
T his riding season we have clocked 
up 8000 miles, from the rainy 
back roads of Lincolnshire to the 

bright sunshine & golden beaches of Por-
tugal. 

Mechanically the twin cam motor of the 
Ultra hasn’t missed a beat or used much 
oil. After major cosmetic surgery in 
March/April following our accident our 
first try out was the Iron Horse Rally near 
sunny Skegness. We had good fun even if 
the weather was “bracing”. 

May saw Gill & I going the long way to 
Portugal for Monte Gordo. Glad we did 
go that way as well as Les & the other 
chapter members who went by sea got 
shipwrecked in the Bay of Biscay. Monte 
Gordo was a great beach party where we 
had the honour to fly the chapter flag in 
the big parade.  

When we went up into the mountains a 
man in a small café told us we had been 
the main item on the local TV station. 

Harley put on some good bands to enter-
tain the crowds. Amongst the interesting 
people we met were Andy & Kim from 
the Emirates Chapter. Andy is to organise 
a big Harley event in the UAE in 2008 so 
we hope to meet them again. 

We spent the next few weeks wandering 
the coast of Spain, coming back to the UK 
for Aire Valley’s events HOG on the 
Humber & the Odd Ball. Believe it or not 
riding in the rain is a change after the hot 
dry weather of Spain. Just don’t ask which 
we prefer. We found our true vocation at 
HOH- back marker. Now you know why 
I have 5 brake lights. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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T he roads have just 
been salted and 
gritted so that’s it 

for the year now as I put my 
pride and joy away until the 
Spring. It seems like only 
yesterday that I was dusting 
off the cobwebs and rattling 
house windows as I rode off 
on my trusty steed. 

The club has had a full cal-
endar this year with people 
attending rallies in Europe 
and the good ole USA. Next 
year should be as good if 
not better then this year and 
we start it with a party - 
spot on.  

There are a few changes for 
next year as Jonnie no bike 
will explain. 

I would like to thank every-
one for their contributions 
to the magazine as it is your 
support that has made it as 
good as it is.  

Well its time to pop down 
to Eddie’s and buy some 
more chrome. 

Don’t forget to keep your 
stories coming. 

Kevin Sharman 

 

Arizona Dreamin’ 

I  spent a week or so in 
Arizona on business a 
couple of weeks ago, 

and at this time of year it is 
just perfect weather in the 
South Western United 
States. I left Heathrow in 
streaming drizzle and 
around 8 degrees C, and 
swapped them for a brief 
interlude in what must be 
one of the best climates on 
the planet at this time of 
year, at least from the 
Biker’s point of view. 

The hot days of Summer 
(100 degrees plus) have 
passed, and Arizona is left 
with sunny days at 80 de-
grees or so, and wide open 
highways. I had to look on 
in envy at the bikers as I 
tooled along the highway 
from Phoenix to Tucson in 
my hired small sedan. 

The highway was populated 
by hundreds of HOG rid-
ers, in small and large 
groups, mostly with un-
helmeted hair streaming in 
the wind (Arizona has no 
State Law requiring crash 
helmets).  

Made me quite misty eyed 
for the days of my youth 
when Britain’s roads were 
similarly empty and helmets 
were not required. I imag-
ined the trips I had, and the 
fun we had, on my old 
Royal Enfield Bullet, de-
spite the fact that a full re-
pair kit to mend a succes-
sion of old crock bikes was 
an essential! 

Back to the UK and reality - 
the last Sunday in October 
was a beautiful dry, crisp 
day following, as often 

seems to happen, a dreadful 
Saturday. I was planning a 
weekend run-out on the 
Saturday to provide back-up 
support to a group of 
friends who were walking 
the Three Peaks 
(Pennyghent, Whernside 
and Ingleborough) through 
some of Yorkshire’s most 
stunning countryside. I had 
it all planned - a rendezvous 
on that wonderful bikers 
road between Hawes and 
Kirby Lonsdale by the Rib-
blesdale Viaduct with suste-
nance for the weary walkers 
before the last climb of 
their journey. Sadly their 

efforts, and mine, were 
thwarted by the weather 
and a stream normally 
crossed by stepping stones, 
but which had turned into a 
raging torrent, not to men-
tion that even I wasn’t daft 
enough to take the bike out 
on a day like that! 

I therefore had to find some 
other amusement for Satur-
day, but I was rewarded the 
following day when I took a 
friend for a ride out on my 
newly-polished machine, 
carefully avoiding the odd 
puddle. 

The bike is now safely 
tucked away, safe from the 
salt, grit and molasses, and 
may well stay that way until 
the Spring.  

Another great year draws to 
a close and I look forward 
to the Spring when once 
again our HOGs will be 
released! 

A final plea - do remember 
to keep sending in articles 
and photographs which are 
an essential part of re-
cording the events and ex-
periences of the members of 
our wonderful club. 

All the best. 

Ian McNeill 

EDITORIAL 
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T hank you to all those members 
who turned up to the AGM and 
thanks again for voting me in as 

Director along with our appointed offi-
cials. No one at present has indicated 
that they are not willing to continue as a 
club official in 2007 which is excellent 
as it ensures continuity. This is not 
however to say we are not looking for 
other members to step forward and get 
more involved in the running of the 
club. The bottom line is it’s a members 
club run by the members for the mem-
bers (current membership stands at 
436). 

As many of you will be aware I have 
personally run our Odd Ball Rally for 
the last 6 years and various other events 
as well. In 2007 I intend to stand down 
from the position as rally organiser; as I 
have made members aware the Odd 
Ball rally has run its course and it’s now 
time to look at a new event. Therefore I 
extend an open invitation for a member 
or group of members to come forward 
and take on the role of event/rally or-
ganisers. I will however be all to happy 
to help anybody who comes forward in 
pulling together their first few events; I 
can assure you it’s not as difficult as it 
may seem as long as you follow some 
basic rules “Keep It Simple”.   

I would like someone to come forward 
and take on the organising of our 10th 
anniversary party and maybe a rally or 
tour for 2007. There is nothing wrong 
in starting with a small members only 
event to get things running and then 
maybe moving on to a full blown rally 
in 2008!. I am open to ideas from all 
members on what events we should 
undertaken in 2007, a weekend trip to 
France, a camping weekend, a trip to a 
pre-arranged destination in the north of 
England. Get thinking and volunteer-
ing. If you want to chat about the role 
on offer drop me an e mail or see me at 
the monthly meeting; it would however 
be nice to have somebody in place by 
February 2007 at the latest so they can 
get things underway for 2007. 

Whilst on the subject of getting more 
people involved, as always the AVT 
team are in need of more contributors 
for future editions of the AVT, since 
Aire Valley’s conception some ten years 
ago I bet the contributors to the maga-
zine is a fairly low percentage of mem-
bers with the same few sending stuff in. 
I therefore set a challenge for all mem-
bers who have never sent a picture or 
article to either the AVT or website to 
make an effort to do so in 2007 remem-
ber it’s a members club run by the 
members for the members. Don’t think 
someone else will do it, do it yourself!  

