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Friday evening saw the peace and quiet of the sedate North Yorkshire
town shattered with the arrival of Aire Valley. About 25 bikes and trikes
pulled up at the Kings Head, topped off by the aerial arrival of Helicopter
Bob and his good lady, topping off the invasion. The pints flowed and
everyone was looking at the weather forecast! A fine meal and more
beverages followed and tall tales became taller.
On Saturday we were joined by a few more hearty riders and around half
the congregation headed out towards Barnard Castle, with fingers tightly
crossed hoping the rain would hold off. The remaining good souls stayed
behind and were overtaken by a tsunami of alcohol, primarily purchased
at the co-op and not so cunningly smuggled back on to hostelry land!!
The rain held off until our lunch break on top of the moors, where we
watched the clouds come in and obscure the view. Still, spirits were high
and so were we, cartographically, not pharmaceutically! A sensibly slow
descent of the tortuous roads left everyone upright and then we enjoyed a
predominantly dry return trip to the Pub.
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M ASHAM 2011
Upon arrival, we were ceremoniously
welcomed back by a variety of individuals
wearing Bridget Jones‘ knickers and
internally fuelled by Pimms. A heart
warming reception for us weary travellers.
Bizarrely the alcohol continued to flow
until, during and well after another
excellent repast topped off by a birthday
cake for Pam and the consumption of a
raffled bottle of Port, raising funds for the
Yorkshire Air Ambulance. The evening
culminated with a group of rugby players
attempting to impress with tales of daring
do, but they provided entertainment and
sport for the Ladies of Harley.
The morning saw departures in all
directions, including a stalwart band
heading for the ferry at Hull, en route to St. Tropez, this year expecting sun rather than last year‘s snow.
General opinion was that a repeat next year would be warmly welcomed and a thanks from us all to the
Activities Officers, Mick and Sue for organising another excellent event.
Words and Pix Steve King

