term served will be two years.
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Director, Rob Mitchelmore
Sadly since my re-election we have heard
the sad news that two of our long-standing
members of Aire Valley have passed away.
Elaine Sergeant lost her battle with Cancer
and Ian Towler to Motor Neurone Disease. I did not know Elaine very well but
all that did tell me she was a special lady.
Ian was a friend I have had the pleasure of
riding with on many occasions and will
always keep those memories.
One of my first memories of Ian was on an
AV Sunday ride out to the Byers café in
1998 where we parked up beside each
other in the car park. We did the usual

Ian Towler
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D IRECTOR ’ S B ITS (C ONTINUED )
(Continued from page 1)

bloke think of admiring each other’s bikes. Ian asked me
‘how I got my spokes so shiny’ I informed him I used a
tooth brush. He gave me that Ian Towler quizzical look. I
reassured him it was not my own toothbrush but Dorothy’s.
From that moment I knew we shared the same sense of humour and bond of all things shiny. I have included some
photo’s of our trip in 2005 to Faakersee. If any members
have photos of Elaine or Ian that their family may not have
seen, please contact me if you would like them to receive
these memories.

Xmas party at the Parkway. It was lovely to see all our ladies looking so fabulous. A big thank you to Sandra for
organising this once again.
I’m looking forward to the coming season can’t wait to get
the old machine out but I do think it will be a trying time
for us all
Big congratulations to Steve & Jo on their recent news.
Well done to you both, we look forward to welcoming our
newest member soon.
(They have certainly lost their virginity now)
Rob Mitchelmore, Director

In December we held our end of season party at the Manor.
Around 80 people attended. In January we had our annual

T

Aire Valley UK

D EALER U PDATE
here are big plans afoot at the dealership for 2009,
but sadly as this edition of Aire Valley Times goes
to press I cannot tell you about them.

I will be seeing you all at the meeting on February 4th and
by that time I hope to be able to make an announcement
regarding the future.
In the mean time, check out our web site at...
www.leedsharley-davidson.co.uk
....to see the latest offers available and a list of our second
hand stock and ex-demo bikes. See the panel in the bottom
right hand corner for a sample.
John Cooke
Managing Director, John Cooke
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elcome to 2009, a year that may well be a
trying time for some of us, but in which I
hope that we can escape the realities of the
recessionary world at least for some of the time when we
are riding free.
Since writing my editorial comment in November I must
confess that the bike has hardly turned a wheel. I spent
some time “down-under” at the end of last year, sadly without the two-wheeled steed. I was reminded when in Sydney
that it was there, in 2001, that I renewed by passion for
biking when I hired a Harley for the day and took a ride up
the coast. I still have the ‘photo from that day (see below)
and it’s responsible for me making many new friends in the
UK and abroad since.

Ian McNeill, Editor.
Still here but the ’Glide has gone
this issue where the author’s next ambition is to ride Route
66. I quite fancy that myself. To find out more about that
famous road there is an event hosted by the Hatters Chapter on 27th February in Northwich (see
www.theshowproviders.com for further details ) .

You may recall my confession in the last edition of the AVT
that I had welshed on one of my 2008 New Year resolutions. I did not, as I had promised, spend any nights under
canvass in 2008 at any of the rallies I attended. Well, this
year that will definitely be corrected, and if I don’t then I
hereby commit to make a sensible donation to the charity
of our director’s choice on the date of the 2009 AGM, and
I nominate Brian Roche as the arbiter of the commitment
and the authorised extractor of a suitable donation.
2008 saw the passing of my Electra Glide, and the purchase
of my third Harley, the Fat Boy. While I was away I had a
few modifications done to the bike and since then I have
only ridden it back from the shop. The new exhausts make
one hell of a row, and I’m not really sure whether I will be
able to live with the racket. Not as noisy as Tony Burns’
pipes, but close!
I was intrigued to read one of the articles you will find in

I was, as many of you were,
saddened by the news of the
death of two of our member.
Ian Towler had fought a long
and courageous battle against
Motor Neurone Disease, and
Elaine Sergeant also lost her
battle with Cancer in 2008.
May they rest in peace, and be
remembered fondly by their
friends at Aire Valley.
I am really looking forward to
the new biking season, as I am sure you all are. The first
Aire Valley event is the club meeting on the 4th February
and I hope to see many of you there.
I wish you all a Happy New Biking Year and ride safe in
2009.
Ian McNeill
Editor
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17-19 April - Piercebridge Weekend George Hotel - £200 (per double room)
for weekend bb and evening meal - joint
ride out with Geordie Chapter on 18th
April - Tel 07762005783 - Sue - for further details

y the time this AVT hits the streets
the event calendar for 2009 will
NOT be complete.

nder the guidance of our Head
Road Captain, Dave Farrand
(“Fazz”) a schedule of Ride-outs
is planned for the year, but it will not be
released until after the Road Captain’s
briefing to be held in March.
Rest assured that there will be a full programme of rides, led by his dedicated
team of Road Captains who give their
time freely to make the club's rides a success. Please support the club’s ride-outs
whenever you can. They are normally
held on a Sunday, a leave the dealership at
10.00 AM sharp.

17 May - Invitation from Geordie Chapter for use to ride with them to Greens
Pies LA13 9SZ
22-24 May - HOG Chapter Rally Jersey
jerseyhogrally@jerseymail.co.uk
Dave Farrand, HRC

M

7-9 August - Coleraine Rugby Club Co
Antrim - 10th Anniversary Rally
"Zimmer Club Mid Week Rides" primarily aimed at folks who have retiredbut of course open to all! (ED: Sue qute
hopes she’ll be invited being so much
younger than Mick!).

You will find a list below of the events
that are already in the diary, and on the
next page you will see a list of some other
Harley events throughout the country to
be held during 2009.
Mick Pierce
Activities Officer

10-13 April - Easter Rally East Leeds
Lions - Emmerdale Country

The aim to meet at the shop around 10am
- to leave at 10.30 for a ride to wherever
the sun is shining with a lunch stop. Initial
thoughts are for the second Wednesday of
each month which would mean 8 April, 13
May, 10 June, 8 July, 12 Aug, 9 Sept, 14
Oct. We’ll try it a couple of times at least
to see what the response is.
Some folks (Mick, Mike G, Les, Tony B)
have expressed an interest so this will be
brought up the next meeting and certainly
go for 8th April and see what happens interested folks to phone Mick on
07734301268.

So come all you Ladies - support Alex in
her efforts. See the posters later in this
edition for further details.
27th Feb - Route 66 Show at Northwich
Memorial Hall Cheshire - invite from Hatters to join them - tickets £12.50 special
price www.theshowproviders.com for
further details

23 May - Invitation from Thames Valley
to join them on the last leg of their ride to
Dick Turpins Cell at Castle Museum York
12-14 June - Circus Maximus VII - Chester RUFC - contact Ade Nicholson on
01244 544173 for further details

ick Pierce, our Activities Officer, has done a considerable
amount of work on the events
schedule (with the substantial
and welcome help of his wife Sue).

Ladies of Harley (LoH) - Try as Alex
might (and despite substantial support
from Mick and Sue) the response to LoH
social events in 2008 and proposed ones
for 09 has been poor. She is hoping to
organise the theatre trip to see Witches of
Eastwick at The Grand in Leeds on Feb
17th and a bistro night in Harrogate on
March 11th. The Pamper Night in Leeds
planned for 27 Jan fell flat so has been reorganised for another date in Feb.

