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Happy New Year to You All! I hope you had a
wonderful Christmas and memorable New Year 

Winter is a quieter season for bikers generally. Most put their bikes “to bed” for
winter and stay in warm, dry cars until the wintry weather gives way to some
lovely sunshine, but of course there are some “die hards” out there or “proper bikers” as
they may like to be called  who will ride whatever the weather. Good luck to them I
say. Life is short so spend it doing what makes you happy…
Mr. Jolly Waller and I are NOT die hards… but although
we haven’t been out biking much, we have managed a few
social outings… Early November saw us heading to
Birmingham for a festive trip with our good friends, the
Holroyds, to take in the Frankfurt Christmas Market
and NEC Bike Show. As I’m sure you know, Gary’s a
bit of a Grinch and doesn’t DO Christmas in November.
We had a couple of drinks with a nice bloke in a funny
hat who did though… ;)
End of November, we headed back to our old hunting ground
to join our Southern chapter Hogs Back for their End of
Season Party. It was a great night and lovely to meet up
with old friends again but I’ll tell you something, those
southerners can’t make Yorkshire Puds for love nor money…
December saw us tripping the light
fantastic with some AV comrades as
we boogied the night away to Motown
Classics in Harrogate. Wow What a
Night! A delicious meal followed by
some great entertainment.
We’re really looking forward to the Sunday Lunch date at the Fox and Grapes in
February and can’t wait to get the trusty old steed back out of the garage for the
2018 Riding Season. We’ve got the Cider Rally to look forward to,
the Whitby Weekend and Roar on the Moor, to name but a few.
As always, please keep taking photos and posting about your
trips out and SEND IN YOUR ARTICLES! It’s always great
to hear and see what you’ve been doing.
That’s all from me … so until next time…
Cheers!
Nicola x
Photographs used in this magazine have been personally taken or copied from the AV Facebook site. Thank You.

Direct from the Top…. (Page 1)
Happy New Year and welcome to the first Aire Valley Times of the
year. 2018 sees our 21st year as a HOG Chapter and we still have
19 original members who are still members of Aire Valley today.
They have all been presented with free membership of Aire Valley
UK for this one year only. They are:- Julian Bullock, Ross Calverley,
Peter Clark, Bob & Gill Elliott, John Gibson, Steve & Mary Hedley,
Dave Keep, Phil MacDonald, Julian Marshall, Frank Quinlan, John
Sanders, Len Smith, Roger Widdup, Mark Williamson, Richard &
Lynda Wilton and Gilbert Wright. I must also acknowledge previous
Directors who joined the club in 1997 and are still members today,
Eddy Wright, Paul Moody (Tooty) and Jonny Swallow.
After all this cold and wet weather the temperatures are slowly rising and we are closer to the
start of our riding season. We have a great programme of ride-outs this coming year with
Sunday ride-outs, Wednesday daytime rides and Wednesday evening rides throughout the
summer months, all organised by Allan Ward our HRC and his excellent team of Road Captains.
Our activities officers Sue and Mick Pierce
are already well in hand with
arrangements for Sunday lunches, fish
and chip pre-meeting nights, Club
weekends away, a trip to the Triumph
Factory and more.
Ursula Hobkirk, our Ladies of Harley Officer has arranged Theatre nights, Wine Tasting, Coffee
& Cake mornings at our Dealership and a Cocktail evening and has more planned to keep
you Ladies of Harley busy.
To add to our 21st Anniversary, Our 2nd “Roar on the Moor” Rally will
be held once again at Ilkley Rugby Club. 29th June to 1st July. The
Rugby Club has excellent facilities and I'm confident we will all have
a great time. Sharon and Andy Dorsett have been working hard
putting together a full program of activities for the weekend and they
will keep us informed at club meetings as they are finalised.

Rallies this year…
Cider Rally - April 27th-30th, Weston Super-Mare. We once again have a large number of
members travelling down to this Rally. There is still on site accommodation available and rally
tickets are on sale. I’m sure that there will be a Chapter ride-out to this rally and I’ll keep you
informed as information becomes available.
Eurofest 2018 – June 7th-10th, Port Grimaud, St Tropez. The dates are a little bit later this year
so should be a good bit warmer than last year’s rally. The accommodation is filling up fast
with little on site accommodation left, so if you intend going I would suggest you book your
accommodation soon. This year’s headline band is Simple Minds with lots of support bands
over the 3 nights.
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26th European HOG Rally - July 5th-8th, Prague, Czech Republic. This is now 115th Anniversary
Party as well as HOG’s 35th birthday. The accommodation has been released and is available
via the HOG web site. Tickets are also available from HOG’s web site or customer services.
Thunder in the Glens - August 24th-27th, Aviemore. Tickets are on sale now but selling fast.
HOGS around the Rock – September 14th to 16th, Jersey. This Rally only happens every two
years. The Rally booking form is on Jersey Harley Owners group website and tickets are limited
and need to be pre booked @£40 which includes a patch and a pin.

