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m —— Here we are again chums, on the brin of% . R bl in 1
PeSnew riding and ra FA49ss BAPO Y 1'6m Jl 00
@+ forward to getting out on two wheels a agll. Tectords

q The first ride for me will be to the MOT R
» station on the first of March, although i Th q 4 n e
o~ #i snét due until the'®fR2d B9a't He Y e
FULR X this, my bike will hopefully have passed the :
=7 d f 5 o
a test. | h tlfaeStM%'Tethe, I 6jd r
have root canal surgery without anaestheti¢r o Tri ps 7

But at | east thanks to MAGG6s effofrt
ridiculous O0Super MOITEGE pmnommo S edO0 byfj t
nonrriding dimwits in EU Towers has been

This year will also be a milestone for me.|

leave my fifties behind me come Nove bse?,me photos 14
and | will become a sexagenarian.] No
a crime. |8dm not aymen ghNWP s° Be c'afl's e
attention, but | will be having a bit of a do with a load of bands on, and seeing as
how 1 dm under orders, Spank th Monkey wi |l bel ge:
also been consideringlifieidrises. Have | done them all? What else can\dog and ol d 23 ¢
Looking back over the festive period, a good do at the Mercure Par ?/fv%als cer s 94
had, at least by us if not all. We booked our room well in advance and handed

over the correct number of pennies to pay for it.-ifst thexk handed th
usual bit of paper to sign. While reading through it, | noticed an incorrect

payment amount. Car ol poked me| in the ribs an\cjl s a
guestioning when we were directed o0the wrong ayo
that dear Wi fey had upgraded our room from basfi c -
any of the mid range rooms, so we got wultra polsh -
about to complain. Yes even hardened Union reps like a bit of comfort now and

then.

It was great to meet up with friends that we rarely see, as well as those who are

always hanging around. As usual though, a copious amount of vile foamy liquid

was consumed. And this year Do and | werendt ||t he

| was pleasantly surprised at the size of my bar tab the following morning.
Smuggling in gneught room beer is the future.

| am now sworn in as the band booker for Yorkshire MAG. And most of my
Christmas was spent negotiating fees and trying to get band to play as cheaply as
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possible. This most definitely goes against my
be negotiated upwards. However, MAP, the separate company the organises Yorkshire MAG events, ne
2013. As with virtually all bike events, the Yorkshire rallies were blighted by the weather.

gate. The Farmyard Party only just made a profit. 5000 is the minimum needed to break even and we h
Yorkshire Pudding helped. Always a good do, tickditeac@pheand an extra 300 were made available to t
traditional 1500, because of the larger site. More could have been sold.

Into The Valley was well attended because the sun came out on opening day and a great many turned }% and p.

i N
arly wer

5400

ITVthisyearisl2 May and features Bad Sugar (Steve Murgatr

Cool, The Interiorz and Broken Angel on Saturday night. | can heartily recommend Broken Angel for Ho
they are a magnificent band as well as being g

Our first rally this year wil!/l be the North We
Adlington cricket Club, just South of Chorley on th20M\apfiB2014. We have, in the past, woken up with sn
our tents, but for those less hardy souls, there is a Premier Travel Inn about 4 miles up the road. We ha
Caledonian Harley Club make their way down, and their President lives in Inverness.

on the
reat

S t I
W on
riders

But if any of you fancy coming over for -t rioktng some Easter Eggs. We ride up to the local school for physicall

and mentally disabled kids. Thatds where the e
Saturday (19 May), but 10611 confirm nearer the

That 6s about al | f

My heartfelt gratitude to everyone who
contributed to this issue.

