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September….

July….

Welcome from
the Editor….
Greetings Friends and
welcome to the Autumn
edition of the Aire Valley
Times.

Heart & Soul Rally

Aire Valley Pie Run
October….

August…..

RTTW

Thunder in the Glens

And there’s MORE….

Also in this issue
Surprise Surprise Touring in the USA Carry on Cropton Masham Madness -

A 70th Birthday Ride
A Steve King Story
Gin & Beer Tasting
Our Aire Valley Weekend

And Someone Very Special had a birthday…

Wow what a busy summer
it’s been for us all. Our
chapter members have
done us proud, flying our
flag at several rallies and
spreading the word about
our humble but very proud
and loyal chapter. In
addition to Rallies, we’ve
had a couple of fantastic
weekends away in Cropton
sampling the Gin (don’t
mind if I do…) and our usual
break in Masham kicked off
with another of Mick’s
Magical Mystery Tours
(apparently he pulled a bit
of a “Steve King”) and fun
was had by all 
As always the magazine
couldn’t happen without all
your photographs and
contributions, so thank you
all and I hope you enjoy..

Nicola x
AVT Editor

Direct from the Top…. by Mike Gaunt
What a great riding season it’s been with some excellent Sunday &
Wednesday ride-outs. It’s particularly been a pleasure to see &
participate in so many impressive impromptu runs arranged by our
members throughout the year. Well done to everyone who
arranged or took part in these rides. The only thing wrong with this
year was that it seemed much too short, no sooner had I attended
the first ride of the season than it seemed I was about to attend the
last….

My first exploration in to Europe this year was once again
to EuroFest - Port Grimaud, St Tropez and it was a fantastic
rally. I’ve been to this rally every year since it started in
2001 and it just gets better. The headline band on the
Saturday night was Chrissie Hines and the Pretenders and
they were fantastic. For those of you that haven’t been, I
would highly recommend it.

June brought us our first rally in
Ilkley, Roar on the Moor which was
a great success. I spoke to many
people and nobody had anything
negative to say. It would seem
that members much preferred the
site to Brantingham and the food
was impressive. I would be
interested to know your thoughts
as we do need to know what you
would like to change – if anything,
for next time.

A week or two after my return from St Tropez I was on my
way to the Aire Valley Whitby Weekend. A grand time was
had by everyone I spoke to. On the Saturday afternoon I
invited members to join Sandra & I at our cottage for a few
beers & hotdogs and I think everyone had a good time.
The only negative thing were the hotdog rolls I had
ordered which were complete rubbish….

My next trip was to Harley Days held in the French Alps
town of Morzine. This is a rally I’d never heard of until this
year and then only from some friends in the Essex
Chapter. The rally took over the whole of the town,
which was closed off to all motor vehicles other than
motorcycles. There were three outside stages and a
main stage in the town square and there were lots of
restaurants, bars and clubs. All the ski lifts were running
so you could easily get to the mountain top restaurant
and bars if you wished. The whole place is surrounded
with the most fantastic roads to explore and there were
some impressive bands including Trust, Blues Brothers,
Vintage Trouble, Little Bob Blues Bastards, Sofat, Jonnie
Gallagher and the great Will Barber. I would certainly
recommend this rally as I believe it’s amongst the best
I’ve been to. It is biannual however so the next one
won’t be until 2019.

The one English rally I try never to miss came next and that’s the East of England Rally run by the
Fenlanders Chapter. It’s always very impressive and so very friendly, held in a laid back part of
the country. I’ve always had a splendid time here listening to first-class bands that play on until
the early hours.
From here it was on to Thunder in the Glens. As always very enjoyable and
celebrated roads. Need I say more?

Our annual Chapter
weekend in Masham in
September was once again
magnificent and everyone
that attended had a great
time.

Sadly my last event this year was the cancelled End of Season rally in Valkenberg but nevertheless
we had a dozen or more members visit the town in Holland for the weekend and what a terrific
time we had. On the Sunday I then travelled on to Saint-Valery-sur-Somme in France for a few
days, just because it seemed to me that the trip was a bit short.

It’s nearly Christmas, so remember our Annual Dinner & Dance
will be held on January 12th (it’s always the 2nd Friday in
January…) at the Parkway Hotel, Otley Road, Leeds. The hotel
have agreed to keep the rates the same as this year - £25 per
person including three course meal plus coffee, live band and
disco.

If you would like stay overnight, twin or double rooms will
only cost £50 including full English breakfast. Tickets are
limited and lots places have already been booked, so
don’t miss out on a great evening, book as soon as you
can with Sandra.

Finally, I would like to say an enormous THANK YOU to Allan
Ward and his band of Road Captains for making this year’s rideouts so interesting and successful, and for keeping all our
members who attend much safer. Their work marking the route
and the road junctions is unsurpassed, so well done and thank
you all, you are a great asset to the club.

Special thanks to Phil & Sandy,
Andy & Sharon and Ursula for
this year’s Roar on the Moor
and to Mick & Sue for the
brilliant weekends away.

Thanks also to Richard and
Andie for taking up the flack
as my assistants and I would
like to thank all the committee
members for their input and
support throughout the year

Most importantly, I would like to thank ALL members of Aire Valley UK for
their loyalty and support. Ride Safe.

Cheers, Mike
Mike Gaunt, Director, Aire Valley UK. Email: mike@mgcr.co.uk

Road Captain’s Ramblings…. By Allan Ward
Well we’re at that time of year again… The last planned ride out took
place on 15th October with a well-attended ride to the White Hart at North
Cave for Sunday lunch. You wouldn’t have thought we were in the middle
of October with the brilliant weather that we had for this ride. Once again
Tracy and her family did us proud with her wonderful home cooking, so
much so that we are already discussing what we can do next year.
This year we have had some great ride outs, 16 Sunday rides
along with Wednesday morning and evening rides. We only
had to cancel a couple but one was replaced by the Pie Run
organised by Sharon and Andy Dorsett and what a great
event it turned out to be with the prize winning butchers really
getting in to the event and already planning to defend their
title next year.

There’s been some great biking roads along the way
this year as well as fantastic scenery and I thank the
guys who have taken time to plan these routes, along
with all the road captains for their hard work keeping
everyone safe and on track. On the subject of Road
Captains, I may be looking for some new blood next
year so if you feel you are up for the challenge,
prepared to attend at least FOUR ride outs in the
season and possibly help plan, (not necessarily lead in
your first year) a ride, then please get in touch with
either myself or Clive to discuss further.

We’ve had a number of birthday
rides, and sadly one or two funeral
escorts, but these have all raised
money for the air ambulance fund.

We’ve also had some great rallies…. starting with the
Cider Rally in Western Super Mare which, thanks to
Sharon for organising the onsite accommodation, was
again a great weekend. Thunder in the Glen’s was a
great event with some brilliant bands, a great ride out
and a chance to catch up with some old mates. Once
again Dunedin chapter put on a fantastic event. It’s
well worth the trip if you can make it next year. The End
of Season Rally in Valkenburg Holland was cancelled
and no one seems to know why but those of us who
went to the town still had a great weekend.
This year the infamous five took a trip to Belgium, France and
Holland. Our stay in Bruges was highlighted by the evacuation of
our hotel when the fire alarm was activated. When I went back in
to the hotel to find our missing colleague, I found him sitting
casually in the room. He informed me that he knew the alarm was
going off as he had set it off by accident when fumbling for the
light switch…
Another event in Bruges was the pony and carriage ride round the town with a dead ringer for
Barrack Obama as our guide, oh and the horse farting in my face half the way round . France
was uneventful apart from a trip to a dealership and a new tyre for Dave’s bike, then we moved
on to Valkenburg for our last three nights before heading back via Rotterdam and the ferry to Hull.

In the next few weeks I will be putting the events calendar together with all the ride out dates and
as many rallies as I can find dates for next year, there will be a road captain’s meeting midJanuary when I will put names to the rides prior to putting the list on the dealership notice board
and web and face book pages.