Looking forward to 2007, plans are 
already underway for most of the usual 
stuff. Mick Pierce our Head road cap-
tain is busy pulling together the ride out 
program along with sending six new 
road captains to riders edge. Rob 
Mitchelmore has his plans for HOH 4 
well and truly under way. The Xmas 
party on the 12th Jan is a real must for 
members. I will also be looking to pull 
together as discussed earlier in the year 
a start of season event where all mem-
bers new and old can meet up for a 
party at the start of the season; I have 
set a provisional date of Saturday 3rd 
March for this event.   

Its always interesting to me how many 
new members join each year and how 
many drop out, one thing has been con-
stant now for many years that each year 
the numbers joining usually outweigh 
those moving on to other things. One 
question chapter officers get asked fairly 
regularly is how do I get involved and 
meet people? The answer is simple, 
turn up and get involved - everybody 
was a new member once! I remember 
when I joined back in 1997 I thought 
that the people at the meeting had 
known each others for years and every-
thing was set in stone. In fact the oppo-
site was true! the club was a couple of 
months old and people were finding 
their feet! Therefore my advice to any-
body wanting to get the most out of the 
club is simple, turn up to an event, 
monthly meeting, ride out, Xmas party, 

rally etc. Then all you do is wander 
over and ask somebody about there bike 
or what trips they have planned! You 
will quickly find that most people have 
the same questions and interests as 
yourself. As they say in Newcastle “shy 
bairns get nowt!”  

As the members who have attended the 
last two meeting will know,  the De-
cember meeting will be our last at the 
Manor, Last night (being Thursday 9th 
Nov) Big Pav and myself went to view a 
new venue, this being Yarnbury Rugby 
club in Horsforth and we are pleased to 
announce that our new meeting place 
for 2007 will be Yarnbury Rugby club. 
The facilities are superb, they have a 
large car park and a function room that 
can take up to 150 people, therefore as 
from February the monthly club meet-
ings will be held at Yarnbury. A map 
will be posted on the website and sent 
to all members with the membership 
renewals.   

Finally if anybody has any comments or 
suggestions on how to further take the 
club forward I am always happy to lis-
ten to people ideas and suggestions 

Seasonal greeting to one and all and 
hope to see you at the Xmas party.  

Live life with a smile and life will smile 
down on you 

Jonnie No-Bike        

DIRECTOR’S CUT, BY JONNIE NO-BIKE 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

T he AGM was held on Wednes-
day 1st November 2006 at The 
Manor, Farsley  8pm. 116 

members attended with 5 who arrived 
on bikes.  

Apologies were received from Eddy 
Wright, Sue Beadle, John Sanders, 
Julian Marshall and Ian McNeill.  

Jonnie opened the meeting explaining 
that as it was the AGM he was required 
to step down as Director but, as no-one 
had come forward to take over the po-
sition he would be delighted to con-
tinue for a further year as long as he had 
a vote of confidence from the members.  
Paul Lamont from the dealership would 
be dealing with the vote in Eddy's ab-
sence.  

Mick Pierce (Head Road Captain) dis-
cussed the years activities regarding 
ride-outs;- 

 20 rides were led by road cap-
tains including three weddings 
and one funeral. 

 In total 1464 bikes had travelled 
1730 miles over the season with 
very few problems. 

 He warned all members to drive 
carefully home as it was an ex-
ceptionally cold night 

 Paul Lamont said that Eddy was unable 
to attend but had asked Paul to read the 
following statement;- 

"Good Evening  Ladies & Gentlemen.  
I'm sorry I can't be with you all this 
evening but I have to go to my son’s 
parents evening at his school in Selby 
and would not be able to get back in 
time. 

Firstly I would like to thank Jonnie No 
Bike for his input into our chapter this 
year and also every one of our fellow 
officers for their efforts in maintaining 
Aire Valley as one of the biggest and 
best HOG Dealer Chapters in the UK. 

I would also like to say a special thank 
you to all our active members who 
make the effort to attend our meetings 

and are active within our Dealership 
throughout the year. 

Paul will be standing in as Aire Valley 
Director until such  time that Jonnie or 
another takes this position. 

(Paul asked for applause for Jonnie) 

Paul, you now have to take charge of 
the Chapter until the re-appointment of 
Jonnie or not.  If he does not take this 
position - as I understand it, he wants a 
50% minimum show of the vote in a 
confidence vote - you must finish the 
meeting and I will call an extraordinary 
General Meeting to find a new Direc-
tor" 

Paul asked Jonnie to leave the room 
while the membership voted to re-elect 
him. 

After a show of hands (there was only 
one member declined) he called Jonnie 
back in and informed him the member-
ship had elected him as Director for a 
further year.  

Jonnie thanked the membership and his 
officers for a great year  

Jonnie informed everyone that although 
Aire Valley had held their monthly 
meetings at The Manor for the past 
three years December would be our last 
meeting at this venue. 

He thanked Nigel and his team for be-
ing so hospitable over the years.  He 
asked the membership if anyone had 
any thoughts on the new venue to let 
him have details. As there is no meeting 
in January the new venue would be 
required from the first Wednesday in 
February, needed to have secure park-
ing and a room large enough to accom-
modate 100 members and should be 
within the Leeds area. 

Jonnie appreciated that many members 
travelled regularly from outside Leeds 
to attend the monthly meetings but the 
majority lived within the Leeds area. 

Rob Mitchelmore (Activities Officer) 
thanked everyone who helped at Hog-
ging the Humber and all those who 

attended.  Just under £5,000 had been 
donated to children's charities.  

Jonnie said as The Odd Ball Rally had 
still to be decided for 2007 it was up to 
the members to give him feedback. 

The 1,000 miles ride raised £4,305 and 
this was to be given to the cancer units 
at St. James and Cookridge hospitals.  

With regard to the Aire Valley Times, 
Kev and Ian have made excellent pro-
gress but still needed articles from the 
membership.  Although the Aire Valley 
Times costs far more than previous 
years to produce and send out Jonnie 
knows from feedback received that the 
membership very much appreciate the 
new format and therefore feels it is 
worth the additional costs.  

The webmasters Dr John and Anna had 
done a fantastic job with the website 
and the feedback Jonnie had received 
from the members was very apprecia-
tive.  

Membership renewal letters would be 
going out early in December as current 
membership expires at the end of De-
cember.  

The December meeting will be held at 
The Manor in Farsley (for the last time) 
and will be very much a social gathering 
as there is little happening at this time 
of year. 

As soon as Jonnie has agreed on a new 
venue it will be detailed on the website 
and on the Aire Valley Hotline.  It is 
doubtful it will be in the forthcoming 
edition of the Aire Valley Times as that 
is due out on 6th December.  

There will be no January meeting as 
many members will be attending the 
Annual Christmas Party at the Ramada 
Jarvis Parkway on Friday 12th January 
2007   

Tickets are £22 per person and Pav has 
agreed to be DJ for the evening!   

 The meeting ended at 8.50pm  



W ell we’re nearly at the end 
of another successful rid-
ing season and I hope that 

all the new members and new Harley 
owners have enjoyed it. Unfortunately I 
couldn’t attend this year’s AGM but I 
would like to congratulate Jonny No 
Bike on being reinstated as Director for 
another year, with a massive vote of 
confidence. Big Pav mentioned some-
thing about a scooter rider? I’d also like 
to thank my service manager Paul for 
standing in as acting director for me. 