W HEN

YOU WISH UPON A STAR

LOH Rep Wendy handed over a cheque for £600 to the “When You Wish Upon A Star” charity. A big thanks to all the
ladies of Harley for their kind help and donations. Thanks also go to Phil Hannam for the use of the pub. The charity was
very grateful and send their thanks.
Words and Pic Wendy Day
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D IRECTOR ‟ S M USINGS
Welcome to the 2nd edition of the AVT 2011, I've just returned
from St Tropez and what a fantastic trip it was. Great weather,
sun all the way there and back, we did not get 10 minutes rain
over the whole trip. What a change from last year's continual
rain and snow, and we got all the way to St. Tropez without
travelling on a payarge. We crossed via Hull to Zeebrugge then
travelled to Prairies de le Mer via Luxeuil-Les-Bains and Gap.
Our return route was via Cluny and Metz, with an afternoon
crêpe and coffee in Blanconburge, before getting the boat back
to Hull. For those of you who have never been to this rally I can
wholeheartedly recommend it, it's a fab event with great biking
roads all the way.
I travelled with John Sanders and Julian Marshall Sue & Mick
Pierce and Andie & Phil Hannam joined us for the first leg of the
trip. We met up with a number of Aire Valley members at the
site and spent time with Mary & Steve Hedley and our Oslo
member Rolf Winther-Larsen great company to go with the
brilliant food and the odd drink. I phoned Sandra one afternoon
as we were returning from lunch in St. Tropez quick call to say I
was going for a little lie down before the night session.
Apparently I left my phone on and she then heard me arranging
a quick stop at a local bar where they had really great Champagne - she was not impressed! We all make the
odd mistake.
While I was in St. Tropez I received news that next year's European Rally will be held on the in Portugal. As
soon as I have the dates confirmed it will be put on the website. The last time the European Rally was in
Portugal was 2004 it was a fantastic country for motorcycling with some fascinating places to see on route. I
love the sunshine but on that trip I complained about the heat, it was like riding into a fan heater at times.
Nevertheless incredible riding and I will certainly be going to the 2012 rally.
Before leaving for St. Tropez I attended the Aire Valley Masham weekend organised by Sue and Mick Pierce
and what a good weekend it was, nice hotel with good food and a bar full with beer - what could be better? Bed
breakfast and evening meal all for £75 per person for the weekend, I would like to thank Sue & Mick for a great
weekend. I hope I am not letting the cat out of the bag, but I believe that Sue & Mick have booked the place for
next year at the same unbelievable rate.
For those of you attending the SOFER rally in Bisley, I will be taking a gazebo and BBQ down with me so look
out for the Aire Valley flag. On the Friday night at around 7pm we will be having a AV members get together
with a few beers (feel free to bring along extra alcohol) and if I can con someone in to wearing the AV chefs
jacket (I know we have some good cooks in the Chapter and I know who you are Phil) we'll have a bit of a BBQ.
If it goes well we will be doing the same on the Saturday night, we will arrange a time on the Friday.
At the club meetings we hold a raffle as we do on the club rideouts the proceeds of the two raffles will be
presented to the Yorkshire Air Ambulance at the end of the year. The Chapter buys the ride out vouchers
(£200) from Leeds Harley-Davidson and I provide the wine for the meetings to limit the costs to the Chapter I
think you will all agree that if you ride a motorcycle this is a great charity, so be generous. We did need their
services at the last Zimmer Club Rideout (see Tony's Article).
The Druid Run takes place shortly, (25 June) and all of the profits will go to the Air Ambulance. I hope many
members take part in this, it's a great days riding. You don't have to do the whole ride you can join and leave at
any of the sections, so do try to support this event. Mick & Sue spend a lot of time organising this.
he 1st to the 3rd July is our very own Hog on the Humber Rally all our members should try to get there if not
for the weekend then for the Bridge crossing on the Sunday. The profits will be donated to Yorkshire based
children's charities. A rideout will be organised from Leeds Harley-Davidson on the Sunday morning to join
the ride from Brantingham Park to the Humber Bridge. This is a mass ride through all the little villages on
route to the bridge, most of the village residents line the street to see the bikes. It's great fun. While I am
talking about HOH, I think Rob & Dot are still looking for volunteers to help with the event. If you can spare a
little time over the weekend please contact them, they will appreciate the help. Again all our members who preregister will be given a free beer on Friday and Saturday tea time, you can't beat that so get your registrations in
the post.
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Our full events list is in our website avhog.co.uk so I will just
mention a few forthcoming events:Million Mile Monday 27th June
Every mile counts. Help HOG reach its worldwide goal of riding
millions of miles in a single day. It's free! After your ride log on to
www.members.hog.com and record your mileage and download
your certificate. It's a shame we can't include the Druid Run
mileage!
Thunder in the Glens - Aviemore Aug 26-29
Steve King is organising the Chapter meal so if you are going to
Aviemore this year speak to him at the next meeting or you can text
07967535235 and Steve will let you have all the information.
Heart & Soul 16-18 Sept
I would like to mention the recent death of Graham Ryder who
sadly passed away in April. Known to us all as Chaz, he and his wife
Shaz were appointed New Members Officers by Andy Jones and
carried out their roles for almost seven years. They only gave it up
when Sharon became quite poorly and needed to take things a bit easier, but they both remained active Chapter