For up to date information about Aire Valley events and rides check
out the Aire Valley UK (9695) group Facebook page.

As most of you are aware there was a tragic accident at our annual Leeds Mercure
Parkway Dinner Dance. Our fellow chapter member Alan Bailey fell from his room
balcony just before dinner and unfortunately passed away later that evening. It is
a dreadful tragedy and our thoughts are with his wife Lesley and children
Samantha, David and their families. Bob & Gill Elliott have visited Lesley and she
would like to thank all who helped her on the night and have reached out to her
since. Alan and Lesley were Chapter members from the onset - 21 years ago - and
were extremely proud to be part of the Aire Valley Family. Alan’s funeral has been
arranged for 9.30am on Friday 9th February at Rose Hill Crematorium, Ascot Avenue,
Cantley, Doncaster DN4 6HE. Lesley does not want this to be a “biker funeral” with
people going to pay respects on behalf of the Chapter. She would like people who
knew them personally to attend and is not open to bikes leading the funeral cars so
any bikes attending should travel behind. Bob Elliott will arrange a meet up point
for anyone going on the bike. Lesley apologies for the early start time, being aware
that some have a long journey, but if she didn’t take that slot she would have had
to wait 6 more weeks.

On a personal level, Alan was a good friend to me. We met up at
many rallies throughout the years and I know he will be missed by
many.
Rest in Peace Alan…

Cheers, Mike
Mike Gaunt,
Director, Aire Valley UK.
Email: mike@mgcr.co.uk

Road Captain’s Ramblings….2018
Hi folks. Well here we go again…
Last year I was presented with my 10 year pin by Mike and this year will
be my 8th as Head Road Captain. Amazing how time flies when you’re
having fun. In that time I’ve met some great friends and also met up
with friends I’ve not seen for years. I’ve travelled a good few thousand
miles in England and Europe and had some great times along the way.
Hopefully the adventures will continue for a good few more years to
come.

The beginning of January saw the Road Captains get together for our annual meeting to
sort the ride outs. As you may have seen from Facebook, the website and the dealership
notice board, the ride outs now have an allocated Road Captain to lead the way. We also
have some new faces in the road crew this year with Andy Waller, Andy Dorsett, Steve Cirell
and Phil Hannam joining us. We have some special ride outs planned with a ride to the
bomber command memorial, a joint ride with Hogsback Chapter, and a possible ride to the
Battle of Britain flight. That’s not forgetting the Pie Run and an Easter Egg Run to three Care
homes in Ilkley.

The first ride out this year will be on 4th March, a week
earlier than previous years due to Mother’s Day falling on
the second week in March. We will be starting the year as
we finished last year, with a visit to the White Hart in North
Cave. I’ve arranged a buffet lunch at £6 per head so if
you are coming along please let me know ASAP. We’ve
decided that if the weather is against us on the day (as
last year), then it is OK for people to come along in their
cars also.

Other firsts this year are the trips to Moffat in
August and Valkenberg in September. Some of
us have done these before and thought it would
be a good idea to open them up to all the
members. If you have booked either of these two
trips or are intending to and would like to ride as
a group with us, then please let me know ASAP.
We will be arranging a meeting prior to the trips
to sort travelling times etc.

All the dates for these trips and all other ride outs are
on the Ride out and Events Calendar but if you have
any questions about them please contact me.
Well I think that’s about all from me now so I’ll just say let’s have another great season,
enjoy, ride safe and keep the shiny side upright.

Cheers, Allan (Allan Ward, Head Road Captain-Aire Valley)

Waller’s Words of Wisdom –
Our Safety Officer Speaks…
Hi Everyone. I hope you all had a great Christmas and would like to wish
you all a very Happy New Year! In my role as your new Safety Officer, my
first duty is to offer some WORDS OF WISDOM regarding getting back on
the road after the Winter break…

Tyre Pressures – check and adjust these to the correct settings if need
be - even a drop of as little as 3 Psi can make your bike handle
differently and could potentially cause problems when cornering, etc.
Tyre Conditions – check those tread depths and the sidewalls for
bulges, cracking and ageing. For those of you with laced rims, check
the spokes aren’t loose.

Belt or Chain Drive – check the slackness, sagging and wear & tear.
Clutch & Throttle Cables – check for wear stiffness & leakage and how
easily your throttle rolls on/off
Battery – check EVEN if it’s on a trickle charger.
Handlebar Mounted Controls – check all mirrors, switches, brake lights &
hazards
Suspension Settings – check these for solo riding and with pillion.
Oil – check it and top up if required.
Ask yourself these QUESTIONS…
Riding Gear - Have you got the right gear to wear? Maybe pack a
set of waterproofs (always advisable here in God’s Own County).
Helmet - Is it in a good useable condition? Make sure the straps and
fastening are secure and give your visor a clean.
Brakes – Are they safe? Ride just a few metres from your driveway or
garage and apply the brakes. If a motorcycle has been standing for
a while, it may have brake issues.
Once you are happy with how everything looks and feels…
Take yourself out for a gentle orientation ride! Re familiarise yourself with your beloved Harley…
Yes I know we all know how to ride and we’ve been doing it for years… but some of you
haven’t and the rest of us can always benefit from a refresher. Taking the time to feel what
your bike is doing will always greatly help your riding.
REMEMBER take your time & enjoy the feeling of riding your bike
again, but... Salt may still be on the roads and this can act as a
barrier between the tarmac and rubber (as can ice) so take
caution on bends and junctions. Pre Ride Checks are VITAL for
YOU, your PASSENGER and the GROUP you may be riding in or
with, so keep doing them throughout the season, thoroughly and
regularly. Nobody knows your bike better than you!

