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At July’s HOG on the Humber rally, members and friends of the Aire Valley
UK Harley Owners Group raised £5000 for the Oliver Field Appeal.
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Twenty-two month-old Oliver has Neuroblastoma, an aggressive cancer of the
nervous system for which he has just finished a year of harrowing treatment at
the LGI in Leeds. Although the treatment has been successful and his parents
have just learned Oliver is now cancer-free, they face an anxious five years
before he gets the all-clear. However, as Neuroblastoma has a high rate of
recurrence, they are continuing with their fundraising in case they have to seek
treatment abroad if the cancer returns.
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Rob and Dorothy Mitchelmore have organized HOG on the Humber for the
past 10 years. Rob said they decided to donate the proceeds of the rally to the
appeal when they found out about it from one of their members, who works
with Oliver’s mum.
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“Every year, we try to choose a cause where we can make a real difference to a
child in Yorkshire. Oliver’s appeal was an obvious choice because of the
connections and because we knew that anything we did would help his family at
what has been such difficult time. It’s fantastic that his treatment has worked so
far, but we want to help make sure his family don’t have to worry about funding
any future treatment that Oliver may require.”
“We’re absolutely delighted that we’ve been able to donate so much this year
and want to thank all those who supported HOG on the Humber for their
generosity.”
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The money was raised through a combination of rally tickets, raffles, a cosmetics sale and auction, as well as through
contributions from hundreds more bikers who took part in a spectacular mass ride across the Humber Bridge, which was
started by Oliver’s four-year-old brother Sam. Members of the public who came out to watch the bridge crossing also
contributed to the cause.
Oliver’s mum Laura said, “Our whole family went across to Hull for the bridge crossing, including my brother, who went
on his bike. It was a brilliant day – the boys loved seeing all the beautiful bikes and the sight and sound of them all heading
out across the bridge was amazing.
“We’re really grateful for the support of Aire Valley UK, all those who took part in HOG on the Humber and everyone
who donated on the day. It’s a fantastic amount, which will really make a difference to our fundraising effort.”
Next year’s HOG on the Humber will take place on Friday 5 to Sunday 7 July 2013. To stay up to date with rally details,
please visit www.facebook.com/HogontheHumber
For more information or to support the Oliver Field Appeal, please visit www.theoliverfieldappeal.co.uk
Press contact; Penny Allison. Email: penny.allison@knh.org.uk T: 07811 256370
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I am on my knees, begging for forgiveness. Allan sent his
HRC report well before the deadline for the last issue and I
forgot to shift it from my email to my AVT folder, therefore
it wasn’t included. My only excuse is that it was around the
time that a blind b**t**d t-boned Carol and we were trying
to sort that as well as put the rag together. I promised Allan
that I would make a full and public apology for the omission.
I apologise and it will not happen again. However, I don’t
have a report this time around, so I’ve put the last one in.
As I write this blurb, we have just got back from our last
rally of the year, the North West Harley Club’s Shindig.
Once again, I have come away with a trophy for the bike.
Lat year, I got the prize for the “Best Big Twin”. This year I
have the “Best Paint” Trophy. Despite there being some nice
custom paint jobs there, I know exactly why I won - the sun
was shining and it was a glorious day. In the sun, the paint
sparkles and glistens, without sunshine, it is just an ordinary
turd-brown bike.
Talking of sunshine, what sort of summer was that? We missed the NWHC Easter rally ‘cos we were at a wedding, but
the weather was rather good, although in the past, we have woken up to snow covering the tents. At “Into the Valley” at
the beginning of May, night-time temperatures were around –7C. The grass was white and there was frost on the inside
of the tent. The Farmyard Party was reminiscent of the fields of northern France in WW1, trench-foot was the order of
the weekend. Johnson’s completely sold out of goretex socks.
We went on our jollies down to Cornwall and had a glorious week. They’d had rain until we got there, and it started again
after we’d left. The Yorky Pud rally was blessed with good weather, although it was back to basics with only a couple of
traders. Baildon was hit and miss with intermittent rain cloud and sun. Into September and what a change. The three we
have been to have all been glorious and we have been sitting in the sunshine topping up the tans and drinking copious
amounts of falling-down water.
But that’s it, all over for another year, the tents are cleaned and packed up, sleeping bags stuffed in their sacks and
everything mothballed until next April, when it all begins again. I always feel a bit sad at this time of year when it’s all
over, but one thing that hasn’t been mothballed is that 2-wheeled beasty. I’ll still be out on it in all weather until the ice,
snow and council grit is on the roads.
I feel a bit miffed that we missed Hog on the Humber. Carol was very ill and there was no way I was going to leave her in
that state. Still, I got me t-shirt.
Those euro-nutters are messing about again. This time it is
about the new “Super MOT”. It is a way of bringing the antitampering regulations in by the back door. There’s more
about that on the MAG page.
Oh yeah, nearly forgot. The next big thing we’ve got
coming up is the posh frock do at Bramhope. I know it’s our
christmas do, but does feel kinda weird wearing funny hats
and pulling crackers in the middle of January. Ah well, any
excuse for a booze-up!
Ride Safe chums, and as we say about those euro-twonks—
illegitemi nil carborundum.
Night night
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Welcome to October’s edition of your Aire Valley Times, the season is
drawing to an end. It has been a very good year despite the weather trying
to spoil our riding this Summer.
We did however have sun nearly all the way to the 21st Annual European
Rally in Cascaise Portugal, we left Leeds on Saturday the 9th June travelling
to Teignmouth in Devon. It was my first visit to Teignmouth, I was
surprised how pretty a little place it was. We stayed overnight at The
Potters Mooring Hotel, the following morning after a good breakfast we left
to catch the 3.45 pm ferry from Plymouth to Santander. We arrived 12.15
pm Monday but did not get off the ferry and out of the docks until around
2.20pm, just as the biggest thunderstorm I have ever ridden a motorbike in
started. We had 340 miles to travel to Hotel Pombeira, Outeiro de São
Miguel, Guarda-Arrifana fortunately we were out of the thunder within 30
minutes and spent the rest of the day in the sun. The hotel was great, but
had no restaurant, reception pointed us in the right direction for a meal. We
arrived at the restaurant to discover the waitress spoke no English at all, we
of course spoke no Portuguese and they seemed to have no menus. Anyway
she disappeared in to the kitchen, when she came back to the table she
pointed at her first finger and said Pig then her second finger and said Cow
and 3rd finger and said Beef. The four of us ordered Beef, not knowing what we would get. After a few minutes she
brought out a selection of Amuse Bouche, followed by bowls of very good homemade Vegetable soup with warm crusty