The next edition will be ready for the Ju
meeting. Last date for submissions

20 May 2014

Keep the shiny bits upwards and ride fre '§

Dave

ggs
tir
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THE DIRECTOR SPEAKS

Welcome to the first edition of Aire Valley Times in 2014, we e
year with our Christmas Disco at the Noble Comb it was excell
great band and lots of food and drink. The few who did attend 1

having a great time, i1itods a elven:
frommemberR er haps we ought to th oaf S
rather than Christmas |16d be | glw W
The 12 Annual Christmas Dinner Dance was a great affair as a
a few prelinner drinks in the main bar it was good to meet up w
| 8d not seen since the ridin Th:

as any year, and the band were fabulous playing music we all
certainly filled the dance floor very quickly. Every year at this e
around a Champagne bucket, people who want to take part wri
name on a ten pound note at the end of the evening one note i
its Winner Takes All! This year it was won by Steve & Jo Murgz
very generously donated £200 to the Aire Valley Yorkshire Air
fund. Thank you so much.

Good News! | have been informed by Gill Mogg that the Cider
definitely be going ahead this year. Pontins have purchased th /
Rally site from the receivers, and have agreed to allow the Rally to go ahead
in 2014 as originally planh&dow a number of Aire Valley had booked so have a great time.

This year everyone on the Committee has been working hard to once again put together a varied rang;lof even

outs, Allan Ward has arranged 17 Sundafgrilfeck Pierce & Tony Burns have organised both Wednesda
and Wednesday eveningptitie (usually ending at a pub for awednave our monthly meetings both in Leed$
Hart nr Hartlepool continuing, for the usual social get togethers and up and coming e\&um Rfbhiciatiane
arranged two club weekends away. At the beginning of the season our annual trip up to Masham, and

daytime

and

end o

trip to Whitley BayVe will once again take a gazebo down to the SOFER rally so Aire Valley members have a fo

point, and on the Friday night we will have Hot Dogs and Beers at the Gazebo.

We are well on with our pl"ea32014 at Brartinghas Parke Hull. Bherejdte g
near by hotels for those who dondt ¢ anut&Masslridgelfe nt
crossing on the Sunday. It will be a fun filled weekend and we will raise funds for The Yorkshire Air Ambgulance

House Children Hospice. This is a must, keep this weekend free.
Ursula Hobkirk has recently taken over the Ladies of Harley role from\WéenighyhBlalythe position for severg)

years and often found it quite difficult to motivate our female members in the planned activities usually with the
turning up to supporther. k now Wendy didndét restrict her evelnts

attending any of the events | would like to thank Wendy for all her hard work in The Ladies of Harley role and kr
personal experience that those who did attend her events always hahdalgpatasmeany of you as possible will
support Ursul@he has already organised a Coffee Morning at L-8sdsddanéy March, a Race For Life run tp
support Breast Cancer at Temple Newsam in Jun an:
The Dealership (I understand Julian has agreed to @tamutlibed) Ursula

I am really | ooking forward to a great year ong my
in Austria, 5 UK Rallies and hope to go to the European Rally in Croatia.

I't wondt be | ong bef or e "Machacaondingtd Allans Clave) so rideisafei njlg a

CheerdMike
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OK, so thatodos the Chri st ma
forward to some lighter nights better weather and some greg
Candt wait to see some of t
year with some of our members. | have added a few bits to r
but no new one just yet, the winter fuel allowance only just g
but it did pay towards a few bits.

We held the usual-peason Road Captains meeting in Janua
dealership, no doubt you will all have seen the mug shots a
comments referring to age and dubious professions, and tr
2014 have been allocated or | should say the guys have vol
them, no venues decided yet so if any of you guys out there
thoughts on where we could take the rides this year then pl

and see one of us with your thoughts and we will try to fit it i s \, ";

program. The first Sunday ride will be leaving Leeds Harley Baviusdir """ ) :
10am prompt ofi Blarch, with the nextonedh 23 pl ease note that this ye
whichison80l 6 ve plotted 17 Sunday ride outs into t
14" June, but there is always the opportunity for impromptu ones as well.