I also believe we are moving to a new 
venue for our meeting’s next year, 
which has more space for bike and cars 
to park. This goes to show that as a club 
we are expanding and going in the right 
direction, which is down to the Chapter 
officers and you the members. 

Our recent open weekend was a roar-
ing success and I’d like to thank all my 
staff for their effort over the two days. 
We still have a few of the items on the 
orange list left and Gary our parts man-
ager is open to reasonable offers. Also 
the used 02-05 883 Sportsters that are 
left we will do a deal on for Aire Valley 
Members. 

The 07 model years are still selling well 
especially the Fatboy and the new Night 
Rod Special. Both of which have sold 
out of 06 builds and are well into the 
07 build allocation. One ordered now 
would be delivered in April approxi-
mately, with the lead-time growing 
constantly. But a word of warning, I 
envisage both of these models to sell 
out very shortly.  In fact the night Rod 

Special has been voted cruiser of the 
year 2006 by Motorcycle News. 

At the NEC Bike Show Harley were 
displaying the new XR1200 prototype, 
which is quite a machine, on perform-
ance, and styling. We will let the Aire 
Valley website know as soon as we get 
one of these in. 

We still have a couple of 06 unregis-
tered 883 Sporsters that we are still 
giving the £500 pound voucher with 
that can be used on accessories or cloth-
ing, see myself, Big Pav or Kelly if you 
are interested. 

Next year’s riding season looks to be as 
good as ever and the summer can’t 
come soon enough! So I’ll finish off by 
wishing you all a Happy Christmas and 
a very good New Year. 

 

EDDY WRIGHT 

SHOP TALK, BY EDDY WRIGHT 
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The new XR1200 Prototype on display at the NEC Bike Show 
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AIRE VALLEY FUN TIMES 
Tickle Me Elmo 

T here is a factory in Northern 
Minnesota which makes The 
Tickle Me Elmo toys. The toy 

laughs when you tickle it under the 
arms. 

Well, Lena is hired at The Tickle Me 
Elmo factory and She reports for her 
first day promptly at 8:00 AM. 

The next day at 8:45 AM there is a 
knock at the Personnel Manager's door. 
The Foreman throws open the door and 
begins to rant about the new employee. 

He complains that she is incredibly slow 
and the whole line is backing up, put-
ting the entire production line behind 
schedule.  

The Personnel Manager decides he 
should see this for himself, so the 2 men 
march down to the factory floor. 

When they get there the line is so 
backed up that there are Tickle Me 
Elmo's all over the factory floor and 
they're really beginning to pile up. 

At the end of the line stands Lena sur-
rounded by mountains of Tickle Me 
Elmo's. She has a roll of plush red fabric 
and a huge bag of small marbles.  

The 2 men watch in amazement as she 
cuts a little piece of fabric, wraps it 
around two marbles and begins to care-
fully sew the little package between 
Elmo's legs.  

The Personnel Manager bursts into 
laughter. After several minutes of hys-

terics he pulls himself together and ap-
proaches  Lena .  

"I'm sorry," he says to her, barely able 
to keep a straight face, "but I think you 
misunderstood the instructions I gave 
you yesterday..."  

"Your job is to give Elmo two test 
tickles". 

 

Job Posting for the FBI 

T he FBI had an opening for an 
assassin. After all the back-
ground checks, interviews and 

testing were done there were 3 final-
ists; two men and a woman. 

For the final test, the FBI agents took 
one of the men to a large metal door 
and handed him a gun. 

"We must know that you will follow 

your instructions no matter what the 
circumstances. Inside the room you will 
find your wife sitting in a chair. Kill 
Her!!!" The man said, "You can't be 
serious, I could never shoot my wife" 

The agent said, "Then you're not the 
right man for this job. Take your wife 
and go home." 

The second man was given the same 
instructions. He took the gun and went 
into the room. All was quiet for about 5 
minutes. The man came out with tears 
in his eyes, "I tried, but I can't kill my 
wife." The agent said, "You don't have 
what it takes. Take your wife and go 
home." 

Finally, it was the woman's turn. She 
was given the same instructions, to kill 
her husband. She took the gun and went 
into the room. Shots were heard, one 
after another. They heard screaming, 
crashing, banging on the walls. After a 
few minutes, all was quiet. The door 
opened slowly and there stood the 
woman, she wiped the sweat from her 
brow. 

"This gun is loaded with blanks" she 
said. "I had to beat him to death with 
the chair." 

 

Biker Mother of Six 

A  biker's greatest achievement 
was his brood of six kids. He 
was so proud that he continu-

ally called his wife: Mother of Six, 
which  

pissed her off a lot.  But he kept refer-
ring to her as Mother of Six no matter 
where they went. 

At end of a poker run, he shouted 
across the bar,  "Hey, Mother of Six, 
you ready to go home?" 

His irritated wife screamed back:  
"Anytime you're ready, Father of 
Four!" 
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O n Sunday 5 November a pi-
geon fancier and Harley-
Davidson biker from Thai-

land travelled up from London to visit 
my pigeon lofts. 

His name is Krisanon Buntham, nick-
name Dao (pronounced down), he is the 
Director of marketing for a hotel chain 
in Thailand. 

He had travelled to various parts of 
Europe on behalf of his company and 
had taken a day out to travel from his 
London Hotel to visit us at Hollinthorpe 
Lofts, Swillington – this was his first 
time in England. 

After looking at the breeder, young 
birds and the Belgium young bird dark-
ness loft, he inspected the widowhood 
cocks and the 70 individual breeding 
pens I have. 

He then asked me if he could have a 
look at my Harley-Davidson “Road 
King” motorbike. 

After a 3 hour visit looking at photo-
graphs, talking about pigeons and my 
local Harley-Davidson Chapter – Aire 
Valley UK, he asked how many pigeons 
he could buy from me. 

I explained to him that the pigeons that 
I had at this time were for a forthcom-
ing sale on the internet via my new 
“World of Pigeons” Auction website 
www.worldofpigeons.com, which was 
something I needed to try out, so sorry 
none at the moment, I told him he 
could bid for the pigeons on the website 
when it becomes live. 

I informed Dao that I would look to 
possibly breeding him some young birds 
later on in the 2007 season, but I would 
first look into what’s involved with the 
transportation and veterinary require-
ments for Thailand. 

After giving Dao 2  DVD’s on eyesign 
and the darkness system, diet food sam-
ples together with some ideas and Trico 
products, Eddy Wright’s Harley-
Davidson memorabilia (Our Chapter 

sponsors) we took him down to the 
local  Swillington Social Club, where 
the local village people were very 
friendly towards him and spoke with 
him at great length.  One of whom is a 
very keen kickboxing enthusiast, who is 
soon to be fighting in Thailand, this was 
also a sport very close to Dao’s heart 
and a sport that his family are heavily 
involved with. 