bread. Delicious, we were all happy even if nothing else arrived. It did, we were then served with large Escallops of Steak,
sliced fried potatoes and side salads followed by deserts. At the end of the meal we had consumed 4 large G&T’s, 4 four
course dinners, 2 bottles of wine, 4 coffees and 4 brandy’s the total bill was 47 Euros we left 55 but the waitress would only
take 50 Euros 55 was too big a tip. The following day we left to travel the last 250 miles to Cascaise with the aim to arrive
early afternoon, so we can sit overlooking the sea with a cold beer in our hands. There’s no point in me talking about the
rally as it’s been in the HOG mag already. I did however, enjoy the whole trip and Rally.
My next rally was our very own “Hog on the Humber 10” don’t know why the numbers don’t grow because it’s such a
good event that everyone enjoys so much. This year was no exception, a great weekend and the weather was much kinder
than the forecast. On the Friday we had a warm afternoon to chill out before the night’s entertainment. The evening started
off with Mad Brads Disco playing a good warm up set before the live band, the evening was finished off with a storming set
of classics by Mad Brad. Saturday started with a lazy breakfast followed by the ride-out to Withernsea I had to miss the ride,
sorry but I was forced to go for a long leisurely lunch instead. Saturday afternoon saw the Chapter Games and a live band
outside, Pirate Radio, who played a great selection of songs. The rain then came to refresh us all ready for the night session,
The entertainment again started off with Mad Brad followed by Sticky Fingers, then the evening was again rounded off with
another great set by Mad Brad. Sunday saw the ride from LHD arriving at Brantingham Park to meet up ready for the mass
ride to the Humber Bridge. Once again the ride to the bridge was splendid with over 200 bikes travelling through villages
lined with people showing their support by applauding the bikes and riders. Once in the bridge car park we had around half
an hour to see old friends and new before crossing the bridge. The bridge crossing was fantastic with crowds of people
lining the road to the start of the bridge.
Rob and Dot once again did a fantastic job organising the weekend for the 10th year. So a Massive thank you to Rob and Dot.
Allan Ward and his Road Captains and volunteers did a fantastic job getting everyone to and across the bridge safely. Allan
and the Road Captains thank you. Thanks to Paul & Lynne for their bike parking. A big thank you to Phil & Steve for the
Chapter Games. As you all know Rob and Dot have organised the Hog on the Humber for the last ten years, and for the last
few have said they would see it through its first 10 years then pass on the reins, the Committee will have a meeting later on
in the year to work out the finer details for HOH 11 but I have booked Brantingham Park and The Humber Bridge for
2013. The Rally will be 5th to 7th July with the Bridge Crossing at 12.30pm on Sunday 7th July.
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Thursday July 27th was the start of Fenlanders East of England Rally, a great
rally I first went in 1999 or 2000 and have been back every year so there
must be something good about it. The following weekend was the SOFER
Rally and we had a fantastic turn out from Aire Valley on the Friday night
we had a bit of a Chapter get together, don’t know how many members
attended but we got through 68 hot dogs and plenty of beer. So we will be
doing that again at next year’s SOFER. The following weekend I went to
The Essex Chapter Rally there were the usual 5 suspects there from Aire
Valley and again we had a great weekend. For those of you that like small
friendly rallies I can definitely recommend this one.
Thunder in the Glens was as good as ever with lots of Aire Valley members
there. The drum band was new but just as good as the last one, followed by
the second fire work display of the weekend. The trip home was spoiled by
the rain which did not stop for the entire 360 miles, it made it feel a long
way. Not to be put off by the rain 4 days later saw me leave for the Lighting
Rally. This year’s was on a new site, which was good for the bands and the
bar, but if you were camping, I gather the washing and shower facilities
were not too good.
September 7th was Aire Valley’s East West Ride, we met up at Leeds HD for the first leg travelling up to Whitley Bay a fab
route planed by Mick & Tony I think. Everyone had a great time in Whitley Bay especially Jimmy Two Dinners who I am
told spent the evening talking to young ladies and even got bit by one (I don’t know any more as I was not there at the
time). The following morning we left for The Bower House Inn again travelling through fantastic countryside with some
great views arriving in time for a few beers before being served with a very nice dinner. After dinner Elvis arrived in the
building, entertaining both us other guests and a few locals for the rest of the evening. Sunday, we rode back through the
stunning Lake District scenery. Sue & Mick did a marvellous job organising both the accommodation and the routes, I do
hope they find time to rerun this event next year it was just a great weekend. So thank you both very much.
There has been the first meeting about the proposed North of England Rally. Andie and Sandra attended, as I was away at
the Essex Rally. The date favoured by HOG is September 2014 to make it the last UK rally of the season. There is a site
visit in October and I will tell you about the site after that visit, and any other information regarding the rally. I am in favour
of the idea, if the site is right.
I know some of you are receiving my texts more than once, as I said I can do nothing about this. So if you wish to be
removed from the service let me know and I will remove you.
For those of you who do not know it is with great sadness I have to tell you that two of our members died in August. Rory
Hepburn and Billy Buxton.
Rory joined us a couple of years ago and attended many rideouts.. His funeral was attended by over 250 people 16 bikes
from Aire Valley escorted him on his final journey
His wife Michelle contacted me afterwards;“Could you pass on my thanks from myself and all of Rory’s family to all the bikes that turned up to escort Rory It was a great send off for
him and he would have been really touched that so many turned up.
Allan did a great job and I think most of Cleckheaton & Brighouse came to a standstill as they watched us go through. There were about
250 at the funeral and the vast majority I managed to speak to afterwards said they thought it was absolutely brilliant
I am hoping to see one of the rideouts leave Leeds Harley soon Everything is still too raw at the moment but hopefully I will be able to face
it soon
Thank you for all you organised
Michelle”
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Billy joined the club in 2000 and was an active member until his illness started a few months ago The funeral was 31st
August and there were over 30 bikes from sports bikes to Harleys. MacMillan Nurses attended Billy throughout and it was
his wish that instead of flowers people donated money to them.
We are approaching the end of the riding season for most of us, our last official ride-out is October 21st so to help get rid of
those winter blues why not join the chapter at the Aire Valley Christmas Party on December 7 th at the The Noble Comb,
with buffet supper and live entertainment. Then January 11th sees our annual Christmas dinner dance at the Mercure Leeds
Parkway Hotel Otley Road, LS16 8AG Leeds, lots of you have said we should book the same band as last year so we have.
The Stolen Phones will be back this year. Tickets are £25 each and include a 3 course dinner, DJ and Band. For those of you
wishing to stay overnight Bob Elliot has arranged a special rate of £49 per double room inc breakfast, I hope to see you all
there.
Ride Safe