As for me | 6ve got a foneistha Cidei Rally which ia thenfisstdveekendin M:
the week after the Aire Valley take over of Ma
May and we, thatds Dave Cole Clive Raistrick,

again, this time itds a few days in Germany fo
|l ooking forward to this trip and I dm sure ther

July and once again we will be Hoggin the Humber, this year we will be back at BrahtmdBahlfrovitiithe

Tlr w
e c

y fara r
s har
Gr alt
| ov
e Wwi

Bridge crossing oft .8y, the bands from last year will be making another appearance so come along to hear son

sounds from Jed Thomas on Friday night, Stolen Phones on Saturday afternoon and The Jalapenos on
Later in July and | 6ve booked for The Fenlande
again this year.

August will see me and a good few other Aire Valley members heading south to Bisley for the Sofer Ral
venue, followed at the end of the month by a trip to Aviemore for Thunder in the Glens, already got my t
t he hot el is booked t oo, another couple of wee
September, and g 3

and make the newly named Coast,
the ex coast to coast ex Rolling Ral
just Coast, which is a trip up to Whi
Bay followed by a ride out on the Sa
to who knows where? This will prob
be the last rally of 2013 for me but t
will still be at least four planned Su
ride outs to keep me occupied along
as many impromptu ones we can cq@®
wi t h, so dondt f
for ride outs then just let one of the
captains know.

Well thatds abou
except to say have a great riding se
with us, keep the rubber on the roag
shiny side up and ride safe.

Allan What an evil looking bunch dtarseprobates

S

Baturda
r s F

anothe
cket for
Kk s ¢
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MY LAST RIDE OF 2013

| told Slawek that | was going for a shoulder operation at tt
of September and my biking will be over for the rest of the
wanted to do some riding before the Op.

I didnét know how much | o
agreed that a week maybe too long, so decided a long wes
be best.

We di dnot know when and we
my Op; 30 August 2013 was the day.

It started off on Friday m
home all packed and ready on his Harley Nightrain, My He
all packed and ready to go, we just said we will go were we
best and so south we went.

We headed from Leeds towards the A1 sout h. S| a

we k

weather stayed fine all the way down, we even had time to call in at Oxford Harley Davidson, were Slawgk was ¢

the new 06Breakoutdé after reaching the | andmark
time to carry on as we have to find somewhere to sleep (B & B)

We found ourselves in Warminster, we booked in

After a big breakfast it was back on the bikes, apart from mine, it would not de mobilize and so was stuc
area were we thought it did not have signal block, alarm going now, a few strange looks but still no luck,
jump |l ead and connected to Sl awekos Nightrain,

The sun was shining west so thatdés were we wen
6Lands Endd good roads and great bends made th

We arrived around 3.30pm and not charged was nice. We went for a walk in the sunshine and even had
pasties, shame.

So now we have to head north, as itds the only

Continuing our journey to find another B & B w
Saturday night. The landlord was great as we were a bit concerned about secure parking, he started to

of

a r

, | mov
dug ot
| oV

L, v
e ] C
lice crec

wa )

e f c
ove SO

tables out of the way and open the doors to a function room, which he said was not being used so we pli; inside,

shocked, we said that there was no need as we could now get them under cover. How nice eh. Aftera g
it was off to bed.

Sunday morning and breakfast over, its off we go again.
day made it more fun, we pulled into Bridgewater
but it was closed, so looked through windows and

Of f again heading to a

#Bri dged and what a gre

od me:

Heading towards Bristol on the coast roads, anothmr sunny

arley,
sighed.
ot h
t b

Wales its time to find another B & B. We came to ¢
gcall ed O6Herefordo, wer

and behol d 6 A Copper

of wisdom, | said if | put a proper plate on would t
fine, after he laughed and said ok,

place
we

ll have a look at the map, no sooner had we pulled dlong
side each other, that | noticed a car pull next to me, low

t a

asked if | thought my number plate was legal, thenjhe told
me to turn engines off and out he got. After a few Words

t be
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MY LAST RIDE OF 2013

it was all sorted and he even helped us to find a fuel stati
was only then that Slawek pointed out the backup cops p.
another umarked 4 x 4 over the road. Well he let us go wi
friendly warning we got some fuel and we had to pass the
we gave a wave. "

