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We woke early on the Friday
morning looking forward to a
relaxing, chilled-out weekend. We
got the support vehicle loaded,
Carol and Georgia making sure the
kit got there and me on the bike.
Carol was going to pick up some
lunch on the way over so I said I‟d
see her when she got to Wetherby.

decent scran. Still, I could now get
the tent up and have the first beer
of the day.

Funny how life imitates art ain‟t it?
That first beer led to another, then
another. Tent and gazebo up nice
and straight though, which is more
than can be said for one over the
other side (it‟s alright Rick, I won‟t
I parked the bike by the racecourse mention any names). We were
and waited. And waited,
sitting and relaxing having a beer
wondering if she‟d got lost. No, she or two and watching other punters
wouldn‟t be lost. I clambered up to arrive. Our new neighbours
the back of the stand so I could
arrived, John and Lynne from
watch for the car, and then Stef
Brighton. Colin and Liz rolled up
rode in, fully laden up. We were
chauffeuring Mad Brad, our DJ.
nattering away and around the
Having helped with the setup of
corner came the support vehicle.
Brad‟s kit, a couple more beers
She‟d gone to almost every
were opened.
supermarket between Bingley and
(continued overleaf)
Wetherby before finding any
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Soon it was time for the festivities to begin. We joined
our illustrious Director (crawler – Ed.) for cocktails on
the lawn, well beer and a burger but you get the
picture. There was a weird looking tent over there as
well. Anyway, the whole crew were wrapped up like it
was winter, Sandra looked particularly fetching in her
Maggie Simpson “starfish” suit. It‟s just a shame that it
wasn‟t pink. So there we all were, some shivering in
their cold weather suits and me sweltering in vest and
shorts.
Eventually, people started drifting inside for the
evening‟s entertainment. Brad did a sterling job getting
the atmosphere suitably warm. The first band of the
weekend was Warrior, a cracking covers band. I know
what it‟s like being the opening band at a rally, until
everyone has relaxed into rally mode, it is a bit like
playing on the moon. The second set was a bit more
well-received, the “relaxation” was taking effect. My
own relaxation had well and truly gripped, so I can‟t
remember how they finished up. And I will admit to
even forgetting the band‟s name and I had to ask
Gordon Mac. I did however, get up and do a bit of “dad
-dancing” to some rock tunes. I believe there is a photo
somewhere. Kath, the bids for a donation to Yorkshire
Air Ambulance to prevent it being published start at
£10.And I don’t want any counter bids for publication.
Being the first rally of the year that I don‟t have to
work, it means that just like being on holiday, you
always have to overdo it on the first day, well I do
anyway. I think it was 3.30am when we finally poured
ourselves into our tent. Saturday, I awoke to a
reasonably pleasant day weather-wise, but it didn‟t
seem all that pleasant from inside my head. One of
these days, I‟ll try and make the ride out, if it sets off at
1.00pm that is.

After a gentle stroll around the custom show, (I‟d like
to see them get their big cars in there next year…), we
set our stall up to wait for the silly games to begin. Beer
and chairs at the ready, we waited, and we waited some
more, and just to make sure we waited a little bit
longer. It seems nobody wanted to play, not one
registration for making fools of themselves. So it was
once again Pimms o‟ clock. Over to Castle Gaunt for tea
and cucumber sandwiches on the lawn. The usual
banter erupted, (by the way, did anyone get a picture of
that disabled tent?), but this time, nobody seemed to
standing around in their sleeping bags.
Time to repair to the bar for the evening, Brad doing
his stuff until the weekend‟s second band fired up. I
had looked at the rally flyer earlier and felt a little
dismayed that Rock Legacy had been booked for a third
time. Imagine my surprise when they kicked off their
first set. They have changed their name to Equirox and
the singer is and old mate of mine. Bob did a brilliant
job considering he had only just joined them, two
rehearsals and one gig before they came to us. It did
help that they were doing stuff he has done in the past.
Bob is one of those who gives everything the rockstar
treatment and he didn‟t disappoint.
Again, Brad‟s disco wound into the wee small hours
and again, dad-dancing had to happen. One of these
days I‟ll realise what an old fool I really am, but not just
yet eh?

Entertainment done, Colin and Liz put Brad to bed and
we sat up for a while. Stef and Jenny joined us for a
nightcap and we talked nonsense, as is usual at that
time of night. The morning came all too soon as did the
depression of packing up and leaving yet another rally.
I think everyone who attended enjoyed what turned out
to be a magnificent weekend, I know Carol and I
The ride out (I believe) ended up at Helmsley, a place
certainly did and we are looking forward to next year‟s
close to my heart as it is the home of the Farmyard
event. It must have been a good one, even Elvis was in
Party. Some even ended up dining in our favourite café the building...
– The Old Police Station, a biker friendly café that
Oh yes, we could have done with a few more wasps…
needs an Aire Valley HOG sticker in their window.
Dave & Carol Malt

A Pat on the Back
Good morning Mike, just wanted to pass an all our
thanks to you and all your team for an excellent
rally. Our first for some time and well worth the
journey. The young 16 year old we had with us for
his first rally was gob smacked by it all. Kept
commenting on how soooo friendly everyone was.
He will be on a bike very soon and has just
convinced his mum and dad to do the same !!!!!!!!
You guys did so well – thanks again
John and Lynne from Brighton
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This is the first edition of our
AVT magazine put together by
Dave Malt, I would like to thank
him for all is hard work. He has
done a great job following on
from Ian in keeping the
standards so high. I receive
copies of all the UK Chapter
magazines, and although I may
be biased I think we have the
best and most professional of
the lot.
I attended The Ridings Rally,
and what a fantastic weekend it
was, great bands on both
nights, Master DJ Brad and
Elvis was in the house.
I would first like to thank Les
Tyas and Tony Burns, without
them arriving early Friday
morning and quite frankly
working there xxxxx off all
morning we would not have had the
site ready in time for your arrival.
Thank you both. I never understood
the effort and hard work it takes to
organise a club rally until this year.
Gordon MacFarlane has again done
a remarkable job, he was there on
Thursday unloading the stage, dance
floor, banners, registration tent,
games props, show prizes and much,
much more. I would like to offer
Gordon both my thanks and my
gratitude for all his hard and effort
in bringing such a great event
together.
The one disappointing fact about
our own Ridings Rally was that out
of the 286 members of our Chapter
only 50 preregistered, that is less
than 1/5th of the membership very
disappointing. I do understand our
rally falls in-between the Sofa Rally
and Thunder in the Glens, and in
the main holiday period and that
may be to blame. With that in mind
I propose we change our rally date
to 1st to 3rd July for next year, I am
told by HOG that there are no other
rallies on that weekend.