As usual we are always looking for new places to visit on
our ride outs so if anyone has any ideas, maybe it’s
somewhere you’ve passed and thought that would be
worth a visit with the guys or somewhere you’ve heard
about and fancy a visit then please let us know and we
will try and fit them in.

Well I think that’s all from me so keep safe, if you’re
riding this winter keep the rubber on the road and
the shiny bits right side up.

Cheers Allan

Riding and Events List 2017
Including monthly club meetings
Club meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month at:
Yarnbury Rugby Club, Horsforth 19.30hrs
Aire Valley UK is not responsible for riders’ safety.
All riders attend events at their own risk and should have completed a disclaimer when joining/renewing membership.

All ride-outs will leave Leeds Harley Davidson at 10am prompt with full tanks please
Anyone wishing to have an informal ride on non club ride-out Sunday mornings should meet at Leeds Harley Davidson
for a 1000hrs start.

Date (s)
Nov 1st
Dec 6th

Days (s)

It will be up to those attending to organise the route and destination.

Event & Time

Location

Wednesday
AGM - Club Meeting - 7.30pm
Yarnbury Rugby Club
Wednesday
Club Meeting - 7.30pm
Yarnbury Rugby Club
This document is subject to change as the riding season progresses.

If you are looking at a paper copy, please ensure that you check the website for the up to date electronic version.

Aire Valley Social events
Aire Valley Ride-Outs
HOG & Other Chapter Events

NEW MEMBERS
Our Chapter currently has 207 members, with new members joining all through the year. New
members, or indeed existing members, can contact Sandy Greenham our Membership Officer
with any queries they may have at meetings, ride outs, rallies or by phone on 07896 138 113.

Sandy Says….

About you…. When new members join and attend their first meeting, I’ll
happily have a chat and explain the exciting activities, ride outs and
events that we have coming up. I’ll also give you an idea of what to
expect in your first months of joining the Club and if you have any
questions please ask!! If your first visit to an AV event is a Sunday ride
out, please come and find me, although I do have a habit of pitching
up to new members and saying Hi…
About me…. I joined Aire Valley 4 years ago as a single lady riding a
Harley with my daughter as pillion. I’m easy to spot. Look down, I am 5’
2”  or look for my bike a Black Deluxe with Diamond Ice decals. I met
my partner Phil through the Club and we now live just outside Wakefield
and are both very active members. I’m sure you’ll meet Phil as he’s
one of our Road Captains and will probably introduce himself. I hope
you’ll enjoy your time with Aire Valley. Please remember that you can
join in with as much or as little as you want. There is no pressure.
Hope to see you soon.
Sandy

Our Lovely Lady of Harley

L.O.H. Events
Join Ursula, our LOH representative for
some fabulous fun evenings…
Wine Tasting at St Chad’s Community
Hall on 17th November from 7pm til 11pm
The Full Monty at Guiseley Theatre on 2nd
March 2018
Both events only £18 per ticket
We’ve had a great response to the request for bras for the girls and ladies
so thank you to everyone for your support.
I would also like to say a very big thank
you to everyone that came to Leeds
Harley Davidson on Saturday 2nd of
September for a coffee morning. We
had a fabulous turn out with lots of
coffee drunk and cakes eaten. We
raised an amazing amount of £168. This
amount was matched by our members
Mick & Karen Deakin. Which is all
going to our chosen charity Yorkshire
Air Ambulance.

Ursula x

Aire Valley Activities
In Aire Valley, we love our activities and these are superbly organised by
our very own Activity Officers and long standing members of the Club,
Sue & Mick Pierce. They’re always thinking up new and interesting ideas
to keep us all entertained & socialising. Sue says “If you have any ideas

for a club event, please let me know. We’ll be happy to help you organise”.
A Message from our Activities Officers
Hi everyone and thank you to you all for supporting the activities that we arrange on your behalf
for the club. When Mike first asked us to be your Activities Officers, the Club was in a very different
place. Our job is so much easier now because members are forever getting together and riding
here, there and everywhere, enjoying their bikes and making good friends at the same time which
is what the Club should be all about. If you are a new member, never be afraid to get involved!
Nowadays with the use of Facebook there is always somebody posting “Does anybody fancy ….”
and it’s so much easier to get out on the bike and have fun. Nobody is excluded from anything.
Sure, there are groups of friends doing this, that and the other but please remember everyone is
welcome and basically we have “days out” springing up seven days a week now. We’ve been
members for 17 years and in the old days if 7 members turned up for a ride out it was a big event!
Now that’s probably the norm on a spontaneous ride that someone just posts on line.
Mike has asked us to continue as Activities Officers however, so that we can plan events for you
(and the Club) officially and of course we are happy to do so. Here’s our round up…..

Sue & Mick
.

Activities – A Round Up…

Club Weekend, The Kings Head – Masham
September 15th – 17th 2017

Our annual weekend away at The Kings Head in Masham was
again enjoyed by all who attended (please read on for the
article). The drink always flows along with the laughter and we
enjoyed a couple of great evening meals, not to mention a truly
beautiful ride on the Saturday, taking in some breath taking
scenery (thanks to our trusty ride leader Ian McCall).
Unfortunately, we weren’t able to book a return visit
for next year because the hotel is undergoing a
refurbishment and as such are unsure how they will
be affected and what the new prices would be. In
our roles as Activities Officers, we are always on the
SCAMPTON TRIP – 5TH AND 8TH JUNE
lookout for good places that aren’t too expensive
so we’ll keep on looking for an alternative venue for
this popular weekend away. If you know of
anywhere with 20plus bedrooms that can offer an
This trip is always a favourite.
year,
of demand
we hadthen
two trips and still managed
inclusiveThis
rate
for because
dinner, bed
and breakfast
to see the Red Arrows!
However,
the
guide
this
year
was
very
knowledgable
and told many
please do pass on your suggestions. Don’t forget
good and interestingwe
stories
about
the
base
and
the
very
brave
men
who
have
been part of it.
need secure parking too.
It’s a time for reflection and is very humbling. So, in all 40 people and 26 bikes made the trip
and we could see the aircraft at close range. Afterwards there was a lunch out on each day
and a chance to chat with fellow members.

SPANISH NIGHT 10TH JUNE

10 years ago many members made the ride to Fuengirola for the European rally. Many

Future Events
MOTOWN NIGHT, ROYAL HALL – HARROGATE
15th DECEMBER 2017 - If you would like to get involved please
call 01423 500500

Triumph Factory Tour, Hinckley - April 2018
There will be a trip to this new venue at the beginning of the 2018
riding
season.
Please
check
out
the
website
(http://www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk/visitor-experience) for
full details. The cost will be £15 per person. I’ve been in touch
and we can have the tour start at 12.30pm which will give us
time to ride there in good time. The tour lasts for about 90
minutes and we did think we would then offer the opportunity to
stay in the area overnight and enjoy the area on a ride out over
the weekend. Watch this space for further details.
Weekend Away, Whitby
May 2018
The weekend way at Whitby is 2017 was very successful and so
we hope as many members as possible will invade Whitby during
25/26/27 May 2018. For this you need to book your own
accommodation. This worked well last year with folks staying all
over the place but coming together for meals, drinks and ride
outs over the 3 day period. If you want to get involved and are
not sure how to go about this please call me on 07762005783.
The use of booking.com is great as you usually get free
cancellation for accommodation.

Weekend Away, The Buccleuch Arms – Moffat
August 2018
Moffat is a great place on the Scottish Borders and members have
been going there for quite a few years. There is a trip there in August
if anyone would like further details please speak to Allan Ward.