FAR )

That’s all for the time being, but se ethe
schedule over page which is also on the
web site.
Ed
Alex Redfearn
Ladies of Harley Rep
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C ALENDAR
Date

Name of Event

Type of Event

Location

February 4

Aire Valley Chapter Meeting

Club Meeting from 7.30pm

Yarnbury Rugby Clu

February 7

New Forest Winter Ball

Chapter Rally

Dorset, UK

February 17

The Witches of Eastwick

LOH Event for all:
19:30 (opening night)

Leeds Grand Theatre

March 4

Aire Valley Chapter Meeting

Club Meeting from 7.30pm

Yarnbury Rugby Club

March 12-17

St Patrick's Day Rally

Chapter Rally

Dublin

April 1

Aire Valley Chapter Meeting

Club Meeting from 7.30pm

Yarnbury Rugby Club

April 13

H.O.G. in the Bard III

Chapter Event

Stratford upon Avon

April 17-19

Piercebridge weekend

Ride-out weekend

Piercebridge-on-tees,
nr Darlington

May 1-4

18th Cider Rally

Chapter Rally

Sand Bay,
Weston-Super-Mare

May 6

Aire Valley Chapter Meeting

Club Meeting from 7.30pm

Yarnbury Rugby Club

May 7-10

St Tropez

International Harley Festival

Grimaud, Golfe de St Tropez France

May 15-17

New Forest, Spring Fever

Chapter Rally

Dorset, UK

May 15-18

Iron Horse Rally

Chapter Rally

Bainland Country Park

May 22-24

The Gathering

Chapter Rally

Ayr Racecourse

June 3

Aire Valley Chapter Meeting

Club Meeting from 7.30pm

Yarnbury Rugby Club

Chapter Charity Event

Hull, UK

June 5-7
HOG on the Humber
June 5-7

Ireland Bike Weekend

International Harley Festival

Killarney Ireland

June 12-14

Deva Legion's Circus Maximus

Chapter Rally

Chester Rugby Club

June 25-28

18th Annual European Rally

International Rally

Jurmala, Latvia

July 1

Aire Valley Chapter Meeting

Club Meeting from 7.30pm

Yarnbury Rugby Club

July 9-12

Sherwood

Chapter Rally

Thorseby Hall, Sherwood, UK

July 10-12

Peak Riders Rally

Chapter Rally

Chesterfield, Derbyshire
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C ALENDAR (C ONTINUED )
Date

Name of Event

Type of Event

Location

July 10-12

Hoggin the Hayfields 2

Chapter Rally

Cleve Rugby Club, Bristol

July 10-12

III Rivers Rally

Chapter Rally

Harpenden Rugby Club

July 17-19

Squires & Spires

Chapter Rally

Towcester Racecourse

July 23-26

Fenlanders Rally

Chapter Rally

Fakenham Racecourse, Norfolk

August 5

Aire Valley Chapter Meeting

Club Meeting from 7.30pm

Yarnbury Rugby Club

August 7-9

South of England Rally

European National Rally

Nat Shooting Centre, Bisley

August 7-9

HOG n' BOG

Chapter Rally

Colraine, Northern Ireland

August 14-16

THE RIDINGS RALLY
See rally website

Aire Valley Chapter Rally

Wetherby Racecourse

August 14-16

Essex Chapter Rally

Chapter Rally

Rochford 100 Rugby Club

August 28-31

Thunder in the Glens

Chapter Rally

Aviemore, Scotland

September 2

Aire Valley Chapter Meeting

Club Meeting from 7.30pm

Yarnbury Rugby Club

September 4-5

Hoggin the Beaver

Chapter Rally

Woolsthorpe-by-Belvior

September 8-13

12th European Bike Week

International Harley Festival

Faaker See Austria

September 18-20

Heart n' Soul Rally

Chater Rally

Gosforth Racecourse, Newcastle

September 25-27

Autumn Blitz

Chapter Rally

New Forest, Dorset

October 7

Aire Valley Chapter Meeting

Club Meeting from 7.30pm

Yarnbury Rugby Club

October 10

Ride to the Wall

Memorial Gathering

Burton on Trent

October TBC

Hoggin-the-Bridge

Charity Event

Old Severn bridge, UK

Please note: Aire Valley UK is not responsible for riders' safety.
All riders attend events at their own risk and should have completed a disclaimer when joining/renewing membership.

GOLD = events which are open to chapter members and invited guests, only.
PURPLE = Ladies of Harley Event. (Ladies only unless TOLD otherwise)

SILVER = UK mainland events open to HOG members.
GREEN = Aire Valley chapter events open to club members, national H.O.G. members and other guests as desired..
WHITE = events open to HOG members that are outside of the UK mainland
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eijing – Capital of the People's Republic of China
and previously known as Peking has a population of
17,430,000. Its currency is the Renminbi (RMB) /
Yuan, although foreign visitors are issued with FECs. The
Language is a Beijing dialect based on standard Mandarin
Do you know where it is? (there’s a clue below) -

P AGE 7

BY

A LEX R EDFEARN

Weaving in & out of cars, trucks, bikes then slamming on
as yet another bicycle came straight at us; The Katie Melua
song “Nine Million Bicycles” is true!!
It took over 45 minutes to reach the dealership & cost only
40 RMB (about £4).
The shop was empty apart from 2 girls stood by the counter
“Ni hao” I said and smiled at them. They stopped talking
and looked at me with curiosity.
“Do you speak English?” I asked.
“No” was their reply.

Distance from Leeds (by air) – 5,020.60 miles
Harley Davidson Dealership – Beijing Sunrise Trading
Company, Ltd; W3, Dongrunfengjing; No. 28 Nanshiliju;
Chaoyang District; Beijing, , CHN 100016

This was going to be difficult.
A third girl, Gail, materialised from somewhere looking
surprising like the other 2 girls. I asked her why she had an
English name. Apparently, they have a Chinese name but
can also chose whatever English name they like. I thought
this was rather as cool idea.
I chatted to her for a while and she was very helpful & polite. She seemed pleased to be able to practice her English

A

http://www.harley-davidsonbeijing.com

fter 4 days of hard-core trekking along the Great
Wall covering 75km, I ended up back in Beijing to
chill out for a few days. I’d already checked out
the location of the HD dealership before I left England so
knew exactly where to go (ha ha ha). I had printed off the
address from their website in both English & Chinese. I
grabbed a Taxi, showed him the paper with the address on
& we set off through Beijing.
The traffic was dreadful and the taxi driver seemed to have
a death wish. Maybe he was in competition with his colleagues to kill as many people as possible!!

(Continued on page 8)
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B EIJING , (C ONTINUED )
(Continued from page 7)

on me which I must say was very good. Far better than the
3 phrases of Mandarin I had learnt.
Gail told me a little bit about the dealership & local chapter.

They don’t often ride out as a Chapter but occasionally get
together for a 2-day trip to Ging Dao near Shandang Province.
There are a total of 5 Chapters in the whole of China:Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Taiwan & Ging Dao
Motorcycles get a really hard time in Beijing. I thought the
drivers in the UAE were crazy. They are pussy cats in comparison!!
What I did find strange is that the right turning traffic has
right of way over everything, regardless of the colour of the
traffic lights. They drive through pedestrian crossings hooting & people in their way. Oncoming traffic is expected to
stop & give way to anyone turning right.

The dealership’s best selling bike so far this year is the Electraglide costing around 31,0000 RMB = £30,338.61 and
the 883 Sportster @ 8,0000 RMB = £7,829.32
This year they have sold 20 Electraglides & 40 Sportsters
The worst selling bike is the Nightrod Special having only
shifted 3 since its release in late ‘06 (obviously Chinese
people have no taste).
Gail went on to explain a few of the local traffic laws concerning motorcycles.
To limit the number of motorbikes on the road, the Beijing
Government has introduced a “no new
number plate” rule.
In order to ride a new bike on the road,
you must first scrap an existing one then
transfer that plate onto your new bike –
How bizarre .
Helmets are required but on my travels
through the city, I guess approximately
half of the riders I saw wore no helmet.
HOG Chapter Beijing
Name – Beijing HOG Chapter
Membership – Approx 200
Rally – None
LOH – As there is only 1 lady member,
no LOH exists

Vehicles change lane without warning & drive so close often clipping mirrors as they pass. I saw at least 4 bike accidents on the way back from the dealership.
I had asked Gail about the bike accident
rate. She just smiled & said they were
all crazy.
The dealership doesn’t offer bike rental
but you know what? I’d have given hiring a bike in Beijing a miss anyway.
Firstly, I don’t understand what the
road signs say and secondly, I don’t
have a death wish.
Alex Redfearn
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C ORRECT W INDSHIELD H EIGHT , BY B RIAN R OCHE

W

hat is the correct windshield height for you
and your Harley ? There is no definitive answer to that question, each individual will
have their own preference. The variables go on and on –
are you tall or small – high or low seat height – wind in the
hair or no wind at all – open face helmet or full face helmet
etc.
I have owned a number of bikes that have windshields fitted
as standard BMW R100RT – BMW K100RS and now a
Harley Davidson Electra Glide.
I have dabbled with varying shades of windshield on my
Electra Glide. Tried out tinted ones – not for me, didn’t
try the dark ones and settled for the clear one as I wish to
see as much road surface as possible. Shade selection was
the simplest part of the process.
You may be lucky and have a bike that will accommodate a
Quickly Detachable (QD) windshield, in this case you can
change your preference in a couple of seconds.
Some Electra Glide owners have two windshields, one for
normal riding in our UK climate and the other for touring
abroad in very hot conditions.
Getting the correct screen height may not be so simple – fit
the tallest screen you can get your hands on then work
downwards or spend loads of money experimenting.
I recently acquired (gift) a very tall screen from Ian
McNeill (he had recently sold his Electra Glide) but this
screen was so big I found a family of four living behind it!
I thought “this has to be cut down but I’ll give it a try the
way it is” – big mistake for me.
I fitted it the Thursday night before The Ridings Rally
2008, therefore, had to use it on the ride out on the Saturday. I could not see **** all and have never ridden a bike in
such a timid way in all my life.
The weather was not good – some of the road surfaces
were also bad and plenty of metal manhole covers in some
good locations on the route. The rain on the screen greatly
reduced my view of the road, I had to wipe off the screen
and my visor all the time in the attempt of getting a clearer
view.
The masking tape and the jig saw came out on the next
Monday.