Mare is 29th April to 2nd May
2011 Tickets @ £30 each are on
sale from 1st October 2010
We now have some dates for
Aire Valley events next year.
Masham Weekend 6th May
2011
Hog on the Humber 3rd to 5th
June 2011 at Brantingham
Park Hull in aid of children‟s
charities in the Yorkshire area.
Druid Run 25th June 2011, our
Coast to Coast run in aid of the
Air Ambulance
The Ridings Rally will be held
1st to 3rd July 2011 at Wetherby
Race Course.
& European Bike Week Faaker See
rallies. All great fun, but in general
at most of the UK rallies
attendances have been down on
previous years.

Pre-registration forms will be
available in the spring so please do
register for your own club events.

I would also appreciate any
members attending any other clubs
Harley–Davidson have now
events or going anywhere there are
announced the dates for the Harley bikes, taking along our event flyers
Euro fest St Tropez Rally. It will take and distributing them. You can
place on 12th to 15th May 2011.
collect them from Andy Hannam at
20th Annual European HOG Rally
any of our club meetings during the
will be held in, Biograd, Croatia
riding season or I can post some out
on the 26th – 29th May 2011
to you.
Vienna Harley Days 13th – 15th May
2011

As you know we have a text
messaging service available for all
members. We are upgrading the
Ireland Bike Fest 3rd – 6th June 2011 Blackberry to an iphone and there is
a new number 0797 127
Hamburg Harley Days 24th _ 26th
4372. Would all members wishing
June 2011
to receive club texts and regular
updates text their name, mobile
Barcelona Harley Days 8th – 10th
number and email address to this
July 2011
number
Berlin Harley Days 5th – 7th August
2011
Friendship Ride 12th – 14th August
2011

This year I have attended Fun in the European Bike Week Faaker See is
Sun St Tropez, Peak Riders,
September 6th to 11th 2011
Fenlanders, Wake the Lakes, Sofa,
Ridings, Essex, Aviemore, Sherwood 20th Cider Rally at Western Super

Sadly we are now heading towards
the end of this riding season so
make the most of what is left, enjoy
the ride, ride safe.
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E DITORIAL , I AN M C N EILL
It seems a long time since I penned my editorial for the
June 10 issue of the AVT, mainly because it's been a busy
summer for the two-wheeled steed.
Earlier in the year Dave Malt was appointed as Assistant
Editor and this issue of the AVT has been put together by
him. Many thanks to Dave for sharing the load after five
years of publishing the AVT on my own.
Just after the July meeting I left for this year's Euro-trip
which took me to the Picos Europa in northern Spain. A
wet and windy ride down to Portsmouth then 24 hours
on the ferry to Santander where we were greeted with 30
degrees and bright sunshine. The Picos National Park is
stunningly beautiful and despite its proximity to the busy
ferry port and coastal cities it feels very remote once you
leave the main road. Mile after mile of mountains, quiet
roads, switchbacks, fabulous vistas and tiny hamlets
scattered here and there. We spent four days in Spain
south of the Pyrenees and I can thoroughly recommend
that area.
After leaving the Picos we crossed the Pyrenees heading
north and became inveigled in the Tour de France
preparations. Quote of the week must go to my pal Mike
as we were gazing down at the road we had just travelled
up to the Col de Tormalet - "Fancy coming up there on a
piggin' push bike!" (See picture).
Striking north we decided to avoid anything that looked
like a highway so it took us five days to get back to Calais
and the Chunnel back to Blighty. All in all about 2,500
miles in great weather for the most part.
Mick Pierce's Zimmer Club has been active over the
summer as well. A splendid ride through the little-known
roads and villages of North Yorkshire, followed by a trip
over the moors to Castleton and Guisborough, was a
particularly enjoyable day, again ridden in nice weather
for the most part.
The Ridings rally started off in typical style - heaving
down with rain and strong winds on the Friday, but
thankfully the weather took a turn for the better on
Saturday and the ride out to Helmsley was ridden in
bright sunshine.
The annual Thunder in the Glens rally was next up on
August Bank Holiday weekend. Lots of Aire Valley
members made the 330 mile trip to Aviemore, most in
relatively small groups like the group I joined early on
the Friday morning for a nice gentle ride up the A68
through the borders. Around Edinburgh the traffic
managed to get in the way and I was left as Billy No-