members. The service - A Celebration Of Life - took place on Thursday 28th April at St. Wilfrids Church in
Brayton. The church was full of his friends and family members. Sharon requested Aire Valley escort Chaz from
home to the church. Tooty led the riders from Leeds Harley-Davidson. Chaz will be sadly missed and our
sincere condolences to Sharon, Paul, Stuart and Rachel.
I would like to welcome the following new members to our club:Mike McCarthy from Leeds
Steve Axell, Brian Chapman from Thirsk
Andy Patrick from Harrogate
David H Green from Otley
John Coleson from York
John Frankland from Richmond
Barry Jowett and Arlene Moody from Shipley
Andy Patrick joined us at Masham and JF (John Frankland) joined us in St.Tropez
We now have a total of 270 members in the Chapter
Well done to Lynne Pickles for being the first Aire Valley Lady of Harley to fly the Aire Valley UK flag. Along
with her husband Paul, Lynne looks after the New Members. they both look forward to spending time with the
New Members after the monthly meetings at Yarnbury.
Well done to Wendy Day for organising our Ladies of Harley in the Race For Life at Broughton Hall on Sunday
22nd May and thanks to Marie Wilks, Sandra & Jen MacDonald, Andie Hannam, Carol Malt, Liz Watmuff, Pam
Carrins, Danielle Guest, Lynne Pickles, and Dr Debbie Elliott for crossing the finishing line. Wendy will
announce at the next meeting the total amount raised for Breast Cancer at this event.
Looking forward to the rest of this riding season with everyone from Aire Valley, ride safe.
Mike
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E DITORIAL
Summer‘s nearly here, or have we had it? Well, the
Farmyard Party has yet to happen and we have our annual
trip to Cornwall to look forward to, so here‘s hoping for some
sunshine and some brilliant riding weather.
Since my last missive, I have picked up my new bike—hoo
boy what a machine! Acres of chrome, metallic paint and the
110 cubic inch Screaming Eagle power plant. The thing pulls
like a train and I can‘t get the grin off my face. There is a
twisty uphill lane that I mainly take on my way home from
most places eastwards and it is an enormous thrill feeling
the power and torque of that throbbing v-twin pulling me
upwards. I could go the quick way home, but who wants to
do that?
We have been attendees at a couple of rallies so far this year.
My other club (North West Harley Club) had its Easter Egg run and rally over the Easter weekend at the
Adlington Cricket Club near Chorley. The two bands over the weekend were Little Rock on the Friday, and Mr
E on the Saturday. Both bands hail from the Bradford area and are close friends of ours. Little Rock is fronted
by the gorgeous Storm (sorry Carol, but she is, ain‘t she?), and Mick, the ginger drummer is in my band Spank
the Monkey. Mr E‘s guitarist is the annoyingly talented Neil Saxton (Sak to his mates). Sak was a member of
seminal eighties rockers Baby Tuckoo, who made a few albums with John Verity at the controls and toured
America regularly.
The first MAG rally of the year was on the following weekend. This year the site was opened to a limited
number of punters on the Thursday evening. Having pitched our mansion and had a bite to eat, we met up with
a few of the other marshals in the bar. It was only after several beers that we noticed Steve and Kath Crowther
sitting the quietly enjoying a beer or two. We couldn‘t allow that to continue so we invited them across to join
us and immediately lowered the tone of their evening.
Six bands across the weekend had the marquee bouncing. In my own humble opinion, the highlight of the
weekend was a Levellers tribute band, The Spirit Levellers. The violinist in this band is a phenomenal
musician. To be honest, the whole band were brilliant.
A certain member of our club forgot about his wedding anniversary over the weekend, so we had to let our
compere know about this aberration. Rick Hulse is a man who doesn‘t mince his words and he let the
miscreant have both barrels. I won‘t name names, but suffice to say, Liz got her own back by getting mingmonged, falling over taking Colin (oops what a give-away) with her and flattening the tankard he got for his
21st birthday along with the new one that Steve Murgatroyd had just purchased. Oh what fun.
A wander around the custom show in the windy sunshine on the Saturday afternoon found us bumping into
Andy and Tooty. We missed the trophy presentation cos we had to get back to work, so I don‘t know how
Andy‘s bike did against the competition.
In all, the weather for Into the Valley was kind, if a little windy. The new big marquee was well received and
was packed. A few lessons have been learned about the layout and will be addressed next year, well it was all
new to us.
The next one for us is the big one, MAG‘s Farmyard Party. We will be up there all week preparing during the
day and visiting the pub during the evening for a shandy or two. It will also be our wedding anniversary (I
know…) and it is where we spent our honeymoon. Most people go somewhere exotic, but we spent ours in a
windy field at Duncombe Park and we wouldn‘t have had it any other way.
We are looking forward to our first Hog on the Humber in July. We will be there for the rally, but unfortunately
can‘t do the ride over the bridge. I have to be back in Bradford for a Rugby match. I know the Bulls aren‘t doing
all that well, but I‘ve paid for my season ticket and I have to go.
Keeping the rubber bits down and the shiny side up
Dave
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HRC S AFETY C ORNER
At the time of writing it‘s mid-May and the season is still
relatively young. The Sunday ride-outs are in full swing
and well attended by new and ‗old‘ members. The road
captains are doing their usual good job in planning,
leading and conducting the club rides. Informal rides are
taking place each Sunday (non ride-out Sundays) for
anyone who fancies a run out with smaller groups – just
turn up at the dealership ready for a 1000hrs start and see
who‘s there. The summer mid-week evening rides
commence on 15 June and if you fancy an evening in the
saddle, we meet at McDonalds on the Leeds ring road
