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Greetings chums and welcome tc_

(belated) first issue of 2012. It is tee - . Editorial 1

mi ddl e of Febr ug ks ' {st

renewed my road tax for another [t > Directords M 3 s

and I 6m just wa ,f P — — how

much my insurance has been hik4g -~ ‘ : Old Stuff 4
Still, letds | of : AR side, |letds

get some miles on the bikes Cambodia 2011 6

Weather and road salt permitting MAG 7

first ride out for me is the MAG argss

Fred Hill Memorial ride which také® Fred Hill 10

place on Sunday 26 February. (Over a

week ago by the time you get your mitts around this rag). For those of Dgoel et 11

dondét know who Fred Hill was, ol | put a short] pi
I 6m | ooking forward to anot her §gheptarghallepge Rugsr a élk i nlg r
friends and meeting new ones. 0l 1l be there at] al
cos | d8m working at them). The RL@teineted s f or 12t hels e
since last August, just after the Yorkshire Pudding success.

The events pages have ads for Faedr cl ubds 3 alll i
events. Considering that every weekend, somewhere in the country there will be

a bike rally, we are really spoiled for choice. AVH Events 16

Then we have our own Hoggind t heterBvanmber . Laost |fy e a
affair, hoo boy was it hot! All | wanted to do was laze in the sun with several cold

beer s. I think | succeeded in AdssabBEmdd i t i on trherjeé
Talking of club rallies, a couple of drunken conversations have taken place after

the Dog night and the posh night out. It has been mooted that we shodf§'ffi¥e 28

our own club rally, but ideas get right out of hand when they are magnified by

too much booze. | have been ordered (by Sandra) to call a committee meeting at

my convenience to discuss possibilities. | think that expanding HOH (could be the

way ahead, but that is only me. How does everyone else feel about this?

|l 6ve said this every year sinc joining the cljub,
effort to get out on one of th club ride outs] th
not torturing myself by going o watch the Buljl s

to see my 81 year old Mum. My Mum will never be a burden to me.
continued overleaf
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EDITORIAL (CONT.)

Right then, | 8d |i ke to apologise to all thosef pec
never see it in print. I f you havendt been to jany
and | |l ost everything. Ok | can hear you all shout

setting up the backup drive when everything died. Honest guv!

My computer is now rebuilt. It had a new case a few years ago, but now its got a bigger hdd, a faster mcﬁlerboa

processor and new cd/dvd drive, but essentiall

it

If you would still like to see your words and pix in print, can you please send it through to me againsals spon as
can get it in the next issue. One major point that | must stress. If you are sending photos with your words,, can yc
send in the original JPEG file. Embedded images are fine for letting me know where you want them puttihg, but 1

all definition when trying to fit them into the dratft file.
P & A Receivables Services plc

Like me, you have probably never heard of this company. They say that they are the receiving companyffor Sur

the parent of the former Leeds, Doncaster and Manchester dealerships.
Last September, | received a letter from this

ot

of £1400. | was immediately on the phone to them. In a heated exchange, | was very angry about this, ||asked tf

proof of this debt and told them that all my figures balanced and | owed nothing.

| received nothing from them and as far as | w@as ¢
However, on Friday 24 Feb, | received a letterf froc
with their contact details) instructing me to pay £1400 within 7 days or face court proceedings.

Angrily back on the phone again, | spoke to some oik who told me they had no record of me ever contacting thel
through the whole thing again and |l et him knowfj in

debt . |l also mentioned that | would be contactfi ng

need for thaté he spluttered. O0Youdve set your|] doc
earth that | am going to pay 1400 quid to somej] cor
conversations. Youdd probably have no record off me
finished.

| am now waiting once again for the proof to arrive. They have also been sent a letter by recorded delivefy, with
their solicitors.