We pulled in to 6Welshpool g
to the door eventually but | could tell they did not like the |
and said they were just going out and so could not take U
were going out together it must have being a suicide pactg®
found another place and Slawek went to see if any vacan:
short while he came back to say they told him their beds
short for him, what a laugh, so they gave us details of ant
which was cheap £25 each with breakfast, another pub,
quite one, bikes were safe as well. Not the best place but®
breakfast. Well all packed up again for the final day and j&
home, the weather still great and no rain insight, we heac
Derbyshire, we took some strange routes just because wé
came onto a single track road that was just wide enough 1 : Vo
but bugger me, we had this minibus heading are way and thought shlt

were do we go, (luck being on are side all weekend) we found a gateway just in time.

nobbled from a coffee shop earlier in the week, | got the 3 in 1s out and we sat there enjoying the view,
hikers looked at us drinking a couple of Costa coffees asked where we bought them, so off they went wi
when the found out the answer. And grins on our faces. Well off we go again and we came across some
which was cold, dense and wet, our first bit of bad weather, it only lasted a few miles and clear again. W
back home after doing 1130 miles and two very happy bikers; the bikes did not get too dirty either.

Heading overtops to Derbyshire it was time for a coffee, so dug the flask out with just boiling water and }F pape

I f you ever fancy a biking weekend, do what we
Now just the Op to get over and hopefully | &m
And do it all again in 2014

Ps. Op went well and recovery slow but still on track for March 2

hen a «

sadde
mounte
|l we al

di c

rea

Words n pix Graham Cloake And Slawomir Lukasiewizc (Slawek]

D14
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EURO TRIPS

Hello all, its been a while since | have written a piece for
but after a recent nudge from Mike Gaunt | though its tin
my 3 Euros worth!

For those who have perhaps heard my hame mentionec
have never been unfortunate enough to meet me! Luckyss
I &m now |l iving and kinda
between working in the Ski Industry in the winter and in g
summer as a professional tour guide around attractions

My Harley riding time during the summer has been signi
reduced, gone are the days when | used to attend a UK
weekend with Mike Gaunt, John Sanders, Julian Marsh™=
Andy Jones, those were good)ddgsvever as | write this | &
fresh back from the Rossfled Panorama Strasse which k
Austria and Germany, a magnificent viewing point, and S
week instead of Riding the 120km's to Faak Am See | vi Tk
Grossglockner Grand Prix (On the Harley of Course) o -

Nowadays | tend to do two monster European trips each year, between the winter and summer season

ne at th

the summer season in October and one in Spring to St Tropez. Its about planning European trips | though it wou

worth sharing some of my experiences and lessons learned! Mostly the hard way!

| first started doing European trips in around the year 2000 when along with Bob Elliot, Nigel Kersley, Andy 'El

Presendente' Jones and a few others rode to th
things, not that anything went wrong, it was just obvious that planning a trip over 1500 miles and across
bit more complicated than riding to Whitby!

Since then | have lead groups and ridden my bike all over Europe covering some 100,000 miles plus, a
lot more valuable lessons along the way, so | though | might share a few for those thinking about plannir
and maybe those who have been a few times, but could always pick up a few extra hints and tips!