Mates to complete the trip on my own. When we got
there Sue had arranged two adjacent houses as our
accommodation which turned out to be very
comfortable and convenient. After the Saturday rideout the club dinner was well-attended (over 35
members) and followed by a noisy evening of rock
music and frantic drumming.
The organisation of this rally is excellent and Dunedin
Chapter should be congratulated on their achievement.
On Sunday a small group of us left in the rain to do a
ride to Applecross recommended by a pal of Mick's.
Once north of Inverness the weather cleared and it
became a lovely trip, including a coffee stop at a little
gem of a hotel in Achnasheen. See picture showing
Mick discarding his over-trousers, with a little help
from his "friend". The highlight of the trip however was
the Cattle pass - a road which rises in a series of
switchbacks up to over 2,000 feet before plunging
down to the ocean at the tiny hamlet of Applecross on
the western coast. After lunch we followed the coast for
miles with great views of the sea and mountains. We all
thought this was a fantastic ride so those who were
staying for Monday did it all again, this time taking
along those who had wimped out on Sunday.
Some people are bemoaning "yet another poor
summer". Personally I can't think of a single outdoor
event that I have had to cancel because of the weather
this year, and it's been a great biking summer with still
a couple of months to go.
If you joined the HOG mileage programme this year,
don't forget to return your completed forms to the
dealership on 31st October. Safe Biking.
Ian McNeill
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“Fancy coming up there on a piggin‟ pushbike?”
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E DITORIAL , D AVE M ALT
Right then, I‟ve been let out on my own so if you don‟t
like this issue then tough, that‟s all I can say…!
Hasn‟t the year gone quickly? It doesn‟t seem two
minutes since we were preparing for the first MAG
rally and now we are almost at the close of the biking
season. There will no doubt be some of us hardy souls
who will still venture out, and I‟ll keep on riding until
the council start spreading their cra, sorry, bike-eating
grit on the potholes..
It isn‟t quite over for us just yet, Carol and I have two
more rallies to attend before it is over for the year. If
“Spat Out of Hull” and the North West Harley Club‟s
“Shindig” are as good as the rest of them, then it will
have been a good year.
We started the year at MAG‟s “Into the Valley” at its new home at South Dalton. The new site, although a bit out
of the way, is perfect and I think everyone had a grand old time. It rained all the way there on the Thursday
evening and I had to put the tent up in the rain. As soon as the tent was up the blasted rain stopped. I put on
some dry clothes, opened a beer and all was well with the world. Friday is our busy day, getting the PA system
up and running ready for the council to come and give us their decision as to whether it is too loud. Two bands
on Friday, nice and steady. Four on Saturday gave us a few headaches. The headline band was Da Silva, long
standing friends of ours through the music biz, and they dragged me up on stage to sing Paranoid with them, oh
what fun.
The Farmyard Party gets better every year. We‟re up there from the Tuesday before the rally weekend cos
there‟s a lot to do, including having a beer or two on an evening. The weather was glorious until Thursday
afternoon when it came in quite chilly. Still, 8,500 or so people through the gate made for a brilliant weekend.
The Yorkshire Pudding rally in South Yorkshire is a sell-out every year and this 7th YPR was no exception. Good
weather, good bands, good people all made for another successful MAG rally. One of the highlights was The
Rogue Hearts. This band is made up of 13/14 year olds, the guitarist being Steve Murgatroyd‟s lad Billy. They
had a bit of a tough spot following Rick Hulse‟s Smacked Arse Comedy Club, but they dealt with it with
consummate ease. Quite a few of the punters stayed and enjoyed some classic rock songs that were hits long
before they were even thought about. Book this band before you can‟t afford them.
The Ridings Rally followed on the weekend after the YPR and it is the first rally where I don‟t have to work.
Elsewhere in this issue I have written a review of the rally from a drunk‟s – sorry, punter‟s point of view.
The Baildon HD rally over the Bank Holiday was another great weekend. Spending time (and money) between
the rally site and the pub and made more new friends. A few Aire Valley people attended the rally and we
camped up there even though we only live ten minutes away (it keeps the drunken idiot of the streets). A load
more AV members turned up for the ride out to Harewood House on the Sunday afternoon. It was estimated
that there were around 500 bikes on the ride. Baildon was closed to traffic and the public lined the streets to
watch and get in the way as they tried to get better photos.
Onto the club‟s Poker Run. A splendid ride out taking in the wonderful Dales villages of Cracoe, Grassington,
Hebden, Greenhow, Norwood Edge and Halifax. Should I mention the “wrong” Devonshire Arms? No, I‟d better
not, I don‟t want to get taken round the back of the bike sheds for a damned good drubbing.
The weather remained good for the day, but hoo-boy was it windy coming back from Greenhow towards
Blubberhouses. I felt like I was doing 90, looked at the clock and it said 60. A bite to eat at the Sun, then back to
the Hunter‟s for the final throw and I WON, woo hoo! Of course being the generous soul that I am, the prize
money went straight back into the pot.
I‟ve just ordered my new 2011 bike hoping it will come before the VAT rise in January. I‟m not saying what it is,
but hell, this ain‟t a rehearsal, this is the big show. Do it now, do it right and most of all, enjoy life.
Th, th, th, th, that‟s all folks
Keep the shiny bit up.
Dave
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Firstly, a big welcome to Dave Malt as our
new AVT Editor. And a big thanks to Ian
McNeill for his stewardship of the AVT
during the last couple of years. The
magazine has come a long way since its
inception in 1997 and now presents itself as
a highly readable and professionally
produced mag. But the quality of the mag
depends on the articles that we, the
members, send to the Ed. That’s a prompt
for members to put pen to paper!
With my Safety Officer hat on, there hasn‟t
been much to report or comment on so far
this season (and that‟s good news). The
standard of riding on the club ride-outs is
generally good and from a road captains‟
point of view, when rides include riders
from other chapters/clubs, the Aire Valley
riders stand out head and shoulders above
the rest. Aire Valley members are well versed at riding in a large group and generally make
life easy for the road captains by watching their mirrors and moving over to let them pass
when re-joining the front of the ride for drop off duties. All the road captains appreciate
this; watching your mirrors is so important when riding in a large group.
I am in the process of recruiting new road captains for next season and hope to be able to
give more details before the end of this riding season. Without the road captains we would
not be able to safely organise and conduct the clubs ride-outs. With this in mind, if you are
an experienced rider, can attend most of the monthly ride-outs, and are interested in
becoming a road captain, please have a word with me.
And now I‟m asking for some help from members. Coming up with new routes each season
for the monthly rides is a headache. A headache that paracetamol doesn‟t cure! So come on,
it‟s time to put on your thinking caps and think of all those interesting places you‟ve visited
and journeys you‟ve travelled over the years. A good Sunday ride-out should be about 125150 miles, include a good place to stop for lunch (either a venue that can cater for a large
group or a town with a mix of places to eat), and maybe a coffee stop before lunch. Petrol
stops can be added later as necessary. Please give it some serious thought and have a word
with me or any of the road captains if you have any suggestions. Even if it‟s just a good
destination and you want to leave the route planning to the road captains!
And lastly, I have added the answers to the Safety Officer quiz on the website. So if you have
trouble sleeping, have a gander!