Mick is looking at a Battlefield Tour towards the end of next year (2018).
Anyone who is interested in joining him, please let us know so we can
begin our research and planning

The riding season is now officially
at a close but I know that
throughout the winter as soon as
there is a chance of dry roads
with a bit of sun someone will post
an impromptu ride out. We will try
to have activities going on as well
which I will post on Facebook
which is an excellent way to
instantly reach the members

Don’t Forget…
15th Dec 2017 – Motown Night, Royal Hall, Harrogate
12th Jan 2018 – Dinner Dance at the Parkway, Leeds
(See Sandra Gaunt for further details)

Dates for your Diary…

18th Feb 2018 – A Sunday Lunch at the Fox & Grapes
April 2018 (TBA) – Triumph Tour
25th-27th May 2018 – Whitby Weekend Away
10th-11th Aug 2018 – Moffat Weekend Away

Something a little bit different…
So that we can look at things in a bit more detail I have put together a little
questionnaire below. We try to arrange activities that everyone can get involved with
but as you know, pleasing all is not a possibility.

What is your preference?

Camping

Hotel

What sort of price range are you happy with for Friday & Saturday night Dinner, Bed and Breakfast (we negotiate rates for a couple in a double room
but can often get single rooms)
£180.00

£200.00

£250.00

£300.00

How often do you think that we should have Sunday lunches over the winter
period?
Monthly

2 weekly

Are you up for nights out over the winter?

6 weekly

Yes

No

Please fill in, copy or scan and send back to me at a-o@avhog.co.uk.

If you wish to put your name on your questionnaire, then
please do, but this is not a necessity.
If you wish to make suggestions - as long as they are
legal, physically possible and polite - then please feel free to
do so.
Thank you!

Surprise Surprise….

by Sharon & Andy Dorsett

On Monday 26 June 2017
Aire Valley UK surprised June
from York with a very special
treat for her 70th Birthday.

Her son Tim (one of her FIVE children…) and his partner Carwen
only told June that they had arranged a birthday ride on a Harley
Davidson for her, when she saw the bikes arrive at her home! But
June wasn’t the only one to be surprised as we revealed TWO
more sets of bike gear and told Tim & Carwen that they were
coming along with the birthday girl too.

After lots of smiles and photos (as well as a few screams..) we
all geared up and left for Squires Café in Sherburn in Elmet.
On arrival the smiles were bigger and brighter on all three
pillion riders. After some light refreshments and more photos
we saddled up for the return ride back to York.

What a great experience to be involved in.
A very big thank you to Dave Chappelow for
arranging the ride with Tim to surprise June
and also for leading us to and from Squires.
Well done to Allan Ward, Lez Carroll, Richard
Farrier and Andy Dorsett along with Dave for
making three people very happy.
We hope to see June again to take her for
another spin…

Special thanks to Tim and
Carwen for their donation to
Yorkshire Air Ambulance.

Andy & Sharon

Touring in the USA – Another Steve King Adventure
I had an interesting conversation recently with an adventure biking friend who I first met in Nepal
a couple of years ago. He’d been following the photos I’d been posting of my recent bimble
around the US and said he was a little confused. Many people had told him that it wasn’t worth
cruising around the US on a bike because the roads were long, straight and boring, the max
speed is 55 and there’s just too much traffic. He had also been told that going on a guided tour
was just like watching paint dry. Well, here is what I explained….
I’ve been on both guided tours and, more often, on selfguided adventures. Both have their good and bad points.
With a guided tour you have very little to worry about.
Everything is provided (generally) and you are left free to just
enjoy the riding and the views. No worries about where
you’re going to sleep, if you’re going to run out of fuel, will
there be a cold drink at the next comfort stop, is there
someone who can fix a mechanical problem (that’s pretty
high on my list!) and what happens if there is a road closure?
On the down side, those are all things that make just renting a
bike and heading off interesting for me.
I thoroughly enjoyed doing the Easy Rider Tour from Santa Monica to New Orleans a few years
back and met some great people because of it. It covered both the film buffs, who wanted to
know where the film action had occurred and those of us who didn’t give a crap about the film
and just wanted to enjoy the roads and scenery. We had to negotiate a little more ’leeway’ for us
awkward types than they normally give but once they realised we were competent riders with a
slightly different agenda, all was cool.
Groups offer a little less flexibility when it comes to speed, stopping, dining
and accommodation etc., but if you like riding with others and chilling
whilst seeing loads of interesting things, they’re great fun.
I generally go with just a mate of mine who enjoys my warped and
special outlook on life. The major downside is he knows even less about
bikes than I do so if we ever have a mechanical failure, we’ll be royally
stuffed! That aside, the freedom is what attracts us and why I called it
an adventure rather than a self-guided tour. We have a general idea
of a route but that varies depending on what we see. We spent 3 hours
once giving wild coyotes Sprite from the palm of my hand in Death
Valley, some of you might remember the photos on Facebook. That
would usually be impossible on a guided tour.
We plan the hotel for the night either the evening before, or
sometimes on the day, depending on how much ground we
have covered; God bless Booking.com. We find weird
places to stay like The Clown Motel in Tonopah, NV or The
Flying Saddle Steak House in Alpine. We dine on Milkshakes
and Navaho Fry Bread, we meet equally strange people
everywhere we go.

From an American Indian Tribal Chief, whilst
breakfasting at a hay auction, to a man
pumping gas in Laramie who we thought had
died, but his body hadn’t realised yet.
Most of us have ordered lives that are led at
breakneck speed and sometimes it is nice just
to slow down a little and smell the roses.

Touring in the USA – Another Steve King Story (Page 2)
Are the roads long and
straight? Sometimes. When
you have a huge distance to
do between ‘weird shit’,
then there is no harm in that.
Stick on the cruise control and enjoy the ride. Boring? Definitely not.
Also, you can choose your own roads. It may not surprise you to know I
look for the little windy ones, often with gravel, a little sand or grass on
them. Exactly what the rental companies say to avoid. They are
however, usually the best, like the Moki Dugway; just ask Gary Holroyd!
Is the max speed 55? Depends where you are. Many of the roads
are 80 now-a-days. Is there too much traffic? Some places like
Oatman on route 66 are almost stationary but that’s because the
donkeys have the right of way. In major cities it can be a
nightmare but I rarely go in to them. Can I filter? Can I turn right
on a red light? Do I have to wear a helmet? All good questions
but the answers vary state to state so be aware of local rules.
Bottom line, get out there and have a go if you can!!
Anyway, our last venture was a 3,000 mile loop from Salt Lake
City back to SLC. We headed up through Idaho and in to
Wyoming then down through Colorado and back in to Utah.
We travelled through the Grand Teton National Park,
Yellowstone (yes, pretty much means big tits in French) to see
Old Faithful and on to Thermopolis which sounded like the
capitol of a dystopian world. We travelled to Laramie to see
John Wayne and cowboys but found neither, although we saw
real cowboys later on and found a cut out of John in a bar to
have our photos taken with.
We headed to and stayed in Rawlins (don’t do either) and
through the ski resorts of Steamboat Springs, Vail and Aspen.
We rode the Million Dollar Highway which is quite
spectacular, with my co-traveller putting on a shirt, tie &
waistcoat so as not to look out of place. We revisited
Mexican Hat and met the sister and her strange husband of a
man in hot pants, who we thought was going to kill us and
put us in the freezer on our last trip. We then headed north
up the previously mentioned Moki Dugway where there is
only tarmac on the numerous hair pin bends, the ‘straightish’
bits are gravel. Onwards to the Natural Bridges Reserve and
then the Bullfrog Ferry across the Colorado River.
We saw ‘Big Buttes (and I cannot lie), met a couple from Boroughbridge in a café and bumped
in to Helen & David Chappelow from AV in a random lay-by whilst looking at Petroglyphs, how
highbrow are we?! We saw Bryce Canyon, came close to the now infamous town of Mesquite
near Las Vegas and then headed back north to drop off the bikes. All in all, another epic trip of
almost continuous laughter. After all, isn’t that why we all ride? Doesn’t really matter if it is the
Himalayas or Coverdale, it’s the company and the experience. I’m sure Betty Kirwan would
endorse what I have said, having followed their amazing journey down the West Coast of the
USA during September.

What next? A few days in the Mountains…. Off roading near Mijas in Spain… and then the
Jungles of Myanmar… Watch this space and let me know when you grow weary of me.

