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Greetings chums and welcome to the 
(belated) first issue of 2012. It is the 
middle of February and Iõve just 
renewed my road tax for another year 
and Iõm just waiting to see by how 
much my insurance has been hiked. 
Still, letõs look on the bright side, letõs 
get some miles on the bikes 

Weather and road salt permitting, the 
first ride out for me is the MAG annual 
Fred Hill Memorial ride which takes 
place on Sunday 26 February. (Over a 
week ago by the time you get your mitts around this rag). For those of  you who 
donõt know who Fred Hill was, Iõll put a short piece about him on the MAG page 

Iõm looking forward to another year of cracking rallies, catching up with old 
friends and meeting new ones. Iõll be there at all 3 MAG rallies, (I have to be, 
cos Iõm working at them). The meetings for these rallies have been going on 
since last August, just after the Yorkshire Pudding success. 

The events pages have ads for other clubõs rallies as well as a list of our own 
events. Considering that every weekend, somewhere in the country there will be 
a bike rally, we are really spoiled for choice. 

Then we have our own Hogginõ the Humber. Last yearõs was an exhausting 
affair, hoo boy was it hot! All I wanted to do was laze in the sun with several cold 
beers. I think I succeeded in my ambition thereé 

Talking of  club rallies, a couple of drunken conversations have taken place after 
the Dog night and the posh night out. It has been mooted that we should have 
our own club rally, but ideas get right out of hand when they are magnified by 
too much booze. I have been ordered (by Sandra) to call a committee meeting at 
my convenience to discuss possibilities. I think that expanding HOH could be the 
way ahead, but that is only me. How does everyone else feel about this? 

Iõve said this every year since joining the club, but I really am going to make an 
effort to get out on one of the club ride outs this year. The problem is that if Iõm 
not torturing myself by going to watch the Bulls lose at Odsal, Iõm usually going 
to see my 81 year old Mum. My Mum will never be a burden to me. 

      continued overleaf 
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EDITORIAL  (CONT .) 
Right then, Iõd like to apologise to all those people who sent stuff to me for inclusion in this glorious magazine and will 
never see it in print. If you havenõt been to any recent meetings, you wonõt know that my computer failed catastrophically 
and I lost everything. Ok I can hear you all shouting óWhy didnõt you back it up moron?ó. The honest truth is that I was 
setting up the backup drive when everything died. Honest guv! 

My computer is now rebuilt. It had a new case a few years ago, but now its got a bigger hdd, a faster motherboard and 
processor and new cd/dvd drive, but essentially it is the same computer that Iõve always had. 

If you would still like to see your words and pix in print, can you please send it through to me again  as soon as possible, so I 
can get it in the next issue. One major point that I must stress. If you are sending photos with your words, can you please 
send in the original JPEG file. Embedded images are fine for letting me know where you want them putting, but they lose 
all definition when trying to fit them into the draft file. 

P & A Receivables Services plc 

Like me, you have probably never heard of this company. They say that they are the receiving company for Summer Retail, 
the parent of the former Leeds, Doncaster and Manchester dealerships. 

Last September, I received a letter from this lot stating that according to the Companyõs records, I was indebted to the sum 
of £1400. I was immediately on the phone to them. In a heated exchange, I was very angry about this, I asked them for 
proof of this debt and told them that all my figures balanced and I owed nothing. 

I received nothing from them and as far as I was concerned, it was the end of the matter, they didnõt have proof. 

However, on Friday 24 Feb, I received a letter from P & Aõs solicitor, James Peters and Co (who didnõt even provide me 
with their contact details) instructing me to pay £1400 within 7 days or face court proceedings. 

Angrily back on the phone again, I spoke to some oik who told me they had no record of me ever contacting them. I went 
through the whole thing again and let him know in no uncertain terms that they hadnõt yet provided me with proof of this 
debt. I also mentioned that I would be contacting my Solicitor and the matter would be dealt with by them. òThereõs no 
need for tható he spluttered. òYouõve set your dogs on me, so Iõll set my bigger dogs on youó said I, òand thereõs no way on 
earth that I am going to pay 1400 quid to some company that Iõve never heard of that doesnõt keep records of phone 
conversations. Youõd probably have no record of me having sent itó. I was shaking with the anger adrenalin when Iõd 
finished. 

I am now waiting once again for the proof to arrive. They have also been sent a letter by recorded delivery, with a copy to 
their solicitors. 

Meanwhile, Carol and I have been through all my meticulously kept records, every LHD receipt has been kept, and if 
anything, they owe me money. Question - If I owed so much, why didnõt LHD bill me? 

Watch this space. 

Night night. 

Stop Press. Just got this email from the gafferñ 

Riders in Leeds should ready themselves for some very exciting news this March. The city is the nominated location for the 
opening of a brand new Harley-Davidson dealership, giving local fans of the brand a chance to satisfy their need for all things 
Harley. The official launch date is yet to be confirmed, but anyone on the hunt for a new bike ð including the exciting new 
2012 Seventy-TwoÊ and SoftailÈ SlimÊ modelsð will have their hopes fulfilled when the new dealership opens its doors. 
Prospective Leeds Harley-Davidson customers will not only be able to browse new and used bikes, but also a huge range of 
the famed Harley parts, accessories, MotorClothes® and merchandise. There will, of course, be workshop facilities 
featuring staff trained to Harley-Davidson Master Technician level.  