Safe riding my friends and see you on a ride-out soon!

Andy

NEW MEMBERS
Our Chapter currently has 236 members, with new members joining all through the year. All
members should contact Sandy Greenham, our Membership Officer, with any queries they
may have at meetings, ride outs, rallies or by phone on 07896 138 113.

Sandy
Says…
.

About you…. When new members join and attend their first meeting, I’ll
happily have a chat and explain the exciting activities, ride outs and events
we have coming up. I’ll also give you an idea of what to expect in your first
months of joining the Club and if you have any questions please ask!! If your
first visit to an AV event is a Sunday ride out, please come and find me,
although I do have a habit of pitching up to new members and saying Hi…

About me…. I joined Aire Valley 4 years ago as a single lady riding a Harley
with my daughter as pillion. I’m easy to spot. Look down, I’m 5’ 2”.. or
look for my bike a Black Deluxe with Diamond Ice decals. I met my
partner Phil through the Club and we now live just outside Wakefield and
are both very active members. I’m sure you’ll meet Phil as he’s one of our
Road Captains and will probably introduce himself. I hope you enjoy your
time with Aire Valley. Please remember that you can join in with as much
or as little as you want. There is no pressure.
Hope to see you soon…

Our Lovely
Lady of
Harley

Sandy

I would like to start by saying Happy New Year to all our members old
and new and a massive thank to Sandra Gaunt for all her hard work
(again) sorting everything out for our Christmas party at The Parkway. I
am pleased to say that we had an excellent turnout for our Ladies of
Harley Pamper/Swim afternoon before enjoying the evening. I would
also like to thank Steve the hairdresser for our awesome hair do’s.
We had a fabulous night at the Pink Events Wine Tasting night on 17th
November. It’s a great charity to support and an amazing amount of
£2,460.00 was raised so thank you very much Ladies, I do appreciate
your support. Special thanks are due to Andy Dorsett for escorting
myself and Liz home and to Sharon for putting up with us..

Just a reminder that the theme for Roar on the Moor this year is PIRATES. You all have enough
notice to organise yourselves and I’m really looking forward to seeing all our interpretations. I
am however, extremely disappointed that Steve & Mary Hedley are only joining us for the
Friday… but I’m sure John Fleetham, Alan Taylor & Chris Jarman (and their lovely ladies...) will
make up for them on the Saturday.

L.O.H. Events
Full Monty, Friday 2nd March at Guiseley Theatre - We still have 1 ticket
available at £18 this should be a great night of laughs. Coffee Morning,
Saturday 3rd of March at Leeds Harley-Davidson - Everyone is more than
welcome and if any of my glorious Ladies would like to bring cakes/buns
along all would be gratefully received. I hope to see as many of you as
possible. Any donations on the day will be for the Aire Valley UK charity
the YORKSHIRE AIR AMBULANCE.

Ursula xx

Last but not least… Safe riding to you all, and I hope to see lots of you out
and about this year.

Aire Valley Activities
In Aire Valley, we love our activities and these are superbly organised by our very own
Activity Officers and long standing members of the Club, Sue & Mick Pierce. They’re
always thinking up new and interesting ideas to keep us all entertained & socialising.
Sue says “If you have any ideas for a club event, please let me know. We’ll be happy
to help you organise”.

A Piece from the Pierces…
Hi Everyone. The new riding season is nearly upon us, not long now!
We really hope that you’ll get involved with the club activities for
2018. We’re always open to suggestions for new events so if you
have any ideas do please have a chat with us. We are more than
happy to help with the organisation.

Aire Valley Activities
A Round Up…
Our weekend away at The Kings Head, Masham in 2017 was again enjoyed by all who
attended. We were not able to book a return visit as the hotel is to have a refurb and as such
they do not know how they will be affected and what the new prices would be. Several
members have said that they want a weekend away here so we will keep checking on the
situation and get back to you. Likewise, the Gin & Beer Tasting weekend away at Cropton last
August was enjoyed and we have been asked to repeat this also.
Weekends away seem to be enjoyed by many so we’re constantly looking for places that are
not too expensive. If YOU know of anywhere with 20+ bedrooms who can offer an inclusive rate
for dinner, bed & breakfast and secure parking, please pass on your suggestions.