The first thing | am goner say is European trips are all about riding your bike and having some funaitithe
work, then its either not for you or the make up of the trip is not suited for your style! If this is the cage, n
it, do something different!

e f i
porders

learne
a Eur

trip feel
xt time

One of the most important things with riding your bike is to ride at a pace and daily distance you are conl(ortable

with riders who are also comfortable at that pace and distance, finding and wanting to do another Europ
same like minded people is often the hardest thing to achieve, if you sign up for a trip, and ride too dast ¢
far or not far enough can destroy the experience!

an trip
I two sl

| have found often over the years new riders tend to suffer in silence and don't tell those they are riding \f[ith ther

problem, also those new to the long haul trips assume that those who come over as confident actually k
doing when in reality they are making it up as they go along! Or continuing to do the same old same old

Whilst it good to do a first trip with somebody who has been before, this can also be the worst experienc

ow Whe
hnd bad

2, as yo

yourself to be a passenger, and tag along with others and mimic there style of Euro trips, | find generallﬂ}t/hat HC

members tend to migrate to like minded members therefore finding a good group of riders should be ea
Here are my top tips for planning riding those big trips

8§ Stay away from mass riding groups, ol ets al
it will be chaos! | would recommend a maximum of 6 bikes, whilst the sight and sound of 15,20 or
sound appealing, it will be hard work, it will add countless hours on to each day, at fuel stops, ridin
waiting around! A group is only as strong as its weakest link! And when somebody takes a wrong t
will, total carnage! By all means plan to stay in the same hotels as others, that way you can swap
and a few beers, but 6 bikes max is my nol top tip

ri
0 bikes
0 pace,
Irn whic
tories o
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EURO TRIPS

Also, have a meeting or discussion with your fellow riders before you set off, its no good riding with Iaigr;ﬂ/owls if

lark or visa versa, some like to set off late, other like to be up with sparrows, agree a plan before yoaye
it will avoid frustrations on route!

e the L

Plan a realistic number of miles for each day to suit all group members, some like to set off early, seme a little la

like to arrive by 5pm each day, some like to do 500 miles in a day some like to do 250. This is how | plar
similar plan that all group members are happy with.

Engines roll at 9am (thatds sitting on your bi
breakfast as you want even go for a jog if you want, just as long as you are sitting on the bike ready to ri
time, if you arrange to meet at breakfast, some people will have packed and be in riding gear, others wil
clothing and have another 45 minutes before they can even think al@grsetingradivn engines roll time

in advance)

my day

e r
e at the
still be

All stick to the same fuel strategy, all tank up either last stop before getting on the Boat, or first sigpuoff the boat,

can plan your miles accordingly, also work out who has the smallest range and plan fuel stops 30 miles

Pl an your day6s route in advance, I al ways hav

hort of

e tv

plan to do too many miles each day or too long in the saddle as shortening a planned day becomes mo
personally prefer somewhere between 250 to 400 miles depending on the road type and how far the wh

weather can effect your time on the road massively on the continent, so can a small break down, so its %ways g

European AA membership or HOG assistance is a must, over the years | have had either myself or my r
encountered the following! Punctures, worn out tyres, clutch failures, starter motor failure, fuel tap block
jackets with keys in them! Crashes, batteries
Jonseyds bikel!)

I like to arrive at my destination by 5pm, 6pm at the latest that way if we do encounter bad weather or a
hours | ost wil/ not put you too | ate! A typica

9am engines roll

9am 11am 100 miles or two hours riding (inc 15/20 mins fuel and rest stop)
1lamlpm 100 miles or two hours riding

1pmd 2pm Lunch stop

2pm- 4pm 100 miles or two hours riding (inc 15/20 mins fuel and rest stop)
4pmad 5pm 50 miles and find hotel or destination, fuel up before arriving at Hotel ready with a full tank for
With this system you can easily cover 350 miles in a day and still be fresh, deploying these timings you
in Two days no hassle at all!

I f youdre not wusing a sat nav, a good tip dywm t
are searching through a town centre in boiling heat you soon get hot and bothered, dam quick! Over the
the Accor chain of hotels, Ibis and Mercure, they are reasonably priced and do the job perfectly when tr
nowadays | use booking.com both these hotel methods have a cancellation policy up to 6pm on the day

difficul
le trip i

lding gre
ge, stol

di e,

breakdo
d e

he mor
ould do

O pi
ears |
elling «

Of arrive

do have to change your plans due to unforeseen circumstances, it can be done with a smart phone or by ringing

number.