Whilst meeting the rest of my family at 
the Swillington Social Club, Dao had a 
couple of pints of our lager, then set 
about playing darts with the locals and 
had a couple of games of snooker with 
local champions Andy Smith and 
friends. 

I must applaud the Swillington villagers 
who could not have been any kinder, to 
who was a complete stranger to them, 
he was so grateful continually putting 
his hands together and bowing to the 
people. 

It was now time for Dao to leave (a tug 
to get him moving) to catch the last 
8.15pm train to Kings Cross, Andy 
Smith insisted on driving Dao to the 
station so he could keep on chatting 
with him. 

All in all, Dao had a very good day out 
and was overwhelmed by the hospitality 
and friendship shown to him by the 
Swillington villagers. 

Frank Quinlan 

 

THAI PIGEON FANCIER VISITS YORKSHIRE 
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JOIN M.A.G (MOTORCYCLE 
ACTION GROUP) NOW! 

A s owners of Harley Davidsons 
we are often accused of having 
more money than sense. Now 

here’s your chance to hit back…for the 
paltry sum of £20 a year you can be a 
member of M.A.G.  

M.A.G. is a pro motorcycle organisa-
tion, defending bikers’ rights and 
working for freedom from the ever-
increasing restrictions of the “Nanny 
State” and European Union. I tend to 
think of M.A.G. as a kind of Trade 
Union for Bikers! 

You may have heard of M.A.G. already 
and thought to yourself  “I’ll join!”… 

But I bet you never did; now is the 
time to do so (there’s no time like the 
present). 

You may not have heard of M.A.G., in 
which case go to www.mag-uk.org to 
find out more or call 08704 448448 to 
join! 

In the past M.A.G. has been responsi-
ble for changing the enforced use of 
“leg protectors” and “BHP restriction” 
legislation preventing bikers’ freedom.  

Their latest campaign is against 
“intelligent speed adaptation” and 
changes to the motorcycle test; don’t 

think it won’t happen… It will if no-
body does anything about it. So now is 
your chance to do something. Support 
your fellow Bikers, make you’re your 
voice heard…Have the sense to join 
M.A.G. now! 

Even Eddy endorses membership of 
M.A.G., there’s an application form 
with every new bike sold. What a good 
egg! 

Ian Towler 



B e sure to check the Aire Valley Hot Line for last 
minute details of up-coming events.  

0113-245-2550 

T he dates for HOH 2007 is the Weekend 2/3 June 
2007 at a brand new Location at Brantington Park 
near Brough, and new timings. 

 We believe that this will give more choice and better facili-
ties for those bikers who like to camp. Watch out for more 
info via the web site and for the flyers due out soon. 

As we are at the end of the year we would like to clarify the 
situation of the 10% on account. The 10% loyalty card is not 
an Aire Valley card but is issued by Eddy Wright’s to loyal 
customers for the 2006 period only. 

Please note active Aire Valley members who have obtained 
their blue ‘ R&F ‘ pins throughout the riding year are the 
only people who accrue 10% bonus on account, for the pur-
chases they have made in store through the year. For exam-
ple if you have a blue ‘ R&F ‘ pin and spent £1,000 in store 
over the year, you will have accrued £100 on your account. 
You can spend this in store on parts, accessories, clothing 
and collectables. 

You can only claim between the dates of 1st JANUARY 2007 
and 31st March 2007. 

After this point any credit on your account will be lost (no 
exceptions!) You must also be wearing your blue ‘R&F ‘ pin 
or have it on you to claim.  

T he Annual Christmas Party will be held on Fri-
day 12th January 2007 at the Ramada Jarvis 
Parkway Hotel, Otley Road, Leeds LS16 8AG 
(0113) 269 9000. 

The tickets are £22 per person; please make cheques payable 
to Aire Valley HOG and send your details... 

 number of tickets required; 

 who you would like to sit with; 

 your name address and telephone number 

… to Sandra Gaunt Chapel Cottage 18 Cragg Hill Horsforth 
Leeds LS18 4NU to arrive no later than 21st December 
2006.   

The final numbers need to be confirmed by 22nd Decem-
ber.  All bookings will be confirmed. The meal is traditional 
Christmas Dinner or Salmon Fillet, and there is also a vege-
tarian option.  You can decide on the night which meal you 
would like. 

Rooms are available by con-
tacting Reservations and telling 
them you are attending this 
function.  The prices are £66 
for a double or twin and £55 
for a single both room rates 
include full English breakfast. 

See you there… 

Sandra 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND FUTURE EVENTS 

Aire Valley HOG welcomes the following 17 
New Members since the last edition of the AVT 

David Booth from Barnsley 
Neil & Janet Cuthbert from Leeds 
Neil & Gill Marquis from Preston 
Tim & Marcia Mellor from Wakefield 
Gary Patrick from Barnsley 
Robert McBride from Keighley 
Ian Baxter from Halifax 
Tim Scott from Ilkley 
John & Sharon Hesmondhalgh from Kendal 
Paul Phelps from Batley 

Kevin Burton from Harrogate 
Glenn Pringle & Jane Downs from Leeds 
 

Total Membership 
now:- 
288 Riders,  
148 Pillions  
436 Total 
 

WELCOME TO 17 NEW MEMBERS 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY 

EDDY’S 10% LOYALTY CARD 2006 

Hog on the Humber 



CLUB MEETINGS ARE MOVING! 
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C lub Director Jonnie and Big 
Pav visited Yarnbury Rugby 
club in Horsforth in Novem-

ber as part of their mission to find a 
new location for Club Meetings, capa-
ble of accommodating the larger num-
ber of members now regularly attend-
ing Club Meetings. 

We can now confirm that we have 
booked the Yarnbury Rugby Club for 
our monthly meeting for 2007; it has a 
large car park and a function room that 
can hold up to 150 people.  

Please see the photograph above  and 
map below. Full directions will also be 
published on the web site in due 
course. 

Jonnie 

A view of Yarnbury Rugby Club from the pitch 

Map of the location of Yarnbury Rugby Club 
Brownberrie Lane, Horsforth, LS18 5HB  

 

The Clubhouse Bar 
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T hey say that as you get older the 
time passes more quickly, well 
this year has certainly flown by 

for me.  It only seems a few weeks ago 
that I was getting my bike ready for the 
new season and now we are at the end 
of it.   

Snow on 5th March meant that I at-
tended in my car and for safety reasons 
had no option but to cancel the ride, so 
the New Members ride took place the 
week after and the ride outs ran right 
through to the 8th October when Dave 
Farrand planned and led the final club 
ride to the prisoner of war camp near 
Barnard Castle. 

Other places we attended during the 
year are shown in the table below. 

All my fellow Road Captains should be 
congratulated this year.  We have run 
20 rides which have covered 1730.5 
miles and had a total of 1568 bikes at-

tend and only two very minor incidents. 
This includes Hog on the Humber 
where around 550 bikes attended 
(thanks Rob and Dot).   

We also had the youngest member ride 
on H.O.H. “Little” Joe Davidson (son of 
“Bigger” Joe Davidson) who was 17 at 
the time and on his very own Harley, is 
he the youngest H.O.G. member in the 
country, perhaps we should explore 
this? 