Future Events

7th FEBRUARY – CLUB NIGHT FISH & CHIPS –
All members are invited to join us at Murgatroyds, Yeadon, for fish
and chips at 6pm. We will be booking a table in the conservatory
so please call Sue on 077620056783 if you would like to get
involved.
18th FEBRUARY – SUNDAY LUNCH –
Aire Valley Sunday lunch at The Fox
and Grapes, York Road. Some
places are available for our area.
You do need to book via Sue if you
want to join us.

And one for the Ladies ONLY….
2nd MARCH – THE FULL MONTY at Guiseley Theatre

Future Events
(cont’d)

APRIL 13TH/14TH - TRIUMPH TOUR / WEEKEND AWAY:
There will be a trip to the new Triumph Factory Visitor’s Centre
in Hinckley at the beginning of the riding season
www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk/visitor-experience
(please
check out the website for full details). The cost will be £15 per
person and the tour starts at 12.30 which will give us FRIDAY
MORNING to get there and be in good time. The tour lasts for
about 90 minutes. There is an opportunity to have lunch there
and some of the people attending have decided to stay over
in the area Friday night at Earl Shilton. Rooms are available at
around £70 per room for the night.

We have had a novel suggestion for the remainder of the trip but are going to decide whilst
there if we will extend the stay to another location, depending on who wants to come and
what the weather is like. If anyone would like further information do please talk to either Mick
or me at the meeting or call us on 07762005783/07734301268.
MAY 25th/26th/27th - WHITBY WEEKEND AWAY:
The weekend in Whitby in 2017 was very successful and so we
hope as many members as possible will invade Whitby again
during 25th/26th/27th May 2018. For this you need to book your
own accommodation, which worked well last year with folks
staying all over the place but coming together for meals,
drinks and ride outs over the three day period. If you want to
get involved and are not sure how to go about this please call
me on 07762005783.
The use of booking.com is great as you usually get free cancellation for accommodation. If
you can’t stay over but want to get involved with the weekend just turn up and watch
facething for updates on what is happening. Sandra and Mike Gaunt are planning a BBQ on
the Saturday night so we will need an idea of numbers. Please let us know if you are getting
involved.
10th/11th/12th AUGUST - MOFFAT WEEKEND AWAY
Moffat is a great place on the Scottish Borders and members
have been going there for quite a few years. Allan Ward is
officially the lead person for this weekend so do have a word
with him for full details.

Dates for
your
Diary

Don’t Forget…
7th FEB –
18th FEB –
13th APRIL –
25th/26th/27th MAY –
10th-11th AUGUST –

FISH AND CHIPS AT MURGATROYDS
SUNDAY LUNCH AT FOX AND GRAPES, YORK ROAD
TRIUMPH TOUR
WHITBY WEEKEND AWAY
WEEKEND AWAY IN MOFFAT

MICK AND SUE PIERCE

The Aire Valley Pie Run – Saturday 9th September
by Sharon & Andy Dorsett (Page 1)

This year our Annual Pie Run was a few months later than usual as our original
volunteer had to drop out due to work commitments. Luckily, in true Aire Valley style,
Andy & Sharon Dorsett stepped in to save the day. And save it they did…
Everyone met up at Leeds Harley Davidson to sample the first of our
four pies of the day. This first delicacy came from Coults Bakery in
Batley and 22 of our members munched their way through, offering
opinions on taste and consistency as they did. They even managed to
(very kindly) leave a few for the guys at the Dealership!

Having finished the first pies, all our bikes
left the dealership on a tried and tested
route up to Tadcaster, through Church
Fenton and onto Sherburn in Elmet.
There we found the welcome sight of
Sharon waiting for us with our second pie
of the day (lovely & warm) from Starkeys
Butchers of Sherburn. Yum!

Onward we went, through Cawood, Selby, Castleford and finally
Wakefield, to reach our lunch stop at Nostell Village Hall. We
were able to actually sit down (on chairs!) and drink tea and
coffee this time. Being lunchtime, our hot pies were supplied with
mushy pies and mint sauce! This 3rd pie of the day was from Allums
Butchers in Wakefield.

Our outstanding Hostess
having a well-earned
break…

Once Sharon had
managed to prize us
all out of the warm
dry village hall, we
posed for photos
proudly with our
Chapter Flag.

The Aire Valley Pie Run - Saturday 9th September….
by Sharon & Andy Dorsett (Page 2)

It had been raining and as we set off we almost thought the ride was over… There was
a massive flood across the road! Luckily for us Andy D was first in line. It was like
watching the parting of the Red Sea as he ploughed through and we all followed in his
wake…!
Through the rain and flooded roads we continued to Ryhill, Norton,
Woolley, onwards to Flockton and then past Emley Moor Mast.
Finally we rode through Upper Cumberworth to the last stop at
Cannon Hall Park. Sharon was there ahead of us again and met us
with the final pie from Richmonds Butchers, Wakefield.
We ended the ride at Woolley Services and those who hadn’t
eaten enough already joined us at our house for chilli and curry

(and very delicious it was too..).