Don't over rely on Sat Navs, the are clearly fantastic, especially for finding hotels, but if they break down
having a map and a rough idea of where the hell you are! Also make sure the person with the sat nav ac

for gow
ually kr

use it! You cannot beat a good old fashioned road sign, and don't forget, getting lost will make for arbett
later that night! Also if you are the lead bike remember to slow down and bunch the pack up when maki
traffic or motorways, its a good idea to | etu
have just nodded off for a while!

r story i
fig turns

peorf
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Motorway pace, | personally like to ride at ar80r@h'f@otorways in Europe, any faster and you will get tirec
quicker, also be aware that not every bike has a screen and or a faring, those of us riding softails, Dyna:s
rods take a hell of a lot more buffering than glides! If you are struggling, tell the group leader, itag lot ea
number 2 or number 3 rather than the back, also if you are group leader at the front, remember the bike
in a group of 6 wil!l be riding 10mph faster ¢}{u
can be as much as 20mph!

alot

, Sporsi
ier to rit
at the b
st t

Riding formation, do it, practice it, talk about it, staggered formation works best, be aware of those around you, c

cross paths, ride for each other, just because
the bikes in front and behind are doing, know when to pull out and back in again.

Setting off back day! Last nights at rallies are always the biggies, therefore be realistic, don't plandgdcset
too many miles, the return trip is still part of your holiday, plan it accordingly, a 200 mile day and a 10a
more fun than, a 9am and 500 mile slog!

y 0L

ff too e
set off i

I hope some of that is of use to you, more than anything enjoy your trip/adventure, see you there, for a fgw cold |

tales -)

Here is my bullet list of the above points

8§ 6 bikes mix per riding group

8§ Set an Oengines roll o6 time, not a breakfast
8§ 2500 400 miles a day max

§ Those at the front, remember those at he back have to ride 10mph faster

8§ Dondt over rely on Sat navs (and assume tho
8§ Booking.com and Accor hotels are excellent

8§ The return trip is part of your journey, don't over ride the first day!

8§ Just because he has done it before and appe

Enjoy

Jonnie N8ike

Past Aire Valley UK Directar

&= (PS if you want to check out the scenery
=4 where | live in Austria, you will realise wh
~ am in no rush to come back! Type in to
® google o0Jonnietash

ti1m
e w
rs

I

Vi e
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THE GREAT AV P ORK PIE RUN

Like so many great ideas, it started over a pint. After the Juwee2@kS/amiohg ride we ended up at The Hu

rs Inn

n
on Riffa Bank, PaeWharfedale. Neil Walmersley and | were chatting and soon the conversation turned tueall thin

and pastry. We soon discovered a mutual love for pork pies. At this time | could see (and hear) the alar
wi feds head, thinking about my chol esterol of

reassure her. Carrying on regardless, the suggestion of an Aire Valley Pork Pie Run was floated. Seeme

checked it out with Kolly and others gathered nearby. After that the rest is history.

Firstly, decide on the pie emporiums. Dead easy. Sorted. Secondly decide on the route. Dead easy.
tricky was finding a suitable Saturday to schedule the ride. Plumped for 17 August and a pre ride on
August. All sorted!

The preide was great fun and the pies went down (and stayed down) a storm.
Then the big day arrived and about twenty bikes assembled outside J B Meays butchers at Yeadon.

After a briefing, the iIissue of pork pie score.
Yummy. After marking the score cards it was time to saddle up and head for Skipton. Parked the bikes

n bells 1
8.5
d like

Sorted.
Ithe We

car (
Ip in the

the canal and Mike began assembling the mini picnic table and priming the stove to heat up the mush;gpeas. B

haddheltd r e
Not hi

t he
i

bubbl i
t he

runner s
he

wer e
hot ©

peas
gravy?os

ng,

l ady n t shop said. n

fr oan
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