F ALLEN R IDERS

Rory Hepburn

Derek “Billy” Buxton
You may recall from the last AVT that I put this pic of Billy in for the
caption competition, not knowing about his illness. I had one reply for
this following the news of his passing and I think it a fitting epitaph.
Bob Elliot wrote:
RIP BILLY FROM ALL AT AIRE VALLEY AND LEEDS UNITED
There was never a dull moment with you around

I SSUE : O CTOBER 2012

P AGE 7

(B ELATED ) HRC R AMBLINGS
Ok so I didn’t get a report in for the February issue, sorry
about that but not a lot happened in my world during the “off
Season”. Apart from turning 60 and having a fantastic party at
the Noble Comb, once again thanks to Phil and the staff and
to all who came along and hopefully had a good time, I know
I did.
In January the Road Captains had our annual meeting and we
allocated 14 Sunday ride outs for this year, the first of which
took place on 11th March. I had a text from Mike on the
Saturday evening to say that 25 members had text back to
confirm their attendance, so imagine my surprise when we
left Get Geared with 41 bikes in convoy, what a fantastic way
to start the season, well done everybody.
25th March was Keith Allen and Graham Walkers ride to Hawes. 27 bikes left Get Geared heading for the coffee stop at
Dusty Bluebells café at Bolton Abbey where we picked up another member. The morning started off quite misty but once
the sun burned through it was a fantastic day out, wall to wall sunshine for the rest of the day.
Sunday 1st April was Preston Harley Davidson’s 5th Birthday event so I arranged an impromptu ride out to that, apologies to
Paul at Get Geared, they were having an open day the same day, but I did hand out a load of flyers for that at Hawes and
also some guys at work took some so I don’t feel too bad about not making it. We had 17 bikes turn up for this so not bad
for a short notice.
Easter Sunday was an unscheduled ride out attended by 9 members for a ride up to the Manor Café at Leyburn followed by
a short ride down to Hawes, unfortunately the town was full so we used the car park at the Creamery and stopped for a
coffee before heading down through Settle and concluding the ride at Skipton.
Sunday 15th April was Joe Brezinski’s ride out to Derbyshire and The Peak District, the weather was really kind to us that
day with brilliant sunshine for most of the way if a bit on the cool side. The ride itself was through some fantastic scenery
and great biking roads, 2 great comfort stops made for a great day all round.
Sunday 22nd April 12 of us ignored the rubbish weather forecast and set off for a ride led by Ian Macneil and Steve King, and
what a fantastic ride it was, we managed to avoid most of the heavy rain and Ian led us on some great roads around the wilds
of North Yorkshire, how he finds them I don’t know but it was certainly one to remember, if only I could.
The weekend of 27th to 29th April we once again descended on Masham for another great event, the weather forecast was
not good so quite a lot opted for the old four wheeled Harley and went round the breweries whilst the more hardy (nutters)
went on the ride on Saturday. Despite the forecast though we did stay dry for the most part. Sunday was a different story
with rain all the way back home.
Sunday 13th May was the first ride leaving from the newly opened dealership, the guys opened up early for us and we had 30
bikes turn out for the ride to Bridlington via Selby and Home on Spalding Moor then back through Sledmere and
Fridaythorpe.
I’m looking forward to the rallies this year, doing Sofer and Aviemore again and as many others as finances and working
commitments will allow.
20th of May me and Clive and another mate are heading down to Newquay in Wales for a few days and then in June, Dave
Cole, Brian Chapman, Richard Farrier and yours truly are escaping the Jubilee celebrations and heading off to Biker Mania
in Saalbach Austria, Dave and I did this rally in 2010 and it’s a great Alpine location, the whole of the village gets involved, a
bit like Aviemore. Then of course there’s Hog on the Humber 29th June to 1st July, all volunteers to wear a hi-vis vest for
marshalling duties gratefully accepted and welcomed, see me before or at the event.
The 5th annual RTTW takes place on 6th October and promises to be even more exiting than previous years, I will be
helping with Marshalling duties at one of the junctions again and I know Dave Farrand is looking for more volunteers, so if
you can help let me know.
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On both the Sofer and Thunder in The Glens Rallies there will be a group of us riding to the venues on the Friday morning
so if anyone is looking for company for the journey please feel free to get in touch and we can sort something out to meet
enroute.
Well I think I’ve babbled on enough so I’m gonna sign off for now, enjoy the rest of the riding season, hope to see as many
of you as possible on the Sunday ride outs and most important of all, Ride Safe keep the rubber on the road and the shiny
side up.
Allan

Sorry once again Al (Ed)

I CELAND 2012
Hardly my usual adrenaline fuelled outing, but none the less and
interesting ride. Two of the guys that rode the Himalayas with me in 2010
joined me on a journey to Iceland to circumnavigate the Island in July.
We picked up our bikes in Reykjavik, Triumph XC 800’s, which, I have
to say, were magnificent and then we headed off counter-clockwise. With
a population of only 320,000 their roads were amazingly empty,
particularly the ones we were on. That’s a population the size of
Northumberland on an Island the size of England and Wales!
If you like Grey, then it is a country for you. It was the height of summer,
but rain and mist blended in to the mountains and glaciers. That said, it
made the sun and blue sky even more amazing when it broke through.
They sell T shirts everywhere that say if you don’t like our weather, wait
5 minutes!!
We saw Volcanoes and Glaciers, icebergs and seals, waterfalls, rivers and ponies by the hundred and ate rotting shark,
Minke whale and other assorted delicacies. We certainly came back with many unique memories.
Some of the roads across the mountains were close to impassable and charging down a volcanic road on ash and marble sized
pumice stones at 120 km/hr made for buttock clenching moments, but it was an altogether more civilised adventure. Not a
single spill, neither bike nor blood, confirmed that it must be time for something a little more hairy! So, September 30 th
sees me heading off to South Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia and Namibia on The Duma Tau (Roaring Lion)
Adventure Biking Tour, including a swim on the lip of the Victoria Falls, if the water level is accommodating!
A report will follow, assuming I don’t slip over the edge!!