We had been scoring each pie
throughout the day and the outright
winner was Starkeys Butchers in Sherburn
in Elmet. At the October Club Meeting
Graham Starkey and his son Joe were
presented with a trophy and rosette.
They also kindly invited us to their shop in
Sherburn for a photo shoot and more
award-winning pork pies. What an
afternoon! Graham’s father came out of
retirement for the day to meet us all and
three generations of the Starkey family
posed for photos with the boss on a
Harley with his trophy.

We would like to
thank Graham and
his family for their
hospitality.

Big thanks to everyone on the day of the Pie Run who braved the rain and floods and the 22 bikes
for a great turn out at Starkey’s photo shoot. Thank you to Sharon for having all the pies ready for
us on our arrival.

The date has already been set for the 2018 Annual Pie Run, Saturday 9th June. Once
again, we will be raising funds for Yorkshire Air Ambulance.
This year’s event raised £178.27.

Andy Dorsett

My First Harley… by Andy Waller (Page 1)
For me, it all started when I got lost near
Guildford one day in a place called Peasmarsh.
I was riding my bright red, super smooth, VFR
800FE and stopped at a petrol station for
directions. As I was filling up, I saw a sign for
Harley Davidson, so being curious, trickled round
the corner and found myself in Guildford HD car
park…
I was somewhat bemused by what I saw in front of me. Shiny
chrome, amazing colours, loud exhausts and SO many
different models of Harley Davidson! In a curious state of
mind, I wandered inside and was immediately confronted
with so much more of the same, not to mention a very jovial
chap calling himself the “Dealer Principal”. To sum up how I
felt, I imagined this is what a magpie must feel like. Haha!
A cup of coffee soon found its way to my hand (and some biscuits) and I had a long wander round
the showroom looking at these motorcycles that I’d always considered to be just for old men or
Hells Angels. Never in a million years had I imagined riding a Harley Davidson myself. Or so I
thought. Before long I’d made the “mistake” of actually sitting on a Wide Glide and there I found
myself daydreaming that I was actually riding it! As you can imagine, a Salesman “magically”
appeared and after much laughing & chatting, I found myself out on a test ride on a demonstrator.
Forward controls, low ground clearance, no fairing and sitting in
a great riding position (that was instantly comfortable) came as
quite a shock to me. I’d ALWAYS ridden Sports Tourers or Bikes
but here I was whizzing along through villages and little A roads
on a HARLEY! Now don’t get me wrong, my VFR was a great
bike and did everything I asked of it, it was so reliable, I just loved
it, but THAT day on THAT Harley, something just clicked. I couldn’t
see myself riding a sports bike ever again…
I was out for about two hours that day and just loved how the whole experience felt. I decided to
return to the dealership (eventually) for another coffee and have a serious think about what I was
already considering in my head… Yes, you’ve guessed it, a part exchange on my VFR for a new
Harley Davidson Wide Glide. After another couple of hours, drinking more coffee (& eating biscuits)
with a lot of discussion, I’d struck up a great deal and I’d bought it! Woohoo!
At some point during this, I became aware that I was standing inside a Harley
dealership looking a bit like a Power Ranger in my red leathers and red Rossi
replica helmet. I knew right then that THAT image had to go! No time like
the present I thought. As fortune would have it, Guildford HD has an upstairs
department, with half being full of used bikes and the other half full of
clothes, helmets and accessories. I spent another happy hour picking out
an appropriate leather jacket, new ¾ face helmet, gloves, trousers and face
masks. Jeez this was turning out to be an expensive day! What the hell, if it
makes you smile then why not!
I signed on the dotted line and arranged to pick up my new Harley on the
following Saturday which was fine. I set off home for a long last blast on my
VFR which sounded fantastic with its gear driven cams and a great growl from
the exhaust.

My First Harley… by Andy Waller (Page 2)
Several days past and I didn’t get much sleep before the big day finally arrived. Glorious sunshine
woke me up from a rare moment of sleep and I got myself together and set off. I must have looked
a bit odd in my new Harley riding gear on a shiny red VFR but hey, I didn’t mind as I was about to
start a new chapter in my life.
Unknown to me it was a GHD Party Day and so when I arrived on
the VFR the place was heaving with hundreds of Harleys parked up
and a Hog Roast well under way. People were wearing waistcoats
with all sorts of badges and large names on the back, which I was
told was a Chapter top rocker?? I succumbed to some Hog Roast
and a large coffee and then my bike was wheeled out. All of a
sudden, I became very nervous and realised I was the centre of
attention. I was panicking a bit but I needn’t have worried
because I had automatically become part of the Harley family.
There were lots of nods and words of admiration for my new Wide
Glide so I shook some hands, climbed on my Harley and got my
instructions from the salesman. I rode home thinking that I should
have done this years ago…
Fast forward to today (and five bikes
later) and I think it’s fair to say that I love
riding a Harley and everything that goes
with it. I’ve made so many more friends,
ridden more miles, laughed more than
ever and toured Europe with my lovely
Nicola. All this on a Harley… can’t
believe I originally thought they were
tractors!
Well here she is … My First Harley.
a 2011 (96) Dyna Wide glide in shiny black

Ride safe my friends
and always keep it
shiny side up.