Looking just over the screen is comfortable
for most people
Setting the correct height for me was straight forward, I
had a good idea what to aim for, this is your one and only
problem if you are new to windscreens. Test ride a few
bikes and see what happens.
Some Riders enjoy the comfort of the full screen, tucked in
behind, no wind or buffeting, no flies in your teeth etc. I
have tried this and was not happy in the rain. I also got
some turbulence resulting in rain getting on the inside of
my open face visor (not good).
Dave Fazz our very experienced Head Road Captain rides
behind the full size screen; as I say not for me but he likes
the full screen as it reduces wind.
The next level is the full screen but with a stretch of the
neck you can see over the top of the top, this enables you to
get any benefits of the screen in normal circumstances but
when it is raining or misty etc you can stretch you neck and
look over the top.
My own comfort zone is to sit comfortably on the bike, and
look just over the top edge of the screen and be able to see
the middle of a car number plate of a car that is positioned
at a normal driving distance from the bike ( see top photo).
(Continued on page 10)
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W INDSHIELD H EIGHT (C ONTINUED )
(Continued from page 9)

To achieve this I jumped on the bike and while stationery in
traffic, at the normal distance from the car in front, I
quickly stuck some insulation tape on the screen – marking
out the exact height as described above.
Start high then work down, you can’t glue it back on afterwards. You could just hack up an old screen to get the right
height then buy a new one at that height.

had two screens for his ‘Glide; the huge one for touring in
comfort in dry weather).
It all depends on what you want , your riding position, and
your bike. A mate of mine had a GS BMW and no matter
what he did or spent he could not get away from an uncomfortable wind buffeting.
You may have the opinion that it isn’t a real bike if it has a
screen at all, but then again, it is all down to your own
choice.
Email me if you have any questions or constructive comments

Brian Roche
safety@avhog.co.uk

Some riders have a small screen fitted and enjoy all weather
conditions, in some cases fitting a black screen to achieve a
visual impact to the look of the bike.

PS - I have a large number of these stickers (see
below) for distribution.

Road Captain Wayne Clamp goes for the trendy small
screen set up, adding a bit of individual style rather than
over protection.

Leeds City Council recently ran a campaign to
lower incidents of accidents caused by Diesel spillage.

Ian McNeill, he of the huge Electra Glide screen, now goes
for looking over the top of the screen on his Fat Boy (he

Please collect stickers from me and arrange to
stick on any HGV diesel pumps in your area.
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Touring in France 2008, by Morgan Gustafsson

A

fter some debating through the winter months
Simon and I decided to tour the coast of France.
Simon enjoys doing all the planning and bookings
so I leave the details to him.

A new waterproof SatNav was going to take us to all the
places we were going to stay. Since the French postcodes
are not as precise some of the destinations had been programmed using Google co-ordinates. It all worked very
well, at times it surprised us by choosing what felt like a
detour but there was always a reason, accident on the road
or it was a shortcut. When you are riding behind not knowing what the equipment says the thought often goes through
your mind; what’s he doing now?
We decided to catch the ferry from Plymouth to Santander,
ride along the Northern coast of Spain into France.
The ride to the ferry journey is a bit longer but it is well
made up by being much nicer and quicker than the Portsmouth ditto. We have been on the latter a few times and
never really enjoyed the sailing, it is a worn out boat not
suitable for the route.
Rather than go to Plymouth in one day we met up at Corley
services on the M6, rode to the Cotswolds and stayed the
Churchill Arms, a sort of gastro pub in Paxford. An idyllic
place, loads of greenery, picturesque buildings and sheep in
the field.

Morgan Gustafsson
The rooms were fine although my sink was for 4’ tall people. We ate and drank very well, but woke up in the night
with a sudden sugar craving and had to raid the chocolate
covered raisin and peanut jar.
Whilst there we discussed and admired the alterations to
our bikes since previous year. We were both mightily impressed. So seemed some of the villagers inclusive of the
pub cat that sat looking for ages.
On the Sunday 8th of June we set off to Plymouth. It was
sunshine all the way and to get to the port we had to ride
right through the town, a bit surprising but not a problem.
Boarding went well, there were loads of bikes on the ferry.
We had a cabin with balcony, a bit more expensive than the
standard but very nice to sit out in the sun with a drink, a
book and watch the goings on. Later it is less to see; the sea
doesn’t do anything. But the food was fine and loads of it.
The entertainment was as on all ferry boats just rubbish so
we went to bed early. Freddy Mercury would rotate like
turbine if he knew how badly he was imitated.
The crew was largely French, which was a bit surprising
since the travellers are mainly British and the destination
was Spain. However it made all the announcements amusing and very ‘Allo ‘Allo. When they announced that people
with “doegs” could pick them up in the kennel I thought of
Peter Sellers.

It’s a Tough Life on the Ocean Waves!

(Continued on page 12)
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Touring in France (continued)
(Continued from page 11)

M

onday, up early having breakfast on the balcony
in the sun. Grey weather later and rain as we
debark. Rain suit on and away along the Spanish
North coast.

The electronic guide sent us off the motorway for a while,
onto the old coast road, quite nice interesting places to see
but you need a lot of time and our destination was just over
the border into France.
Stopped at a bar for coffee and had the most beautiful olives, Simon gorged on a manchego cheese and anchovies
mix maybe these delicacies were programmed in the navigation system.
When we came close to border there was a five-mile queue
of lorries in the inner lane of the motorway. We had
reached the fuel protestors. To a great cheer from the 50
or so lorry drivers I picked up a leaflet and we went through
the border control.
We had been riding in the dry for a while and Simon had
taken the rain clothes off I hadn’t, the realist won over the
optimist, it started raining again.
We arrived at Hossegor and checked into Les Hortensias du
Lac. A pretentious but very nice B&B situated on a lake
with the sea very close by. The rooms overlooked the lake
and the lounge with loads of white furniture and a selfplaying piano for breakfast entertainment. We took a taxi to
Cap Breton a seaside resort seemingly not fully up and going for the season. Food nothing special, our fault, should
have known that the French would be no good at Texmex.

T

uesday, going to stay with a friend that lives in a
Chateau near Perigueux a bit inland. A very boring
almost sleep inducing ride on the motorway with
nothing to see at all to begin with, just flat with some pine
forest. Cold and rain didn’t help.

When we turned east at Bordeaux the scenery started and
the sun came out. Stopped at a dodgy looking café for a
sandwich, wonderful, all fresh ingredients. It was totally
opposite to pre packed where what should be dry is wet and
vice versa. Never judge a place by the exterior?
Arrived safely had a beer and unpacked. Later went for a
tour of the house and outbuildings including the chapel that
had the priest’s regalia waiting.
Two huge mongrel dogs, as in big and fat, completed the
picture of country living in France. All very nice but I am
not sure I could cope with having a home as big as that, nor
all the outbuildings and land.

When I said so to my friend he just looked at me and said, “I
lived in a 2 bedroom flat in Hong Kong for 18 years”.
Our host likes old prestigious cars, which we both marvelled about. Later on when going for dinner we were
taken in a classic old Rolls Royce through the rolling countryside.
We ate by the Dordogne, a lovely setting where river split
into two flows. Gorgeous food from a small menu flushed
down with fine wine. Slept in a room big enough to sleep
10.

W

ednesday, breakfast and away. Not far to go
today only to Ile de Re, an island off the Atlantic coast close to La Rochelle.