Meanwhile, Carol and | have been through all my meticulously kept records, every LHD receipt has beef kept, a
anything, they owe me money. Qudstion | owed so much, why didndét WHD

Watch this space.
Night night.
Stop PressJust got this email from the igaffer

Riders in Leeds should ready themselves for some very exciting news this March. The city is the nominated loce
opening of a brand new HBxdeydson dealership, giving local fans of the brand a chance to satisfy their negd for a

Harley. The official launch date is yet to be confirmed, but anyone on the hund focladiey thikesxciting newt
2012 Severtywo E and So f t awill have tBdir hapds fulfillediwdn she new dealership opens
Prospective Leeds Haébiayidson customers will not only be able to browse new and used bikes, but also

ts door:
huge r:

the famed Harley parts, accessories, MotorClothes® and merchandise. There will, of course, be workshe@p facilit

featuring staff trained to Hévkeyidson Master Technician level.

Leeddased Shahzad Ahmed, and cousin Sohial Kahn are the men behind the openingReiustatestoidarl
OWe | ook forward to openindantieméatiesy kooak 0
oWedl | h a v[Eavidsdn machifes newland dxistigg customers could want, as well as expert sta

choose and service the right machine for you.
watch this spaceé and get ready to mark a dat e

| think we should have a cluinridehe shop on the official opening day.

y

dst
to help

e 0|
to
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DIRECTOR &8 M USINGS

Welcome to the March edition of your Aire Valley Times, the first of 2

wedve got through Christmas an
one. Now itdés time to start pl
calendar is well on the vidign Ward has held a Road Captains meeti
assigned lead Road Captains for all this seassnStideand Mick Pearc
we |l | on the way with this year
Valleys IHAnniversary East West weekend.

I have received my ticket for the Cider Rally and looking forward to
always my first Rally of the season. | will be travelling down with oth¢
of the Chapter, | know that all tst@accommodation has been sold ol
tickets are still available if you are stasieg 8ffice the Rally moved to |
WestorSupeMare | have never managed to stay on site, but there is
transport laid on between the Rally site and Weston throughout the t
the event.

Il 6ve also booked for what | be ™ ~_ SN s't R
Port Grimaudn t he Gol fe de Saint Tropez. Itds a fantlast

is only a short ride away or if you want to have a day off the bike there are water taxis from Port Grimaufl in to S
running all day. There are lots of great roads to travel there and back, if you want to do a quick triptheu gan travi
toll roads. If you have more time you can use the fantastially8sceBic r o a d s , I think |Jl 6ve
same route. The fastest way is to ride down to Folkestone catch Euro Tunnel ride to Lille and put your bike on a
the next morning you wake up in Nice at around 8am, then ride along the coast road through Cannes arfd to the

The other European Rally | dve bobt&klgdune. lswil betravellh@|l 2 |
down with Julian and John and we have decided to take the long route. We widl Zatdiralggdifdiry then ri

to Cascais via Paris, Boulogne, Tours, Bordeaux, San Sebastian, Salamanca, Guarda and Allanena argund 14(
way. | am very much looking forward to this trip, I just love long bike trips often more than the actual Ralfies.

The other must do Rally for Aire Valley memberjfs i
to be a incredible Rally, put the detdsi@tostJ ul y) i n your diaries now o vy
be the best yet. | would appreciate the support from our own members by attending this Rally Rob & Dot have v
tremendously hard over the years and need all of us to show our appreciation.

The dates for other club Rallies will be put on ourwmety sitd¢g.co.end in the AVT when all dates have t1|aen
confirmed. If anyone wants to know about any Rallies please see me at any meeting or just give me a rijhg and |
best to sort you out

On Wednesday"February | spoke with the new LeedsDailison Dealdfle confirmed what Marjorie Rae HOG

manager UK told me in an earlier telephone conversation. That is that our new HD Dealership will be ogening o
around March 15th and will be in the old premises on Wellington Bridge Road Leeds. | look forward to tlle openi
be great to have a Dealer again. | wish them good luck with their new venture and thank them on behalfjof Aire

Well Friday the'l®as our XQChristmas Dinner Dance, and what a great night it was. Lots to eat and drinK, great |
provided by the o0Stolen Phonesd6 who managed t o] ge:
spoke to over breakfast the next morning said they had a wonderful time, so once again well done Sandra for o
such a great event and thanks to everyone who supported the event