Words and Pix - Steve King
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The previous two years saw us doing a coast to coast ride following an idea that came from the Fulda H.E.A.T. course that
Rob and I went on in 2009. This year I thought I’m getting too old for getting up at silly “O” clock. Still do a coast to coast
but good riding roads and not as far, answer:- Do it where the coasts are closer together.
The idea was to have a daft night in Whitely Bay, or Titley Bay as the locals refer to it, and then head west the following day
for a run through the North of England and down into Cumbria. The west side of the lakes is not as visited as the
Windermere and Keswick areas and I cannot remember ever doing a run there.
So that was the idea, in practise it was even better than we imagined. Heading off from our dealership on Friday morning we
went up through Masham, Barnard Castle and then over the moors and tank ranges, no American forces visiting so it was
safe to ride up there! Coming around the top side of Newcastle and then into Whitley Bay, simple. Into the Avalon and the
Windsor hotels on South Parade. For those of you who don’t know, The Avalon is a biker’s hotel connected with H.A., so
no fear of anyone touching the bikes.
Friday night here was great. Two good hotels at very good rates and several
beers in The Fire House round the corner followed by an excellent Ruby
Murray, or is it Andy now. Pity about Rob’s shirt though, ha ha! Jimmy
Two Dinners had ambitions of a new nickname but only ended up with a
cuddle and kiss from two Geordie girls. Then we found out that it always
Saturday night when the fun really starts, Next year Jimmy, see your name
is down on the list already.
Saturday morning up bright eyed and bushy tailed we were joined by four
members of the Geordie Chapter for the run west. They want to get more
involved next year so watch this space.
Saturday’s run left The Avalon at 11.00a.m., negotiated what must have
been 26 roundabouts to get to the B6318, known as The Military Road.
No roundabouts here as the Romans didn’t have them, straight road
running from Heddon-on-the-Wall to Greenhead near the west coast. This
follows the line of Hadrian’s Wall and is a superb biking route. Down
through Aspatria and the into the west end of Eskdale to the Bower House
Inn. Total contrast from The Avalon and Whitley Bay but that was the idea
of it.
The ride home Sunday was just as good by coming over Austhwaite Brow
down to the A590 and coffee at The Swan Newby Bridge.
So three days riding, round about 470 miles, not a drop of rain as promised
all this with Elvis reincarnated for entertainment in the Lakes, Big thanks to Paul Megyery. My daughter’s friend was getting
married this weekend and whomever sorts the weather would not dare mess with her so I knew I was on a winner!
The staff at The Bower enjoyed it that much that they have put all 27 rooms aside for us next year. It is the weekend of 6 th
September but we are doing it the other way round, Friday at The Bower House and Saturday at The Avalon. Bookings
through us please as the hotels are reserved in our name.
T H E 2 0 1 3 A I R E V A L L E Y , R O L L I N G R A L L Y We are taking bookings now, the price will be
approximately £100.00 per double room at The Bower to include evening meal and breakfast , The Avalon is expected to be
£25.00 a head, bed and breakfast. So that is one for your diary for next year.
Thanks to all who support the club events. Sue and I enjoy setting them up but if there is anything that you would like to see
included then please let us know and we will see if we can fit it in. I am also looking at arranging one day riding courses with
one of the local schools. They are limited to about 12 riders so if you are interested let me know.
Enjoy your riding
Mick
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Epic journey to foreign
lands! Emails from Jill
Doyle to Sue Pierce
(July 2012)
Hello from 2 hardened travellers!
I would like to share with you the lessons we have learned over the last 2 days:
Lesson 1 - travel with either Mick (now known as Garmin 1) or Andie (now known as TomTom 1)then
you won't have to learn the following lessons.
Lesson 2 - when you have owned your ownTomtom for 18 months, there really is no excuse for the
following lessons either.
Lesson 3 - when you buy accessories for said tomtom, namely a lead to enable you to travel long
distances without having to worry about running out of battery, and having bought said cable 2
months ago, fit it straight away, because then the week before epic journey when you realise that
you actually needed a new active mount not just the cable you would have time to get one! We are
now probably the owners of said mount that will be waiting for us when we get home!
Lesson 4 - before setting off on epic journey, go round the block with tomtom on, then when you get
to Rotterdam europort, you won't be stood in car park wondering why Sean the Irishman is not
talking to you today!
Lesson 5 - after nearly 2 hours when you stop for petrol and a McDonald's - We signed on their wifi
to learn how to synchronise your tomtom and headset and get Sean talking to you! Hurrah! Next
check the destination because tomtom can be very fickle and decide to take you back to Rotterdam!
Luckily we are not too stupid, and only travelled 10 miles the wrong way before we got the practical
joke! Very funny tomtom!
We have now done nearly 500 miles in 3 days, with another 250 to go tomorrow! If anybody would
like to repair their shoes or jacket with the skin off my butt cheeks I would be only too happy to
oblige, in fact if you want Jimmys as well you could make yourself a new jacket!
Note to Sue, we are not now going to Rome next year unless it's via Leeds airport!
Joking apart we are ok, enjoying it would be stretching it! We are loving the freedom and towns,
loved it in cologne last night although I only had 4 drinks and was pissed and in bed for 7pm! We
are now in Nuremburg but are just resting in hotel at mom.
The thought of the return journey might make me turn to drink! I wonder if Jimmy will drop me off at
Salzburg airport!
Love Jill and Jimmy
X
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Message from Jill to Sue:
Missing you, oh life on the open road is so much fun! How have I done it for so long!? That was
hilarious, I can just imagine you two. Phil has a bad back but if he recovers in time we are off to Bar
166 and will have a few pints for you. Poor you, you need a bigger seat and need to come with us
next time. You will laugh later I promise xx