Heart & Soul “Aire Valley Style” by Sandy Greenham
This was to be our second visit to the Geordie Chapters’ rally
“Heart and Soul” and if it was half as much fun as last year’s
then Phil and I knew we would be in for a treat. When we
realised that we’d made the back cover of the rally
programme we had quite a giggle. The programme picture
was from last years’ mass ride out and we’d made the edit!
We decided to head up early and set off on the Thursday night. The
forecast was a little dodgy so Phil donned waterproofs which was
good as they were needed! A deluge greeted us travelling up the
A1 but thankfully by the time we arrived the sun was out. It seems
we weren’t the only ones with this idea as we were greeted by
some familiar faces on arrival and the Geordie greeting as ever
included alcohol! We got both the tent and gazebo all set up,
cooked dinner in our gazebo kitchen and with Phil’s wet gear all
hung up to dry, we headed off to the bar to join the fun. The
cricket club was open and the acoustic set was excellent, quite
impromptu and what rallies are really all about - fellow Harley riders,
good beer and catching up with friends.
Friday morning dawned with the arrival of other rally goers
and we helped a few set up as the day was a bit windy. In
fact our gazebo was struggling in the high winds so as a
precaution we rolled up the sides before we headed off to
meet the rest of the Aire Valley crew. They were riding up
to arrive at the Gateshead dealership at lunchtime. It did
mean missing the Friday ride out to Seaham which was a
shame but judging by the photos everyone had a great
time and consumed considerable amounts of fish & chips
(and even the odd ice-cream!).
We met the AV crew, had a coffee and a gossip at the dealership and
then headed back to the camp site. It wasn’t too long before our ‘bigger’
tent was surround by lots of hobbit style tents. This is probably because we
had a stash of beer, lots of chairs and a trailer on which everyone could sit
to have a chat and plan the weekend. Sadly during the visit to the
dealership our gazebo blew down and broke a couple of poles but never
mind it has done us proud over garden parties, loans to our village for cake
stalls, etc., so it was laid to rest in the skip. We just cooked outside and
thankfully the beer was safe.
Friday early evening I headed to the rugby club to join the Ladies of Harley Reception with the
usual flow of Prosecco, cupcakes and a chocolate fountain. This ensured that we all had at
least some of our ‘5 a day’ albeit that the pineapple, banana and strawberries were covered in
chocolate. It’s always fun to spend time with ladies from chapters across the UK, many of whom
I keep in touch with but only really catch up with at rallies, so LOH evenings are a particular
favourite for me. The group photo took a while to get set up, standing on chairs, tables and a
platform after a glass or two was quite a challenge!
When we were all ready we realised
no-one had a flag! So we had a few
moments of hilarity while we balanced
and waited before the flag arrived and
we could finally all strike a pose!

The entertainment for Friday night was over two venues but we only
really ventured to one. Could this have been because we got
distracted to the Geordie Beer Tent…?! I wasn’t allowed to drink halves
so full pints it had to be! Donna Graham did however have a bottle of
gin to hand so I had a sample or two although it was in a beer tankard.
We wobbled our way over to the Rugby Club where the bands were in
full swing and the bar and balcony full. Phil and I caught up with lots of
old faces from the Geordie Chapter and Dunedin and met new faces
from both Clyde Valley and Bridgewater.

Heart & Soul “Aire
Valley Style” by
Sandy Greenham
(Page 2)

There will be, somewhere, some pictures of Gill Mogg (Bridgewater Director) and me after a
couple more beers but thankfully they don’t yet seem to have surfaced on Facebook (phew) yet.
The night drew to a close without us even venturing over to the Cricket Club and a few of the Aire
Valley crew wandered back to our tent and enjoyed a moonlight chat and a beer two, before
taxi’s arrived to return those staying in hotels.
Saturday’s ride out was to be the highlight of the rally and we were not disappointed. All
gathered in the playground opposite the rugby club and off we set. We saw some fabulous
roads with the only hold up being getting stuck behind a large combine harvester who did finally
pull over, although he undoubtedly had not realised there were over 200 bikes to let past so he
was parked up for a while! Lunch stop was near the ‘Infinity Bridge’ where we enjoyed a coffee
and cake before setting off to the best part – the Tyne Tunnel.
On arrival everyone gathered at the inspection area while
the traffic was pulled to a stop and the tunnel was allowed
to empty of traffic, before the signal was given and we set
off. 247 bikes went in and all came out the other side.
What an experience! If you have ever driven through a
tunnel and listened to the iconic Harley exhaust voice, you
can only imagine the sound in the tunnel. Everyone kept in
formation and rode a steady pace and then it was over.
Out the other side, the tolls had been raised so we could
exit without stopping and continue our journey.
After arriving back at the campsite it wasn’t long before we
were cooking for all. Sausage sandwiches a plenty with eggs
and bacon on the side. Andy and Sharon Dorsett particularly
enjoyed this part, as it’s usually them providing food! After food
it was back to the bar and great bands. Again we didn’t go to
the Cricket club as the bands, beer and company in the Rugby
venue were fabulous. We headed back to the tent to hunker
down for a good night’s sleep before the return trip Sunday
morning, but not before stopping by the chippy van. Chips
and curry sauce late at night, would only taste delicious at a
Harley Davidson rally!
On Sunday, we awoke to sunshine and everyone dismantling
tents, loading bikes and saying cheerio to friends. We provided
bacon sandwiches to those AV crew who were hungry,
although many of them set off before us to get a head start and
breakfast home enroute. We loaded up, repacked the car and
my bike went onto the trailer as Phil rode as my escort home.
Massive thanks to the Geordie Chapter, in particular Barry and Trish Gillespie, Paul and Dawn
Beattie and the Road Captains, Marshalls and everyone who made us welcome. You gave us a
great laugh and really showed the great hospitality of the Chapter.

Sandy Greenham

Calling early risers!
In August, this year’s
challengers for the infamous “Iron Hog” were
riding between Glasgow and Edinburgh and on
their last day, they were due to arrive at Leeds
HD between 6.30 and 7am. Our very own New
Members Officer Sandy Greenham set her alarm
(for a ridiculously early start) so that she could
give these intrepid travellers a warm Aire Valley
send off on the last leg of this epic trip.

Aire Valley
Welcomes
the Iron Hog
2017

The Iron Hoggers arrived to a warm
welcome. They had set off at 'silly
o'clock' and reached LHD around 7am.
Thanks to Sally Buchanan-Beverley for opening up so early and
to Andy Dorsett, Lezlie Carroll & Allan Ward along with Sandy for
meeting and greeting Lorraine, Malcom, Dean & Royston. They
wished them well on the final day of their challenge.

Well done Guys, great representatives of Aire Valley

Mooching to Moffat….

By the Dorsetts

A weekend in the middle of August sees a group
of Aire Valley members taking a trip to Moffat in
the Scottish Borders.
We all book our own accommodation at the
Buccleuch Arms Hotel. Although it is Summer not
everyone goes on the bike, really so they can
arrive early for a little whisky tasting. Lez Carroll yes
that is you!!!
On Saturday morning after the usual Scottish Breakfast… we left, northward
bound for Edinburgh Harley Davidson. After an unscheduled tour of the
City including the Royal Mile and seeing the tourists at the Fringe Festival,
we finally made it to the dealership.
Lunch was then calling for some, and
others took the trip across to West Coast
Harley Davidson to take a look at the new
Dealership and the Ducati Dealership,
perfect for Graham Walker….

What is they say about
following the Sat Nav….?

On Sunday, the third dealership on
the ride home via Gateshead,
whilst others took the direct route.
As always, good riding and a
relaxed weekend.

We enjoyed the hospitality of Dave Smith and his family at the
Buccleuch Arms and look forward to doing it all again in 2018!