Tony Burns
Head Road Captain and Safety Officer
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I guess it‟s some time since most of us picked up the Highway Code to refresh our memory? Maybe you think you
don‟t need to as you have a pretty good knowledge of the code and protocols - even if you haven‟t looked at the
code since you passed your test.
Well, let‟s see how well you do with the following questions! Hopefully it will be a bit of fun and maybe at the end
of it you may decide to brush up on the Highway Code and safety issues.
Q 1. Do Vehicle & Operator Services Agency Officers have powers to stop vehicles on all roads?
Q 2. Do Highways Agency Traffic Officers have powers to stop vehicles on all roads?
Q 3. When should you flash your headlights and for what purpose?
Q 4. When can you use your horn?
Q 5. Unless otherwise instructed, what is the speed limit for cars and motorcycles on a dual carriage way?
Q 6. When road conditions are good, should you leave a gap of 2, 3 or 4 seconds between you and the vehicle in
front?
Q 7. At 50mph, what is the guideline stopping distance in metres?
Q 8. As your speed doubles, does your braking distance double, treble, or quadruple?
Q 9. On roads with double white lines where the line nearest you is solid (unbroken), under what circumstances
can you cross the solid white line?
Q 10. There are five coloured road studs or cats eyes, can you list them and state where on the carriageway, each is
used?
Q 11. If a pedestrian has started to cross a road you intend to turn into, who has priority?
Q 12. At roundabouts, are the directional lane arrows compulsory when choosing the approach lane? (e.g. the
arrows pointing left, right, straight ahead)
Q 13. On the motorway, amber flashing matrix signs often display a speed limit. Is this a compulsory speed limit?
Q 14. If the matrix sign displays red flashing lights and contain an X in your lane, what does this mean?
Q 15. When entering a motorway via a slip road, there is usually an area dividing the slip road from lane one of the
motorway. This area contains chevrons or cross hatchings that are bordered by a solid white line. Can you enter
this area when joining the motorway?
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Q 16. On non motorway roads, there are lane dividers that contain cross hatchings that are bordered by
broken white lines. Can you enter the cross hatched area?
Q 17. Road signs divide into three main types. Circular signs give orders, triangular signs warn, and rectangular
signs inform. There are a few exceptions to the shapes (and colours) of which there are two very important
exceptions. Can you name them and explain why they are so shaped?
Q 18. There are eight road signs that feature animals in the red triangular warning signs.
Can you name them?
Q 19. What is the background colour of primary route signs?
Q 20. What is the background colour of motorway signs?
Q 21. What is the colour of non-primary (local) signs?
Q 22. Where would you see a St Andrews Cross?
Q 23. What is the distance between the 3, 2 and 1 exit warning markers on motorways?
Q 24. At 70mph, how many metres do you travel per second, 21, 31, 0r 41?
Q 25. When joining a motorway via a slip road, should you match your speed to that of the traffic on the
motorway, go slower, or go faster?
Q 26. When joining a motorway via a slip road, why is it advisable to get onto the motorway at the earliest
opportunity?
Q 27. What is the law of physics that keeps a moving motorcycle upright, centrifugal, hydroscopic or
gyroscopic?
Q 28. What is the minimum legal age that a person can ride pillion on a motorcycle?
Hopefully, you‟ve had a bit of fun answering the above questions and maybe learnt something?
Tony Burns
Head Road Captain and Safety Officer
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On Saturday 12th June, seven ladies took part in a pre
-CBT session at LSM in Leeds. Two ladies have since
booked their CBT so good luck to them.
Thanks go to Lynn & Grumpy for their support to
LOH with coffee, band aid and cheers.
Wendy
Ed. Wendy doesn‟t say if the band aid was actually
needed or if there were any tears and tantrums. But I
extend my best wishes and all good luck to those
taking their CBT‟s and hope they go on to pass the full
bike test.

H OG ON THE H UMBER
Thursday the 9th September 2010 was the day that a cheque for £2000 was officially handed over by Rob
Mitchelmore to Ben Hodgson, this years HOG On The Humber benefactor. Ben, who is ten and suffers with
Muscular Dystrophy, did us the big honour of setting us off at the Humber Bridge with those famous words
"Start Your Engines"
Both Ben‟s Father and Grandfather work for Rob as Instructors at the Defence School of Transport (DST) at
Leconfield and in the picture are some of the vehicles and equipment that is taught at DST, a Husky and a
Jackal armoured vehicle used on operations in Afghanistan. We all hope that the monies you raised at this
year‟s event go to making Ben‟s life a little bit easier with the installation of a lift in his home.