between Horsforth Woodside roundabout and
Meanwood /Lawnswood roundabout at 6:30pmfor a 7pm
start. Check the ride out page on the website for July and
August dates.
I think most members will know that we had an accident
on the Zimmer Club ride on 13 April involving two of our
members; John Davison and Richard Farrier. Richard
was relatively unhurt and we look forward to seeing him
back in the saddle at forthcoming rides. John, however,
was not so fortunate and was air-lifted off Sutton Bank by
the air ambulance and taken to the James Cook hospital in Middlesbrough where he remained for about three
weeks before being transferred to Pinderfields in Wakefield. Progress has been slow because of the nature of his
leg injury and it was some considerable time before the surgeons could perform the operation to set his broken
leg. Having just spoken to his wife (18 May), I am pleased to report that the operation was successful, the pins/
clips have been removed and the leg is in pot. He is being discharged today (18 May) and he will be in a
wheelchair for about five weeks. The break to his arm is also not a ‗straightforward‘ break and the healing
process will be relatively slow, however the prognosis is good and he should regain full use/close to full use of
his arm. John is a keen fly fisherman and fly tier and unfortunately a break to his right leg and right arm will
seriously hamper his plans for this season‘s fishing and fly tying!
The accident serves as reminder to us all that motorcycling can be dangerous and I am sure that all members
will join me in wishing John a full recovery and we look forward to seeing him in the near future.
On a brighter note, I hope to see more new members joining us on the ride-outs and I would ask that new
members make themselves known to me or any of the road captains before the rides set off from the dealership
– it‘s a good time to make introductions and let new members know a bit more about how we ride in a large
group.
With my Safety Officer hat on, I would like to repeat the offer I made at the last club meeting with regard to safe
riding and improved skills. We have some IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorcyclists) members in the club who
would be happy to do one-to-one (or small group) riding/training sessions for anyone who feels that they would
like to improve their skills etc. The IAM members are not putting themselves forward as expert motorcyclists,
just offering to give up their time to help any members who would like to take up on the offer. If you are
interested, please have a word with me or text me your contact details to 07769826082.
That‘s all for now folks, let‘s hope we have good weather for the rest of the season and please, please, watch your
mirrors for approaching road captains!
Tony Burns
Head Road Captain and Safety Officer
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T HE B AG WITH THE F LAG
It would appear we owe Aire Valley a new chapter flag, and it's your fault so there. At the April meeting Mike
asked for volunteers to do a parade to the MOSI museum in Manchester and all he got was silence, so after the
meeting Grumpy had a word with him and offered our services for the day on the quiet. Much to Grumpy's
surprise Mike just gave him the brand new chapter flag and said enjoy. A few days later the daft sod had an
idea, I don't normally allow him to do this but he must have escaped. Without my knowledge he contacted
Sandra the proper boss and asked if any Lady of Harley had ever carried our chapter flag in a parade and the
answer was a definite NO... So I became the first Aire Valley L.O.H. bag with a flag for a day. Grumpy had the
job of fitting a flagpole onto my heritage and all it took was a couple of tent repair poles thanks for the idea
Mike, and a couple of jubilee clips. It's a Yorkshire thing, he just hates parting with brass and he has loads of
jubilee clips in his van. Still it's a good job my bike has a rack or he would probably have cable tied the flag to
my backside.
We had a brilliant ride up the M62 to Stockport, met loads of old and new friends at the dealership to chat and
have a laugh with and at 10am on the dot the road captains, many of them volunteers from St Ledgers and
Deva legion moved out to mark every junction, roundabout and turn on the route to MOSI right in the centre of
Manchester. It was a brilliant run, sunshine, bike, flags, people clapping as we passed, and best of all, my own
personal escort in the middle of about twenty chapter flags by four lovely Irish lads and Grumpy was miles
away at the back of the 150 to 180 bikes in the convoy, the only thing missing was chocolate!
The Harley display was interesting but I am not sure I would have paid 8 quid for it, but for club members, on
the day it was free, so I went round twice to get my money's worth. There were plenty of people taking photos
and even some people with video gear too, didn't know about that one or I would have had an extra hairbrush
session. Check out the video in the new HD e,magazine and you will know what I mean, well the girls will. Oh
and I am not fat, well not that fat, l was wearing Grumpy's waistcoat as I needed an A.V. backpatch. Besides if I
did manage to cock anything up he gets the blame ‗cos his name is on the waistcoat. HA HA. We eventually
had coffee and cakes in the museum cafe and made our way back out over the cobbled road, I hate those
damned cobbles and it seems to be Grumpy's mission in life to find them for me, the sod, and then a steady
ride back down the 62 again to good old Yorkshire. Phew, no passport control so Grumpy was happy at last,
well how could he have explained him going over the border when no-one owed him money?. All in all a great
day in great weather with great people and it's your own fault you missed it.
Oh yes, why do we owe you a new flag ? because I just could not resist 80 to 90 MPH both ways on the
motorway with the AIRE VALLEY flag flying loud and proud just like me.
Shiny side up everyone have a fantastic season's riding, I know we will.
All the best. The Blonde One, The Valley girls rock.