Sharon & Andy

When the Southerners came to stay…. by Nicola Jolly Waller
As some of you may have noticed, Andy and I aren’t actually native Yorkshire… but hail from
somewhere a little further South originally. Since moving here in 2014, we have always been
completely and constantly overwhelmed by just how beautiful our adopted County is and we
love to spread the word. Some of our southern friends came to our wedding in June and many
echoed our sentiments. Once they’d got over their assumption that North Yorkshire was
“practically in Scotland”… they were full of praise and wonder for this amazing place we live in.
So much so that some fellow bikers from the Hogsback Chapter of Guildford came back in August
to visit, on their way to do a tour of (actual) Scotland 
So Andy, with much deliberation, began his ride planning to include
some of his favourite roads & places which would probably include
visiting the coast and eating ice cream! Our friends arrived on a
Friday night and we took them to our favourite local to discuss, over
some good Yorkshire beer and the occasional glass of Gin.
We began our journey taking them through the
picturesque village of Helmsley and then up
over the Dales, stopping to show them a jaw
dropping view (many photos were taken)
before heading off down to dodge the sheep in
to Goathland (one of Andy’s favourite places).
All being soft southerners, we indulged in some
very delicious Cream Teas and perhaps a cup
of two of “poncey tea” for some…

From Goathland it was on to Whitby (of course). The weather was
perfect, the roads were amazing and our friends were hooked. We
wandered the town, watched the street artists, got windswept at the
end of the pier (and drank cider), smelt the fish and chips (but didn’t
eat them – too full after cream teas) and had the obligatory ice cream
– well some of us did Mr Waller…..
From Whitby we lead them north so that
they could pick up their route to
Scotland. We left them with smiles on
their faces, peace in their hearts and a
new love for all things Yorkshire.
Watch out, there may be more
Southerners coming this way soon….. !

Nicola x
August also saw the arrival of our new Aire
Valley mascot, Pixie the Chihuahua, the new
addition to the family of our Assistant Director
Andie Hannam and husband Phil.
Pixie has been embraced (literally) by all
Chapter members particularly the ladies and
heartily welcomed - except for one small
incident at Cropton involving a foot, a dog
carrier and a certain Kevin Wilkie – but the
less said about that, the better….

Introducing the
youngest member
of Aire Valley – Pixie
the Chihuahua

Carry on at Cropton
by Nicola Jolly
Waller

So while some were mooching in Moffat… others were heading off to
Cropton (near Pickering) for a Gin Tasting & Brewery Tour afternoon.
It’s a dirty job but someone’s got to do it. Obviously, I was first in the
queue when Sue Pierce first suggested this idea. Not sure if many of
you know, but I am a little partial to a G & T…..

The weather was looking a little questionable as Saturday 12th dawned, especially as the previous
week had seen more rain than you’d expect in August! However the sky stayed clear as Andy and
I climbed aboard our trusty Tourer with panniers packed for an overnight stay (only 2 pairs of shoes!)
and headed off to the York House Holiday Park in Bagby near Thirsk to meet all of those coming
over from Leeds.
We were met by Val & Kevin Wilkie and enjoyed a good chat and
coffee before the rabble turned up. We were impressed by the
bouncy castle, slide and paddly pool that had been laid on – clearly
they had heard what Harley Chapters are like. Sadly it turned out
they were hosting a Family Fun Day and it wasn’t for us at all. Good
job we stopped Mick Pierce from jumping in…. Instead we all tucked
in to hearty breakfasts, although Steve Cirell nearly missed his as he
was a little late arriving!
With full tummies, we were ready to follow
Kevin to our home for the weekend, the
New Inn. He took us on a lovely scenic
route past the White Horse at Kilburn and
through Helmsley. He’s definitely on the list
for the “Steve King” Award as there were
several single track lanes with gravel,
manure & mud to manoeuvre through.
Being Yorkshire we shared our roads with
sheep and one or two tractors tool!
Arriving at the New Inn, we were met by a welcome
party of Geoff & Carol and those who were in
Motorhomes, Richard & Linda and Andie & Phil
Hannam. Our rooms weren’t quite ready, so we were
“forced” to check out the beer garden for a little
alcohol refreshment. Call it a warm up for the
afternoon’s festivities.
I’m not sure what the families and locals quite thought of us as we took over but there was an
interesting lesson in “southern speak” from the family already in the garden. Despite popular opinion
Andy and I don’t speak proper broad cockney but boy did this lot!
Suitably refreshed from our “Gin before the Gin” we checked in to our very
pretty room. I think “interesting” is the best way to describe it. Full of character,
with low sloping ceilings (yes Andy banged his head - twice) and a nice corner
bath, but no shower. Of course I HAD to wash my hair so crouched over the
bath with the hand held shower attachment and found that the water just
trickled out.
It didn’t much help matters when my husband decided
to have a shave at the same time so my water
decreased to a dribble… All I can say is, it’s a good job
Gin was on the agenda for me that afternoon.
To make matters worse, as we were getting changed the heavens opened and
it poured down. I thought it was good timing but not so Andy who realised he
hadn’t covered the bike up yet… oh dear.
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Soon the rain was forgotten though as we all enthusiastically got
stuck in to sampling different types of sloe gin, brandy and whisky
with some gin and tonic chasers. Can’t think of a better way to
spend my Saturday! Ros McCall and Sue Pierce particularly enjoyed
themselves judging by the amount of bottles they purchased! The
men who went on their Brewery Tour seemed to enjoy themselves
too, they certainly took their time coming back. Perhaps they were
enjoying their samples too much.
Dinner wasn’t booked until a little later so with time to kill, we spent
the next few hours trying out the variety of drinks that the bar had
to offer which led to lots of laughter and chat. It escalated a little
when Phil Hannam came in to the room with his pet carrier for
AV’s youngest member, Pixie the Chihuahua. Loving a bit of
tomfoolery, Phil started shaking the carrier around as if Pixie was
trying to get out and attack someone, he angled it towards Kevin
who proceeded to kick the box, sending it flying! Phil’s face was
an absolute picture (he is an expressive man!). Andie’s face told
a different story when she heard though as she actually believed
for a moment that Kevin thought Pixie was in the carrier at the
time! Thank goodness that was cleared up before she was able
to act on the “look that could kill”! It did lead to a funny theme
for the evening though with Kev and Phil carrying on a very vocal
love/hate relationship all night.

Phil seemed to have a most enjoyable evening and possibly supped quite a few drinks as he was
proclaiming love for all of us as he left (apart from Kev of course, “hates” him..). Despite Andie’s
best efforts at trying to push him through the door, it did seem to take some time for him to leave.
What a fantastic day!
Next morning we had a very small window for breakfast (8.15-9.15)
“Luckily” for me I share a bed with a former Sergeant so no lie ins
get past him . James Hobkirk nearly missed his chance though
so Dad George had to go and push Sleeping Beauty out of his bed
(rumour has it James went straight back after eating breakfast ).
Some left early for prior commitments but the rest of us met in the
car park to be lead back to Thirsk by Kev & Val. Another beautiful
ride out with so many picturesque views as we rode through
Ampleforth, Hovingham and past Byland Abbey.
So the weekend was maybe a little short but very sweet. It was great to spend time with some
members we don’t know so well and for us Saturday night was a blast as we sat with Val & Kev and
Geoff & Carol and got to know them all better. We told “how we met” stories and learned all about
Val’s theory on Alien life (it’s all b*ll*cks) and her future career aspirations to be a Spy (“I’d get all the
info”) not to mention their hilarious tales of “how to wreck your Motorhome”. I haven’t laughed so
much in ages.
A massive thanks as always to Sue & Mick Pierce for their research
and fantastic planning. You came up trumps again. And to all
those we shared the weekend with, thanks for your company. Let’s
do it again sometime!