The Road Captains met in October for a 
debrief on the year to look again at how 
we operate on rides.  It was high time 
we met (this was the first official meet-
ing we have had for a long time) and for 
those of you that are new to the group, 
this is our fourth year with a formal 
Road Captains system so the meeting 
was a bit overdue. 

In his time as Director “El Presidente” 
had led most of the rides and anyone 

who wanted to, piled in and did their 
bit.  We don’t know how Andy did it!  
It is a lot of work for one individual 
planning all the rides but now that we 
have identifiable riders who work to-
gether we hope we have produced a 
safer system.  This has been necessary 
because of the ever increasing numbers 
of members turning up at Eddie’s for 
the rides.  When I joined the group 6 
years ago about 12 bikes left for the ride 
outs – how times have changed. 

ROAD CAPTAIN’S REPORT, BY MICK PIERCE 

DATE EVENT START DESTINATION BIKES MILES 

12th March Newbies Ride Eddys Dales 12 57 
26th March Rain or Shine Eddys Morecambe Bay 40 150 
16th April Sunday Ride Eddys Matlock Bath 62 167 
23rd April Hard Rock Eddys Hard Rock Cafe 165 1.5 
20th May Wedding Eddys Brighouse 10 18 
21st May Sunday Ride Eddys Lincolnshire 9 260 
2nd June Harley Cruise Eddys Newcastle / York 160 136 
3rd June Norg Invasion York Goathland 36 136 

14th June Evening Ride West Park Pately Bridge 15 63 

17th June Wedding Pudsey Leeds 32 8 
18th June Sunday Ride Eddys Harewood 43 76 
16th July Humber Bridge Beverley Humber Bridge 554 32 

19th July Evening Ride West Park Acaster Malbis 25 75 
30th July Sunday Ride Eddys Keighley 117 52 
12th August Oddball Rally Sandall Leeds City 96 43 
19th August Wedding Eddys Woodkirk 6 35 

27th August Sunday Ride Eddys Baildon / Harewood 112 45 
17th Sept Sunday Ride Eddys Sandsend 36 180 
8th October Last Ride Eddys Barnard Castle 38 196 

 TOTALS       1568 1730.5 
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Our aim is to make the rides enjoyable 
and safe and with this in mind 20 of us 
are to take part in a first aid course in 
November so that there will always be 
“First bike on the scene” assistance, in 
the event of an accident and no I ain’t 
practising mouth to mouth on B.J., we 
are just good friends!. 

Another of our aims is to have all the 
rides publicised well in advance on the 
web site with destinations, tea spots, 
petrol halts, mileage and approximate 
times of arrival at each point.  A hard 
copy of the ride will then be posted at 
the shop for anyone to see.  Reasons for 
this you will find further into this arti-
cle. 

We have recognised that one regular 
problem is getting a large group of rid-
ers out of Leeds in one lump.  In the 
past we have re grouped at certain 
points round the city (such as the shops 
at Adel) if we are heading north.  That 
point and others will be decided upon 
and publicised on the web so that all 
members become used to them, also if 
someone wishes to join the ride there, 
then they will have that alternative.  
One problem in doing this is that riders 
will miss the pre ride briefing at 
Eddie’s (maybe not so much of a prob-
lem for regular riders) but everyone 
should be able to pick up most points 
from the web site before the day.  
However, particularly if you are new to 
group riding I would recommend that 
you start the ride at Eddie’s until you 
feel confident with the set up.  You will 
hear the full brief of the ride and have 
an opportunity to discuss this with the 
Road Captain who will be leading the 
ride that day if there are points that 
seem unclear.  It is also a good way to 
get to know the other riders. 

Some riders prefer to be near the front 
of a ride out, it is smoother and slower 
there as if you are at the back then you 
will often have some ground to make 

up and consequently be play-
ing catch up at times.  If you 
do, then park your bike with 
the Road Captains bikes at the 
other side of the road before 
the ride starts, then you will 
get out near the front more 
easily. 

All Road Captains I think 
benefited from the meeting 
and those of you who attended 
the last ride may have noticed 
how smoothly things went.  Obviously 
this was in no small part down to the 
planning of the ride and Dave in par-
ticular always does an excellent job. 

As regards group riding there are some 
tips on the website that I would recom-
mend you look at.  It was written 18 
months ago and one or two things have 
changed, like my e mail address, now 
HRC@avhog.co.uk and the colour of 
the back end Road Captain vest which 

is red/orange to make him stand out 
from us yellow ones but the most of it 
is still valid.   The website will be up-
dated in due course. 

The course that I had hoped to run in 
spring 2006 on bike handling had to be 
postponed but should run next year 
(date unknown at the moment).  There 
are already several members down to 
go on it so if you fancy it let me know.  

Saturday 2nd December sees six more 

members going down to Builth Wells 
with B.J. to Riders Edge for the Road 
Captain’s course.  This will bring our 
numbers up to 27 in total; however 5 
of them can only put a vest on very 
occasionally due to re location, business 
or other reasons so we should start the 
new season with 21 active yellow vests 
and Bob Elliott in red as back marker.  

EXISTING ROAD CAPTAINS 

Pavlo Andrusiak, Tony Burns, Ross 
Calverley, Joe Davidson, Bob Elliott, 
Dave Farrand, Gary Grundy, Dave 
Holden, Mick Pierce, Les Tyas, Dave 
Sheard, Mark Shidlow, John Venyige, 
Keith Wainwright, Mark Williamson 
and Richard Wilton 

DECEMBER 06 COURSE 

Wayne Clamp, Tony Fieldhouse, Andy 
Jennings, Graham Norris, Graham Par-
tridge and Brian Roche 

OCCASIONAL VESTS 

Sue Beadle, Bill Club, Andrew Jones, 
Gordon Macfarlane and Keith Maybey 

During the closed season every effort 
will be made to plan new ride outs that 
will be enjoyable for all members.  You 
will have read previous articles on how 
arduous a task it can be planning ride 
outs.  Safety for riders has to be para-
mount and we have to take into ac-
count that not all riders are experi-
enced and yet keep the rides interesting 
for our members who have been at-

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 

ROAD CAPTAIN’S REPORT (CONT’D) 
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tending ride outs for years.  We have to 
plan coffee stops and fuel stops with 
quick turn rounds and a lunch for what 
is always an unspecified number – not 
an easy task I have been to weddings 
receptions with fewer folks needing to 
be fed! 

I would like to say at this point that I 
find it hard to accept that when a chap 
goes and plans a ride and lets everyone 
know exactly how long it is, where the 
stops will be and very nearly every last 
detail that we can still have people com-
plain that the ride was “too far”, “I 
needed a coffee stop long before now”, 
“where is the petrol station cos I didn’t 
fill up before we left” “the comfort 
break was long overdue” etc etc.   
Whatever we do, I suppose it ain’t go-
ing to suit everyone but please have a 
think about what goes into planning a 
ride before you decide to complain and 
open your mouth on the day and dam-
age a lot of the good will that goes into 
making your club and its rides run as 
smoothly as they do.  Road Captains 
have feelings too !!!  Remember the 
slogan “Ride and have Fun”!!   Most 
ride outs have been trial run the week 
before in the Road Captains own time 
and even then some change will have to 
take place because of unexpected road 
works or whatever.  