HEY, Blonde one,
nightshift, who carried the flag and when exactly did "WE" bugger it? Grumpy

oh light of my
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D IRECTORS OF O LD

With the exception of Eddy Wright who was away on holiday, all the previous Directors of the Aire Valley
Chapter turned up at the April meeting. As it is the club tradition to embarrass new members by getting them
to pose for photos, so it was with this lot. And a right unsavoury - er, nice bunch of blokes they are too.
Left to right we have:
Mike Gaunt 2009 Rob Mitchelmore 2007 — 2009
Jonnie ―No Bike‖ Swallow 2004 — 2007
Andy Jones 2000 — 2004
Mark Hemingway 1999 — 2000
Paul ―Tooty‖ Moody 1997 — 1999
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G RAHAM “C HAZ ” R YDER
Longstanding Aire Valley member Graham ―Chaz‖ Ryder‘s funeral took place on 28 th April 2011. The service - A
Celebration of Life – saw St Wilfrid's Church in Brayton, Selby, packed out with Graham‘s family, friends from
the local area and Aire Valley members. His wife, Shaz, had requested an escort from their home to the church
and a large number of bikes accompanied the Harley sidecar hearse.
Chaz and Shaz were active members of Aire Valley for over 10 years and were the New Members
Representatives for almost seven years, working with both Andy Jones and Jonnie (No Bike) Swallow.
Our thoughts are with Shaz at this very sad time.
R.I.P
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R ACE FOR L IFE