Jill Doyle to Sue
My mind has not changed from the never, ever again status!
Right now we should be getting off the ferry in hull, but where are we? Koblenz! Germany! Having
completed day 2 of the return journey, 267 miles Augsburg to koblenz we had a nice wander, drink
etc nice hotel, went to bed, got up loaded bike for last 233 miles to Rotterdam, flat tyre! No problem,
we are in hog assistance, ferry not till 9pm, phone call made mechanic comes blows up tyre followed
him to Harley dealership, closed Monday's! I wanted to cry!
Anyway they were very good, taxi to hotel they booked and paid, another taxi at 10am to take us to
dealer and hopefully bike tyre repaired!
I will seriously never do this again, when we got to Austria I couldn't walk, seriously, for 2 days I think
it was because I was in the same foot position for so long something blocked in my ankle, I was in
agony. I have bought ankle supports for the return and am ok so far.
Jimmys backside is red and sore from sweating in his leathers, he has heat rash. And we are still
not home by 300 miles!
I can say it has been an adventure and we have had a laugh, mostly hysterical!
We loved Austria and Germany, we should have come by train, plane, coach, pushbike, any other
mode but motorbike!
Will hopefully be home tomorrow
X
Message to Jill from Sue:
Oh dear, we need a chat! I have tips for touring but the most important thing is right kit and comfy
seat + regular doses of soluble asprin Ride safe, take pain killers!!
Sue xxx
Hey Jill - just told Mick your story and he has suggested that as I am not riding up to Whitley Bay you
can go on the back of him! I am coming in the car with Sandra as I have to work that day! That
should cheer you up!
Sue x
Message to Sue from Jill:
I want to go in the car! I don't want to go on the back of anybody! We are now back, I kissed my front
door when I arrived home. It has been an adventure. Been there, done that,got the t shirt!
Never again!
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Sunday. A bit further to go today we think.
After a nice breakfast of melon, toast and pastries and the usual
drinks it was time to go. The landlady had shown us a different exit
that only made it a 60-step climb, still no good with all bags etc.
Down the quirky road to the town centre and we got on a
motorway that took us to a petrol station. Simon concluded that
Spanish petrol stations are never where you think they are going to
be i.e. when he thinks they are going to be to the right they are on
the left and vice versa.
Back on the motorway to cover some mileage, when it finished we
went onto single carriageways that were heavy with traffic and
unpleasant to be on in the heat. To the left of us was a motorway under construction; I remember it was being built three
years ago. Slow progress.
We stopped for coffee, a big car park where people were unloading beach gear and disappeared behind a rock. We were on
the seaside.
As short ride thereafter Nora took us off on a smaller road.
We climbed, the road kept bending, we climbed, became hairpins and a
serpentine road. I have now run out of superlatives having used all I know
to describe beauty in the last days.
Here I use them all again and if you know any more feel free to add them.
Signs told us we were in a Natural Park, Collados del Ason. The road was
difficult as it was but to look at the same time almost dangerous, after all we
were not quite the only ones in the park. We just had to stop as often as we
could to give Simon the opportunity to take photos.
After a while we came across what looked like some roadwork barriers but
they didn’t cover the whole road so we went through.
That was just the beginning of more amusement; it became a mixture of crushed asphalt, gravel, stones and big holes.
We managed to negotiate it all and thought it was at an end when what you could call a road disappeared and all we saw
was some sort of bridge construction with a tramline hard-core path at the side of it.
We walk rode the bikes through this uphill managed a hairpin at the top of it and were almost through the road works. By
now I was getting short of fuel, Simon said he was too but I think that was just to humour me.
We rode on passing small villages with nothing much in them, me coasting whenever I could and finally arrived at the
hotel.
Casona de Quintana in Quintana de Soba a beautiful stone building fully restored with character, comfort and elegance. It is
owned by an antique dealer and has the interior to prove that. All the rooms are different and it has a feel of genuine
grandness about it. I would say even more architecturally appealing than Hosteria Camino, feeling less restored and more
genuinely old.
There are fortress looking stone houses in the mountains and villages here. The houses have small windows and thick walls I
like the solid appearance.
I am sure it is for practical reasons like keeping heat in or out. One negative is that it gets very dark inside unless masses of
artificial lighting.
We checked in and asked the lady where the nearest petrol station was it was 14 miles away. Better fill today and not have
the worry about running out tomorrow morning was the conclusion.
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When you have little fuel and can only do an average of 20mph that distance seems an eternity.
When filled the tank we concluded that I might have lasted another five- six miles. Good there had been nothing to worry
about.
A burger and a drink was our late lunch in the town of Ramales de la Victoria a very grand name indeed.
When we came back there was another lady in the reception, which is a big room with a desk. The first one had told us this
one spoke English and we had decided that maybe it would be easier to find out how to get to Santander tomorrow without
having to go back the same way as we came.
She immediately said we must go back the same way as we came, I could not believe what I was hearing. Particularly since
there had been some puncture material on the roads.
We then again explained which way we had come describing road works etc.
She burst out laughing saying she could not have imagined that anyone would come that way.
I thought, maybe not but an Englishman and a Yorkshire Swede did.
A great sigh of relief on my part, I had worked out it would be much more difficult to get through the bend and hard-core
pit on the way back.
Tried to sit out but it is too hot and the chairs are on a slope that makes me feel falling over all the time, in to the cool room
without air con but the brilliant insect blind instead.
Dinner at nine, knocked on Simons door, no answer, not surprising it sounded as if he had a mini disco with Donald Duck
on helium singing in there.