Andy

November News…
A special mention must be given to our hardworking Road Crew
for their fantastic efforts marshalling Ride to The Wall again this
year. Director Mike presented them with pins at our November
Club Night. (Did someone say “The Full Monty”…?!)
On Saturday 11th November.
Leeds HarleyDavidson were offering exclusive discounts on their
new range of Ladies clothing & accessories. With
promises of a “night of never repeated discounts &
exclusive access to limited edition stock” some of
our Ladies dropped by to see what all the fuss was
about… Apparently Kathleen Walsh and Sandy
Greenham managed to grab few bargains…

Ladies Night at Leeds
11th November
The annual Yorkshire Ride
of Remembrance took
place on Sunday 12th
November 17 and raised a
grand total of £1250. We
were very proud to see our
very own Gary & Carol
Holroyd showing their
respects.

Yorkshire Ride of Remembrance
12th November
Approximately 200 bikes
joined in the annual Toy
Run from Squires Café to
Thirsk on a very cold
Sunday in late November.
Our very own Gaz & Caz
were
there
(in
their
favourite jumpers AGAIN!!).
What a fabulous effort from
all involved, with £725
being raised and 250 toys
donated.

Also in November…
Phil Wilks cleaned his
bike! Nice… 

Squires Toy Run - 26th November

Christmas Club Night
Dec 6th 2017
by Nicola Jolly Waller (Page 1)
A very festive evening was had by all, as
most of us turned up in our Christmas
jumpers following a request from my
husband, Mr “Christmas” Jolly Waller.
Unfortunately, around 30 members sent in their
apologies due to being unable to attend for
various reasons. Amongst those missing was our
resident “Closet Christmas lover” Gary Holroyd
who was off rocking instead (but was probably
still wearing his hat & jumper) and another of our
vocal “Scrooges” Eric Butterworth who for some
reason choose sunny Cyprus over chilly
Horsforth?! Ah well, bah humbug 
Membership - There are now 202 members in the chapter with 34 associate
members. Director Mike Gaunt presented some special pins to those
celebrating substantial years within the chapter which included 16
members who had been involved for 21 years! A great achievement.
New Officers - A new appointment was announced due to the decision by
Tony Burns to step down as Safety Officer after many years of loyal service.
Although absent from the meeting, Tony was given a huge thank you and
a round of applause for all his hard work. Andrew Waller has been offered
the position due to his experience within the Health & Safety sector and has
happily accepted. Congratulations were given and Andrew was presented
with his new Officer badge
uge

Thank You - Thanks were given to Andie Hannam for her continued
support to Mike as Assistant Director, Vyv Chapman for her excellent
photography throughout the year, Allan Ward for all his fantastic work as
Head Road Captain and Mick Deakin for his support of the Air
Ambulance. Unfortunately Andie was absent from the meeting but Vyv,
Allan and Mick were all presented with pins.
Ride Outs 2018 - Allan Ward gave us a quick run-down of some of
the rides for 2018, starting with the first ride in March which will involve
a buffet lunch at the pub visited on the last ride of the season. He
confirmed that the Easter Egg Run will go ahead again next year
with the plan being to visit Care Homes within the Ilkley area, to help
raise awareness for our Rally. A number of Club trips are being
planned including Moffat in August (10th -12th) at the Buccleuch
Arms (other B&B’s available) and Valkenburg in September (19th 24th), travelling by P&O ferry from Hull to Rotterdam and staying at
the Atlas Hotel. Further information on both these trips can be
obtained from Allan or Richard Farrier for those interested.
LOH - Ursula Hobkirk reported that £2300 was raised for Breast Cancer at the recent Wine Tasting
event at St Chads in Leeds. Ursula thanked all the ladies who attended. It sounds like they really did
help raise that money with enthusiasm!

Christmas Club Night - Dec 6th 2017
by Nicola Jolly Waller (Page 2)
Roar on the Moor - Andy Dorsett gave us an update and
announced some proposed changes for next year including plans
to have a Yorkshire Air Ambulance Merchandise Stall and a Crystal
Skull (guess how many pennies). The Bike Show will now take place
during the line-up for the Parade Ride and there will be two
categories, Best in Show and Best Paint. The winners will be judged
by the Rugby Club Steward and a Rally photograph will be taken
at this time. A meeting has been arranged with Bradford Town
Council to discuss the use of the roads for the Parade Ride.
New games are being devised, including one involving swords and
blindfolds…. there will be the usual LOH tent with Prosecco (maybe don’t
drink too much of that if you’re planning on using a sword blindfolded…)
and the fancy dress theme for next year is PIRATES! The winner will again be
judged by the Rugby Club Steward. The usual Auction (albeit a more
condensed one) will take place, along with a raffle and a new Tombola.
Allan Ward is currently sourcing bands.