Sunday May 22nd saw a determined fellowship from the ‗Ladies of Harley‘ Group heading towards Broughton
Hall, Skipton. Mission, 5k Race for Life. As they neared the venue, the skies darkened, the rain fell closely
followed by hail and the weather forecast anticipated a plague of frogs followed by locusts!! Un-deterred our
brave sorority of finely tuned athletes huddled together, reminiscent of Emperor Penguins at the South Pole,
whilst tactics were discussed and a pace setter chosen.
Wearing little more than bunny ears and a smile, the pre-race aerobic session was soon in full swing,
highlighting the need for a serious sports bra for such occasions!! Suitably warmed up, the officials mustered
the Flamingo Pink Herd towards the start line and before the goose bumps managed to render muscles inert,
the countdown started. The pack split in to two, ‗Elite‘ and ‗Expert‘ runners or, as the organisers had them
labelled, joggers and walkers and as the clock ran down to zero, the adrenaline kicked in. To rapturous
applause, the ladies were off. Within seconds the supporting cast of males were in the coffee line as these great
pillars of support were undoubtedly the heroes of the day and had to wait in freezing conditions whilst their
partners kept warm running around the course!
A mixture of slippery grass and fresh sheep excrement kept the runners on their toes and thankfully no injuries
were registered this year. 21 minutes later, the first runner came in, long before the guys had made it to the
front of the drinks queue. Not one of our LOHs, but we claim it as a victory for we women (OK, I am not exactly
a woman, but that can be a different article for when I am feeling more comfortable after the surgery).
At just past the 40 minute mark our first three brave lasses came tearing down the home straight, in an
emotional finish, closely followed by the rest of the pack, many holding umbrellas and Max the dog who had
bravely given up his morning to ensure the safety of Aire Valley.
A big ‗congratulations‘ to all who participated and raised money for such a worthy cause. Everyone had a friend
or relative in mind as they fought their way around the mountainous track, as cancer is a disease that leaves
few, if any untouched by its cruel hand.
A sumptuous repast was then enjoyed at Steve and Sandra‘s, whilst the chef, barbequing in the rain was
allowed in only when food was ready so as not to get the floor wet!
Well done Marie, Sandra with our daughter Jen, Wendy, Danielle, Lynne, Andie, Tracie, Pam, Liz, Debs and
Carol. My apologies to those whose name I have spelt wrong and I hope I left no-one out. A truly herculean task
and we look forward to seeing more of you ladies at the start line next year.
Words & Pic Steve King
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MAG N EWS
French Government Proposes Road Safety Crack Down
Riders to be forced to wear fluorescent / reflective jackets
Mandatory retraining after 5 years
Jail for going 30mph over the limit
More speed cameras
Confiscating GPS to avoid speed camera warnings
Our colleagues in France have confirmed this over the weekend.
FEMA advises this could be spring-board for similar attacks Europe-wide.
Major demos planned in France and Belgium on 18 June - I'll get further
details pending an NC decision on MAG encouraging UK riders to support them.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We all know how the harmonisation of Europe can mean we are all affected by the decisions of one Member
State.
It's bad enough when the EU Commission decide we'll all have compulsory ABS or not be permitted to change
our tyres, sprockets or air filters, as with the new anti-tampering Regulation, but our friends across the
Channel have just been hit with a raft of legislation that can indeed affect us almost immediately, but may well
do so in the near future.
French legislators have decided that motorcyclists should compulsorily wear Day-Glo and reflective clothing.
They also want to see immediate jail terms for those caught doing more than 30mph over the speed limit and
larger number plates for bikes so that they can be more easily prosecuted.
There are a raft of other things and remember France went ahead with the 100bhp limit back in the 90's, but
not surprisingly, the French riding community aren't best pleased and are arranging a mass day of action for
June 18th.
MAG is already planning to demonstrate its displeasure at the EU Regulation read its full glory here
http://www.fema-online.eu/index.php?act=News,cntnt01,detail,0&cntnt01articleid=127&cntnt01returnid=15
with a Demo in Leeds 28th May and at the Brum Demo 2nd July, but keep your ear to the ground for news of
possible co-ordinated action across Europe on the 18th.
Kind regards
Paddy Tyson
Campaigns Co-ordinator
MAG (UK) - Motorcycle Action Group
POTHOLES – It seems, whenever you ride out, that the whole infrastructure of roads is crumbling minute by
minute. Some of these potholes are cavernous and can bring off PTW & TW riders. There are an estimated two
million each costing £70 to repair. However, 70 quid is nothing compared to being either killed or maimed for
life just because your council can‘t be ar*ed.
So,
Another reminder of a very important weapon for fighting back: - MAG’s ‘Yellow Cards’ for reporting road
defects and the following link for doing it electronically:- http://fill-it-in.maguk.org/fill_it_in_campaign.html.
Do it, you know you want to.
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MAG N EWS
Sec of State Norman Baker Supports MAG Policy
I am delighted to report that Transport Under Secretary of State Norman Baker MP, used an interview with
John Humphrys on this morning's Radio 4 'Today Programme' to state his support for MAG's founding
principles!
In a discussion about the compulsory use of helmets for cyclists, Norman Baker said
"We (the Government) think adults are capable of making up their own minds as to whether they should wear
a helmet on or not.‖
It is fantastic news that the current administration thinks adults are capable of making their own decisions,
and in the light of compulsory protective clothing use in Iceland, it's good to know that our Government will
help us thwart any such proposals here.
This may sound a little flippant, but core MAG policy is the rider's right to choose, whether that be to buy a
Honda or a Harley, or wear Day-Glo clothing or black leather. The current EU Regulation absorbing much of
our time, plans to make ABS
compulsory without the option of switching it off for certain purposes, like when on gravel roads, and the
spectre of mandatory personal protective equipment regularly rears its head. The weather in Brighton is not
always the same as it is in Aberdeen and
some of us feel the cold more than others. Being comfortable when riding a bike is essential to being able to
concentrate.
When the nation's road network is congested with four wheel traffic, as few barriers as possible should be
placed in the way of people choosing alternative transport, and forcing people to buy and wear expensive or
inconvenient clothing would certainly make motorcycling prohibitive for some. Luckily Minister Baker also
concurs:
―There is an issue of whether or not cars give a wider berth to cyclists with or without helmets, but there‘s also
the point that whether making people wear helmets will actually discourage them from cycling. There are
enormous benefits in getting people cycling in terms of health, in terms of tackling obesity, in terms of dealing
with air pollution and environmental problems and I don‘t want to put obstacles in the way of people cycling. I
think we should encourage the freedom of cycling, rather than place restrictions on it.‖
Well done Norman, I'm glad you grasp all the basics of the argument and I'm sure you'll remain consistent
when you are referring to motorcycling.
Kind regards
Paddy Tyson
Campaigns Co-ordinator
MAG (UK) - Motorcycle Action Group