Left to right are Karl Hodgson (Ben‟s dad) Ben Hodgson, Brian Hodgson (granddad), Janet (family friend) Rob
Mitchelmore. HOH organiser.
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The brochure was quite specific. „This is not a
holiday, it‟s an adventure‟. Sounded perfect.
As many of you know, every year I head out
for a „Boy‟s Own‟ adventure, trying to prove to
myself that I am not getting older. This year it
was to be riding a Royal Enfield 350 Bullet
through the Himalayas to the border with
Tibet. All its 16 horsepower was going to be
needed to haul my ass up some of the steepest
trails known to man, particularly once we got
in to thin oxygen, but if it was game, so was I.
I met up with some of my co-travellers at
London Heathrow as I boarded the flight to
Delhi, picked up a few more in Chandigarh
and then found the last few at the hill station
of Shimla, where we were to begin our
journey.
The briefing was brilliant. We learned the most important part of the bike was the horn, a fact that was born out
every day that we were on the road. We were given a price list of what it would cost to repair the bike when, not
if we crashed and were reminded that the gears and footbrake were on the opposite sides to normal and that the
gears were upside down. A few other pleasantries and off to the bar. This had all the hall marks of a trip to
remember.
The first day was spent familiarising ourselves with the bikes. Two hours in and I rounded a bend to be
confronted with the unholy trinity of disasters, one that I am sure you have all faced. Landslide, cow and
monkey attack. Grab the front brake, stamp down with the right foot, but that of course just changed gear and
over the handlebars I went in to a pile of rocks on the edge of the road. Helmet, shoulder, elbow, hip and then
boot was the impact sequence. Inconveniently my foot got caught between two boulders as my body kept going
and I felt something give. My new friends came to the rescue, hauling me upright and picking up the bike and
the orthopaedic surgeon who was travelling as part of the back up team confirmed I had broken my ankle.
Nothing else for it. Pain killers, elastic bandage and tighten the boot. Back on the bike and off we go, two more
weeks of riding.
The scenery was breath taking; the people were unbelievably welcoming and the adventure everything I had
wanted it to be. We rode different distances every day, depending on the conditions. Some days we only
managed 50 miles in 10 hours as the road had been washed away or removed by landslides. Other days there
was tarmac and we could ride at heady speeds of 40 miles an hour! Mud so deep that the bikes stayed up when
you dismounted, fog so thick that you could only see the bus coming towards you 20 yards away and thousand
foot drops off the unprotected side of the rode became the norm. On the positive side, the first 100 miles were
through fields of cannabis, the temples were amazing and the atmosphere indescribable.
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I rode through rivers, ended up under a bus trapped under my bike, was hit by a boulder falling off a cliff which
left an amazing bruise before taking off my indicator and denting the front forks and I wouldn‟t have had it any
other way. I got to build a cairn for Sandra‟s father who sadly died earlier this year at a place that was so close to
heaven you could reach out and touch it. I watched the sun come up over the most beautiful mountains in the
world. I watched it set whilst the most contented kids I have ever met played around me. I stumbled across a
local wedding and was invited in to drink moonshine and take photographs. They talk of people experiencing a
„Himalayan Moment‟, where life becomes clearer and emotions take over. I have to admit I selfishly had many.
I would thoroughly recommend the trip to anyone considering pushing the envelope and would leave you with
the thought that the oldest rider was Father Ted, clocking in at an impressive 82. He rode everywhere that we
did, just went to bed a bit earlier! I have over a thousand photos, so think twice before asking to see them.
Steve King

M AD B RAD ’ S 21 ST
Cast your mind back into the mists of time, well April 2010 actually, a certain DJ of our acquaintance turned 21.
Mad Brad Watmuff stipulated that there was a strict dress code and that was that girls dressed as boys and vice
versa.
It was a hot day, so Carol and I set out on the bike to have a look round the charity shops. I had a vague idea
about how I was going to dress, it was just finding the right look, and the right size dress to fit. Otley has more
than its fair share of charity shops and we wandered for what seemed like hours. Eventually, there it was, the
right size, the right colour and best of all the right shape (it didn‟t have one).
I didn‟t have the heart to frighten the elderly gentlefolk therein by trying the thing on in the shop, so we bagged
the thing and repaired to the chippy to have a spot of lunch. We came back the “long way round” and called in to
see Colin and Liz for a natter and pot of tea to see how things were going, and if they needed anything. Questions
were asked about my attire, but I said it was a surprise and they must all wait.
As soon as I walked through the door, there were howls of laughter, various name-calling episodes (I‟ll let you
make your own minds up from the photo), and the ubiquitous “Hell I don‟t fancy yours much…!”.
Suffice to say, the party went exceedingly well. Everyone enjoyed themselves, helped along by copious amounts
of that mucky beer and other intoxicants.

Brad dressed to kill and Liz as a bisexual (she couldn’t
make up her mind)

l-r Colin, Garry and Dave
Now can we join LOH?
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T HE H ISTORIAN - 1999
1999 started the year with The 1st Aire Valley Chapter Charity Dinner, at the Metropol in Leeds, in February.
This was arranged by Gordon & Judith Macfarlane, and with the exception of the band, an up and coming
teenage band called the Rockabeats, arranged by Tooty, and played free of charge as you would expect. Our
guests included Gary Brumfitt, MD of Harley-Davidson UK, Daniela Gabriel, Manager of HOG Europe, Paul and
Wendy Ellegard of Fernett Insurance, to name but a few. The event was organised to present Muscular
Dystrophy with a cheque for £5275.00 (the monies being raised from, the York Invasion Rally of 98 and a raffle
on that night) and also to thank the sponsors and all the members who were involved. In true Aire Valley style,
the party was still going on at 4am.