If you have any complaints about Road 

Captains then come and see me quietly 
please on the day or better still I would 
really appreciate an email after a ride 
out, whether it be a complaint or a 
compliment.  I can then get an accurate 
feedback from you all.  All your com-
ments are welcome, whether good or 
bad and please be assured that every-
thing possible is done to ensure that 
everyone enjoys the Sundays out and 
returns home safe and sound. 

Finally, I would like to thank all the 
Road Captains for their efforts this year 
particularly Dave (FAZZ) Farrand for 
his work in planning what have been 
very well received ride outs – also B.J. 
in his role as my assistant for his tact 
and diplomacy.  Have a good closed 
season and I look forward to a new sea-
son in 2007 with some new rides. 

First ride out for 2007 will be for new 
members or those running in their bikes 
and is usually about the second week-
end in March so if this applies to you 
the date will appear on the web site 
sometime in February. 

Mick Pierce 
Head Road Captain 

(Continued from page 12) 

ROAD CAPTAIN’S REPORT (CONT’D) 

Bisley was our next major outing. This 
was a very impressive event, even 
though the female members of our 
party did trample us under foot to get a 
good view of the nude riders of Nene 
Valley. I just didn’t know Marie could 
move that quick. Not only did they 
have decent bands & cheap beer but we 
also got some bargains from the traders 
on site. 

August bank holiday Saturday was the 
departure day for our great expedition 
to European Bike Week in Faaker See. 
Our three bike convoy crossed the 
channel & headed down through 
France via the Route Napoleon – just 
got to be done on a bike. Highlights 
were the night six of us had to share 2 
hotel rooms & all Keith did was to 
complain about Dave (Judge) & I 
farting & snoring & then the motel 
room which Judge Dave & Margaret 
had. Well it did have some interesting 
features in the lighting & mirror de-
partments—oooooh. 

On we rode across Italy into Austria 
for what has to be Europe’s  premier 
rally.  1,000 bikes, sausages beer & 
sauerkraut, the noise is tremendous. 
The only problem we had was getting 
everything we bought into the bike 
trailer on the way home. 

Our rally year finished with the Au-
tumn Blitz. This year had a new venue 
near Wareham. Again Aire valley was 
well represented, entering everything 
except the fancy dress. Some great 
organisation here but the beer was 
week as water. 

Pete and Gill Ward 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

PETE & GILL 



W ell, it’s been a funny ol’ 
time, since the last AVT.  
With the summer festivi-

ties, ride-outs and rallies, the time has 
gone far too quickly.  Also, with being 
in Spain on business (yes, rocket sci-
ence, believe it or not) and some less 
than convenient bouts of illness, I have 
been less than active with the website 
than usual. 

I know some of you are still waiting for 
your pictures to be put on the website 
but this will be rectified soon; probably 
before you read this, if my *!@@%$ 
computer doesn’t go into meltdown!  
Anyway, the pictures will provide 
some welcome additions over the less 
active winter months.  There are some 
good jokes waiting to be added, too.  
At this juncture, I would like to say a 
big thanks to all those who continue to 
take the time and trouble to send me 
these contributions.  The site would be 
more than a bit dull, without them. 

Recently, I have been doing some gen-
eral ‘housekeeping’ for the website and 
keeping up with the usual flow of an-
nouncements for the notice board.  
You may have also noticed the new 
silver, slim-line menu buttons that now 
replace the old style orange and black 
frame links.  These (I hope you agree) 

make the website look cleaner; the 
main reason, though, is to allow space 
for future links that cater for increases 
in the number of pages in the site.  I 
have plans [he says rubbing his hands 
together like some silent movie vil-
lain]!!?? 

What plans, I hear you cry!  Well, as 
stated in my last article, I have plans for 
adding additional functionality to the 
members’ area.  The most ambitious of 
these is the creation of an Expert Sys-
tem for Harley-Davidson Motorcycle 
Maintenance. With a bit of Zen thrown 
in, maybe?  The idea is to research 
(Haynes manual at the ready) a range of 
solutions to everyday problems that do 
not require specialist equipment or 
extensive work with expert knowl-
edge.  This is purely for those little 
jobs that get you moving again.  It 
could also include tips for other prob-
lems like paintwork but this will be 
reliant on your contributions.  The 
program, when written, will be an 
interactive web-enabled interface, 
which will prompt you to select your 
problem area; then by a process of 
questioning, will hopefully provide you 
with guidance to a solution: a sort of 
interactive manual.  So, assuming we 
are more than a collective of ignorance, 
how about some tips from your bitter 
experiences. 

Till my next visitation…. Ride safe, 

Dr John (Webmaster)  
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DR JOHN - ON CALL! 

www.avhog.co.uk 

LEGAL CLAIMS 
ASSISTANCE 

O ver the past ten years or so, 
legal claims insurance has 
been sold as an optional 

extra on many motoring policies 
(although some companies include it in 
the policy for free).This insurance cov-
ers the cost of reclaiming items of 
clothing and additional expences in the 
event of an accident or claim; ie. your 
damaged crash helmet and protective 
clothing. It also pays towards the cost 
of a solicitor to claim for any personal 
injury or the additional cost of arrang-
ing alternative transport whilst your 
vehicle is being repaired or replaced. 
Most insurance companies charge 
about £20 for this extra protection. If 
you prefer, you can save yourself a few 
squid by telling the broker that you 
don't want their over priced "free" 
legal cover. 

Rider Support Services provide a free 
legal claims scheme: simply visit their 
website and fill in their free member-
ship form. In the event of an accident, 
just give them a bell and you'll get the 
same level of cover as the £20 pre-
mium you pay through your broker, 
bargain! And it ain't an ambulance 
chasing company either, which is nice.  
www.ridersupport.co.uk 

Ian Towler (The Sheriff) 
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MAILBAG 

Congratulations to Ian McNeill for achieving GOLD 
Standard at the Rider’s Edge Advanced Course. 

Say What You Mean! 
From Jackie Vaughn 

 

S ometimes our words and our actions are in direct 
contradiction to each other. This is especially 
true in many of the ways we ride. 

When we fail to wear our helmets in a car park, we’re 
saying “it’s only possible to have an accident or a fall on 
the main road, probably at high speed”. Yet, car parks 
are some of the most dangerous places we ride. 
They’re often crowded, with limited visibility and un-
even surfaces. The people in them are usually in a 
hurry and certainly not looking for motorcycles. 

When we fail to put on full protective gear, we’re tell-
ing ourselves and our co-riders we are so good we 
can’t possibly have an accident, and all the other driv-
ers out there are excellent, skilful, and always alert, 
too. 

When we encourage our co-riders to wear shorts, san-

dals, and sleeveless shirts, we may speak the words, “I 
love you,” but the unspoken message is “I don’t care if a 
large area of your skin is scraped off and you must have 
endless plastic surgeries and are covered with deep, 
ugly scars.” We may also be saying, “I don’t care if you 
sunburn so badly your legs, arms, chest and back are 
covered with huge watery blisters.” 