'Never in the field of human transport have so many been represented by so few'
Fergus O‘Connell—MAG
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T HE L IGHTER S IDE
ALERTS TO TERROR THREATS IN 2011 EUROPE
By John Cleese
The English are feeling the pinch in relation to recent terrorist threats and have therefore raised their security
level from "Miffed" to "Peeved." Soon, though, security levels may be raised yet again to "Irritated" or even "A
Bit Cross."
The English have not been "A Bit Cross" since the blitz in 1940 when tea supplies nearly ran out. Terrorists have
been re-categorised from "Tiresome" to "A Bloody Nuisance." The last time the British issued a "Bloody
Nuisance" warning level was in 1588, when threatened by the Spanish Armada.
The Scots have raised their threat level from "Pissed Off" to "Let's get the Bastards." They don't have any other
levels. This is the reason they have been used on the front line of the British army for the last 300 years.
The French government announced yesterday that it has raised its terror alert level from "Run" to "Hide." The
only two higher levels in France are "Collaborate" and "Surrender." The rise was precipitated by a recent fire
that destroyed France's white flag factory, effectively paralysing the country's military capability.
Italy has increased the alert level from "Shout Loudly and Excitedly" to "Elaborate Military Posturing." Two
more levels remain: "Ineffective Combat Operations" and "Change Sides."
The Germans have increased their alert state from "Disdainful Arrogance" to "Dress in Uniform and Sing
Marching Songs." They also have two higher levels: "Invade a Neighbour" and "Lose."
Belgians, on the other hand, are all on holiday as usual; the only threat they are worried about is NATO pulling
out of Brussels.
The Spanish are all excited to see their new submarines ready to deploy. These beautifully designed subs have
glass bottoms so the new Spanish navy can get a really good look at the old Spanish navy.
Australia, meanwhile, has raised its security level from "No worries" to "She'll be alright, Mate." Two more
escalation levels remain: "Crikey! I think we'll need to cancel the barbie this weekend!" and "The barbie is
cancelled." So far no situation has ever warranted use of the final escalation level.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A biker awoke in the middle of a cold winter night to sounds coming from his shed. Looking out he saw
someone carrying stuff out to a van. Being lazy, he called the police saying he was being robbed, the desk cop
said no one was available, call back in an hour.
The biker hung up, counted to 30 and called again and said I called you earlier about being robbed, don't bother
sending anyone I got my gun and shot the punk dead.
Within in minutes the cops arrived guns drawn and arrested the burglar red handed. The ranking officer, with
an attitude, said to the biker, the Desk Sergeant said you had killed someone. The biker said that‘s funny cause
the Desk Sergeant told me, ―no one was available, call back in an hour.‖
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M ARIE ‟ S B IRTHDAY