The York Invasion of 98 won the HOG Event of the year, and around 24 members of the chapter went to the
1999 HOG Hop in March. The trophy was presented to Andy Sedman on behalf of the chapter, and again in true
Aire Valley style, the celebrations went on until early hours of the morning. Straight after the HOG HOP, Gordon
Macfarlane flew straight to Glasgow to pick up his newly painted tartan bike!!!
During the year of 99, there were only 16 dealers, 10 UK chapter rallies, and the European Rally at Cheltenham.
This meant that there was a hardcore of members who were at nearly all the rallies: Alan and Leslie Bailey, Dean
And Yvonne Dwan, Mally and Sharon Smith, Albert and Dianna Walker, Trevor and Sharon Smith, Mile Gaunt,
Don Saunders, Julian Marshall, Don Lamb, Steve and Mary Hedley, Stonks, Mick Moore, Billy Clubb, Eric
Chambers, John Gibson, Roger Widdup, Richard and Linda Wilton, Ian Towler, Gordon and Judith Macfarlane,
Kim and Gary Lowndes, Martin Price, Viv and Andy Sedman, Andy Jones and Johnny no Bike. This is just a few
of them.
During April, the Chapter organised and Easter egg run to St Martin‟s Hospice, and also presented them with a
cheque for £1300.00 and also organised its first ever new member‟s ride out.
In May, Andy Jones, Gordon & Judith Macfarlane completed the MENCAP 99 run. This entailed visiting all the
H-D Dealerships in the UK, Ireland (Dublin) and the Channel islands. It took just under 2 weeks but they were
the first to complete the ride, and raising over £2500 for MENCAP. Watching Andy on his stretched Dyna Wide
Glide doing 3 point turns in Jersey just to get around the very narrow roads is something to that will not be
forgotten quickly. Over 2500 miles were covered on that trip, and the welcome that was given from the
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T HE H ISTORIAN - 1999
dealers was excellent. At the end of May, Eddy Wright asked us if we would attend the Driffield Truck Show, as
he had a stand there. Around 30 bikes turned up on the Sunday to go round the parade ground. Eddy was
pleased with turnout.
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T HE H ISTORIAN - 1999
The Chapter or Aire Valley Branch (as it was now called, the local branch of the Angels objected us being called
a chapter) held its 2nd York Invasion. The rally itself was a success in the respect of giving the punters a good
time. Financially it made a small loss, but the club could ride the loss and it was soon forgotten about. It was the
lousy August weather again that killed it, with only around 500 people attending. Bon Jordie and Limehouse
Lizzie were the bands playing over the weekend, with John Butler (an AV member) doing the Disco. According
to the rumours, the brown tent selling the cheap beer was the place to be at £1.50 per pint. All bar staff for that
weekend were “chapter members” and worked hard for just a solitary drink on Sunday when everyone else had
gone home. Honest Guv.
Over the year the club had plenty of other Social activities arranged. There was a Hog roast and disco at the
Drovers Inn at Bishop Thornton, a charity toy run, an Easter egg run, bowling nights, shooting days plus the
ride outs. The rideouts averaged around 45 bikes visiting the usual haunts, N Yorks, S Yorks., Lincolnshire, the
East coast and the Peak District. At the time there was no Head road captain, Mark Hemmingway was
nominated to sort out the rideouts, they were published in the previous magazine, and they fell on the 1 st
Sunday of every month.
The year ended with a Christmas Party at the Fishermans Hut in Leeds. Fancy Dress was the order of the day
and most people made the effort. Again, a good night by all.
The Officers during 1999 were:
Director:

Paul Moody

Asst Director

Mark Hemmingway

Secretary

Kim Lowndes

Treasurer

Peter Grimshaw

Activities Off.

Dave Collins

Editor

Bill Clubb

Photographer

John Saunders

Total number of members in 1999 was 185
Pictures of most of these events can be seen on the club website, and follow the Picasa link. Anyone who has any
photos that they would like putting on the website, please contact me.
Gordon Macfarlane.
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A B EGGING L ET TER FROM M UTCH
This is a tricky letter to write as I‟m treading on
sensitive ground. MAG is at something of a turning
point and as your club has demonstrated recognition
of our value by affiliating to us I‟m giving it a go.

MAG has been highly imaginative in refining its
operations to maximize the value of every penny our
members trust us with. We now have the most
professional and motivated team in the organisation‟s
history and having been in MAG since its inception in
1973 I can say that for a cast iron certainty.

As editor of MAG‟s magazine „The ROAD‟ I am getting
more and more emails from clubs telling me about the
great work they are doing raising thousands of pounds We want to put Paddy Tyson on full time to ensure we
for charities and asking me to publicise their good
don‟t slide backward and lose the gains we‟ve made.
work. This is truly commendable stuff and since you
Furthermore that we build on the connections made
are affiliated to MAG I do honour the offer of profile in and the respect which our efforts have earned us.
our magazine and give space to your efforts.
We appreciate that not every member of every affiliate
The irony however is that motorcycling is in danger of club will upgrade to individual MAG membership but
generously funding every good cause except its own
in the absence of that dream we are inviting you all to
consider MAG when identifying the beneficiaries of
survival.
fund raising.
Over the last couple of years MAG has been hit very
hard by poor weather that has drastically cut profits
MAG currently has 160 affiliated clubs that represent
from our major events. In the absence of a dramatic
around 50,000 riders. If each club raised just 50p per
increase in membership numbers we are struggling to member for MAG in an entire year then we could
meet the commitments and exploit the opportunities
guarantee employing Paddy for the next year at least.
that our enhanced profile in political circles has
As Brussels is hatching more measures to control
provided.
motorcycling and access to it, our efforts are more vital
MAG is first and foremost a lobbying organization
than ever. Never believe the tired chant that
whose role is to protect biking from unhelpful
„politicians do not listen.‟ They do if we can get to them
legislation. With this in mind and a General Election in but if riders do not join or fund the groups that provide
the offing we engaged the services of Paddy Tyson, a
them with a voice then our ability to project those
former regional MAG rep and inspired motivational
views is strangled.
character. Paddy‟s main role was to run a campaign in
We believe that riders who join clubs are lifetime
the lead up to the General Election. This he did under
enthusiasts who will recognize the crucial importance
the banner of „Riders Are Voters.‟
of MAG‟s work and that is why MAG places a high
Meetings were arranged nation-wide for riders to meet priority on recruiting clubs. We keep affiliate
parliamentary candidates for the purpose of educating membership fees nominal to establish communication
them about rider issues. Motorcycle dealerships were
links with as many riders as possible but those fees
used as venues for the meetings and all candidates,
alone do not represent significant income.
many of whom are now MPs, declared themselves
I hope that you may consider publishing these words
highly impressed with the initiative.
in your club magazine or website. MAG is happy to
On taking office the new Roads Minister, Mike
reply to any points or criticism raised and eager for any
Penning, who had attended one of the MAG hustings, suggestions you may have.
immediately requested a meeting with MAG to discuss
the debacle over the new motorcycle test.
Safe riding
After arguing this one for years, the test is now going
to be reviewed and MAG is at the centre of the
Ian Mutch MAG President
discussions that will determine its new form.
This kind of credibility does not come as the result of a
single letter or a single street demonstration or by the
bike press calling for reform and claiming the glory
when it comes. Real success comes from never ending
effort to work our way inside the bodies that control
our fate. It means being articulate, well informed and
politely persistent. It means being at all the meetings
to which we are invited and taking part in the
consultative process. This all costs a lot of money and
cannot be conducted by enthusiasts in their spare time
when they have full day jobs.
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D EALERSHIP N EWS
The launch of the 2011 models is scheduled for the weekend of the 2nd and 3rd October. Unfortunately this is
much later than anticipated and regrettably clashes with Ride to the Wall. Nearly all the new model year bikes
are in the showroom now as are most of the demo models including the „48‟, 1690cc tourer and the reintroduced Deluxe with ABS for anyone wanting to come and have a try. If the event has already happened then
thankyou to all those members who were able to come down and help us out with the event.
Special offer for the weekend only is 20% of all part accessories and motor clothing unless already at special
prices. We have also started a reward booklet which needs collecting from the shop if you have not already
collected it. This is something new as a thank-you for the support you have all given us over the last couple of
years since the change of ownership.
Anyone who is currently considering buying a new Harley-Davidson needs to be considering doing so before the
end of the year to avoid the impending VAT increase. The bikes will need to be paid for prior to 23 rd December
as we will be closed from that date until 5th January. If we need to store the bike until 1st March we will work
around that although storage space will be limited.
On a different note Honda is now fully open, feel free to come down and have a look round. We should see the
Leeds site becoming much busier as we move into the new season in 2011 and would hope that we will become a
destination venue for riders in the foreseeable future.
We also have a couple more exciting initiatives on the go for further development of the site here in Leeds and
will keep you all posted as we get more information over the coming months.