I then decided to investigate the general areas of the place and found the bar and the guest book etc.
When he eventually turned up we went to the bar area, nobody there to serve we had to go and find somebody. I then
realised that the two women we had met did just about everything there was to do in the building.
I really fancied another Tinto de Verano but could not have one.
Simon had a gin and tonic that made him sneeze, very strong he said. I asked the girl if my drink choice was that of a
common man and that’s why they didn’t serve it, this whilst the sneezer was sniggering in the background.
The reason was very simple, she would have had to open a bottle of wine, used little and thrown the rest away. Should have
had my wits about me and told her I drink what’s left in the bottle.
Next to the dining room and reading menus, there was a menu of the day and an a la carte but you could mix them and size
them, as you liked. I think that is a brilliant way of operating.
Simon chose a starter of cheese and tomato and I chose a pate dish, for mains Simon had a bit of meat with roast potatoes
and I had mini octopus cooked in its own ink with rice.
We both finished with homemade vanilla ice cream.
The food and drink was excellent and we are glad that our adventure was finished this way.
We drank Galician white wine, which we may have done before if so many cookers hadn’t been cold.
We sat outside and had a coffee and a brandy, by now you know who had which.
We discussed what had been good and bad on the trip and came to the conclusion that tonight’s hotel and food had been the
best.
We spoke a bit to the girl who did the serving and discovered that she had spent two years in London in her youth, thus
spoke the lingo in a surprisingly good manner considering it was 20 years ago. She was from Madrid; the reason she was
here was the job situation in the capital. She hated being here, it was boring and she ate too much. The “on your bike”
solution works well in Spain.
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Simon has fallen in love with some IKEA solar powered lights they have in the garden and wants me to send him a box full.
At times I don’t know what to do with him.
In my room its still quite warm, must be because of being in eaves again.
Monday. Another glorious morning almost too hot and we are only riding to the ferry in Santander today so there is no
rush, leisurely breakfast and a bit of sitting about outside.
We are going through Ramales today. A small delay on the way, just around a corner the road was full of cows being herded
to new pasture. Like a good country boy I stopped and turned the engine off not to startle them. Simon was much nearer
with engine rumbling.
Good cows just looked at us with big gormless eyes and walked on.
On the motorway all of a sudden I sense something is not right at the front, Simon is going off towards a small town. Its
Nora, she has stopped showing the map.
We stop at a café, deja vue, it is the place we stopped at three years ago and where Simon
fell in love with the bar snacks made of anchovies, jamon and manchego cheese pickled in
oil. This time I tried them as well and they are nice but very salty. He told the barman and
the customers of what had happened, it caused great amusement.
Now I was in for a real surprise, Simon had brought a spare Nora.
To explain, Simon is the eternal optimist and I am seen as a pessimist. I don’t agree, I think
I am an optimist with experience or a realist.
I would never have thought he could possibly think that we would have a breakdown of
electronics. Mind you he is in charge of all that, the route and hotels, I am merely the bloke
that rides behind him and that has to write everything down so that I don’t forget where I
have been and what we have done.
Well, the café coordinates are now stored for next time.
To Santander and on the ferry went in a flash, straight onto the balcony.
We are now on the long way home.
We have a Commodore cabin with balcony for the return as well. It is worth every penny.
I think the people next to us must have brought food; I can hear the clinking of cutlery on plates. All of a sudden I am very
hungry and we are still in port, I wish they could eat quietly. But it is the same here as at home, neighbours are nothing but
nuisance.
Thought about closing balcony door when we went for lunch but saw both our neighbours, none of them would be able to
scale the divide particularly the one who just had lunch. He was the shape of a medicine ball for elephants.
The cafeteria food is just about passable.
Simon then went to buy perfume for his girls at home, this must have brought on a guilt feeling inside me, I had to text
Lindsay and see if she wanted any.
She said yes and told me what to buy and to what price. I still had to phone her when I was confronted with the selection, a
large display of scented alcohol always makes me feel twitchy particularly the hand that has to reach for the wallet.
Simon made some finds in the on-board shop amongst that a travel iron; he has wanted one for the whole trip. Being
overjoyed he ironed four shirts, could not quite understand why, at least two was to be packed in the bag. He is very
particular about his appearance.
If I don’t borrow his iron I shall have to wear a polo shirt that was badly packed by myself and has spent 10 days in the
bottom of my bag.
I think it will be fine; the body heat will fix it.
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Dinner, Simon chose better than me, he was happy with his crab starter and meat dish. My chicken with a minute bit of foie
gras was tasteless/dubious and the main of cod was overcooked and almost unappetising.
We both had cheese; I thought they were all too cold and remarkably tasteless. The desert was a mixture of sorbet,
meringue and cream with a fruit bottom.
Coffee after was out, not served with the first sitting.
What a load of rubbish but I suppose 4 courses for £28 has to be, not to forget it served to loads of people and has to be
prepared like a Christmas party at work.
The crowd going to England is pretty much the same as when we went the other way, there will be no raving parties.
To bed early, Simon is watching a DVD he bought in the shop. I am typing and half listening, Leonardo DiCaprio has one of
the main rolls and it is a thriller. The dialogue and story is absolute rubbish to me.
We soon go to bed.
Monday. Spent until eight thirty in bed, no hurry and not much to do today. Breakfast delivered as promised at nine.
Simon tries the film from last night and luckily the player is of the simple kind and can’t find where he finished watching last