A selection of pix stolen from Dr
Deb‘s Facebook page depicting all
kinds of shenanigans.
A ‗Grease‘ tribute night at the Cedar
Court in Wakefield was the setting
for Marie‘s birthday
It was also Liz‘s birthday as well
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AIRE VALLEY NIGHT AT THE DOGS
MEADOWCOURT STADIUM, DONCASTER –
SATURDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 2011 – 7.30 pm

Following requests from members for another night at the dogs
- the luxurious Private Executive Suite at Meadow Court
Stadium has been booked for SATURDAY 19th NOVEMBER to
offer you the 'best seats in the house' and to give you a full
view of the whole track.

The price is £20 per head which will include entrance to the
track, programme, hot/cold buffet supper and “pre Xmas” disco
at the end of racing. Tote facilities are available.

Rooms are available a couple of miles away at The Travel
Lodge Doncaster (M18/M180) - Hatfield Road - Please see
www.travelodge.co.uk for full details. Group taxis from the
hotel will be arranged.

Aire Valley Officers
HOG Chapter Number: 9695
Sponsoring dealer: Leeds Harley Davidson, LS12 2UA, 0113-234-0717
Position

Name

Contact details (where appropriate)

Director

Mike Gaunt

director@avhog.co.uk

Assistant Directors

Andie Hannam and
Richard Wilton

a-d@avhog.co.uk

Treasurer

Rick Day

treasurer@avhog.co.uk

Secretary

Sandra Gaunt

secretary@avhog.co.uk

Head Road Captain

Tony Burns

hrc@avhog.co.uk

Activities Officer

Mick and Sue Pierce

activities-officer@avhog.co.uk

AVT Editor

Dave Malt

dave.malt@btinternet.com

Photographer

Debbie Elliott

Photo-deb@avhog.co.uk

Photographer

Keith Allan

ka1001@ntlworld.com

Rob Mitchelmore

Northern Rally Organiser

rob@ourdeluxe.karoo.co.uk

Safety Officer

Tony Burns

safety@avhog.co.uk

Webmaster

John Elliott (Dr. John)

webmaster@avhog.co.uk

Ladies of Harley Rep

Wendy Day

loh@avhog.co.uk

Historian

Gordon MacFarlane

gordonmac3@sky.com

MAG Rep

Dave Malt

dave.malt@btinternet.com

HOG on the Humber

Rob and Dot Mitchelmore

rob@ourdeluxe.karoo.co.uk

Dealer Principal

Burt Perry

Burt.P@leedsharley-davidson.co.uk

Dealer Rep

Brian Dod

Brian.D@leedsharley-davidson.co.uk