Nice riding all day, another tiptop sandwich lunch. There
were signs for St Emilion, Chateauneuf etc all along the
road.
We rode on a mixture of all kinds of roads but mostly rural
through towns and villages. It is understandable that so
many Brits want to live there.
(Continued on page 13)
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It is also understandable why they had a revolution all those
years ago. There are Chateaus and Manors all over the
place. Pre the uprising the wealth distribution must have
resembled India of today. Not a speed bump all day!
A pay bridge over to the island. It is family holiday orientated place with masses of small stone chalets.

homesick the Norfolk boy he is. We saw salt beds in various
stages of readiness for harvesting. Spent the day trying to
out run the rain.
The hotel is a family holiday place, quiet but nice. The
rooms are small but adequate and there is a door straight
out to the pool area where we spent some time baking in
the sun.
Had a new t-shirt on today, it didn’t half create some belly
button fluff. If that had been at home Lindsay would have
freaked at the sight of it.
Managed to order four a course dinner, I need to get much
better at the French language. Simon had to help out with
all the grub. All very pleasant and no doubt all from fresh
ingredients. The local salt is not over refined and consequently a bit beige but as pleasant as salt can be.

F
Hotel accommodation was mainly excellent
We stayed in l’Hotel Ocean. No parking so we had to leave
the bikes in a street parking. Had a relaxing time by the
pool, a little sleep and then time to eat.
We had dinner outside under the cover of sails, fantastic
atmosphere. The seafood, fish and the wine were gorgeous.
Too much fresh air and a bit of wine made for early to bed.
The rooms were rustic/basic but clean with en-suite, I had
a wet room, everything got wet when you had a shower.

T

hursday, the bikes were absolutely fine after a night
on the roadside. We have an even shorter trip today, only 103 miles.

Simon has problems with petrol coming out of the cap so
we visited HD in La Rochelle to have it fixed, new vent
pipe. It was a nice new looking dealership. Not many bikes
but plenty of clothing and accessories.
An hour later Simon found out it hadn’t worked so the pop
up cap is coming off and the standard one goes on when he
gets home.
Our destination is Ile de Noirmoutier and Hotel Fleur de
Sel. There is a Belle Ile just further up north on the coast,
no doubt different the Leeds one.
Not as interesting scenery today, quite flat with dykes and
reeds, almost thought Simon had planned this in case he was

riday, a bit of a slog today, 280 miles, 80% of it on
motorway. The rain returned but when we approached the next port of call it was sunny.

We are staying in Hotel l’Ecrin in the town of Honfleur
near Le Havre. Simon had stayed before some four years
ago and was under the illusion that our quarters were not
there then. Mine certainly had been there for I think thirtyfour years judging by the décor.
A pillow like a giant draught
excluder, the electrical
socket hanging off the wall,
flower patterns on everything and a roller shutter at
the door, still it was somehow charming.
We spent some time by the
heated pool before venturing
out in town.

The Wallpaper!

Again we ate well but not cheaply in a Michelin recommended restaurant. I think I have had my year’s ration of
goose liver pate on this trip.
Honfleur has a nice marina with eating places and café’s in
abundance, the liveliest place we stayed in on this trip. Well
worth a visit for a few days.
When trying to read in bed I had to give in after one page,
the bright flowers and leaves on the walls curtains and
whatever else made it impossible, lights out.

S

aturday, not far to go today so we went down to the
harbour area for a walkabout and coffee.
There was a market where they sold mostly things
(Continued on page 14)
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that you don’t want apart from all the delicacies in the food
stalls. I suppose you have understood my philosophy by
now, if I can’t eat it or drink it I am not interested.
Anybody wanting various vicious looking knives, knuckledusters or replica guns would have been in heaven. It makes
you think, what is the point of banning things like that in
England when they are freely available from the brothers
over the channel.
Converse must have unloaded a couple of containers with
shoes.
When I went to pay for our stay I was ushered into a room
and met the owner who wrote the bill out by hand. It felt as
if I had been transferred into a Poirot episode both the décor and the man fitted.
We were now ready to set off for our last stay, Chateau
Remaisnil about an hour and a bit south from Calais.
We passed some impressive bridges over Le Havre canal
and where the Seine meets the sea. We arrived without
much problem, some very narrow country roads the last
bit. We stayed there a couple of years ago and Simon thinks
it is fabulous. It used to be Laura Ashley’s hideaway in the
early eighties and has not changed since it was sold 1985. It
is now Irish/American family owned.
I think it wants repairing and renovating. There is nothing
wrong with old and worn things but disrepair is different.
The tennis court was useless and the pool uninviting. It is a
typical French Chateau, very wide frontage but only one
room deep.
Dinner is four course and quaint; you eat what you are
given. The atmosphere is very pleasant and all guests are
talking together. The man that serves you also does some
cooking and takes the money for the stay too. He is one of
those that you think there are two of.

S

unday, the holiday is almost over, just when I have
got used to moving every day and feel that I could do
so all the time. We travel about 130 miles to Calais in
a mixture of rain and sun.
We had agreed to stop for petrol just before the Calais but
aborted, there was about 200 1% bikers trying to fill up,
also a fair few gendarmes present.

We had booked to go on the Channel train; I had never
used it before but now have only good to say about it. It
was quick, easy and no waiting before or after.
British immigration as you boarded the train. No strapping,

There is a petrol station just as you get off the train and it
drops you a few miles north of Dover.
The ride back to Yorkshire was uneventful, mainly fill up,
ride, and repeat with a porkpie and drink to stave of the
worst of the hunger.
I have always thought that sports bike riders sit like a constipated frog. The continental sports bike riders additionally
have their little gesture to show how inferior they think
Harley riders are by sticking a leg/foot out.
I now know what it is; they have wind, and sitting like that
puts pressure on the gastric system and they are letting
some off as they pass, hence they lift their leg. So if you
experience their little trick you now know why they do it
and it is nothing to worry about.
If you are interested in the places we stayed in they can be
found in Alastair Sawday’s book on places to stay in France
and www.chateauxhotels.com.
They are not dirt-cheap but if you are prepared to share a
room it is not bad.
We did to a degree gorge ourselves on food and drink,
there is nothing new about that.
Morgan Gustafsson
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Undertaken by Garry & Hazel Blythe, Steve Murgatroyd & Jo McPherson, Dave and Pam Carrins
(the honeymooners)
Written by Hazel Blythe
Although the 2008 HOG European Rally was in September
2008, our adventure actually began in September 2007
when they announced the date of the 17th European Harley
Rally at Lake Garda. It began here because it was when the
idea was first muted about a big European adventure.
Steve and Garry got very excited about the prospect. Having only ever gone as far as Killarney for the 15th European
Rally and I thought that was too far, I was not enthralled
with the thought of a journey of over 2,000 miles there and
back. Plus the idea of the adventure was to take two weeks
– well there was going to be no way I could get someone to
have the children for two weeks, so that would settle that.
Jo also said no way as she had it planned to go to Thailand in
2008 and she was definitely going to be out of the country
by mid September and this would not suit. That meant in
my mind that we would not be going.

We receive email confirmation of all the hotels so it can’t
have been too boozy a night. The itinery is updated to include hotels and then posted by Steve on the Aire Valley
Website and in the Aire Valley times in case anyone else
wants to join us.
By this time we are about 3 months from departure. The
rest of the planned get togethers are left just to look forward to the journey. In the middle of organising all of this,
well on 14 February 2007 to be precise Dave proposes to
Pam (she says yes) and they set the wedding day for 6 September, and they plan to use the big adventure as their honeymoon. So Jo, Steve, Garry and I are going on their honeymoon also.
September 2008 meet comes and we are busy planning not
the road trip but the wedding escort and how we are getting
to the wedding. On 6 September the weather is wonderful,
Pam looks great and a good day was had by all. Steve and
Garry joke with Dave about having a word with him upstairs about keeping the weather well for our trip.

Things had changed by the October Aire Valley meeting.
Jo comes in with folder in hand saying that she has been
persuaded by Steve to go! My trump card is still the children – surely my mother will never agree, but I should have
realised that although I can’t get anywhere with my mum
she seems never to say no to Garry!

Running up to the great trip the only worry I had was packing, how on earth do I get 2 weeks of clothes into a small
bag on the back of the bike! I usually go with a big suitcase
and I have to share this little bag with Garry. Also I wanted
to take a travel kettle for cups of tea but have been told no
as there will be no room.

That’s it then decided, were going. Jo, Steve, Garry and I
meet in a pub in Leeds to agree tactics and it seems that I
am tasked with booking the campsite. We look at a general
route also and rough dates for travel and staying over at
Lake Garda. We have to confirm the campsite (well the
mobile home on the campsite) before we can do anything
else. We have decided to stay 5 nights, arriving on the rally
start date but staying two days extra to take in initially Milan and Venice.