Cheers! Nicola x

Thunder in The Glens
Ladies of Harley do Thunder… by Sandy Greenham
This was not my first visit to the TITG and again I joined the Dunedin
Ladies of Harley for their events. Any excuse for cake and Prosecco.
On the Friday afternoon, I joined 25 other lady riders to take the short
trip to the Highland Life museum for afternoon tea. I took the Aire
Valley LOH flag and so was right up front in the parade which was
led by Lorraine McGuire. The route was splendid, as you expect in
the Scottish Highlands. When we arrived, the new car park was a
big improvement on last year and we all parked in the usual ‘Harley’
way so as to get the best angles on our machines for photographs.
The cakes were splendid and some of the girls went off to explore,
others stayed to chat and eat more cake. I now know so many
faces in the group, it’s like having a big extended family of ladies;
we all care about each other and might only meet a few times a
year at rallies or other events, an inspiring bunch indeed. The ride
back was, sadly, in the rain but we all arrived back in good time for
warm hugs as we went our different ways back to hotels to get ready
for the next Ladies event on the Saturday evening.

The next day, Saturday, was the main parade and this was as ever at
TITG event a big occasion for the whole of Aviemore. There were
around 3,000 bikes and the roads were lined with waving families for
the majority of the route. This year I flew the Aire Valley Chapter Flag
and it really is quite something to ride along aware that 6’ of material
is flapping behind you. Better fun when you stop and the wind whips
the flag around your head as you as elegantly bringing things to a
halt at a junction.
Later in the day the Ladies of Harley met again at the Highland Hotel
for the Meet & Greet. Prosecco was slurped and celebratory cake
from Edinburgh dealership was eaten. Marjorie Rae and Elaine
Shepherd were there to share the fun, and all the ladies were in good
spirits when it came time to have photographs.

Many of the chapters had several ladies at the event and they all
had Chapter pictures taken. Those of us where only one member
from their Chapter were there, me amongst that group, all clubbed
together and had the ‘Odds and Sods’ picture taken! Vicki from
Sherwood, Lorraine and Jean Ann from Dunedin, Ann from St Leger
and Trish and Ruth from Geordie are all firm friends and it would
take too long to list the rest. After many attempts and a great deal
of laughing and changing of places, the final picture was taken. A
really fun event, with Prosecco, cake and a great deal of laughing.
The next item on the LOH itinerary for 2017 was the Sparkle Tour and
yes I was booked to go.

Sandy x

Thunder in the Glens
Our First Taste of
Thunder… by Ros McCall

My first time to Aviemore and none of it disappointed! We
arrived Thursday to stay in Tighuish – a house booked by Steve
King (thanks Steve.) Lovely place, massive, well equipped and
a pleasant 20-25 minute walk into Aviemore. In the ‘Big Brother
House’ along with Steve was Sandra MacDonald, Phil Wilks,
Sandy Greenham, Dave & Pam Carrins, Ian McCall and me Ros.
FRIDAY - As the weather forecast was ok for the morning we
decided to ride out, led by Steve, around some great rural roads
in the area and we ‘accidentally’ ended up at the Glenlivet
Distillery. Shame for the guys, no tipple as riding, but we did have
coffee and cakes – thanks for the treat Steve.

The forecast rain arrived in the afternoon so we went to the McDonald Resort to register – thanks
Dave & Pam for the lift in your car otherwise we would have been a little damp to say the least.
Had a good look around all the stalls etc. and bought two great bargains – waterproof trousers
with liners for £40 and a denim waistcoat for a tenner!! Sandy literally flew the flag for Aire Valley
on the Ladies of Harley ride out – well done Sandy! As the day went on more and more bikes
arrived and a great atmosphere grew.
SATURDAY - Phil & Sandy attended the main ride out proudly flying
the Aire Valley flag whilst the rest of us rode to Applecross. A very
wet start but oh boy did the weather improve!! In a petrol station
we were told the A832 was closed due to very heavy rain, this would
have meant a very long detour up to Ullapool and down again. The
kind Highways Maintenance lady allowed us through telling us to be
careful where the top road surface was missing and then through
approximately 700 metres of mud – oh dear dirty bikes. Think we
must have done one of the ‘poshest’ coffee stops ever at
Ledgowan Lodge Hotel – another treat from Steve. We stopped at
the bottom of the ‘up’ road to Applecross for a photo opportunity
when we suddenly heard a very agitated Scottish lady questioning
why Dave was unnecessarily watering a tree! The twisty road to
Applecross was outstanding with stunning views of the surrounding
areas, made all the better by some beautifully sunny weather.
Lunch in the pub at Applecross and plenty of photo opportunities
before filling up at the ‘Community Filling Station’, owned and run by
the local community – how great is that?! We returned via the coastal
road, into Kinlochewe and retraced our steps down the muddy road
which was now dusty because of the day’s hot sunshine – so now VERY
dirty bikes!!
Saturday night Phil, Sandy, Ian and I ‘did’ Aviemore getting ‘down with
the young‘uns’ outside Mambo’s. The entertainment was fantastic every
night – and
groups,
fire eater
and a
lady twirling her flashing hoops!
Lunch in the pub at Applecross
plenty
of photo
opportunities
before filling up at the ‘Community Filling Station’, owned and run by
the local community – how SUNDAY
great is that?!
- Another ride arranged by
Steve. Rob Hammerton joined us as
we rode via Grantown-on-Spey on a
We returned via the coastalgreat
road,route
into to
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and
retraced
Lossiemouth
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thewhich
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Aire Valley photo, then lunch in
Lossiemouth – Cullen Skink – one of
my favourites.

Thunder in the Glens
That evening we all had a meal together at Roos Leap – great food,
drink and company. We then made our way to the Osprey Arena for
the final act, The Bay City Rollers. The arena was full and the Rollers
didn’t disappoint. All their favourite hits and some tribute songs to ELO,
Queen, Hot Chocolate etc. – all our era and we shang-alanged with
the best of ‘em – even Shaun the Sheep from the Black Mountains
Chapter in Wales. Despite the fact that Gary Holroyd said there was no
way he was going, we have photographic evidence that he was there!!
It was then straight outside for fireworks – a great end to a great night.

Our First Taste of
Thunder… by
Ros McCall
(Page 2)

MONDAY - Unfortunately Ian was poorly (not alcohol related) so I played nurse and Sandy had
a ‘dicky’ leg but Steve, Sandra and Phil rode to the Great Glen and Loch Ness on some very
adventurous ‘green’ roads. They came across a big puddle/small lake where fortunately Steve
thought he’d test the depth first before riding through it – good job he did as he went in up to his
calf and then to his knee. On the return journey a buzzard almost tried to hitch a ride with Steve
and Sandra – hope you saw these 2 videos on Facebook.
All in all we had the most fantastic time at a great event with thousands of happy, colourful
characters.

Ros x

Doing it the Dorsett Way…
by Andy Dorsett

Sharon and I always set off to Aviemore on the
Wednesday before the Rally, this year taking the
direct route and arriving around 3pm.

Thursday morning saw an early start to eventually take us to Ardnamurchan Point and Lighthouse
which is the most westerly point of the British Isles. From Aviemore, we headed South to Spean
Bridge to pay our respects at the Commando Memorial, then South again to Fort William across
the Caledonian Canal and past Corpach taking in the beautiful scenery along the way. There’s
not much at Ardnamurchan Lighthouse but in the past we have spotted dolphins and a killer whale.
We took the easy route back this time on the Corran Ferry back to Fort William.

Another early start on Friday. Sharon wanted lunch at Kishorn
Seafood Bar, however we took no notice of the weather
forecast and ended up getting caught in heavy rain on the
way there. Still we managed to almost dry out by lunch…
After leaving Torridan and heading South back to Inverness,
the heavens opened again and it was so heavy, we had to
pull into a layby whilst the rain stopped. We thought it was
Summer in Scotland, not Monsoon Season!
Saturday in Aviemore is the
Mass Ride out to Grantown On
Spey.
We went ahead of the ride, so
we could watch the bikes pass
through Grantown. It takes 45
minutes for the hundreds of
bikes to ride up the main street,
a sight not to be missed.