We sent the membership renewals out latedleianyear the New Yéars we were waiting for Dealership
news.Already 75% of our members have retiesveginainder were sent reminders last week so as a Chapter our
membership figures should not be far short ofllaStgeal i ke t o thank all of yjou

you will continue to support us and Leedidaitispn



http://www.avhog.co.uk/
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New member Neil Ferres has a boatload of old bike literature and wants to share a bit with us.

the

Story by Lindsay Brooke

THROUGHOUT the modern US road
racing scene, the names Doctor John and
Moto Guzzi are fast becoming
synonymous. For surburban Philadelphia
dentist/motorcycle tuner John Wittner,
the fame is deserved. Wittner’s
considerable skills as a development
engineer and manager, combined with
those of his riders made his team — Dr
John’s Team Moto Guzzi — 1986 national
champions in the tough US Endurance
racing series.

But few racers, fans or even devoted
Guzzisti realize that along with the
thundering Italian twins, the young
Doctor’s motorcycle loves have deep
and diverse classic roots. He’s
particularly fond of thoroughbred British
500cc singles, having owned a number of
Gold Stars and Velocettes.

And Harley-Davidsons. Wittner
club-raced Sportster-based machines for
years in the north eastern states, and
grew to appreciate their simplicity, their
great potential for speed tuning, and the
interchangeability of parts between
models.

One winter a few years back, Wittner
was in his workshop shuffling through
the mass of Harley parts he had
accumulated over many race seasons,
when a thought occurred. Why not put a
single together?

While converting V-twins into singles
was popular among American flat-
trackers during the teens and twenties,
the notion may seem a bit crazy today.
But thumper nut Wittner’s project
quickly evolved into what could be called
a Harley-Davidson Clubman Special. To
its creator, the bike is a best-of-both-
worlds machine, combining very English
lines and a 370 Ib weight with the muscle
that made Milwaukee famous.

58

doctar
ordered

American tuner ‘Doctor John’ Wittner took
one cylinder off a Harley V-twin to make a
sports single in the British tradition.

‘I felt like making something British-
looking,” Dr John recalls. Indeed, when
viewed head-on, the Harley’s Lucas 8in
headlight (from a mid-60s’ Triumph),
Dunstall clip-ons and Ceriani forks
combine to make it look like a big British
one-lunger. But catch a fleeting glimpse
of the bike from either side and the
confusion begins — to Wittner’s glee!

Dr John notes that when Harley guys
see the bike from the timing side, they
think it’s a trick Sportster with clip-ons —
until they notice the rear cylinder is
missing. Sure enough, during our ride
with Wittner through the Pennsylvania
countryside, the sight of the single
caused two passing Sportster riders to
double back abruptly and return for a
closer look.

Wittner admits to purchasing just 15
per cent of the special’s components.
Ninety per cent of that was bought as
swap meets. Starting with standard 1960
XLH crankcases, Dr John applied his
engineering background (he attended
engineering school before turning
toward dentistry) in converting the
Harley twin’s crankshaft and conrod
assembly to single cylinder duty.

After estimating a basic balance
factor, Wittner static-balanced the
crankshaft using a bobweight, then
chucked the shaft into his lathe and
started cutting until a final factor of 61
per cent ‘give or take a gram or two’ was
achieved. He chose the twin’s forked
rear conrod to remain in the new
bottom-end, and made up a spacer to
hold the standard big-end bearings in
place between S and S flywheels that
yield a whopping 4%in stroke. Standard
mains are used.

A camchest from a '71 Sportster holds
three Sifton ‘C-grind’ racing cams — two

Top: primary chaincase from an
electric-start Sportster contains a
triplex primary chain. The close-ratio
gearbox is from a KR side-valve
factory racer !

Above: extra length welded to the
operating arms is Dr John's cure for
mediocre braking from the conical-
hub 8in drum

Below: the rear crankcase mouth has
been blanked off and its pushrod
openings are now used as oil drains.
The 40mm El square-slide carburettor
has a long induction tract to improve
mid-range power

Classic Bike
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