19 September 2008
Finally the day has arrived. Packing is done and not too bad
and also I get to pack t
he travel kettle.
We are off to the ferry mid afternoon, setting off from our
house in York.

I go away to try and book the campsite and eventually after
much waiting manage to do so. At the Harley meet after I
get confirmation someone stands up and says has anyone
managed to get in as they have been told it’s full! Phew it
seems we were very lucky.
The plan is (and we stick to it mostly) to leave England on
19 September by Ferry and to take our time going down
France and into Italy before 25 September, then return via
Austria and Germany back in England on 4 October. Some
of our first attempts at booking hotels separately go astray
so we finally finalise all hotels one night in Steve and Jo’s
back garden over a few bottles of wine (God knows what
we have booked!).

We make not bad time getting to the ferry considering the
(Continued on page 16)
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signs for the ferry terminal in Hull seem to take you via
Blackpool (I am sure there is a quicker route). The comment made by all was that the last 2 miles were the longest
ever.
The ferry crossing is very calm luckily, but not much sleep
was had in the small cabins due to the movement of the
boat.
Saturday 20 September
We have decided to get out of Belgium by using the motorways; we are in the lead with the sat nav borrowed from the
in laws. We are going around Bruges when the sat nav decides to pack in on us on a busy motorway, we have to signal for Dave to take the lead with his sat nav but it’s not the
best place to slow down with a ten ton lorry up your arse.
Dave takes over.
We find the hotel in Troyes and a warm shower is required
straight off for me. Steve, Pam and Dave go for a drink, but
at 8.00 our rendezvous time, Steve, Jo, Garry and I are
waiting for Mr & Mrs Carrins to arrive. They arrive at
8.10. We go into Troyes for a meal and have an Italian of
all things, but have pudding at a creppery.
A good night’s sleep was required after quite a few miles
put on the clock.
Sunday 21 September
The travel kettle was unpacked and a few cups of tea were
had before breakfast – Garry is admitting that it was a good
idea. Everyone met up for Breakfast, it had been our intention to visit the Troyes dealership, however the hotelier
informed us that it being Sunday it would be closed.
We hit the road again about 9.30 am. We have another
long day ahead of us to Annecy. We have decided that we
would avoid motorways if possible today to see a bit more
of the countryside. It was very cold leaving Troyes and we
were all very cold on the back of the bikes. The sat navs
were not happy with the route we were taking and kept
directing us to motorways.
Garry stopped in a lay-by only ½ hour after setting off to
sort out sat nav (really it was just and excuse to have a pee
break, all the men went behind the bush), I was glad of the
stop it allowed us to put more layers of clothes on.

We set off again, this time with Dave and Pam in the lead as
we had decided that the sat nav we had was useless. Lunch
was in a lovely rustic café on the edge of Dijon. The poor
proprietor was a bit overwhelmed with 6 English bikers
turning up, but was very good with us. 2 hot coffees each
(or a hot chocolate in Jo’s case) and pizza’s (yes again) later
were on the road again.
After Dijon we went down some lovely roads with beautiful
view to get to Annecy – nice and bendy for the bikes also.
We saw and heard cows with bells and Garry and Steve
were taken with a lovely golf course. The views were spectacular in parts but it was also cold. We arrived in Annecy
around 6 pm. We found the hotel quickly which was on the
lake just outside of Annecy.
The shower was piping hot and most welcome I am sure
someone promised me it would be warm but we kept getting told that it was unseasonably cold for this time of year
– you don’t say! It’s alright going up Mountains for spectacular views but it is very cold.
A meal was had in the hotel that night. What a commotion
we caused. The waiter had a good sense of humour and
made everyone order their meals in French. A couple of
bottle of wines later everyone went to bed tired after another long but great day (Yes I am beginning to warm to
this big adventure).
Monday 22 September
It was arranged to meet for breakfast at 9 as we were having
an easy day today, as the distance between Annecy and our
next stop Chamonix was not far. As we only had a short
journey today we decided to have an explore of Annecy and
go to the dealership before heading to Chamonix. Annecy
is lovely and the sun actually came out. We had a walk
around the lake and a coffee in a little café sat in the sun, we
met some other Harley owners this time from Bristol. It’s
funny but it seems every day we keep bumping into other
(Continued on page 17)
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Harley owners they must be going somewhere. Just as we
were planning to go the ice-cream shop opened and we had
to have one, the choice was enormous (over 99 flavours!).
We set off for the dealership but unfortunately it’s closed!
Well that’s at least 6 T-shirt sales it missed out on.
We know we are going on mountain roads so we decide to
put all our layers on for the journey before setting off from
the dealership. As we are on the way out of Annecy we see
the guys from the Bristol chapter at the side of the road, we
have to stop for a red light anyway and they ask us if we
know where the dealership is. We tell them it is back the
other way but not to bother as it is closed. Well that seems
as if it could have been another 4 t-shirt sales they have
missed.
Were off on the correct route now and on to the mountain
passes. The views again are spectacular however it is cold.
.

shower. After trying to warm up we go out for a meal after
complaining about no hot water.
We eat in a traditional French restaurant and the lasting
memory is of Jo having French onion soup the size of a football and being extremely happy with her choice. Pam was
extremely happy to get salad with her lasagne, she has to
have her salad fix, and she had already been to the supermarket to get floret! The other memory of the meal which
gave us a good laugh was the debate over the colour of
Steve’s hair (he insists its black but we all know it’s predominately grey), he believes we are all colour blind. The
waiter when asked was being very diplomatic. Steve also
cracked a joke regarding bojoulais and the punch line of
‘that’s my bojoulais’ became a catch phrase of the holiday. I
was not feeling too great (probably because I was not
warm) so we did not stick around long.
Tuesday 23 September
We are not going anywhere today, but having an explore
around Chamonix but there are quite a few clouds on the
mountains and we are not sure if we would see anything by
going up to Agile de midi.
First of all we take the train up to the mer de glace. We
purchase tickets or should I say I do in my best French and
everyone else says same as her! The train journey is 15 -20
minutes and Steve is not keen on heights so sits on the side
of the mountain so he does not have to look down.
Once at the Mer de glace we walk down rather than take
the cable car. It is a lovely walk and actually quite warm as
the sun is out and we actually start taking layers off! Inside
the Mer de glace there are ice carvings and a dog (St Bernard of course) to have your picture taken with. We walk
back up the 300 steps to the cable car and Steve braves the
short ride up in the cable car.
We grab lunch in the café before getting the train back, just
in case everything is closed! The luge is still closed which is
a disappointment to us. Once back down we go towards
the cable car for the Agile de midi. After Garry going back
to get his glasses and Dave following for his binoculars we
set of in the cable car, which Steve is very brave in tackling.
Up at the top it is -7C (and I was hoping not to be cold today). After getting back from the mountain we have a celebratory drink bought with the refundable deposits on our
credit card tickets.

We arrived about 4pm and had a walk around Chamonix,
we wanted to have a go on the luge as Garry and I had raved
about it but it was closed so we ended up having a drink
instead. The only problem with the hotel is the shower is
freezing and I am not happy as I desperately need a warm

After our adventures its back to the hotel for showers and a
game of pool. A challenge goes on and every couple win a
game so it’s a draw. Jo, Steve, Pam and Dave go for a
meal, we have decided to have a meal on our own to cele(Continued on page 18)
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brate our anniversary early.
Wednesday 24 September.
We meet Pam and Jo in the dining room for breakfast and
they have set a table up for everyone and already go the eggs
on! We set off about 9.30 am. Garry has devised another
route over the alps via St Bernard’s pass into Switzerland.
We had been told by several bikers not to go into Switzerland as they don’t like loud pipes, however a guy we met in
the hotel who lives in Switzerland said it was not true so we
have decided to risk it. All the layers go on ready for the
cold and it is cold.

We set off down the motorway to Alessandria. Dave takes
a right turn which is away from Alessandria and we wonder
if Sat Nav is taking us the wrong way. 20 miles later we are
starting to get worried. However soon we turn off the
main road and when we think we must be near the hotel we
hit a no entry sign. To cut a very long story short, we (the
ladies) end up investigating where the road goes and it leads
back to the main road because a wrong turning was taken,
as we get back to the bikes and find the men talking to the
locals to try and get directions. It ends up with a member
of the family getting in their car and us following them to
the hotel.
When we turned off in Alessandria, I joked to Garry that I
think Jo has booked us in a spa retreat as it turns out she
had. We are in the hotel valentino in Aqua Therme, a mineral spa town! As we arrive we frighten off the locals playing boules. We decide to eat in a restaurant in Aqua
Therme.