night. Simon is reading and I am editing. We are supposed to land at 1400 and hope to get off half an hour later if lucky.
We are also hoping for reasonable weather.
“Dog” owners to the kennel, we are getting near. Portsmouth has sunshine, very nice to sail in and see all the old ships in
the harbour. It took a long time to get off and even longer to get through passport control. Fine with me if it stops all illicit
immigration.
I had earlier seen two women in the shop, they looked like the standard cruise customers delivered by coach to the ferry,
now they were standing next to me on a full sized Harley each, one on a Rocker and the other on a V-Rod all very shiny as if
washed and polished on the boat. One was putting on raingear that looked like straight out of the shop. I must have looked
in amazement, one of them smiled at me. Maybe she thought I was a vagrant on a bike. Have to give the trousers some
leather treatment.
Whilst waiting small drops of rain turned into rain. It had promised showers so I just rode off, it lasted 60 miles. Quick stop
for fuel and rain suit on and off in what was a drizzle that lasted until Oxford, by now I was more than miserable.
Cross over by Silverstone with lots of temporary speed limits, it didn’t make me happier. Onto the M1 petrol stop and just
go. Lovely to see signs for Sheffield and it was getting a bit warmer. Maybe the old man was right about paradise.
Home, a bit tired, very hungry and thirsty. Phoned Simon to see how his shorter trip to Norfolk had been, massive
roadwork’s had made his trip as long as mine time wise. He told me he had found his wife counting all the 1p’s and 2p’s out
on the kitchen table when she suddenly got angry and started shouting and crying for no reason! He said he thought to
himself she’s going through the change.
At the end of a trip I always feel it is something I would like more of but in our case Simon has to defend the villains and I
have to invent things to pass the time. Family life would of course suffer and probably so would we as a result.
Otherwise it would be simple, find a Primark type shop and get more underpants, socks and t-shirts.
We have had a fantastic time away and would recommend all to go to North West Spain on the bike or in a car for that
matter.
Words Morgan Gustafsson.
Photos Simon Nicholls.
All hotels except Casa Camila in Oviedo found on the Rusticae website.
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In mid-July, the European Commission published proposals to mandate regular Road Worthiness Testing (RWT) for bikes,
trikes and other road vehicles, in all EU member states. You may remember, that more than 18 months ago, many of you
completed a consultation on the subject, one which was incredibly badly drafted and which was only available in English.
Great for the UK perhaps, but not so good for all the European countries who don't use English as their first language. MAG
member Jon Strong subsequently lodged a complaint with the European Ombudsman that it wasn't fit for purpose,
something the Ombudsman acknowledged was a case the Commission needs to answer.
I'm pleased to say that over 9000 people did respond to the consultation though, and it was noted that by far the highest
proportion of respondents were riders, so thanks.
MAG is investigating the implications for Powered Two-Wheelers (PTW) - mopeds, motorcycles, sidecar outfits - and
trikes, compared to the UK's current 'MoT' test with the proposals for RWT. We are in touch with the various UK
authorities and are working in Europe with our FEMA colleagues. The UK authorities are now holding a consultation (until
Sept 5th) with invited parties, and don't worry, MAG is involved. Formal discussions on these proposals at EU level will
commence on 7th September.
The proposed RWT inspections go far beyond the current requirements for a bike MoT. Riders and MoT stations would see
some significant changes, and a £50.00 test fee seems likely based on the available data.
MAG(UK) believes the effect of the proposed additional tests and minimum requirements would be to transform the MoT
we are familiar with into a Super-MoT - more extensive, more invasive, more costly.
Much of the evidence being offered to justify these changes appears to be flimsy and there is other evidence that indicates
that any road safety or environmental benefits would be small compared to the costs of making the changes. From what we
can see there appears to be little support for the proposals and we hope that by working with other organisations and
politicians we will be successful in opposing the changes we are concerned about. In the meantime, we believe the proposals
as they are currently drafted represent a real and genuine threat to biking as we know it.
MAG Netherlands and MAG Belgium are organising a protest ride to Brussels on the 22nd September leaving at 11:00 from
Hazeldonk south of Breda, along the A16 (E19) (just before the border crossing Netherlands-Belgium). It's being supported
by other FEMA rider organisations, such as those from Norway and even Germany, home of the TuV test.
Here in the UK, MAG is supporting the protest ride, but we'll be doing something this side of the Channel too, if you can't
make it over to the Continent. We aren't going to demonstrate at this stage as we are working with the Dept for Transport,
but we are going to organise 'ride-ins' to MoT centres here to raise awareness of the new proposals and offer information and
support. We are also planning the next stage of our own campaign on RWT which is where you, and good old letter writing
begins again. It's all to come in the next few weeks.
We have been warning of these developments for more than a year, well before the proposals were published. During that
time MAG has been campaigning to expose the EU's failure to consult the public correctly before drafting the
proposals. After analysing the background material published by the Commission in July, MAG does not believe there is
sufficient or reliable evidence to support the proposals. But in essence:
PURPOSE OF THE REGULATION:
The goal of road worthiness testing is said to be "to check the functionality of safety components, the environmental performance and
the compliance of a vehicle with its approval".
MAG's main concerns about the proposals include:
1. Modified vehicles: RWT is intended to check for modifications to the vehicle and ensure compliance with typeapproval; DfT say this may prevent most modifications to vehicles without further approval of the vehicle and will apply to
many components. Even 'Historic' vehicles (over 30 years old) that were built before the Type-Approval system was
introduced would be subject to checks - the Regulation allows them to be exempted from RWT, but only if they are of