More riding on Sunday with a short trip to Inverness to look
for the dolphins in the Moray Firth. However, on speaking to
a local in Avoch, we were too late as the tides were wrong.
Time for an ice cream instead from Rosemarkie.
Steady ride back and ready for the evening entertainment,
Bay City Rollers no less…
Grand Total of 1305 miles, can’t wait for next year

Madness in Masham… by Nicola Jolly Waller

September brought our annual club
weekend to the Kings Head Hotel in
Masham.

Most bikes set off from the dealership to be led by
Mick Pearce on another of his magical mystery
tours, or so they thought… I didn’t have the
pleasure of this experience as I came in the car
straight from work but apparently an experience
it most certainly was and will go down in the
annals of AV history to be known for ever more as
the Cow Shit Ride – dare I say, Mick seemed quite
pleased with himself…
So I joined the troops in the bar Friday afternoon, some of them looked like they needed a drink 
and we had a great time catching up ad calming down before checking into our very lovely four
poster room (thanks Sue) and getting ready for the evening’s festivities. George Hobkirk was most
definitely on form and engaging particularly with the ladies, eh George…
Dinner that evening was a typically raucous affair with
George nearly coming to blows with our particularly
feisty waitress and Gary very generously giving out
handfuls of dog biscuits that he’d “borrowed” from the
bowl at reception to those of us that had to wait a little
longer than hoped for our food.
Saturday was our big ride out and Ian McCall had very kindly taken on the
mantel of organising it. We all gathered in the square for our briefing from our
leader. The weather was looking a bit iffy but it wasn’t dampening any spirits
as Ian described what he had planned with a magical meander around the
Dales through Cumbria and Co Durham with a mystery lunch stop.
And wow what a ride we had. Perfect weather and absolutely stunning…

The lunch stop was the Wensleydale factory in Hawes, marvellous. I walked through
the door and was greeted by a gift bag of gin. It’s like they knew I was coming..
After some light refreshments and some pigging out on the cheese samples, we
left with big smiles and warm tummies to experience more amazing scenery on the
way back. A fantastic job by Ros and Ian giving us all such a great day out.
We had a special treat on Saturday night as we were joined by the
Dorsetts and Carrolls. It was especially lovely to see our Mama Maureen
looking so well. Papa Lez nearly got himself in to trouble with his teasing
when I was practically eating my arm off waiting for my steak but he
managed to redeem himself 
George and Kolly did their obligatory pub crawl but what happens in Masham stays in Masham – so
no words from me on that score…
Sunday dawned with some heading off to LHD to greet the Sparkle ladies and the rest of us heading
home. Another fabulous weekend, thank you Sue & Mick. Love the Jolly Wallers x

LOH Sparkle Tour… by Sandy Greenham
Last year, the first Sparkle Tour took place in the South. Hosted and by Jo
Green and Elaine Shepherd, the ladies toured the south of England taking
in the sights and roads, and calling into dealerships to be greeted by cakes,
coffee and a wave for the next leg of their adventure which took place over
a long weekend.
It was such a success, the ladies ‘up North’
decided that Sparkle Tour North would run this
year on the same weekend. Before you could
chill the Prosecco, a Twinkle Tour for pillions & a
Sparkle Tour Northern Ireland were being
organised for the same long weekend. I was
booked as soon as the dates were announced.
Our fabulous daughter then got her dates for University confirmed, and oh
no, move in date was the same as the Sparkle Tour. So planning was to be
the order of the day. It was decided that we would take her over to move
into University Halls, with me tagging along on my bike and then once she
was settled Phil was to return home and I would head off to join the LOH for
the last leg of the Sparkle Tour North from Preston. Needless to say the
presence of me, in leathers, helping move Catherine into her flat was
greeted with a few strange looks but hey if you can’t embarrass your kids
then you’re not doing parenting correctly!
I set off to meet the tour at Preston. I normally ride with either Phil or many other
members of the Chapter, so heading off, packed and loaded for an overnight stay
was pretty exciting. I did know the way, it was only up the M6 and take a left but
nevertheless the Sat Nav was set, the music put on and Phil waved me off. I arrived
well in front of the ladies who had encountered a diesel spill along the way so were
running a little late. No injuries, just a couple of bumps and bruises and scuffed
bikes but that did not deter these intrepid riders. I waited at the hotel who had
marked out parking for the Sparkly Ladies and ordered something from the bar.
The first glass of fizzy stuff was consumed as I waited. Then I heard them, they
appeared from around the corner and down the hill all waving and smiling as they
rode proudly to the last hotel of the tour.
Hugs and hellos a plenty and then I paired up with Jean Ann from Dunedin and
we set off to find our room. Only, when we got there, it was still occupied – so
back to reception we clanked with helmets, back packs, etc. to be given a
family room much closer to the main entrance and with two double beds.
Showered and changed and then off to join the rest of the ladies for gossip and
dinner. Many of the ladies I know, some not, but after only a few moments of
introduction we were all ready to go to dinner. This was delicious and after
settling our bills we retired to the bar for a gossip.
Next morning was bright and dry, and I joined the ladies, with the newly acquired
Sparkle Tour hi-vis waistcoat to set off to the final destination which was to be
Leeds Harley Davidson. The ride over the A59 was a delight. Usually as a Chapter
we avoid this road and head off it into the wilds, however time was not on our
side as we needed to get to Leeds before noon.
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emotional!
Three Chapters,
Valley, St
Leger2)and
Sherwood were all there to meet their own Sparkle Ladies and
what a welcome they gave us. Cake and alcohol free Prosecco
were set out for us and the photo opportunities and hugs were
plentiful.
The ladies from Geordie and the Scottish chapters
headed off to finish at Gateshead. The St Leger ladies,
Sue and Ann finished at Leeds with me and Vicki from
Sherwood was whisked away by her chapter to ride
home with a very large escort indeed!
Riding with just ladies is, for me at least, an empowering experience and I believe this feeling was
shared by the ladies on the Tour. The friendships formed here are already apparent, as I met up
again with ladies from other Chapters at Ride to the Wall later in the year and it was as if we had
been chatting just that very morning.

Next year I will be doing the
full Tour…. can’t wait!!!

Sandy x
This year the weather for the annual Ride to the
Wall was much better than last year, when the
rain was in full force all day.

Ride To The Wall with Ladies Of Harley…
by Sandy Greenham

Phil had gone to the event very early with the crew from our Chapter to
marshal the last roundabout on the A38, so I set off a little later. I joined the
approaching massed riders along the A38 and through fortune was
directed straight into the Arboretum to park.
I was to present the wreath on behalf of Aire Valley after the service so set
off to Reception to collect and meet up with other Chapter members to
share the day. The service was moving, as you would expect it being the 10th
Anniversary and following the Minute Silence I made my way over to join the
queue to ascend the steps up to the Remembrance Wall. I do not have
family or friends that I know of remembered here but it was still an emotional
few steps.
At the top, I met up with, just by chance Trish and Dawn from Geordie
Chapter, and Lorraine and Jean-Ann from Dunedin. We had a hug and
said our hello’s before standing solemnly in line to place our wreaths.
Trish and Dawn placed their wreath and stood for a moment. I then
stepped forward, holding the arms of Lorraine and Jean-Ann as we
stepped forward together. We placed our wreaths next to the Geordie
wreath, it seemed appropriate to reflect the family that is HOG.
Placing a wreath at what is an emotional event, brought a different dimension
to the act of remembrance, and something I would take the opportunity to do
again on behalf of Aire Valley.

RTTW Mission Statement “that motorcyclists may gather together and ride as a group to a place of

remembrance to pay their respects to our serving and fallen servicemen and women and in doing so
raise funds for the National Arboretum, solely for the purpose of perpetuating their memory and
recognising the sacrifice they made”
Ride to The Wall – A Marshall’s View…
by Keith Allan

5 am. Five o’clock in the morning! That’s when we set
off from the BP garage in Harrogate to begin our day
as Marshalls at the annual Ride To The Wall (RTTW).