We are so glad we took the risk as the views were more
spectacular than we have already seen and still the best view
is at the top of the pass near the Italian border where there
is a lake. We have a short stop before this at the bottom of
the pass and have photos taken here. We also stop for a pee
break just at the bottom of grand St Bernard’s pass (please
note I did not go in the bushes!). At the top of the pass
there was snow! We stop here for a coffee and it seems it
is a very popular spot to stop at. We get back on the bikes
and at the time we did not know we were so near the Italian
border but we nearly sail through it until a guard steps up
and stops us. We actually have to produce our passports,
how they actually determined it was, us under all our layers
of clothing and with helmets on, I don’t know. We are
waved through though.

The waiter does look at us unsure, but accepts us. Pam and
Dave came out without any money with them as they were
just expecting a walk, we say we’ll sort it out and charge
interest! We were given the menu and are not convinced
the prices are right either that or the pizzas will be very
small because they are only E4.50. A litre of house wine is
E7. We order starters, Pizza’s and lots of wine. When
ordering a top up of the wine the waiter pulls out this enormous bottle and we insist that he leaves it with Pam (he
doesn’t). We toast the meal and Dave toasts a free meal
and I am sure the waiter starts to worry! The bill comes to
E77. We can’t believe how cheap for 6 people who have 2
courses of food and lots of wine.
Thursday 25 September
We are going motorways all the way to Lake Garda so that
we get there mid afternoon. The motorways are very busy
with lots of Harley’s. Every time we stop for petrol or a
(Continued on page 19)
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drink we meet other Harley owners to chat to. We finally
arrive at Lake Garda at about 1.30. It is very busy already
with bikes. We get tagged and find out that the Aire Valley
volunteers are due on at 3.00. We check into the campsite
and get the key for the mobile home. Its compact but will
serve us for the duration.
The downside is the towels supplied are paper and the
sheets are also! I had emailed the campsite to check this
before we came but were assured we would have towels.
We will have to buy some. We are informed D & P have
got the drinks in, so we quickly change (shorts!) and go for
a beer. However when we get to D & P we found that they
said we were so long they have drunk our drinks! We got
more. We sat near the where the bikes are tagged and
watched all the bikes come in.
That night we have a BBQ, it’s just cooked and the first rain
of the holiday comes, so we eat inside. Once cleared away
we go to see the bands on the main stage. Whilst stood
watching the bands we met the guys from the Birmingham
chapter who we meet in a motorway service station some
days ago. We also bump into Dave and Margaret Sheard and
Dave and Pam turn up also.
We watch the bands until about 11.15 until I have had
enough of standing and decide its time for bed. It was very
cold in the night; the blankets in the caravan are not much
good either!
Friday 26 September
It’s a lovely day and also Garry and mine 16th Wedding Anniversary. Cards are exchanged (no gifts as we could not
possibly fit them in the T-bag as space is a premium!). We
have the compulsory morning cup of tea (Jo will say morning, mid morning, mid mid morning, lunch, afternoon, mid
afternoon etc etc teas) and go for a shower taking along the
paper towels. It is concluded that the paper towels are
useless and that it is definitely a requirement to purchase
towels.
After wondering around the rally site we decide to do a self
-guided tour around Lake Garda. D & P have joined us by
this stage and we set off. It’s a warm day and most of ware
just our t-shirts. We stop for lunch not long down the road
as it is getting on in time and with our experiences in France
we don’t want to miss out again!
As seems to be the theme through the whole holiday we see
some spectacular views of the lake. There were also lots of
tunnels and it did get cold going through them out of the
sunshine, but not as bad as the Alps – this time just fleece

It’s another BBQ that night but D & P join us. After the
meal the girls are tired and not interested in going to see the
bands as we can hear them from the caravan, so the men go
with beers and whiskey. They arrive back at 11.30 and it’s
off to bed.
Saturday 27 September
It is parade day and of course we are going in the parade.
At 10.15 Steve and Garry go and line the bikes up for the
parade, whilst Jo and I sign up for the poker run. We meet
the guys up at the start; there are hundreds of bikes assembled in a dusty field.
At 11 on the dot it’s the off. The route is long and for a
while everything is great we see some of the bikes doubling
back after going down to old Sermioni. There are lots of
people on the side of the road along with bikes also. As we
are coming back past the site and through the other side it
seems as if we are just left to it and also we have to negotiate with all the traffic.
When we finally get back to the site after sitting in traffic
queues for what seems to be hours, we find that it is impossible to get in so the bikes are left near the garden centre. .
In order to do the poker run we have to be gone by 1.30.
Time to set off and stop by D & P’s hotel to pick up the sat
nav, which after trying to navigate by map we switch to the
Sat Nav..
After getting our cards (none of us are going to win!), we
head back for the campsite. We have decided tonight to eat
(Continued on page 20)
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in the campsite restaurant at 7 so that we can see the closing
ceremony. D & P decide they will eat on their own.
By the time we get back to the campsite there is only
enough time for a quick change and we set off for the restaurant. We have a nice meal, wine and pudding. During
the meal a guy from the Rhone Valley Chapter gets chatting
to us and we have photos of the Aire valley and Rhone Valley chapter badges.

and get it over and done with and end up losing D& P. We
are all looking out for taxis, and Steve walks down the road
so he can get one. Eventually one comes along and Steve
jumps up and down in the road to flag it down and I wave
my shoes! He stops and we are relieved
We get back to the campsite at 10.30 and the leaving party
by the English chapters is still in full swing but we are all
tired that we give it a miss.
Monday 29 September 2008
D & P had informed us the night before that they would not
be joining us to go to Venice. We are off at 10 am because
it is some time away. We start off avoiding the toll roads
but it is taking so long we end up changing over to the tolls
to get us there much quicker.
We get to the main parking place before the alleyways and
river ways of Venice and try to find somewhere to park the
bikes. The entire on street bike parking bays are cram bam
full of mopeds. We try two big parking lots and they only
have parking for more than 24 hours and charge E50. Finally we find a little place that is just E1.50 per hour and
they will take bikes.
Steve and Jo have been to Venice before and therefore act as
our tour guides.

When we get to the stage, we have missed most of the
speeches and there were no fireworks. The band from Latvia were rubbish so it does not bode well for next year.
The next band was a tribute to Queen and they were very
good.

We take the toll roads all the way back and end up in the
old town for another ice cream and to wonder around a bit
in day light. We agree to meet D & P at around 8ish for a
meal at their hotel when we have put our washing on and
managed to get it in the tumble dryer so we have clean
clothes for the trip home. We walk to their hotel (not that
we haven’t walked enough over the last few days!).

Sunday 28 September

Tuesday 30 September

We had agreed that as it was Sunday, we would have a lazy
morning. We get up around 9. Off we set for Verona. Jo
becomes the tour guide.

It’s the day we leave the campsite. I go for a cold shower as
they seem to have turned off the hot water to the showers.
I get the drying for everyone whilst I am there and we all
finish off packing.

Once back at the campsite. We decide to walk into the old
town for a meal. It seems that we walk for miles and it is
because we left the campsite at 6.30 and get there at 8! D
& P were going to join us but say they can’t get a taxi, so
we go find a restaurant (after resting on the moat walls),
next we hear they have managed to get a taxi and are on the
way.
After the meal D & P informed us that we could get a taxi
outside the walls of the town but as we go out we don’t find
any and the taxi rank number is no good. So we go walking
again!
My feet are killing me as I have worn the wrong shoes and I
end up walking without shoes. We walk very quickly to try