2011 Sportster Forty Eight

2011 Softail Deluxe

2011 Streetglide
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O THER S TUFF
New Members at 24 Sept 2010
Andrew Ainge

Leeds

Gill Andrews

Thirsk

Rob Atkinson & Gail Merralls

Harrogate

Keith Batchelor

Leeds

John Dyson

Wakefield

Dorian Burrows

Bradford

John Davey

Leeds

Dan & Maureen Dean

Sheffield

James Harrison

Leeds

Jamie Linsdell

Harrogate

Graham Metcalfe

Bradford

Keith Weedall

Teeside

Bringing our total membership to 300
(231 members plus 69 associates)
Leeds

113

Bradford

49

Burton on Trent

1

Darlington/Teesside/Thirsk

6

Devon

1

Doncaster

4

Dublin

3

Halifax

13

Harrogate

14

Huddersfield

9

Hull

2

Indiana

1

Lancs/Lincs/London

6

Norway

1

Rotherham/Barnsley

4

Sheffield

8

Wakefield

38

York

27

Space Filler
A biker was riding along a California coast road when
suddenly, the sky clouded over and in a booming
voice, the lord said “Because you have been faithful
to me in all ways, I will grant you one wish.
The biker pulled over and said “Build a bridge to
Hawaii so I can ride over anytime I want”
The lord said “Your request is materialistic, think of
the enormous challenges for that kind of
undertaking. The supports required to reach the
bottom of the Pacific! The concrete and steel it would
take! It will nearly exhaust several natural resources.
I can do it, but it is hard for me to justify you desire
for worldly things. Take a little more time and think
of something that would honour and glorify me.”
The biker thought for sometime, finally he said “lord,
I wish that I could understand my wife. I want to
know how she feels inside, I want to know what she‟s
thinking when she gives me the silent treatment, why
she cries, what she means when she says nothing is
wrong, how can I make a woman truly happy?”
The lord replied “How many lanes do you want on
that bridge?”

Tattoo of the year

I SSUE : S EPTEMBER 2010

P AGE 19

MAG N EWS
New European MOT
The EU announced fresh plans on 02 September that could mean a super-MoT, roadside spot checks for bikes
and further restrictions on bike modification.
The European Commission has just launched an internet consultation on Periodic Technical Inspections (PTI)
for motor vehicles and their trailers, but the consultation runs for less than a month.
The consultation envisages harsh and costly new measures that go far beyond the current MoT system familiar
to riders across the UK, including;
· road-side spot-checks specifically for motorcycles
· inspection of after-sale upgrades, replacement parts and modifications
· EU member states to swap information about individual vehicles
· additional inspections whenever the vehicle changes hands
· increased test fees (up to 30% extra)
· all EU countries to adopt the harshest test conditions currently found in any member state
Nich Brown, General Secretary of MAG(UK), said “the scope of this consultation confirms that the EU is
contemplating a draconian and expensive burden on riders. All riders need to act now to challenge the
potential excesses of yet another pan-European system that fails to meet the needs of individual nations.”
The Commission say they are inviting comment from citizens as well as organisations and public authorities
from all EU member states. But whilst the consultation questionnaire allows for individuals and organisations
to vote for more sensible options, the only way to respond appears to be via an online form that has hardly been
designed to let the rider‟s voice be clearly heard. For example, the consultation question asking what category of
vehicle you usually drive gives no option to say motorcycle - only „none of the above‟.
The usual suspicions about the questionnaire design abound, for example riders and drivers are asked if they
have been involved in a road accident or vehicle breakdown, but not whether any accident or breakdown
was caused by a vehicle defect that might be detected in the super-MoT or by a roadside spot-check
The EU and national Governments are said to be “at one in wishing to ensure that the EU Single Market works
as efficiently as possible and that the administrative burden is reduced, in the interests of citizens.” The irony of
this statement is that were the most extreme of the options to be adopted almost every EU citizen with a vehicle
would face a far greater burden than they do now.
The other main policy objectives are reducing the number and severity of road accidents and to reduce
emissions from road vehicles. Official statistics indicate that just 1% of motorcycle crashes in Great Britain
involve a vehicle defect, whilst pan-European research suggests similarly low figures elsewhere, even in
countries that have no periodic inspection.
This suggests there may be relatively little benefit from the current UK system based on annual MoT testing and
certainly does not provide a strong argument for tightening MoT controls or introducing road side checks.
The European Union is asking riders and others to vote on what should be done:
Option 1: No change.
Option 2: Encourage agreements and exchange of information between Member States, but no new legislation.
Option 3: Mutual recognition of national tests, an information campaign in countries where the test quality is
thought to be low and exchange of best practices among countries
(continued p18)
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E VENTS
An Invitation from the Peak Riders