It was dark but mild when Allan Ward, Clive Raistrick and
me set off to Woolley Edge Services to meet the rest of
the Aire Valley volunteers. We duly met up with Phil, Dave,
Andy, Papa Lez, and Richard and decided to risk the next
stage of the journey (breakfast at the OK Diner on the
A38) without our waterproofs, much to the amusement of
those who already had them on.

The air was damp but not too bad when we arrived at the
Diner as daylight was breaking. The lovely young lady opened
up especially for us so we could have a hearty meal prior to our
session on what is now known as “our” roundabout, at the
junction of the A38/A513. We all had an excellent fry up, put
our waterproofs on (we don’t need telling twice).

When we parked up by our stations we were approached by two
really nice lady police officers. “Hi, I’m Tracy and this is Suzanne,
what normally happens here then?” Allan ran them through the
events of the day and we couldn’t have been luckier, since they
allowed us to make suggestions which they went along with and
the whole event ran like clockwork.

One by one the organised rides arrived, more or less on time along
with the usual riders who made their own way. Even the car drivers
were amenable when we told them to use one lane or another, or
wait until the bikes passed by since today bikes had priority. The
atmosphere was good natured and improved enormously when
Sandy turned up with home-made banana bread.

Suzanne and Tracy were especially appreciative; I don’t think they realised how busy that
roundabout was going to be, nor how many bikes would be arriving pretty much continuously. I
think their attitude to bikers may have changed as a result of Saturday.

Due to prior arrangements, all of us except Phil left once the Drayton
Manor parade had passed by and we set off home, tired but proud of
our small contribution to a great event. Roll on next year!

Keith

The Rally That Wasn’t A Rally….
Holland Bound by Sharon & Andy Dorsett
Off across the water we all go aboard the Pride of Rotterdam from Hull. Bikes tied down on the
vehicle deck and onwards and upwards to the Sunset Bar for a little drink before dinner.
The “Lucky 13” set off for dinner and a delightful meal was had by all. Back to the bar after a little
shopping. Just a few beers as it was an early start next morning.
After an early breakfast we arrive at the Port of Rotterdam
and Holland here we come lea by Graham Walker. We
headed south, yes south for a coffee stop in a small Belgian
town and then onto the American Lifestyle Harley Davidson
Dealership near Antwerp. Wow what a dealership, it’s
massive.
We set off again into standing motorway traffic. What polite
drivers they are, cars and trucks parted to let us through
safely. We arrived at our hotel for the next 3 nights at the
Atlas Hotel in Valkenburg. After more drinks in the bar we
headed into town for dinner and a good meal it was too.
Friday morning brought a surprise
from Richard Farrier. He had
arranged a train trip into
Maastricht only about 15 minutes
away. Off the river we marched
stopping off for a coffee in a little
bar. Our next surprise awaited, a
boat trip on the River Maas.
Back on dry land and we wandered through the winding streets to the
outdoor restaurants for lunch. After a leisurely walk back to the train we
found Allan, Clive and Dave already back before us. What a surprise
they hadn’t got past the bar across the road from the railway station.
Well it would be rude not to join them.
For dinner we went to different restaurants as we all fancied different meals. Last stop a night cap in
the hotel bar. Not sure how I got there as this was the night Lez Carroll got me drunk…
On Saturday after a leisurely start we crossed into Germany to the open day
at Kohl Harley Davidson in Aachen. A nice spot of shopping for the ladies
and lunch next door. It was a beautiful sunny day for a short ride back to
Valkenburg and we were on the hunt for an ice cream back in town.
A late start on Sunday for a gentle ride back
to Rotterdam for the overnight ferry to Hull
with coffee
stops and
lunch on route.
We by
all drinks in the bar and met up
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for
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Wall
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sunshine all day.
Allan Ward, our Head Road Captain is
planning a trip for the whole club in
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Thanks to everyone for a great weekend and for
bucketing
it down,
what
else.
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making Aire Valley proud.
Andy Dorsett
not to be missed.

Special Thanks to Clive’s “Friends” for their contribution to this feature….

60!

Clive started on three wheels, a Triage deluxe without
stabilisers. Later he tried Donkeys… Is that a pirate, no
its Clive as a cabin boy. Never quite made it to Ships
Captain so settled for Road Captain. He did audition
for the new kids movie “Captain Underpants”… but
didn’t get the part due to wrong size arse 

The Cabin Boy…

The Cowboy…
Cheeky Monkey…
On 28th October 1957….a
Legend called CLIVE was born!
Also, some other stuff happened…

Anyone for a Ride…?
What’s Changed…?
New British motorcycles
available.:- AJS, BSA,
Greeves, Hesketh, Megelli,
Métisse, Norton, Triumph,
Wasp and….a Harley
Davidson FL Duo Glide was
available… what a beauty

Radio – the first broadcast of a daily early-morning topical
radio show on the BBC Home Service; it will still be running 60
years later…
TV -Andy Pandy, The Woodentops, Dixon of Dock Green
Cinema - Blue Murder at St Trinian's, The Curse of Frankenstein.
No. 1 in the UK charts - The Crickets - That'll Be The Day
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DEALERSHIP UPDATE
Firstly, a big thank you to all Chapter Members and their guests
for the support they gave us on the 2018 preview evening. It
was a very well attended event with a lot of interest in the new
range. Most of the talk has obviously centred around the move
of the Street Bob; Fat Bob and Low Rider out of the now
discontinued Dyna chassis and their inclusion into the Softail
range. This range now enjoys the completely new Softail
Chassis, which, In Harley’s own words, merges the firm
performance of the Dyna with the custom looks of the Softail
and is the opening gambit in Harley-Davidsons long term plan
to launch 100 new motorcycles in the next decade. For most
models, the present build dates are now around
November/December with delivery scheduled for early next
year. It’s important therefore to ensure early 2018 delivery and
talk to us about your new Harley-Davidson order as soon as
possible.
As is usual at this time of year,
customers can take advantage of
the free ‘Pick-up & Drop-Off’ of their
Harley-Davidson for its periodic
service. This is offered to customers
within a 25 mile radius of the
dealership. Pick-ups and drop-offs
outside of this area will be subject to
a surcharge of £1/mile for every mile
outside of the 25mile zone but only
on the collection. In addition to the
above, all servicing costs are
discounted during November and
start from just £130+VAT. Customers
who choose to bring their bike in for
a service can enjoy a 20% discount
on all Parts, Accessories and Motor
Clothing while they wait.

Selected parts and accessories
purchased at this time can be fitted
to the bike during the service. In
addition to all of the above
promotions, there is a 15% discount
on all grips - heated and nonheated -, also, a discounted
service
will
be
available.
Customers whose motorcycle is
nearing the end of its warranty
period, qualify for a Free Health
Check, this will require a short
inspection and should be booked
with the service department in the
usual manner unless it’s performed
as part of a service or other work.

Our Motor Clothing department is one of a
limited number of UK dealerships
participating
in a joint collaboration
between Harley-Davidson and The Guns &
Roses. This collaboration has produced
some stunning limited edition T-Shirts that
have been incredibly popular. Although
our present stock is limited we’re
expecting a second influx, but after that,
‘when they’re gone, they’re gone!’ On
Saturday 11th of November it’s ‘Ladies
Night’ from 5:30 -7:30 pm. We will be
unveiling the UK’s exclusive HarleyDavidson ‘Bling’ Collection. The collection
will be discounted on this night only and
further discounts are available on other
selected ladies wear. On the night you’ll
be greeted with some complimentary fizz
or tea and coffee. There will be cakes and
treats as well as some savoury nibbles.
You can also enjoy the opportunity to win
some great prizes in our raffle. The ‘Bling’
Collection includes a range of T-Shirts,
Leggings, Dresses and a Cardigan. By the
time you read this our extensive range of
winter apparel will have landed at the
Dealership and at the end of November a
range of Christmas Gift items will also be
available. Immediately after the third
week in November, visitors to the
dealership can enjoy complimentary
Mulled Wine and Mince Pies each
Saturday in the lounge area right up until
Christmas.