Leeds-based Shahzad Ahmed, and cousin Sohial Kahn are the men behind the opening of the latest Harley-Davidson store: 
òWe look forward to opening the latest store of such a prestigious brand ð and meeting local riders,ó said Shahzad Ahmed 
òWeõll have all the Harley-Davidson machines new and existing customers could want, as well as expert staff to help you 
choose and service the right machine for you. Weõll be announcing our launch date very soon. It may be an old clich® but 
watch this spaceé and get ready to mark a date to remember on your calendars.ó  

I think we should have a club ride-in to the shop on the official opening day. 



D IRECTORõS M USINGS  

PAGE 3 ISSUE: MARCH 2012 

Welcome to the March edition of your Aire Valley Times, the first of 2012. Well 
weõve got through Christmas and the New Year and I do hope you all had a great 
one. Now itõs time to start planning our next riding season, the Chapter event 
calendar is well on the way. Allan Ward has held a Road Captains meeting and 
assigned lead Road Captains for all this seasons ride-outs. Sue and Mick Pearce are 
well on the way with this yearõs Masham weekend and also planõs for The Aire 
Valleys 15th Anniversary East West weekend. 
 
I have received my ticket for the Cider Rally and looking forward to what is 
always my first Rally of the season. I will be travelling down with other members 
of the Chapter, I know that all the on-site accommodation has been sold out but 
tickets are still available if you are staying off-site. Since the Rally moved to 
Weston-Super-Mare I have never managed to stay on site, but there is free 
transport laid on between the Rally site and Weston throughout the three nights of 
the event. 
 
Iõve also booked for what I believe is the best Rally of the year Euro Fest held in 
Port Grimaud in the Golfe de Saint Tropez. Itõs a fantastic Rally with great live bands held in a fantastic location, St Tropez 
is only a short ride away or if you want to have a day off the bike there are water taxis from Port Grimaud in to St Tropez 
running all day. There are lots of great roads to travel there and back, if you want to do a quick trip you can travel using the 
toll roads. If you have more time you can use the fantastically scenic  A & B roads, I think Iõve been ten times and never the 
same route. The fastest way is to ride down to Folkestone catch Euro Tunnel ride to Lille and put your bike on a train and 
the next morning you wake up in Nice at around 8am, then ride along the coast road through Cannes and to the Rally site. 
 
The other European Rally Iõve booked is the 2012 European Rally in Cascais Portugal 14th to 17th June. I will be travelling 
down with Julian and John and we have decided to take the long route. We will catch the Hull ð Zeebrugge ferry then ride 
to Cascais via Paris, Boulogne, Tours, Bordeaux, San Sebastian, Salamanca, Guarda and Allanena around 1400 miles each 
way. I am very much looking forward to this trip, I just love long bike trips often more than the actual Rallies.  
 
The other must do Rally for Aire Valley members is of course our very own Hog on the Humber itõs the 10th and promises 
to be a incredible Rally, put the dates (31st June to 1st July) in your diaries now so you donõt miss out on what promises to 
be the best yet. I would appreciate the support from our own members by attending this Rally Rob & Dot have worked 
tremendously hard over the years and need all of us to show our appreciation. 
 
The dates for other club Rallies will be put on our web site (www.avhog.co.uk) and in the AVT when all dates have been 
confirmed. If anyone wants to know about any Rallies please see me at any meeting or just give me a ring and I will do my 
best to sort you out 
 
On Wednesday 15th February I spoke with the new Leeds Harley-Davidson Dealer,  He confirmed what Marjorie Rae HOG 
manager UK told me in an earlier telephone conversation. That is that our new HD Dealership will be opening on or 
around March 15th and will be in the old premises on Wellington Bridge Road Leeds. I look forward to the opening, it will 
be great to have a Dealer again. I wish them good luck with their new venture and thank them on behalf of Aire Valley UK. 
 
Well Friday the 13th was our 10th Christmas Dinner Dance, and what a great night it was. Lots to eat and drink, great music 
provided by the òStolen Phonesó who managed to get everyone up on the dance floor from their first number. Everyone I 
spoke to over breakfast the next morning said they had a wonderful time, so once again well done Sandra for organising 
such a great event and thanks to everyone who supported the event 
 
We sent the membership renewals out late this year ð early in the New Year ð as we were waiting for Dealership 
news.  Already 75% of our members have renewed,  the remainder were sent reminders last week so as a Chapter our 
membership figures should not be far short of last year  Iõd like to thank all of you for staying with Aire Valley UK and hope 
you will continue to support us and Leeds Harley-Davidson 

http://www.avhog.co.uk/
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O LD  STUFF  
New member Neil Ferres has a boatload of old bike literature and wants to share a bit with us. 
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