When we wear clothing made of synthetic materials, 
we are saying we’re tough enough not to cry when that 
melted material is peeled out of our road rash. 

When we ride at excessive speeds, we may be con-
vinced we’re able to handle them. What we’re not 
reminding ourselves is that we’ve used up our margin 
for error and the unexpected can happen at any mo-
ment. 

When we do something we know to be dangerous “just 
this once” we’re saying “it can’t happen to me.” 

Do you believe that? 

 

What’s the best way to get 
scratches out of Paintwork? 
 
Graham Partridge - of 1,000 mile 
ride fame - worked as a professional 
bike painter (Millenium Bike); he has 
kindly volunteered to give advice on 
all types of paint and damage but will 
have to see the damage first.  

Send your Letters or Announcement to  
editor@avhog.co.uk for inclusion on 

this page 
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M y long awaited Alyssa was 
born on the 22.12.05.  By 
mid February I was firmly 

established in baby world and my chief 
concern was the colour of Alyssa’s poo. 
This was when the headaches began. The 
third time I saw my GP she could see a 
worrying change and sent me straight to 
the LGI with a handwritten referral.  My 
family have an involved and complex 
history with the LGI. These tales are 
family folklore.  My favourite is about 
great great grandma Sarah Ann. Horri-
fied by the prospect of teeth removal she 
leapt from the table and ran off down 
the corridor screaming ‘let me die’ 

A scan revealed ‘an abnormality’ but no 
further details and ‘we’re very sorry’  I 
was left stewing alone in a white room, 
clutching my Alyssa the centre of my 
universe. I wondered numbly what 
physical and emotional pain lay ahead.  I 
knew there was a risk that I was about to 
hear the worst news imaginable. When 
the diagnosis came an hour later it was 
considerably better than I had dared 
hope.  I had a benign brain tumour 
called a meningioma which grows on the 
outer lining of the brain. These can be 
removed with a good prospect of recov-
ery, except in my case I was given no 
promises about the state of my vision 
and a warning that there was a risk to 
the motion on my left hand side. I might 
also develop epilepsy, a risk in any brain 
surgery.  Comparatively speaking this 
news was incredibly good. They would 
operate next Wednesday. 

  The eminent consultant surgeon was 
like a car mechanic as he sensitively ex-
plained how they would clamp me face 
down on the table. If the tumour was 
squishy they could suck it out with a 
straw-like tool and if it was hard they 
would chip it out a bit at a time. My 
tumour was the size of a plum and had 
been growing for 10 to 15 years but 
he’d seen bigger.  He assured me he had 
been doing this job a long time.  This 
was surreal since every now and then I 
was almost lulled into thinking it all 
quite straight forward until I would sud-

denly remember that this was MY 
BRAIN. He was gonna mess with my 
mind.  I absorbed the information as 
attentively as I could and suppressed my 
urge to run down the corridor scream-
ing ‘let me die’ 

Wednesday 30th March arrived. Remov-
ing my jewellery and putting on the 
flimsy hospital gown felt ceremonial, 
divesting my identity.  They needed me 
dehumanised, reduced to physical me-
chanics.  The tall, silent black man ar-
rived with the operating trolley, like 
some benign grim reaper.  Experience 
had taught him not to enquire.  Paul 
held my hand until the lift reached the 
operating floor.  I recall very little after 
that. I don’t remember the operating 
theatre or the anaesthetist, logically I 
should. 

I then embarked on the most incredible 
journey. I was in a pond and the sur-
geons were sitting on the edge. I floated 
gently away. I saw about me hundreds of 
people and animals. I was in a spectacu-
larly bountiful river through a bright, 
lush jungle. Sometimes I swam below 
the water and saw the graceful, lumber-
ing bodies of elephants and hippos.  I felt 
excited, happy, the fears of the week 
suddenly lifted.  The river turned uphill 
towards the sky.  Approaching overhead 
were archways and pristine white build-
ings. I realised that god was beyond.  I 
became scared. I knew that if I contin-
ued upwards it meant I had died.  All 
around me animals and people were 
floating upwards beyond the walls.  In-
stead I floated horizontally below all of 
these buildings.  The river disappeared 
and  I was now flying alone through time 
and space. A myriad of thoughts surged 
through my mind like water.  I was torn 
between thinking I was now a genius 
and worrying that I had gone mad.  The 

lovely feeling of well being had gone and 
I was helpless and out of control in this 
weird universe.  This seemed to go on 
for hundreds of years. I wondered 
vaguely if I had become some kind of 
time lord. 

I awoke in Intensive Care full of tubes. 
My nurse a little Pilipino woman now 
had the dubious task of trying to make 
me look presentable.  My head had only 
been shaved up the back and the remain-
ing hair could disguise the bald bit.  She 
brushed my hair, a thing I have learned 
never to do.  My curls instantly turned 
to frizz.  Undaunted she wrestled them 
into pigtails.  She stepped back to view 
her handiwork, then frowned and went 
for a simpler ponytail instead.  I felt too 
delicate to move.  By the time Paul ar-
rived this feeling had turned into the 
belief that I was paralysed.  When he 
coaxed me into waggling my feet and 
squeezing his hands I thought he had 
performed a miracle. I looked at him 
anew as if at the son of god.  I told him 
how brilliant he was and how proud I 
was to be his wife (I’m not sure he felt 
the same about being my husband at this 
point) 

My family turned up and pretty much 
left in tears.  I was rambling nonsense 
about a journey and god.  My vision was 
very impaired and I stared directly for-
wards the whole time. I looked terrible, 
pale and glazed with my crazy hair-do. 
My window overlooked the Parkinson 
building at Leeds University where I had 
studied Law. My father for whom this 
was all too painful was pacing back and 
forth in front of the window, head low-

(Continued on page 17) 

MY BRAIN OPERATION BY AYSHEA MEGYERY  

“I had a benign brain tumour 
called a meningioma which 

grows on the outer lining of 
the brain” 
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ered.  In the next couple of weeks this 
was a recurring image, my father deso-
late on the lonely steps of this seat of 
learning, mourning my lost achieve-
ments. 

I capsized into some kind of madness. 
Your brain is like a computer appar-
ently and my surgeon said after the op-
eration it would shut down and I would 
have to re-boot everything again.  The 
mornings were the worst. I would 
wake up totally blank and spend a few 
minutes fighting panic whilst I gradually 
remembered my name, the fact I was in 
hospital etc.  My body felt unwieldy 
and moving around was like driving a 
car where all the controls were differ-
ent. I could only concentrate for short 
bursts which got increasingly frustrat-
ing.  I got very hungry because I forgot 
to finish my meals.  I watched the same 
episode of Red Dwarf again and again 
because I couldn’t work out how to 
forward the disc. I couldn’t ring anyone 
because I couldn’t get round to retriev-
ing numbers from my phone. Worst of 
all I had a creeping feeling of detach-
ment from Alyssa and in her absence 
would stare at her photos trying to re-
member the things we used to do. 