We get to D& P hotel for breakfast at 7.55 and Dave is
ready putting his bag on the bike. We set off at 8.50. We
have decided to start on the motorways before going over
the mountains (so all layers on). We are on the motorway
for about 1 hr 30 mins and as we go through the toll Garry
pulls to the side so that he can go behind the bush for a pee,
so all the men follow suit. There is no where for the ladies
to go so it is agreed to stop as soon as possible.
As we go through the first village we spot a little café/
restaurant and stop in the car park. I don’t understand why
Jo and Pam decide to go behind the bushes in the car park
(Continued on page 21)
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for a pee as I suggest going for a drink in the café and then
realise that they had thought it was closed. I go to the loo in
the restaurant. After a drink stop and before setting off
again we decide that we need more layers on as it is getting
cold and we are about to go up the mountain passes.
Again the views become spectacular and photos are taken
along the way. We get to the hotel which is outside of Innsbruck and it is a lovely chalet looking hotel.
We decide to catch the bus into Innsbruck to see what is in
the city. We get on the bus and order our tickets and we
are all feeling proud of ourselves getting it all right. We are
watching the stops to ensure we get off at the Banhoft
(station), when the driver and a passenger point out to us
that we need to get off as we are there!
We start walking to the old town and Garry is directing us.
We end up in a bar area of a restaurant and order a drink
whilst we decide if we are going to eat here. Steve and Pam
fancy a curry so ask the bar staff if there is one near by,
there is and we are directed to it, so off we go for a curry.
Wednesday 1 October 2008
It’s raining, the first of the holiday, but it’s not too bad, but
have to ensure that we have all our wet items on. We have
breakfast and plan our route
As planned Dave leads us up to Garmish Parternkirken and
stops as planned. We decide to go for a coffee and find a
lovely coffee shop that does the most wonderful cakes (we
have passed into Germany) so we order some cakes or apple
strudel. Once fed and watered we head off with Garry in
the lead. We go over a lovely bridge on a lake and end up
nearly getting blown off as the wind suddenly gets up and
sidelines us all. We go on for a bit and the roads turn into
just duel carriageways and it gets a bit boring.
We pull up down the road for the men to pee again! and a
decision is made to go on the motorways. Dave takes the
lead with the Sat Nav.
We get to outside of Heidelberg and our hotel and head to
the door of the hotel and it’s not open and actually looks
closed. We ask someone near by if there is another entrance and they say it’s closed down (oh no this is the hotel
we booked). I didn’t panic and decided to walk around and
found the correct entrance and the hotel is open.
We are going into Heidelberg for a meal and go and catch
the tram. The meal is very nice and afterwards we decide
to head back to the hotel. Steve however has decided that
he wants a night on the town so we bid him farewell and

head back to the tram stop. We get back to the hotel without any incidents and go off to bed.
Thursday 2 October 2008
Whilst Steve was packing up his bike he was stopped by a
German man who spoke very good English and said that he
was so pleased to see an English bike in Germany. Steve
pointed out to him that Harley’s are American, but the man
said that it was good to see a left handed drive motorcycle!
We had a good laugh about this.
We left after having breakfast about 9.45. We go by motorway and it was dry as we set off but started spitting with
rain about ¾ of an hour into the ride. We pull in to a layby so everyone can put wets on. Garry again goes for a pee
in the bushes, however at least he is considerate to go in the
bushes as there are some Germans in the lay-by who don’t
care and just stand in full view.
We go off again and about 12 we stop for petrol and a coffee at services, which turns into coffee and a cake. Everyone is chilly and very cold (but unusually for me I’m not so
bad). We arrive at our next destination Aachen about 2.30
pm. We all agree to have sometime to ourselves and will
only meet up again at 7.30pm for a meal. Garry and I
dump our bags and go for a look around Aachen and some
lunch – we end up in McDonalds! We decide to follow the
tourist map and look around the entire tourist attractions
including the cathedral, market place and something that we
assumed was a palace but ends up being the headquarters of
the railway! I insist on buying some ginger bread biscuits
and other things to take home.
7.30 pm we all meet downstairs in the bar and have a drink
before going out. We decide to go and try a BBQ place that
we have seen, followed by Thai if not there and then Spanish. We end up at the Spanish restaurant because the other
two are full.
Friday 3 October 2008
Well our last day abroad as we are heading for the ferry
today. We meet for breakfast at 9.30 as it was agreed that
we can slow morning and find the Harley dealership and
then head for the ferry as we don’t need to check in until
17.00.
We all have breakfast and Jo and I go shopping as we are not
setting off until about 11.00 to find the dealership. Dave
has set the Sat Nav and we end up getting lost or the dealership is not actually where the Sat Nav has the postcode because we end up in a lay-by by a church. Steve’s clutch is
playing up and Dave fixes it for him.
(Continued on page 22)
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The Great Harley European Adventure 2008 (Cont’d)
(Continued from page 21)

We decide to go for a dealership in Dendemonde in Belgium on our way to the ferry, so Dave puts this in the Sat
Nav. We get to the dealership in Dendemonde at about
2.30pm. We have to leave here at 3 pm to ensure that we
hit the ferry at the correct time. After T-shirts have been
brought and free coffee consumed we set off. It had rained
in the dealership so we decide that it’s best to ensure that
we have all our wet clothes on.

Saturday 4 October
The ferry docks late after breakfast we head down for the
car deck. Once allowed on the car deck we say our goodbyes as we are all going straight home.
We have all had a marvellous time and have agreed route 66
is the next great adventure.

Well what can I say about the rest of the journey to the
ferry – Garry says SHIT is a good word, I say it’s HELL.
We set off in a drizzle of rain which then continues in to
rain, rain, rain and more rain. We think we are doing well
as it’s not so bad and then the Sat Nav decides that it has to
take us through Ghent, which was unnecessary as we ended
up going through the centre down wet cobbley streets and
then eventually end on the road we were on before.
The rain just seems to get even worse; we are wet and very
cold. It has been agreed that we need to go slow as the
roads are dangerous with all the rain spray etc. We get to
the slip road to go off to Zeebrugge and a lorry goes past
and sprays what feels like 50 gallons of water over all of us
(well we can’t get any wetter). It seems to take ages along
this road and time is now ticking away, we all start to feel
that we will not get to the ferry (at this point I don’t care as
long as I get a hotel to dry off in). Just as we think it can’t
possibly get any worse it does.
It starts to hailstone; my legs are still recovering from the
bruising that I got from that storm. The hailstones hit us
hard and the storm seems to go on for an hour. When that
stops the lightning and thunder starts. If we ever survive
this journey it will be a miracle. It of course has continued
to rain the whole time so we are like drowned rats. I honestly thought this journey would never end. We get to the
ferry terminal and its 6 pm a whole hour after we should
have checked in. I think by the look of us they took pity on
us and allowed us on, or it could have been the murderous
look in our faces (because if they did not let us on I think
murder would have been committed)
We are relieved to be on the ferry and park the bikes up
and secure them. Everyone is off to have a shower and hang
clothes up to dry. Our cabin looks like a laundry room.
The ferry crossing was very bad and Jo and I were unwell.

Editors Note:
If you’re interested in Route 66 there is an event on 27th
February—The Route 66 Show at Northwich Memorial
Hall Cheshire - we have an invite from the Hatters to join
them - tickets £12.50 special price:www.theshowproviders.com
..for further details
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Ladies of Harley News

WEDNESDAY 11TH MARCH @
19:00
AIRE VALLEY LADIES OF HARLEY

DRINKS FOLLOWED BY DINNER
AT
WILLIAM & VICTORIA WINE BAR
COLD BATH ROAD; HARROGATE

William & Victoria is a family run restaurant and wine bar serving tradi‐
tional British food in the heart of Harrogate.
William & Victoria has developed a reputation for great food served in a
relaxed and unfussy style, using only the freshest ingredients sourced lo‐
cally whenever possible.
William & Victoria was the first wine bar to open in Harrogate. Over 30
years later it is still one of the most popular places to eat and drink.
The wine bar, with a fine stocked cellar, serves a range of traditional Brit‐
ish dishes in a friendly, relaxing environment.
The William & Victoria wine bar is famous for its generous portions of
old favourites like roasted pork with apple sauce and the crunchiest
crackling in Yorkshire and superb halibut steaks with hollandaise sauce.