Volunteers are needed PLEASE… for gate duty, registration and to
generally help out all weekend. It’s great fun so GET INVOLVED!! Please
also visit our new Facebook page and look out for updates. Flyers are
available for those who would like to distribute them and there are
promotional Roar on the Moor T-shirts for sale in 5 different colours which
are £10 each. Also available are Beanie Caps and Ruffle’s (@£10) and
Baseball Caps (@£15) displaying the Aire Valley logo. Please contact
Sharon Dorsett with your order or put a request on our Facebook page.

Don’t know where
they got their model
from…!

Entertainment - Mick Pierce updated us on entertainment plans for the next 12 months.
Friday 15th December – The Magic of Motown in Harrogate
Sunday 18th February – Sunday lunch at the Fox & Grapes on York Road.
Friday 13th April - Triumph Tour (with overnight stay for those who would like to).
Friday 27th April - Cider Rally (see Sharon Dorsett for details).
Friday 25th May - Whitby Weekend (speak to Sue Pierce for details).
Friday 27th July - Heart & Soul Rally
Friday 10th August - Moffatt Weekend (already mentioned)
Wednesday 19th September - Valkenburg Trip (already mentioned)

Anyone with any new ideas about nights out or trips should speak with Sue & Mick.
They are open to suggestions as long as it’s physically possible and not illegal… 
Thanks were given to those who donated for the Crypt.

December Do’s…
Magic of Motown
15th December

On Friday December 15th, a group of us headed in to Harrogate
for an evening of Motown Music. The plan was to meet up at an
Italian restaurant, Lucia Bar & Grill, and Sue Pierce gave us all
detailed directions on how to get there. Andy and I arrived just
after Sharon & Andy Dorsett and enjoyed a drink at the bar
together catching up. So we waited… and we waited. As time
pushed on, Sharon became a little concerned and decided to
call Sue to make sure all was okay. It turns out, having made sure
we all got to the right place, Sue had somehow managed to
direct her own little party to the wrong end of town and a
completely different Italian restaurant, Luigi’s. Apparently Luigi
was very happy to seat them but they high tailed it back to us
when they realised their mistake. By the time they reached us,
Mick was more than ready for his beer…
The meal was fabulous (thankfully) so
now suitably fed and watered, and
having become acquainted with
some new friends Jane & Julian
Bullock, we headed in to the very
beautiful Harrogate Town Hall ready
to be entertained.
The show was brilliant, four lads and three girls portraying various
different stars of Motown, from Diana Ross & The Supremes to the
Four Tops. My favourite act was definitely the Jackson Five. With
one of the girls playing Michael and all of them in massive afro wigs
and big flares, they really pulled it off with some great dance
routines.
Being a concert, of course there were members of the audience
who wanted to throw some shapes and show off their “moves”.
It was hard not to be distracted by some of the “wilder”
enthusiasts cavorting around in front of the stage. But hey, they
were having fun, and so were we. We even got to witness a
different type of entertainment going on in our row, as the chap
next to Sue got accused of playing some inappropriate footsie
with the lady in front. For a moment I thought we might have to
send in the big guns (Andy D was nearby) but luckily the
offending man disappeared half way through the second half so
all was calm again.

It was a brilliant night and we all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves.
We’ll definitely do it again, returning to the same restaurant (now
Sue & Mick DEFINITELY know where it is..) and hopefully some
more of you will be able to join us next time.
Thanks as ever to Sue and Mick for organising.
Keep up with the great work.

Nicola xx

Aire Valley Annual Dinner Dance
Mercure Parkway Hotel, Leeds
Friday, January 12th 2018

Just January…

Battle of the
Kings
January 13th,
Leeds-HD

Saturday 13th January saw Leeds-HD launch their entry for
this year’s Battle of the Kings. Aire Valley and St Leger
members turned up to show their support to their
sponsoring dealership and utter relevant oohs and aahs
where necessary…

First Road Captain’s Meeting of 2018

And a big welcome to our Road (Motley) Crew for 2018
who held their first meeting to discuss lots of exciting ride
outs for the Club this year. Welcome to the new recruits 

Aire Valley UK
ANNUAL EASTER
EGG Run 2018
10:00am Sunday, April 1st
(At Junction 1 Retail Park, Beeston, Leeds, LS11 0BD)

Egg donations gratefully received at Club meeting
and the Dealership or just bring them with you on
the day
We will be heading towards Ilkley,
home of the Roar on the Moor
and delivering Easter Eggs to three local Care Homes,
spending a little time with each resident

Sponsoring Dealership Leeds Harley-Davidson

When Aire Valley do the CIDER RALLY…
Friday 27th to Monday 30th April
If you are coming to
the Cider Rally and
would like to travel
down as a Group,
please see below the
planned travelling
arrangements …