We would like to invite you to the 5th Peak District Rally, 10th to 12th June 2011 and once again the Peak
Riders H.O.G Chapter are holding the rally at the fantastic venue of the Peveril of the Peak Hotel which has 3
Star Accommodation which dates back to the 1830's and is located in the picturesque and quaint setting of
Dovedale in the Peak District National Park. The rally offers guests the perfect opportunity to relax and unwind
amidst a uniquely charismatic and beautiful setting of The Peveril of the Peak Hotel while enjoying stunning
scenery, mouth watering meals and a warm welcoming and friendly atmosphere.
Pre-Booking ticket prices will be £25 per person and include a commemorative rally pin, tee shirt and weekend
access to the rally . The booking form is available at the following address: http://www.peakriders.org/
indexrally.htm please book early as tickets are limited.
Accommodation at the Peveril of the Peak Hotel is only £75 per room per night, there is a meal package
available for all guests (hotel residents and non residents / campers) attending the rally if required at a cost of
£40.00 per person for the Friday 3 course evening meal, Saturday breakfast, Saturday 3 course celebration
evening meal and Sunday breakfast, that's only £10 per meal. Please let us know if you want the meal package
when filling in the booking form.
On-site camping is available and is free with on-site toilet facilities and there are various Bed and Breakfast
accommodation located only a few hundred yards from the rally venue if required.
If you do not want the meal package bar snacks will be available from 12noon until 7.30pm where the full bar
menu will be available along with the Peak Riders Burger and Chips for £6.10 and the usual snack station
selling tea, coffee & snacks (cake bars, crisps and chocolate) will be available at reception from 10am until
12pm.
Should you require any further information about the Rally or the Peak Riders Chapter please do not hesitate to
contact us at http://www.peakriders.org or email rally@peakriders.org
Regards
Joth
Director
Peak Riders
Chapter # 9943
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G OING

TO THE

D OGS ….

AIRE VALLEY NIGHT AT THE DOGS
MEADOWCOURT STADIUM, DONCASTER –
15TH OCTOBER 2010 – 7.30 pm

F

ollowing requests from members for another night out - the luxurious Private Executive Suite at Meadow Court Stadium has been
booked for Friday 15th October to offer you the 'best seats in the
house' and to give you a full view of the whole track.

The price is £20 per head which will include entrance to the track, programme, hot/cold buffet supper and disco at the end of racing. Tote
facilities are available.
Rooms are available a couple of miles away at The Travel Lodge Doncaster (M18/M180) - Hatfield Road - at a good price (£19-£25) if you
book early. Please see www.travelodge.co.uk for full details. Group
taxis from the hotel will be arranged.

Please email us at a-o@avhog.co.uk or call 07762005783 (Sue) to register your interest.
Maximum numbers for this event will be 55. Deposits will be taken at the next meeting
MICK & SUE PIERCE
ACTIVITIES OFFICERS
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S MALL A DS /N EWS
New EU MOT addendum
The EU public consultation into proposed changes to,
and harmonisation of, Periodic Technical Inspections
for vehicles, ended 24 September.
Many of the questions didn't let you answer 'no' for
example, you could only say how much you want the
test fee to rise, not that you are happy with the
current price!

Do you fancy a bit of extra bling on your sickle? If so
get your bits crystallised. Email the above address for
more info
New European MOT (cont)
/NB: All of the above options suggest the UK could
keep its MoT system
more-or-less as we know it/
Option 4: Impose through EU legislation a
harmonised system of PTI based on either
a)

the „Most Rigorous‟

b)

the „Medium Quality‟ or

c)

the „Least Rigorous‟ of the current national
tests.

MAG supports the pan-European campaign for
individual countries to continue to determine their
own national requirements for vehicle testing. The
campaign by dozens of riders groups across the EU is
being coordinated by the Federation of European
Motorcyclists Associations
http://www.fema-online.eu/index.php?page=rwt
The Motorcycle Action Group says that the best way
to achieve this, and to defend against moves toward
harmonisation around the most draconian form of
testing, is for riders and their representative groups
to support Option 1.

Perhaps the most leading question was the first one,
when you were asked if you have had an accident or
breakdown in the last 3 years. A 'yes' even if you ran
out of petrol or were hit from behind, will no doubt
lead strength to the argument that the MoT should be
tightened up. There seemed to be no other reason for
its inclusion.
The last comment box was "have you any additional
comments that may assist with PTI for vehicles and
their trailers" rather pre-supposes it has been
decided trailers shall be registered.
If you are a facebook user, please go here
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?
gid=116608511726843&ref=mf
and join the facebook campaign. According to FEMA,
100 people a day have been joining the facebook
group and FEMA web traffic has tripled in the last
month, so this is an issue riders feel strongly about.
http://www.fema-online.eu/index.php?page=rwt
Please have a look at the above to re-aquaint yourself
with the topic, but just to reiterate, there are various
issues arising from this consultation that are of
interest.
First, the timing of the public involvement- there
wasn't enough!
Second, the countries most effected don't use English
as their first language, yet the consultation is only
available in English.
Third, it's only available online.
Fourth, the nature of the questions makes it
impossible to answer as you may desire.
As more news of the bike-hating EU commission‟s
views on periodic testing comes through, I‟ll mention
it at meetings and on the AVH website.
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C APTION C OMPETITION
This Edition‟s Caption Competition

Wendy and Dave on the Kirkstall Flyer
Send in your suggested caption to editor@avhog.co.uk
and win a fine bottle of wine for the best suggestion
The winner of the last competition with:
“When I said „Pull the other one‟, I didn‟t mean at the same time”
is Graham Cloake and he wins a bottle of wine.

www.avhog.co.uk
http://picasaweb.google.com/102322754081651743232
for loads of pictures
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