My surgeon had told me I would swing 
from depression to elation.  This had 
not concerned me, I do that anyway! 
But the depressions were really hideous 
like nothing I had experienced before 
and at worst were full blown panic at-
tacks.  I became obsessed with the idea 
that the operation had failed and I was 
doomed to be severely mentally dis-
abled and I was just being kept here 
until they could find an institution to 
put me in.  This was terrifying.  Paul 
was a saint at this time.  I would phone 
him day or night demanding that he 
admit the truth and he would  patiently 
talk me through the facts from the be-
ginning until I was satisfied that every-
thing was okay, only to phone him back 
half an hour later with exactly the same 
questions (the most was 8 times during 
one night.) 

There were delusions and paranoia.  I 
believed certain patients were working 

for the NHS as spies.  They engaged me 
in conversation in order to report back 
to the doctors.  I perceived that some 
patients had no brain at all and lived at 
the hospital permanently, subdued by 
drugs.  In the next bed was a young 
man who had lost all his limbs in a terri-
ble accident and was now doomed to 
living suspended in water since that was 
the only way to cope with the pain.  I 
believed that I was shouting inappropri-
ate words of sympathy to his mother 
who was furious with me.  I was morti-
fied to have upset her and kept trying to 
make amends, which made everything 
worse but I just couldn’t keep my 

mouth shut. The man in the next bed 
was in fact in his 70’s and not sus-
pended in water.  On another occasion, 
3 children who had to wear special suits 
had taken them off to play and died as a 
result.  I could hear people comment-
ing that I should have rung the alarm. I 
felt hideous and went to sit in a corner. 
It was night time and I sat for hours in 
the dark miserable with grief and 
shame.  There were no children on my 
ward. 

There was also elation and disinhibition 
which was truly wonderful.  I would be 
over whelmed by the kindness of my 
visitors and tell them over and over 
how much I loved them. I felt I had 
more insight now and wanted to share 
my conclusions. Some visitors left be-
mused and red faced after being told 
that they should get a different job or 
their relationship had always held them 
back etc. I was convinced that I had 
been broken and god had fixed me for a 
reason and life was going to be pro-

foundly improved. I would know my 
real calling.  I pictured myself giving 
witty TV interviews on trendy chat 
shows about how it was all thanks to 
the operation, the tumour had been 
holding me back and now I could flour-
ish.  The dodgy vision didn’t worry me, 
I saw this as proof that my calling 
would be in music.  Later however, 
when I was discharged home, it took all 
day to get a few simple chords out of 
my guitar.  Oh dear. 

One morning the depression hit hard 
and I rang Paul repeatedly.  On the last 
occasion he failed to answer.  I pictured 
him unable to muster the strength to 
tell comforting lies to a sick wife. I pan-
icked, convinced now that something 
was desperately wrong. I got out of bed 
and slipped off the ward.  I found an 
exit through a loading bay. I walked 6 
miles up Woodhouse Moor and along 
Otley Road, in my nightie and surgical 
stockings.  It was a week after my op-
eration.  The once familiar route 
looked alien and I was terrified I would 
get lost.  People ignored me when I 
tried to talk to them and I believed I 
had slipped out of existence.  I yearned 
for my life which seemed like a beauti-
ful, distant memory. For the last mile I 
hitched a lift from a man called Dave. I 
am eternally grateful to this man and 
have no idea who he was. Arriving 
home was immeasurably wonderful. 
Everything was still there waiting for 
me, there were no lies. I was alive and 
well enough to find my own way home. 

It is four months on from my operation. 
I still have some dodgy vision which 
may always remain, but my left hand 
side is fine and no epilepsy so far. The 
surgeon told me after 30 years’ experi-
ence I have the thickest skull he has 
ever seen.  For those of you who know 
Paul as Elvis, he officially has a hard 
headed woman! We should jealously 
guard our NHS. You don’t know when 
you will need it. The private hospitals 
didn’t have the facilities for my opera-
tion. For all its shortcomings the shabby 
old, spectacular old LGI is still capable 
of delivering a few miracles. 

Ayshea Megyery  

(Continued from page 16) 

“For those of you who know 
Paul as Elvis, he officially has a 

hard headed woman” 
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SMALL ADS 

A Place in the Sun? 
We are looking for 
a couple to take 
our places in the 
villa booked for 
Fuengirola: Euro-
pean rally 2007 in 
Spain. Be warned, 
you'll have a pri-
vate swimming pool but will be sharing 
with Mick Pierce and Dr John :-) 

Anyone interested can call Sue or myself on 
07976 591957.  
 
John McKenzie (Macco) 

Wanted 
Help! Has anyone got stock/standard 
exh. header pipes, exh silencers and top/
bottom mounting brackets for Evo Fat 
Boy (shotgun exhaust set up) 

Also Heritage rear fender/mudguard  
required  

Tel: 01274 783987  

Mobile: 07767228119 

Plastering and Ornate 
Work 

We are a plastering company offering a full range 
of services including internal and external plas-
tering, ornate mouldings (i.e. cornices, ceiling 
roses etc).  We also undertake tanking work, i.e. 
totally damp proofing cellars, and we manufac-
ture fire surrounds.  Visit our 3000 sq ft show-
room at the address below. 

Classic Designs 
Units 2 & 3 
12 Whingate 
Wortley 
Leeds 
LS12 3BL  
 

Translation Services 
French and Italian 

Documents and letters translated; 
phone calls, faxes and e-mails for 
hotel bookings abroad etc. 

Contact Debbie Elliott: 

0113 286 6517 or  
e-mail debbie@de-tlc.co.uk 
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PICTURE GALLERY 

   

See www.avhog.co.uk for more pictures 

   

 
   

 
   

 



Position Name Contact details (where appropriate)  

Director Jonnie No-Bike director@avhog.co.uk  

Assistant Director Pavlo Andrusiak (Big Pav) assistant-director@avhog.co.uk 07773-373335 

Treasurer Mike Gaunt treasurer@avhog.co.uk  

Membership Secretary Sandra Gaunt secretary@avhog.co.uk  

Head Road Captain Mick Pierce hrc@avhog.co.uk  

Activities Officer Rob Mitchelmore activities-officer@avhog.co.uk  

AVT Editor Kevin Sharman (Kev) avteditor@avhog.co.uk 07888-729574 

AVT Co-Editor Ian McNeill (Mac) co-editor@avhog.co.uk 07836-752226 

Photographer Eddie Clark (Bad Ed) photographer@avhog.co.uk  

New Members Rep Shaz Ryder new-mem-sec@avhog.co.uk  

Safety Officer Mick Pierce safety@avhog.co.uk  

Webmaster John Elliott webmaster@avhog.co.uk  

Sponsoring Dealer Eddy Wright eddy@eddywrightmotorcycles.com 0113-234-0717 

Dealer Rep Paul Lamont  paul@eddywrightmotorcycles.com 0113-234-0717 

Aire Valley Officers 

The Manor, Stoneyroyd, Farsley, Leeds 

Private Function Room 

Capacity of 200 with Full catering  
available for any occasion 

Contact Nigel or Tarnya 

O113-255-3439 

07768-608167 

Bands and DJ’s also provided for all type of events 