Friday 27th April 2018
8.45am - Meet at Woolley Services M1 J39 to leave at 9.00am
9.45am - Meet at Woodall Services M1 J35, to leave at 10.00am

Lunch at The Wych Way Inn WR9 7PA
Journey = approx 103 miles 90 minutes

1:00pm (approx.) - Ready to leave, after topping up with fuel
2:30pm (approx.) - Arriving at Sands Bay BS22 9UR
Journey = approx. 85 miles 90 minutes

Please have your Rally
tickets close to hand.
You will need them to enter
the Rally site.
Monday 30th April 2018
9:30am (approx.) - Leave Sands Bay
11:30am (approx.) - Coffee stop at The Wych Way Inn
2:00pm (approx.) - Coffee stop & Goodbyes at Woodall Services

If you need any further
information on the above,
please contact Andy &
Sharon Dorsett, who are
coordinating this trip.

Roar on the Moor 2018 – The Story so Far…
by Andy & Sharon Dorsett
The organising of the 21st Anniversary Rally at Ilkley Rugby Club
Friday 29 June to Sunday 1 July is well underway.



Bands have been booked for both nights along with Mad Bradz disco.



Councillor Stephen Butler of Ilkley Parish Council will be joining us on Saturday morning
and will be starting the Ride Out and wishing everyone a safe ride.



The Bike Show will be judged before the ride out, with 2 categories of Best Bike and
Best Custom Paint. The Chairman and President of Ilkley Rugby Club are judging the
Bike Show. Trophies to be presented after The Chapter Games around 5pm.



The Chapter Games will run from 4pm. Individual and Team Games. Some of Phil
Wilk’s tried and tested favourites and a few new ones. Be prepared for fun and
laughter.



Yorkshire Air Ambulance are bringing their merchandise tent on Saturday afternoon.
This along with Leeds Harley Davidson and other traders will make for good shopping.



Ursula, our Lady of Harley will be hosting the Ladies of Harley tent.



Saturday evening will bring the Auction and Raffle in the Clubhouse. As an added
extra on Friday and Saturday there will be a tombola and guess the amount in the
skull jar to win the money and jar.



All profits from the Auction, Raffle and Collections being donated to Yorkshire Air
Ambulance.



Traffic signs will direct you to your Roar on the Moor. Rally entrance is clearly marked.

We already have some tremendous Auction and Raffles prizes donated, from Huddersfield
Giants Rugby League Football Club, Yorkshire County Cricket Club and our sponsoring dealer
Leeds Harley-Davidson, to mention just a few.
As always donations to the auction, raffle and tombola are appreciated. Please bring these to
the monthly meetings or leave them at the registration tent at the Rally.
Don’t forget the Pirates Fancy Dress on Saturday evening. The best dressed to be judged by
Ilkley Rugby Club Steward and presenting the winner’s trophy.

It’s your Rally, make it a
great one…

Andy & Sharon Dorsett,
Rally Organisers

Aire Valley UK 2018
Committee/Contacts
Dealer Principal

Burt Perry

Burt@leedsharley-davidson.co.uk

Director

Mike Gaunt

Assistant Director

Andie Hannam

director@avhog.co.uk
Mob: 07866 461398
a-d@avhog.co.uk

Treasurer

Phil Hannam

treasurer@avhog.co.uk

Secretary

Sandra Gaunt

Head Road Captain

Allan Ward

sandra@rawdonroad.co.uk
Mob: 07973 820181
hrc@avhog.co.uk

Editor

Nicola Jolly-Waller

nicolajolly69@gmail.com

Ladies Of Harley

Ursula Hobkirk

loh@avhog.co.uk

Activities Officer

Sue Pierce

activities-officer@avhog.co.uk

Activities Officer

Mick Pierce

activities-officer@avhog.co.uk

Safety Officer

Andrew Waller

safety@avhog.co.uk

Historian

Gordon MacFarlane gordonmac3@sky.com

Webmaster

John Elliott

webmaster@avhog.co.uk

Photographers

Keith Allan
John Sanders
Vyv Patterson

ka1001@ntlworld.com
john@sanders-home.me.uk
vyv1411@gmail.com

Non-Committee Positions
New Members Rep

Sandy Greenham

sandy.j.gr@hotmail.co.uk

Facebook Administrator

Graham Walker

gdwhome@gmail.com

MAG Rep

Dave Malt

dave.malt@btinternet.com

Roar On The Moor

Andy & Sharon Dorsett

dorsettprperties@gmail.com

Road Captains
Allan Ward
Clive Raistrick
Mike Gaunt
Andie Hannam
Phil Hannam
Mick Pierce
Andy Waller
Graham Walker

Head Road Captain
Assistant HRC
Director
Assistant Director
Treasurer
Activities Officer
Safety Officer
Facebook Administrator

Joe Brezinski
Steve Cirell
Kolly Coltart
Bob Elliott
Steve King
Alan Walker

Lez Carroll
David Cole
Andy Dorsett
Richard Farrier
Phil MacDonald
Phil Wilkes