I SSUE : O CTOBER 2012

P AGE 21

MAG - T HE F IGHT G OES O N
original appearance, including replacement components. This would be both difficult to administer and counter-productive
as many historic vehicles were supplied in non-standard form and modified for improved reliability, better lighting, etc.
throughout their life.
2. Cost and Complexity of the test: RWT tests would take longer, test more items, more rigorously and will require
bike testing stations to invest in new equipment where measurement is not part of the current MoT
• gas emission analysis / interrogation of On-Board Diagnostic equipment (this will require new testing equipment)
• noise meter to decide borderline cases (this will require new testing equipment)
• brake efficiency testing (DfT say this is may require changes to brake testing equipment)
• brake fluid analysis (this will require new testing equipment)
• efficiency of shock absorbers on trikes (this will require new testing equipment)
• operation of security devices
• more invasive testing (the Commission appears to want brake pads/shoes to be visually inspected for contamination of
their surfaces)
• all trailers capable of more than 25mph must be tested (DfT say this includes all trailers - eg; motorcycle trailers)
• annual re-training of RWT inspectors (added cost)
• creating an EU system linking national and manufacturers' electronic vehicle databases so that records and road
worthiness information about all vehicles will be available everywhere in the UK (subject to the Commission conducting a
feasibility study)
3. Other impacts on riders
• MAG believes there is a real possibility of a 40% increase in test fees to £50.00 for solo bikes (based on available
comparative data provided by the Commission and national testing authorities)
• Riders would also be faced with increased servicing and repair costs in order to meet the new test standard.
• Fewer testing stations (the cost of new testing equipment may force small testers to give up, ALSO testers will have to
avoid conflicts of interest, specifically 'salary or any economic interest or personal benefit' - this may mean larger, less local,
dedicated testing centres if only testing OR repair is permitted)
• RWT certificates must be kept on the vehicle (possibility of theft and damage to the certificate)
• The Commission wants a re-test after any modifications to safety and environmental systems or components (this would
be a decision for the UK authorities)
• The Commission wants a re-test when the vehicle changes hands (this would be a decision for the UK authorities)
• Dangerous faults would result in vehicle registration being 'revoked' until the vehicle passes another test (this suggests a
re-registration fee of £25-55 based on DVLA's current charges)
National governments may opt out of some aspects of RWT and also go beyond the minimum requirements in the
Regulation, eg; the proposal for testing bikes and trikes after year-four and then every two years - UK government has
already signalled it would not change the frequency of testing from the current year-three, then annual MoT frequency.
The date of implementation is expected to fall sometime between 2014-16 depending on progress of the Regulation. There
would be a transition period of up to five years after the new Regulations come in to force, during which time the existing
MoT may continue.
This is a significant package of measures, with detailed annexes and three Impact Assessment documents. All documents
relating to the proposals may be accessed at from the Commission web site.
Proposed Regulation: http://ec.europa.eu/transport/road_safety/pdf/road_worthiness_package/
proposal_for_a_regulation_on_periodic_roadworthiness_tests_en.pdf
Further detail about the test itself: http://ec.europa.eu/transport/road_safety/pdf/road_worthiness_package/
annex_to_proposal_for_a_regulation_on_periodic_roadworthiness_tests_en.pdf
Paddy Tyson - MAG Campaigns Officer
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BMF P RESS R ELEASE
We have received the following press release from Pilsner Urquell and thought that you may be interested.
Gill, the editor of Motorcycle Rider the BMF Membership magazine, has two complementary tickets for the event and
invites two BMF members to attend and write a short piece for inclusion in Rider.
If you are available on that evening, can make your own way to the venue and would like the opportunity to meet Charley
Boorman than please contact Gill at james.gill@archantdialogue.co.uk.
If you are not lucky enough to be chosen as one of the two BMF representatives you can still have the opportunity to meet
Charley by purchasing tickets for the event from See Tickets.

Pilsner Urquell Presents
A N AUDIENCE WITH TV ADVENTURER C HARLEY B OORMAN
What?
Pilsner Urquell Presents ... event
Where?
THE ROYAL COURT THEATRE
Sloane Square
London SW1W 8AS
When?
16th October 2012
7pm - 10pm
Ticket price?
£25 per person
On 16th October, Pilsner Urquell is hosting an exclusive evening with Charley Boorman at the Royal Court Theatre.
The one night only event will offer attendees the opportunity to get up close and personal with the modern-day
adventurer, travel writer and entertainer during an intimate on-stage interview which is set to unveil fascinating tales
from his expeditions around the globe.
Following the on-stage interview, guests will be invited to a reception where they will have the opportunity to meet
Charley over a pint of unfiltered and unpasteurised Pilsner Urquell - a limited brewery release delivered to the event just
24 hours after leaving the Czech brewery. Czech canapés will also be served to accompany.
Tickets are limited, for more information visit www.pilsnerurquell.co.uk or www.seetickets.com

In the next issue of Rider there is going to be a spotlight on Global Touring.
Have you ridden anywhere exotic? We're looking for BMF members who have ridden in places like South East Asia,
Africa, South America, Australia, The Arctic Circle or anywhere else that isn't just up to the shops... Tell us where you've
been and what it was like. If you have some spectacular high res photos as well, all the better.
Send your contribution to Gill at james.gill@archantdialogue.co.uk or me at membership@bmf.co.uk.
With Best Wishes
Rachel Crossley
BMF Membership Secretary
0116 2795112
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Masham
26 - 28 April 2013

Attending a weekend away with Aire Valley is a great opportunity for new members to become really involved with the
club and for our older members to just enjoy what they have done before.
Everyone is invited to our weekend away in April next year, our 4th year at Masham. Check out the AV website for
pictures from previous years! It was always our intention to expand the numbers and this year we have reserved additional
bed and breakfast accommodation (4 rooms) and also have the possibility of a rental property (7 bedrooms) in the town.
Anyone staying “off site” will be able to come to the Kings Head to eat, meet up, and generally join in the fun. Mick will
give updated information at the monthly meeting, but if anyone wants to chat about the weekend do please call Mick or
Sue.
27 rooms have been reserved at The Kings Head at Masham for the weekend - 12 rooms (including 2 singles). Bike
parking will be in the courtyard.
The hotel is situated in the Market Square at Masham and it offers a warm welcome with an excellent menu range . The
hotel serves traditional Theakston’s and Black Sheep cask ales.
The cost for the weekend will be £180 for 2 people sharing a double room and will include bed and full English breakfast
and a 3 course evening meal on each night. There are also 2 single rooms available at a reduced cost.
The plan is for us to leave Leeds Harley at around 10.30am on the 26th for a leisurely ride to the hotel, arriving mid
afternoon.
Will anyone interested in the weekend please email ao@avhog.co.uk and indicate whether you would prefer a room in the
main building or a courtyard room. Rooms cannot be booked directly with the hotel but you can have a look round the
facilities by checking out www.kingsheadmasham.com.
Masham is a great place for a weekend and there is local camping within a mile of the hotel at The Old Station Campsite.
Please check out the website - www.oldstation-masham.co.uk
Please email to register your interest as soon as possible or call me. There will be a small deposit required after Xmas to
secure your room at the hotel.
MICK PIERCE & SUE PIERCE
ACTIVITIES OFFICERS
07762005783/07762005783
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C APTION C OMP
I have here a pic of our Head Road Captain Allan. If any of you come up with a suitably funny caption, I’ll provide a bottle
of wine (at great personal expense, I might add…) for the funniest . It will be judged by me and Mrs Dave (the lovely
Carol). The judges decision is final, so there…!

The next issue of this esteemed rag will be out for the February meeting.
The deadline will be 20 January 2013 so that is plenty of time to get your
pix and stories from Christmas, new year and the posh nosh do in to me.
As always, original jpegs as big as poss please.
Shiny side up dudes
www.avhog.co.uk
http://picasaweb.google.com/102322754081651743232
for loads of pictures
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