CONTACT ALEX TO BOOK 07753 957 383 OR
alexlr@ntlworld.com
£10.00 DEPOSIT REQUIRED BY THURSDAY 5th MARCH
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William and Victoria, Sample Menu
STARTERS
DEEP FRIED BRIE WITH PORT & CRANBERRY - £4.95
WILLIAM & VICTORIA CHICKEN LIVER PATE
WITH TOMATO & APPLE CHUTNEY - £4.95
AVOCADO PEAR WITH PRAWNS - £4.95
HALF GALIA MELON WITH PRAWNS - £4.95
DEEP FRIED WHITEBAIT - £4.95
DEVILLED LAMB’S KIDNEYS - £4.95
PAN FRIED CHICKEN LIVERS IN A PINK PEPPERCORN SAUCE - £5.95
GAME TERRINE WITH CUMBERLAND SAUCE - £4.95
BUTTON MUSHROOMS WITH GARLIC BUTTER - £4.95
LOCALLY SMOKED SCOTTISH SALMON - £6.95
WARM CHICKEN LIVER SALAD - £4.95
DEEP FRIED SCAMPI WITH TARTARE SAUCE - £4.95
SPICED PRAWN COCKTAIL - £4.95
HOMEMADE SALMON FISHCAKES WITH TARTARE SAUCE - £4.95
MARINATED HERRING FILLETS WITH MUSTARD & DILL - £4.95
SPICY CHORIZO SAUSAGE WITH MASHED POTATO & ONION - £4.95
BEEF & VEGETABLE BROTH - £3.95
FRESH HOMEMADE CREAM SOUP OF THE DAY - £3.95
MAIN COURSES
ROASTED PORK WITH CRACKLING
AND APPLE SAUCE - £9.95
FRESH POACHED SALMON - £10.95
CHICKEN CASSEROLE WITH A CREAM TARRAGON SAUCE
AND PUFF PASTRY - £9.95
LAMB ROASTED WITH MINT & ROSEMARY - £10.95
BEEF COOKED IN RED WINE WITH HORSERADISH DUMPLINGS - £10.95
SLOW ROASTED HAM HOCK, BROAD BEANS & PARSLEY SAUCE - £10.95
CHICKEN TIKKA MASALA, CUCUMBER RAITA, POPPADOMS & RICE - £9.95
FRESH TUNA WITH LEMON AND GINGER DRESSING - £12.95
FRESH SWORDFISH WITH LEMON & CAPER DRESSING
OR CHILLI JAM - £12.95
FRESH SCOTTISH HALIBUT WITH HOLLANDAISE - £14.95
SEE BLACKBOARD FOR DAILY SPECIALS
SELECTION OF FRESH SEASONAL VEGETABLES
£1.25 EACH, £2.50 SELECTION
DESSERTS
HOMEMADE DESSERTS - £4.95
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Order you LoH Calendar!
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Sponsored by:
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FROM THE

T OWLER F AMILY

January 2009
Dear Members of Aire Valley HOG,
Ian's family would like to say a special 'THANKYOU' to all the friends who rode with
him on his last ride on 12th January 2009. It was a very emotional day and you all
helped make it easier for us by being there with us.
The turnout was marvellous he would have been so proud. The roar of your bikes was
like thunder to those waiting in church, most said they had never heard so many bikes
together before, but that sound will stay with many for a long time and when they think
of it they will think of Ian as so will we.
We realise lots of friends were unable to ride on that day but came some other way,
THANK YOU to you. Sorry if it took longer than expected at the crematorium we
missed our allotted time, but Ian sat on the top of the hill watching down over you as
sheriffs do.
If I did not get to see you personally afterwards I am sorry. A few of you wrote in his
book of remembrance, for those who didn't if you want to I can arrange for the book
to go to a meeting via Richard. These words will help us to remember him, we loved him
very much and miss him dearly.
Hope you all got back safely, I've no doubt Ian will still be riding by your sides helping
to keep you safe but he won't be the one with a yellow vest on!!!!
Take care and keep in touch, ride safe,
God bless
Lorraine, Jodi, Amy and Hayley.
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S MALL A DS /N EWS
TOO MANY
T-SHIRTS, PINS OR PATCHES??
Over the coming months I will be asking everyone to give/
donate any of the following items:♦

Any unwanted, unworn, nearly new rally/Harley/
bike T-shirts.

♦

Any unwanted rally or any other kind of bike pin.

♦

Any unwanted patches of any kind.

♦

Any other type of HD or bike memorabilia which
you think might sell.

These can be left at The Leeds Harley-Davidson shop or
brought to the club meetings. Everything that is donated
will be sold at the Ridings Rally in August (so there is
plenty of time) and the proceeds will go into the Club’s
charity fund.
If you take anything into the shop please see Brian Dod (in
Sales) and he will take them off your hands.
If you cannot make it to the shop or any of the meetings
please email me or call me so that alternative arrangements
can be made.
Email is Gordon@gmacfarlane.orangehome.co.uk Mobile
is 07812 040 661

Gordon Macfarlane
—————————————————

Chapter Challenge
H.O.G UK are running a challenge to see which Chapter
gains the most cumulative miles, which Chapter has the
greatest number of participants, which Chapter has the best
average mileage plus, the best individual Chapter member,
who travels the most miles
Visit www.avhog.co.uk do download an entry form
The Rules
All participating Chapter members must be H.O.G members and all participating Chapter members must appear on
the Chapter database listing on H.O.G.com.
Participating members must have starting mileage validated
at a H-D dealer, using the mileage programme form, by
15th February 2009, The list of participating members,
their H.O.G. membership number and copies of the vali-

dated mileage forms must be submitted to H.O.G. UK by
15th March 2009.
Participating members must have ending mileage validated
at a H-D dealer, using mileage programme form by 15th
November 2009, List of participating members, their
H.O.G. membership number and copies of the validated
mileage forms must be submitted to H.O.G. UK by 15th
December 2009.
The Prize
♦

Award plaques sponsored by: H-D Insurance Services and H.O.G. UK/Ireland

♦

£100 voucher to individual winner

Winners will be announced in Spring 2010 issue of HOGTales

—————————————————

NEW LEGAL ADVICE FORUM
Claire Williams (new member) who is a personal injury
specialist and deals with car and bike accident cases (see
www.avhog.co.uk HOME page) has kindly offered to
field questions on a dedicated forum.

—————————————————

Hotline
NOTE: The Hotline is not working at present; we will
announce when all is back to normal and if the phone number is still the same.

—————————————————

Dave and Carol’s Wedding
Carol (Miss March in the AVH Calendar) and I are getting
married on Sat 13 June at Saltaire United Reform
Church at the bottom of Victoria Road. We would like a
selection of bikes and riders to accompany us from the
church to the reception at the Cedar Court Hotel at the top
of the M606 in Bradford. Refreshments will be provided at
the hotel for all who turn up. We would also like the bikes
to turn up about 15 minutes before the ceremony to line
up either side of the church driveway as an "archway" for
Carol as she arrives.
At the moment, the wedding is booked for 2pm, but we
are going in this Sunday to try and bring it forward to 1pm.
I will confirm this on Sunday
Dave Malt
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See www.avhog.co.uk for more pictures
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P ICTURE G ALLERY

Photos from the Aire Valley Christmas Party
See www.avhog.co.uk for more pictures

Aire Valley Officers
HOG Chapter Number: 9695
Sponsoring dealer: Leeds Harley Davidson
Position

Name

Contact details (where appropriate)

Director

Rob Mitchelmore

director@avhog.co.uk

Assistant Director

Gary Grundy (Gazza)

a-d@avhog.co.uk

Treasurer

Mike Gaunt

treasurer@avhog.co.uk

Secretary

Sandra Gaunt

secretary@avhog.co.uk

Head Road Captain

Dave Farrand (Faz)

hrc@avhog.co.uk

Activities Officer

Mick Pierce

activities-officer@avhog.co.uk

AVT Editor

Ian McNeill (Mac)

editor@avhog.co.uk

Photographer

Eddie Clark (Bad Ed)

Photo-ed@avhog.co.uk

Photographer

Debbie Elliott

Photo-deb@avhog.co.uk

Membership Officers

Steve and Elaine Walker

membership@avhog.co.uk

Safety Officer

Brian Roche

safety@avhog.co.uk

Webmaster

John Elliott (Dr. John)

webmaster@avhog.co.uk

Ladies of Harley Rep

Alexandra Redfearn

loh@avhog.co.uk

Sponsoring Dealer

Brian Dod

Brian.D@leedsharley-davidson.co.uk

W ELCOME

A

TO

A LL O UR M EMBERS

We newly welcome:
Christian Fletcher
Phil Cook
Robert Lye
Declan Groves
John Stoddart
Gordon Brown
Reverend Graeme Dodds
Chapter Ride-outs are held on several Sundays throughout Malcolm & Margaret Russell
the biking season, as well as some mid-week rides. Keep
an eye on the web site at www.avhog.co.uk for details.
Current Membership for 2009 is 124 members and 36
associates which will no doubt increase as the biking season
approaches.
ire Valley HOG extends a warm welcome to all
new and existing Harley Davidson Owners who
have chosen to join the Harley Owners Group
(HOG). The Chapter meetings are held on the first
Wednesday of every month from February to November
each year at the Yarnbury Rugby Club, Horsforth, Leeds.
Meetings start around 7.30 PM for 8.00 PM.

Dewsbury
Leeds
Wakefield
Leeds
Bradford
York
Leeds
Barnsley

